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Whelan sacrificed as Blair tries 
to heal government divisions 


GORDON BROWN sacrificed his 
controversial press secretary 
yesterday as Tbny Blair sought 
to stabilise. his Government 
after two weeks of turmoil 
sparked by the Peter Man del- 
son affair 

Charlie Whelan, one of the 
Chancellor’s closest aides, an- 
nounced he is to leave his job as 
the Treasures press secretary 
de^xitestrcmgiyderr?mgtfaatbe 
leaked details of Mr Mandel- 
son’s £873,000 personal loan 
from Geoffrey Robinson, the 
former paymaster-general 

Downing Street denied that 
Mr Whelan had been forced out 
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But Mr Brown and Mr Blair are 
understood to have discussed 
his future by telephone last 
week- ctoring the Prime. Minis- 
ter’s holiday in fee Seychelles. 

It is believed they agreed feat 
Mr Whelan would have to quit 
to enable ihe Government to 
draw a line under the Mandel- 
son affair and prevent further 
damaging speculation about 
tension between the Prime 
Minister and his Chancellor 

Government insiders sug- 
9 gested Mr Whelan decided to 
jump before he was pushed. As 
The independent revealed on 


By Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 

Saturday several cabinet min- 
isters were calling for his head, 
wife some threatening to raise 
the issue in Cabinet next week. 

Alastair Campbell, Mr Blair's 
press secretary, is believed to 
have told fee Prime Minister he 
would no longer work with Mr 
Whelan after Mr Mandelson’s 
sudden departure just before 
Christmas. 

Mr Whelan said feat the level 
of media speculation about his 
role in the affair was making it 
impossible to cany out his job 
effectively, **l do take fee view 
feat the job of press secretary 
becomes extremely difficult if 
the press secretary and not 
the department he serves, be- 
comes the story and fee subject 
ol excessive attention,” he said. 

It is absurd feat, on the day 
fee euro starts trading, in the 
week fee Monetary Polity Com- 
mittee is meeting and when the 
Chancellor is working on a 
number of important initiatives 
for the new year; feat there is 
such attention focused on me .” 

Mr Whelan said he would 
stand down as soon as he found 
another job, which is expected 
to be in the private sector 

The Tories said be was a 
“lame duck” and should stand 
down immediately but called cm 
him to serve a period of “quar- 
antine” before taking a private 
sectorjob because be knows fee 
secrets of Mr Brown’s March 
Budget. 

Although Downing Street 
insisted there was no evidence 
feat Mr Whelan leaked details 
of Mr Mandelson’s loan, and 
paid tribute to his work, it re- 
vealed that Mr Campbell would 
have to approve his successor 
at fee Treasury. 
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Charlie Whelan, the Chancellor’s press secretary, arriving at the Treasury yesterday Russell BoyceJReuters 


23 December 

Peter Mandelson resigns as Secretary 
of State for Trade and Industry after 
it is revealed that be accepted a 
£373.000 loan hom the Paymaster 
General. Geoffrey Robinson, to buy 
a £475,000 house in Netting Hill, 
west London. In his resignation 
letter to the Prime Minister. Mr 
Mandelson says: "I should not. with all 
candour, have entered into the 
arrangemenr.' 

23 December 

The embattled Paymaster- 
General. Geoffrey Robinson, 
resigns on the same day. saying 
in his resignation letter that 
afrerl 2 months of “a highly 
charged political campaign' 
against him he had 
reached the point 
where it was right for 
him ro go. 

29 December 

The Deputy Prime Minister. John 
Prescott, seeks to iniect Old Labour 
values into the New Labour project 
when he tells ‘The Independent' that 
the Government was 'a massive 
deliverer, particularly when we 
have decided that public 
expenditure is there to uphold 
the economy in the traditional 
Keynesian wav'. 





Cabinet ministers hope that 
Mr Whelan’s announcement 
will allow fee Government to 
“get back to fee bases” of con- 
centrating on policy. 

“Now is the time to draw a 
line under recent events,” said 
David Blunkett, the Secretary 
of State for Education and Em- 
ployment “The key political 
issue is not fee obsession wife 


so-called spin-doctors and 
camps but fee Government’s 
united determination to keep 
the premises we made to the 
electorate." 

Mr Blaic still in fee Sey- 
chelles, tried to bring to an end 
last night the most unhappy pe- 
riod since he won power by 
completing the ministerial 
reshuffle caused by fee resig- 


nations of Mr Mandelson and 
Mr Robinson. The Prime Min- 
ister underlined his desire to ce- 
ment his dose relationship wife 
his Chancellor by allowing him 
to promote Dawn Primaroto, a 
junior Treasury minister, to 
Paymaster-General 
Michael Wills, a dose ally of 
Mr Brown on the Labour back 
benches, was promoted to fee 


post of junior minister at the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry. 
TTie changes were seen at West- 
minster as a sign that Mr Blair 
wants his axis wife Mr Brown 
to be the Government's pivotal 
relationship. 

The developments follow Mr 
Brown’s decision to form an al- 
liance with John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, aimed 


at reasserting traditional 
Labour values since Mr Man- 
delson’s resignation. 

David Heathcoat Amory the 
Tbries’ chief 'freasuiy spokes- 
man, said: “The real problem is 
not one out-of-control spin- 
doctor but ministers who are so 
obsessed with their own fief- 
doms and doing down their col- 
leagues that fee business of 


government — and the inter- 
ests of Britain — are suffering.” 

As speculation grew about Mr 
Whelan’s successor, one front- 
runner was Kevm Maguire, po- 
liticail editor of The Mirror and 
fee journalist who is dosest to 
Mr Whelan and fee ChanceDoc 
Another is David- John Collins, 
press secretary to Ken Jackson, 
leader of fee AEEU union. 


Sterling falls as world markets welcome euro 


THE PRIME Minister raised 
expectations last night of 
British entry to the European 
singfa currency after financial 
markets around fee world 
rushed to embrace fee euro on 
the first day of trading. 

The euro rose sharply 
against the dollar and share 
prices on European stock mar- 
kets registered big gains after 
a shaky start London was vir- 
tually shunned by investors in 
what threatens to be a foretaste 
oflifo on the fringes of Europe’s 
$10trn capital market - the 
largest in the world. 

A runaway success for the 


By Andrew Garfield. 
Colin Brown and 
Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

euro would make the momen- 
tum for Britain’s entry unstop- 
pable, and Mr Blair yesterday 
reinforced fee impression that 
it was a case of “when” not “if"- 
Britain would join. 

Both the Prime Minister 
and Eddie George, fee Gover- 
nor of fee Bank of England, 
stressed that Britain’s economy 
was at a different point in the 
cycle to the euro-countries, 
fed by France and Germany; 
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which have lowered interest 
rates to 3 per cent, but there 
woe no constitutional obstacles 
to entry. 

“It would not have been in 
Britain's national economic in- 
terest to do so at this stage,” Mr 
Blairsaid in TfteKbflSfreet Jour- 
nal. “But our position is dear _ 
If fee euro works and the eco- 
nomic ben efits am dear a nd 
unambiguous, we would recom- 
mend entry” 

He pledged feat London 
would *be at the centre of fee 
euro even though Britain is riot 
part of the first wave”. 

Ttading on the first day 


Massacre in Pakistan 
At least 17 worshippers were 
killed in a Shia mosque when 
three gunmen opened fire 

Foreign PIO 

White House ambition 
Elizabeth Dole, wife of Bob 
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Foreign P11 


showed that the euro had 
passed its first important test 
On the foreign exchange mar- 
kets, the euro rose nearly 
three-quarters of l per cent 
against fee dollac Sterling by 
contrast had a poor day. 

“Economic and monetary 
union (EMU) turns other west- 
ern European economies from 
medium-sized players among 
equals into small entities on the 
fringe of a giant” said Holger 
Schmieding, an economist at 
Merrill Lynch, fee Wall Street 
investment bank, “If need be, 
these outsiders will have to 
adjust to EMU, not vice versa.” 


Double trouble For ICI 

ICI has shed 500 jobs in the 
UK, and US regulators have 
Mocked its £600m Haxjde sale 
Business P13 

HA chairman steps down 
Keith Wiseman resigns over, 
cash-for-votes scandal 
Sport P24 


Nick Parsons, City econo- 
mist at Paribas, a leading 
French bank, warned; “Staling 
risks being marginalised, at a 
time when fee UK economy is 
moving into recession. 

“Wfe think the euro will be the 
best performing currency this 
year as more and more people 
switch out of fee dollar” 

Europe’s political leaders 
hailed the first day of trading 
in the euro as a big success, 
with claims that the new cur- 
rency will be strong enough 
to allow the Continent to escape 
“economic domination” by the 
United States. 


The French finance Minis- 
ter, Dominique Strauss-Kahn, 
led the chorus of approval 
forecasting that the euro would 
become as important as the dol- 
lar. In a radio interview in 
France, Mr Strauss-Kahn 
argued that Europe’s 11- 
nation economic bloc will op- 
erate on equal status to the US, 
ensuring that it u wUl no longer 
be subjected to economic dom- 
ination”. The minister added: 
“The euro is an instrument at 
the service of policy. It will re- 
store to us a power that we had 
largely lost” 

Euro notes w ill not start cir- 
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culating until 2002, but the 
launch of the euro will increase 
the pressure for an early ref- 
erendum on Britain’s entry, 
which is not due until after the 
next general election. 

Dealers in the City said the 
huge task M converting mOlkms 
of bank deposits and trillions of 
dollars of assets from the old 
European currencies to euros 
had gone smoothly, enabling 
trading to start on time yes- 
terday without a hitch. 
Winners and losers. Page 8 
Interest rates fear Page 12 
Hamish McRae, 
Review, Page 5 
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Blair’s old flatmate to 
take charge of Dome 


THE PRIME Minister yesterday 
appointed one of his closest 
friends to be in charge of the 
£758m Millennium Dome, 
prompting fresh allegations of 
promotion for “Tbny's cronies". 

Lord Falconer of Thornton, 
the Minister of State at the 
Cabinet Office, succeeds Peter 
Mandelson as the Govern- 
ment's sole shareholder for 
the project in Greenwich. 

Chris Smith, the Secretary of 
State for Culture, Media and 
Sport will continue to answer 
questions on the Dome in the 
Commons. He was barred from 
a long-term role because of a 
possible conflict of interests. He 
is also chairman of the Millen- 
nium Commission, which gives 
lottery money to the Dome. 

But there were fresh Cons- 
ervative accusations of “crony- 
ism’* over the appointment of 
Lord Falconer; 47, who once 
shared a flat with Mr Blair in 
the 1970s, when both were 
young barristers in London. 

Charlie Fhiconer gave up a 
legal practice worth a reputed 
£500,000 a year to take up a life 


BY COUN BROWN AND 
Nicholas Schoon 

peerage and become Solidtor- 
GeneraJ in the new Labour 
Government in May 1997, 
before moving to the Cabinet 
Office. Lord Falconer has 
emerged as the “eyes and ears" 
of the Prime Minister on 14 
Cabinet sub-committees. By 
handing him responsibility feu* 
the Dome Mr Blair is under- 
lining the trust he has in his 
judgement “He relies on Char 
lie quite alot- He seems to rely 
on him like he relied on Peter 
Mandelson." said one minis tec 

But John Redwood, the Con- 
servative spokesman on trade 
and industzy, said: “This is 
another example of promotion 
for Tony’s cronies." 

Peter Ainsworth, the Tbry 
spokesman on culture, con- 
demned the appointment as 
“yet another example of the 
cronyism that pervades this 
Government". He added: “In 
what way is Lord Falconer 
qualified to take on the task 
other than the fact that he is a 


BRITAIN TODAY 



Lord Ftilconer, Minister of State at the Cabinet Office, win be a behind-the-scenes 


fixer ironing out problems on the Dome 


Noon today . 
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FORECAST 

General situation England and Wales will again be very mild, bur cloudy wlcfl 
outbreaks of rain and drizzle. After a chilly start, cloud and rain win spread into 
Northern Ireland and southern Scotland, turning wintry over the highlands at 
first. Further north, it will stay cold with sunny spells and showers. 

Cent S A SE England. London: Mild and cloudy with some patchy drizzle. 
Becoming dry and slowly brightening. A moderate southerly wind. Max temp 1 2- 
I4C (5A-57F). 

Mi dl a n ds. 5W England, Wales. E AngOa, E England: Morning cloud, rain and 
lull fog will slowly clear away to leave it mild. A moderate ro fresh south to 
south-westerly wind. Max temp 11-13C (52-55F). 

Channel Ik After a cloudy start. It will become brighter to allow some good 
sunny spells. A fresh southerly wind. Max temp 12-I3C (54-55F) 

Cent N. MW & NE England, Lake District A Isle of Mam There will be out- 
breaks of ram. some of which will be heavy. Becoming drier cowards the evening. 
A moderate south-westerly wind. Max temp 9-12C (4B-54F1. 

N Ireland: After a cold start cloud will begin to build from che south to bring 
some rain for the afternoon. A light and variable wind. Max temp 6-8C (43-46F). 

SWA5E Scotland, Glasgow, EcHnbargn: A cold start. Rain and hill-snow will 
spread from the sourh this afternoon. A light east to south-easterly wind. Max 
temp 3-5C 137-41 F). 

NW A NE Scotland, Aberdeen, NEW Isles: Cold with sunny spells and I so- 
il. Max cem 


lared showers, some wintry. A light wesr to north-west wind. 
(37-45F). 


temp 3-7C 


OUTLOOK 

Continuing mild in the south, although early sunny spells will become confined to 
the south-east as rain spreads from the north-west. Scotland and Northern Ire- 
land will see rain clearing to showers. Quite windy again with further rain on 
Thursday. 


London: A12 Green Man Roundabout, 
Leytonssne. Major rcadumfcs on new Ml T 
vnk rood. Urn* 31 st December. 
Cambridgeshire A10 between Radon and 
Mil. Resurfacing and bridge maintenance 
work at Shapratit MU. UnU 14tfi Fatruary. 
Bristol: M5 JIB- 19. Major Roadworks on 
Avon mouth Bndge. UnU 23rd June 2001 . 
Mn n mo idhaMrts mas between Uak AA72 
and M4 J24. Roadworks. UnU 11th January 
Lancaahfre: M6 Between J27 Stancfish arid 
J28 Leyland Roadworks; contraflow and a 
5Qmph speed limit either aide of Ghana* 
Richard Saricea. UnU ISh February 


TRAVEL 

Greater Manchester: AST. No-row lams 
Manchesan-boaxi, due to Metrofcfc cav 


etruetton work. UnU 28th February 
South Yorkshire: Ml Between J34 Treiey 
Viaduct {A6109J & J34 Tinsley Viaduct 
3178). Sheffield. Carriageway reduced to 2 
istulhbajrxL UnU 21 et November 20C0. 
Dumfries and Galloway: A74 between 
Beam* end Jia Amandaie. Major rood- 
works, utf 3ist January. 

AABoadaraWr Call 0336 AQ1777 for the 
latest local and nadana) traffic news. Source: 
The Automobile Association. Calls charged 
at 50p per mm (Inc VAT). 


close friend of Tony Blair?" 
Taking charge of the Dome 
could prove a poisoned chalice, 
however. Mr Redwood said 
Lord Falconer could take the 
blame If it proved a failure 
while Mr Blair would take the 
credit if it succeeded. 

Whitehall sources said yes- 
terday that the Dome no longer 
needs a high-profile figure in the 
Cabinet to promote it Now that 
its contents have largely been de- 
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Source: The Met Office. Calls charged at 
5 Op per min |Jnc VAT) 



tided, what is needed is a high- 
ly trusted, behind-the-scenes 
fixer to iron out problems. 

\festsrday Lord Ihlconer de- 
clined to be interviewed. As 
shareholder he has to ensure 
the New Millennium Experi- 
ence Company meets the Gov- 
ernment's objectives for the 
project, due to open on New 
■^fear's Eve. He is also in charge 
of appointments to the board, 
their pay, and that of the staff. 


YESTER DAY 


EXTREMES 

Warmest: Mansion I3C (55 F) 
Coldest (day]: Aviemore 5C (41 F] 
Wetteer Ttil loch Bridge 1.10 Ins 
Sauntasc Durham 2.8 fire 
For 24hrs to 2pm Monday 

Sire Rain Max 

hrs in *C *F 


Brian Harris 

Meanwhile, the Tbries will 
demand a statement next week 
from Stephen Byers, the new 
Trade and Industry Secretary, 
on reports that his predecessor 
Mr Mandelson, overruled civil 
servants who warned that he 
would have had a conflict of in- 
terests by remaining in charge 
of the Dome while also taking 
important decisions on some of 
the Dome’s financial backers, 
such as British Airways. 



Lord Fhlconer is a trusted colleague of Tony Blair's but some Tories view his 
appointment as another example of 'cronyism' 


PA 


A benieen 
Anglesey 


Belfast 
Bl m riugham 


OJ 

2.0 

0.1 

0.1 

2.5 


Bristol 

Buxton 

Gmfl H 

Clacton 

Crotner 

Edinburgh 

EjOBOUth 

Rsbguanl 

Folkestone 

Glasgow 

Hastings 


Isle-ofi-man 

Islo-of-urfgbt 

Jersey 

Kendal 


ith 3.0 
30 

1.5 

1.7 
4.9 

4.4 
Oil 

2.6 

3.7 
0 

3.5 

2.5 
0 


Lerwick 

Uttlehareptou 

London 

Lowestoft 


Margate 

Morecambe 

Newcastle 

Nerequay 

Norwic h 

Oxford 

ftoss-oo-arye 


3.5 

5.9 

0 

5.5 
3 5 
2.2 

4.6 
0 3 

1.6 

5.4 

5.0 

1.7 


0 32 
0.45 
0.17 
0.06 
0 34 
0.35 
048 
0.35 
0.35 
0.04 
0.03 
0.06 

0.58 
0.07 
0.36 
0 05 
0.05 
0.22 
0.20 
0.44 

0.04 

0.13 

0.24 

0.07 

0.08 

0.07 

0.18 

0.01 

0 . 0 ) 

0.20 

0.75 


45 

48 

45 

45 

45 


10 50 

8' 46 


41 

48 

48 

4B 


Scarborough • 5 6 0.03 


Shr e ws b ury 
Southend 
Southport 
Stornoway 
Swanage 
Thnby 
•RwijBay 


4.5 0.31 


6 46 

7 45 

11 52 

7 45 

11 52 

10 50 

8 46 
10 50 
10 50 

8 46 
7 45 

10 50 

9 48 

7 45 
10 50 

8 46 

8 46 

9 48 

8 46 

7 45 

a 46 
7 45 


- 0.08 
0 0 06 
2.6 0.30 10 50 


8 46 
8 46 


2.5 0.54 
5.0 0.79 


9 48 

11 52 


Weymouth 3.6 0.25 11 52 

24 hoars to 6pm (GMT) Sunday: 
Information by FA WeadierCentre 


THE WORLD 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 




Key 

BeteOT 

STo-htc ... 

S>120X 
■21-30 X 






iS&toJSs&Srta.-s&i 

THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 


:.^v 

V 
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Bank charges 
We don't. 


come Rain 
or Shine... 

HEAVY FLOODING from mon- 
soon rains in Malaysia kept 
more than 11,000 students out 
of classes yesterday as La 
Nina, a cold-weather system 
related to the El Nino phe- 
nomenon. tightened its grip on 
the country. 

The forced closures meant 
an extended holiday breakfor 
students and teachers of some 
43 schools, mostly near the 
worst-hit town of Pekan, in 
Pahang state, 450km (280 
miles) east of Kuala Lumpur. 


Open a Nationwide 
current account and by 
avoiding the banks you could avoid 
bank charges for everyday services. 
Whether you need to stop a cheque or order 
an extra statement, you can do so absolutely free. 
If you need ro arrange or use an overdraft - we 
won’t charge you a monthly fee, and wirh top value 
overdraft interest races you’re bound to appreciate 
the change. If that’s noc enough, you can withdraw 


Primarolo is 
named as new 
Paymaster 


GORDON BROWN compensat- 
ed for the loss of Charlie Whe- 
lan at the Treasury last night 
with one of his junior ministers. 
Dawn Primarolo, oeing pro- 
moted to replace Geoffrey 
Robinson who quit as Pay- 
master-General in the furore 
over his £373,000 loan to Peter 
Mandelson. 

Tony Blair had wanted to ap- 
point Geoff Hoon, a more 
Blairite minister, to replace Mr 
Robinson, but Mr Brown and 
senior colleagues were op- 
posed to the move amid reports 
that the Chancellor was re- 
sisting having Mr Blair's 
“spies” put into the Treasury. 

Downing Street denied that 
Lord Irvine, the Lord Chan- 
cellor had blocked the promo- 
tion of Mr Hoon, his minister in 
the Commons, because he is 
needed to deliver some forth- 
coming legislation. 

The Prime Minister's official 
spokesman said there was a 
delay in replacing Mr Robinson 
because the Prime Minister 
was on holiday in the Sey- 
chelles. Ms Primarolo, 44, once 
nicknamed “Red Dawn", was 
an active member of the left- 
wing Campaign Group of 
Labour MPs under Tony Benn 
until her promotion to the front 
bench, and is now a trusted 
member of Mr Brown's team. 

Michael Wills, another ally of 
Mr Brown, was also promoted 
to the Government as a junior 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry minister. Mr Wills was 
appointed by Mr Brown only a 
month ago to chair an impor- 
tant cross-party {pmip on prepa- 
ration for the single currency. 

A strong supporter of the 


By Colin Brown 
Chief Political Correspondent 

Chancellor's policy on the euro. 
Mr Wills accepted the post 
from Tony Blair by telephone 
but he was told he will be an un- 
paid minister. “We didn't re- 
verse the charges.” said Mr 
Biair's spokesman. 

Mr Blair was forced to jug- 
gle with an unpaid portfolio 
because Mr Robinson took no 
salary and the Government 
had readied the limit of 110 paid 
ministers allowed under Min- 
isterial and Other Salaries Act 
1975. Mr Wills was a policy ad- 
viser to the Chancellor on tack- 
ling the so-called “fat cats” in 
the privatised utilities and re- 
ducing VAT on fuel. 

He is a former broadcasting 
chief - who was once Peter 
MandeLson's boss at LWT - 
and entered Parliament after 
the 1997 general election as MP 
for Swindon North. There were 
claims in the constituency that 
as a strong supporter of New 
Labour he was parachuted into 
the seat by the Labour leader- 
ship ahead of a local union 
choice. 

Mr Wills replaces Barbara 
Roche, who is being moved 
from the DTI to the Treasury, 
to take up the vacancy left by 
Ms Primarolo. 

Stephen Timms was moved 
up a rung at the Department of 
Social Security to replace John 
Denham, moved in last week’s 
reshuffle to become Minister 
of Health. Mr Tunms's place 
will be taken by Hugh BayJey, 

the parliamentary aide to 
Prank Dobson, the Secretary of 
State for Health. 




money from over 18,000 LINK machines free of chaise. 

Because we are a building society we done have ro pay 
dividends to shareholders, unlike the banks. Instead we can 
pass the benefit back ro you, in che form of better value, 
year after year. 

Opening a current account couldn’t be easier - or make 
more sense. Simply call us on 0500 30 20 11, quoting 
re£ FP56, pop in to your local Nationwide branch, or visit 
our website at www.nationwide.co.uk 


It pays to decide... 
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LABOUR TURMOIL 


Ministers unite in delight at the 
downfall of a very uncivil servant 


PF 


By Andrew Grice 
P olitical Editor 

CHARLIE WHELAN Once 
begged Roger Lyons, leader of 
the MSF white-collar union, to 
lend him his mobile telephone 
during a union conference in 
Llandudno. 

Mr Lyons obliged, but was 
horrified when he read the 
diary column of The Times the 
next day which told the em- 
barrassing story of how he, a 
union boss supposedly fighting 
to save British jobs, had a for- 
eign-made phone. “I needed the 
fifty quid,” Mr Whelan told him. 

For the press officer of one 
union to treat the leader of an- 
other in such a manner was bad 
enough; but his enemies say Mr 
Whelan never really changed 
his rumbustious style when he 
moved into the world of politics. 

Before and after the 1997 
general election, he made a 
string of enemies among senior 
Labour politicians, which left 
him with very few friends when 
he needed them after last 
month's sudden resignation 
from the Cabinet of Peter Man- 
delson, his biggest foe of all. 

Mr Whelan knew he would 
be prime suspect when details 
emerged of Mr Mandelson's 
£373,000 personal loan from 
Geoffrey Robinson, the former 
paymaster-general. He denies 
passing the information to Paul 
Routledge, a dose friend, who 
included it in his unauthorised 
biography of Mr Mandelson to 
be published this month. 

Whatever the truth, it suited 
Mr Whelan's many ministerial 
critics to believe he played a 
part in the leak. JackStraw, the 
Home Secretary, and Robin 
Cook, Foreign Secretary never 
forgave Mr Whelan for appar- 
ently “cooking up” with a jour- 
nalist plans to privatise the 
Tote. It was Mr Straw’s area of 
responsibility and Air Cook is a 
horse racing fanatic; neither 
man knew any thing about the 
plan. 

Mr Cook also believes he fell 
victim to Mr Whelan’s spin that 
he was “soft” on spending, as 
the Chancellor's man high- 
lighted the lavish residences en- 
joyed by Britain's ambassadors 
abroad. David Bhmkett, Sec- 
retary of State for Education, 
Frank Dobson, Secretary of 
State for. Health, and George 
Robertson, Secretary of State 
for Defence, also suspect they 
were on the receiving rad of Mr 
Whelan’s spinning during last 
year’s spending review. 

Mo Mowlam, Secretary of 
r State for Northern Ireland, was 
furious to hear reports that Mr 
Whelan encouraged journal- 
ists not to give much coverage 
to the Chancellor's trip to Ul- 
ster last year. He apparently 
urged them to focus on the 
problems facing Mr Cook- an 
old enemy of Mr Brown - after 
he sacked his diary secretary 
at the Fbreign Office. 

Jade Cunningham had been 
furious at Treasury briefings 
against him while he was Agri- 
culture Minister and, in his 
new job as the Cabinet’s 
enforcer; was in a position to 
demand revenge. 

Chris Smith’s hostility to Mr 
Whelan dates back to his days 
as opposition social security 
spokesman, when he woke up 
to bear Raff o 4 announce a pol- 
icy change about child benefit 
of which he was unaware. 

Mr Mandelson was con- 
vinced the leak of his loan from 
Mr Robinson was the culmina- 
tion of a five-year guerrilla war 
against him by Mr Whelan. But 



Charlie Whelan enjoys a better moment with his boss and friend, Gordon Brown, who mast now do without the consummate skills of bis chief spin-doctor at the Treasury 

Six Cabinet Members Who Felt The Lash Of Whelan’s Tongue 



ROBIN COOK 

An “autti enemy" of Mr Brown, 
the Foreign Secretary believes 
he fell to spin that he was “soft- 
on spending, as the Chancellor's 
man highlighted the lavish 
residences enjoyed by Britain's 
ambassadors abroad. 


JACK CUNNINGHAM 

Furious about Treasury briefings 
against him while he was 
Minister of Agriculture. In his 
new job as the Cabinet's 
‘enforcer’, he was in a position 
to demand revenge. 


PETER MANDELSON 

He was convinced that the leak 
of his £373,000 home loan from 
the former paymaster-general, 
Geoffrey Robinson, was the 
culmination of a five-year 
guerrilla war conducted 
against him by Mr Whelan. 


MO MOWLAM 

The Northern Ireland Secretary 
was angered that journalists 
were encouraged to play down 
che Chancellor's trip to Ulster 
last year and to concentrate on 
problems facing Robin Cook - an 
old enemy of Mr Brown. 


CHRIS SMITH 

Hostility to Mr Whelan dates 
back to Mr Smith's days as 
opposition social security 
spokesman, when he woke up to 
hear Radio 4 announce a policy 
change about child benefit of 
which he was unaware. 


JACK STRAW 

With Robin Cook, he blamed Mr 
Whelan for “cooking up" with a 
journalist plans to privatise the 
Tote. As Home Secretary, it was 
Mr Straw's area of responsibility 
and Mr Cook is a horse racing fan: 
neither knew anything of the plan. 


this time, Mr Mandelson be- 
Beves, his enraty overplayed his 
hand. 

A friend of Mr Mandelson 
said yesterday; “They aimed to 
badly wound him, not to kill him 
off But at least his resignation 
may not now be in vain. The feet 
that Charlie is going too gives 
the Government a chance to 
lance the bo3.” 

Even ministers who have 
defended Mr Whelan since Mr 
Mandelson’s departure had 
their private grudges. Mar- 
garet Beckett, Leader of the 
Commons, was furious at the 
Treasury*!, spinning against 
her when she was drawing up 
policy on the minimum wage 
and trade union recognition. 

John Prescott, Deputy 
Prime Minister has mended his 
fences vrith Mr Brown but allies 
say he has not forgiven Mr 
Whelan for rubbishing his fight, 
when in opposition, against Mr 
Brown’s plans to set up a 
“super Treasury”. 

Alastair Campbell, Mr 
Blair's press secretary, paid a 
warm tribute to Mr Whelan yes- 
terday; saying he had played a 


key role in opposition and gov- 
ernment and predicting he 
would find a good new job. 

However; Whitehall insiders 
insist that behind the scenes, 
Mr Campbell, who is Mr Blair’s 
closest aide, had persuaded 
the Prime Minister that Mr 
Whelan had to go. “Alastair 
made it perfectly clear he 
would not work with Charlie, as 
did other senior people in Num- 
ber 10," said one source. 

Mr Whelan knew he had lit- 
tle credit in the bank with 
Downing Street or the cabinet 
ministers whose feathers he 
had ruffled over the years. He 
told friends yesterday; “I often 
got the blame for briefing 
against people when I was to- 
tally innocent It was because 
I played hard; politics is a rough 
game.” 

Allies insisted he had been 
thrnkfng since last autumn that 
it was time to move on after five 
years in the “24-hours-a-day" 
Treasury job. 

Mr Whelan insisted he had 
not been forced out, but had de- 
cided to quit on Sunday on the 
train journey back from a walk- 


ing holiday in Scotland. Al- 
though he tried to avoid news- 
papers, his break had been 
constantly interrupted by spec- 
ulation about his future, and he 
realised he had committed the 
cardinal sin of the spin-doctor. 
“I had become the story,” he 
told friends yesterday. 

Although aides of the Chan- 
cellor insist that Mr Whelan’s 
departure was not enforced by 
Mr Blair, Mr Brown was in 
regular contact with the Prime 
Minister last week during his 
family holiday in die Seychelles, 
when they are bound to have 
discussed Mr Whelan's position. 

Mr Blair is believed to have 
tried to persuade Mr Brown to 
dispense with Mr Whelan's ser- 
vices on at least two occasions 
- the first was immediately 
after the 1997 general election. 

Six months later Mr Blair 
was furious when Mr Whelan’s 
over-enthusiastic briefings 
about government policy on 
the single currency caused 
problems for sterling. He was 
spotted by the Liberal Democ- 
rats briefing journalists on his 
mobile phone from the Red 


Lion pub, his favourite haunt 
opposite the Treasury. 

Mr Blair hit the roof again a 
year ago when Mr Whelan 
helped Mr Routledge to write 
an authorised biography of the 
Chancellor which revealed his 
continuing bitterness at not 
becoming Labour leader when 
Mr BLair succeeded the late 
John Smith in 1994. 

On these occasions, Mr 
Brown studs loyally to his spin- 
doctor. But the shockwaves 
caused by the resignation of Mr 
Mandelson before Christmas - 
whether or not Mr Whelan was 
involved - appear to have 
changed the Chancellor's mind 

While Mr Brown professed 
publicly that he was “relaxed" 
over the speculation, in private 
he showed his first doubts 
about his loyal aide. “We just 
can’t have another week like 
that,” he told Mr Whelan after 
the media feeding frenzy that 
followed Mr Mandelson’s 
resignation. 

“Gordon had always seen 
Charlie as a huge asset Fbr the 
first time, be realised that he 
might be a liability and that be 


was da m a g ing the Government 
and Gordon himself." said a 
Treasury source. 

Mr Whelan, a 44-year-old 
football fanatic and season 
ticket-holder at Spurs, was 
educated at a minor public 
school Ottershaw, but reports 
that he adopted his Cockney ac- 
cent are wide of the mark. After 
a brief and unhappy spell as a 
City trader, the former Com- 
munist became press officer for 
the AEEU engineering union, 
working for Jimmy Airiie, a 
left-wing official and his hero 
and political mentor. Ironically, 
Mr Mandelson was heavily in- 
volved in Mr Whelan's move to 
Mr Brown’s staff in 1994, just be- 
fore John Smith's death frac- 
tured their relationship. 

As be successfully remod- 
elled Mr Brown's image, Mr 
Whelan’s relations with West- 
minster journalists had pienty 
of ups and downs. He was seen 
as a valuable source, and great 
fun, especially after a few 
spritzers. But some journal- 
ists complained that he was un- 
reliable, pointing to pre-Budget 
steers that deliberately misled 


~ for example, that the middle- 
classes would be squeezed- so 
that the actual event got head- 
lines such as ‘‘Brown spares 
middle classes.” 

Such tricks worked, but Mr 
Whelan made more enemies. 
His reputation was not en- 
hanced by a documentary in 


which he was filmed hectoring 
journalists over the phone. 
After one conversation, he 
turned to the camera and 
quipped: “You have to be eco- 
nomical with the truth some- 
times." adding with a smile: 
“You should never tie, but it’s 
very difficult" 


Brown’s ever-decreasing inner circle 



THE DEPARTURE of Charlie 
Whelan removes another key 
player from the inner circle of 
Gordon Brown, whose power- 
base has been progressively 
weakened by Tbny Blair. 

The Chancellor has now 
seen three of his closest allies 
moved from their jobs. Against 
his wishes, Mr Blair moved 
Nick Brown from 1 he pivotal job 
of Chief Whip to Minister of 
Agriculture last July. 

Last month, Geoffrey Robin- 
son - the Tteasury minister 
closest to Mr Brown and re- 
garded by the Chancellor as his 
“wise unde" - was forced to re- 
sign after a series of allegations 
over his business career before 
he became Paymaster-General. 

Now Mr Brown is to part 
company with the press secre- 
tarywhohasassidiiously-and 
sometimes over-zealousty- re- 
shaped and built up his image 
for the past five years. 

Mr Brown may have finally 
judged that his spin-doctor's 


by Andrew Grice 

continued presence might have 
stretched relations with the 
Prime Minister to breaking 
point 

Mr Blair was justifiably irri- 
tated that “Mr Brown’s allies” 
-presumed to be Mr Whelan - 
described the Chancellor as 
the managing director who ran 
the Government and Mr Blair 


as the non-executive chairman, 
a kind of smiling front man. 

A member of the Blair camp 
saidyesterday “There can only 
ever be one Prime Minister 
Gordon has got to learn that” 

Now ministers hope Mr 
Whelan’s departure will enable 
Mr Blair and Mr Brown to 
draw a line under their past dif- 
ferences, which stem from Mr 
Brown’s disappointment that 


Mr Blair became Labour leader 
after John Smith died in 1994. 
They also believe it will be eas- 
ier for Mr Brown to achieve a 
long-promised reconciliation 
with Mr Mandelson, whom he 
has not forgiven fbr backing Mr 
Blair in 1994. 

“Gordon makes enemies; he 
always seems to want to give 
people a bloody nose,” said a 
cabinet minister With Mr Whe- 


lan no longer ra the scene, min- 
isters say theywUl find out how 
much of the Brown camp's ag- 
gression was due to the spin- 
doctor's style and how much be 
was merely acting on his mas- 
ter’s orders. 

Mr Blair’s allies want Mr 
Brown to cement his relation- 
ship with the Prime Minister 
rather than build on his al- 
liance with John Prescott, after 


Whelan’s Statement of Resignation 


“Having returned From 
holiday and looked 
carefully at Che press' 
coverage oF the last 7 0 
days, I want to make it 
absolutely dear that I was 
not responsible For 
disclosing any Information 
about Peter Mandelson's 
mortgage and I refute any 
suggestion that I was. 


“I do, however, cake the 
view that the job of press 
secretary becomes 
extremely difficult if the 
press secretary, and not 
the department he serves, 
becomes the story and the 
subject of excessive 
attention. 

“It is absurd that, on 
the day the euro starts 


trading. In the week the 
Monetary Policy 
Committee is meeting and 
when the Chancellor is 
working on a number of 
important Initiatives for 
the new year, that there is 
such attention focused on 
me. 

“Therefore, as soon as 
an appropriate 


opportunity becomes 
available, I will move but. 
in the meantime, I will 
continue to do my job at 
the Treasury to the best 
of my ability, promoting 
the New Labour policies 
on which Tony Blair and 
Gordon Brown have 
worked so closely for so 
long." 


their agreement to reassert 
tradffio^ Labour values since 
Mr Mandelson’s departure. “He 
has much more In common 
with Tony than Prescott," said 
one insider 

Friends insist Mr Brown will 
prove a loyal and dependable 
Chancellor; and can become 
one of the most successful this 
century. 

Mr Blair and Mr Brown are 
well aware of the dangers to 
both erf them; Baroness Thatch- 
er’s allies believe she never re- 
covered from the resignation of 
Nigel Lawson as Chancellor 
after a series erf battles between 
No 19 and No 11. A year later, 
she was forced out 

So Mr Blair and Mr Brown 
have every incentive to draw a 
line under the destabilising 
events of recent weeks. "Their 
relationship is either the rock on 
which the Government is built, 
or the rock into which the whole 
enterprise is shipwrecked," said 
an ally of Mr Brown. 
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Police suspended over death in custody 


THE SISTER of an apparently 
healthy man who died within 15 
minutes of being dragged into 
a police station is calling for 
criminal charges to be brought 

The Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice is examining a file on the 
case of Christopher Alder, 37, a 
Former paratrooper who was 
found dead on the floor of apo- 
lice station in Hull last yean He 
had been left there by officers 
who thought he was asleep. 

A report by a Home Office 
pathologist. Dr John Cb aimer 
Clark, concluded that the fail- 
ure to recognise Mr Alder was 
unconscious was potentially 


By Kathy Marks 

“an important factor” in his 
death. Had be received medical 
attention, he might have sur- 
vived, Dr Clark said 

Five police officers who were 
on duty that night have been 
suspended, and the Police 
Complaints Authority has 
passed the results of its inves- 
tigation to the CPS. 

Mr Alder’s sister; Janet, be- 
lieves he was not looked after 
properly because he was black 
She wants toknowwbyhe was 
unconsdous when he arrived at 
the police station. 


MrAldec who had no known 
health problems, was arrested 
after a brawl outside a nightclub 
in Hull on 1 April He was taken 
to hospital vrith superficial in- 
juries, treated and discharged, 
then put into the back of a po- 
lice van, to which he walked 
unaided. 

According to the version of 
events outlined in Dr Clark’s re- 
port, Mr Alder did not respond 
when police opened the doors 
of the van. They thought he was 

asleep, so they took hold of both 
his arms and lifted him out Of- 
ficersthen dragged him into the 
station and along to the charge 


room. Mr Aider; who has two 
children and was training as a 
computer programmer, was 
placed face down on the floor; 
his arms handcuffed behind 
his back. Three minutes later; 
police removed bis handcuffs. 
After another 10 minutes they 
checked him again and dis- 
covered he was dying- Efforts 
to resuscitate him foiled. 

Dr Clark who conducted a 
post-mortem examination, con- 
cludes: “The foot that his un- 
conscious state was not 
recognised as he lay motionless 
<m the floorfor at least 10 min- 
utes, and that he was not given 


appropriate treatment straight 
away, ie basic first aid to keep 
his airway dear and transfer to 
hospital, could have been an im- 
portant factor in his death- 

“Had he received immediate 
attention, then there is cer- 
tainly a possMy that his death 
could have been prevented.” 

Ms Alder said she was hor- 
rified when she read the report 
“They treated Christopherlike 
an animal ” she said. “The 
video evidence shows he was 
unconscious when he was 
dragged into the station ... Why 
dkbft they take him back to hos- 
pital?" She wants an inquest to 


be held as soon as possible, and 

is seeking funds for an inde- 
pendent pathologists report 
The cause of Mr Alder's 
death was probably “multi- 
factorial”, according to Dr 
Clark; a combination of drink- 
ing four pints of lagen possibly 
missing a heartbeat due to ag- 
itation, slight asphyxia, and 
being placed in a dark van on 
his own. Dr Clark wrote: “Most 
difficult, and most crucial to un- 
derstand, is wbabhappened to 
him in the police van between 

leaving the hospital and arriving 


came acutetyunwefl. there, going 


from being normal to uncon- 
sckms within a few minutes, or 
something else happened.” 

Ms Aider said: “Christopher 
had been discharged from hos- 
pital so clearly there were no 
concerns about his health. The 
Home Office report says there 
was nothing wrong with his 
heart or his brain. I want to 
know the cause of death and I 
want the people responsible to 
be brought to justice." 

Humberside Police declined 
to comm ent on the case. A Po- 
lice Federation representative 
said none of the suspended of- 
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Gales leave 

thousands 

powerless 


.45 GALES continued to tear 
across Britain yesterday, one 
man died and thousands were 
left without electricity only days 
after their power had been re- 
stored following the Boxing 
Day storms. 

The 74-year-old man, who 
has not been named, was blown 
into the River Almond at C ra- 
re on d, Edinburgh, as winds 
gusted at up to 94mph in Scot- 
land. The ferocity of the storm 
came close to matching the 
lOAmph of 26 December, the 
worst blast across south-west 
Scotland for 30 years. 

In Ireland, rescue workers 
were continuing to search 
along the west Cork coastline 
for a German couple who dis- 
appeared on New Year’s Eve 
during severe weather: Police 
fear they may have been swept 
into the sea while out walking. 

A police spokesman said 
that hopes of finding the 33- 
year-old man and his 21-year- 
old companion alive were 
fading but added that the 
search was likely to continue for 
a few more days. 

In Britain, two people have 
already died in the bitter 
weather and dozens of sailors 
had to be rescued at the week- 
end because of high winds. 

Ebrecasfcers said high winds 
would die down and be fol- 


By Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 
and Kate Watson-Smyth 

lowed, by heavy rain in many 
parts of the country. The Envi- 
ronment Agency warned that 
rivers in the Midlands were 
particularly at risk, with belts 
of heavy rain sweeping in from 
the south. The Met Office pre- 
dicted more than two indies of 
rain for some areas in pro- 
longed showers that will swell 
rivers to breaking point and 
flood roads. 

Amber flood warnings were 
issued for the River Severn at 
Gloucester the River Leam in 
\%nvickshire and the Aran near 
Rugby. 

There were less serious yel- 
low alerts on rivers in East An- 
glia, the Midlands, the South and 
South-west and on the River 
Dyfi and the Wye in Wales. 

ScottishPower estimated 
about 18,000 customers were 
without electricity, including 
many who were cut off for days 
after Boxing Day. Lockerbie, in 
Dumfries and Galloway, suf- 
fered as 20 oak trees crashed 
across cables. 

A spokeswoman for Scottish- 
Power praised the work of over- 
head, linesmen. some of whom 
travelled from companies south 
of the border to restore supplies 



Lorries at the mercy of strong winds on the high loop of the M73 yesterday, when police were forced to shot the M73 and the M8 outside Glasgow Ashley Coombes 


and bad not seen their Families week’s storms had their power Motorists were warned by coast feny services were sus- hides, caravans and cyclists, weather showed no signs of set- 

for more than a week. turned off again for repairs. police not to venture out unless pended in the wild weather. Many island sailings by Scottish fling down. “The wind is dying 

In Northern Ireland, about A spokeswoman for Northern absolutely necessary as Fallen trees .also halted all ferry operator Caledonian down but there will be heavy 

LOO0 people were thought to be Ireland Electricity said: “As fast driving snow created blizzards, services on the East Coast MacBrqyne were suspended, as rain and we have issued weath- 

without power; and a further as we get more people back on TheMB through Glasgow was main railway fine. ~ • were services to Northern Ire- er warnings for hilly areas 

1,000 who had been given tem- we have others going off again closed after two lorries were The Forth and Tay Bridges land from Stranraer which will be seeing prolonged 

porary electricity after last because of the severe weather:" . blown over and most west were dosedtohighsiSed’ve^ -The Met Office said the rain over the next few days." 


YOU CAN I 
AFFORD 10 

THINK BIG 
AT THE 
my SALE! 

Home Studio™ Plus System 

with Intel 4 ' Pentium’ il Processor 400MHz 


5LTK CPU Cachfi 


OSVE F.tu SD RAM IOOMH 2 


y JGB ultra DMA ICC 
Hard ftsE Dnve 


15" SVGA .28 Coioi» M 
3MB AGP 30 Accelerated 
Gtjfihig. Card 

DVD PijM C«iw> compatible wih CO 
1 Zreanw Cate SoundBlaster 64 
Wjvcubie Intepaed Sound phe; 
Tinv CPR50 Stereo Speakn 


Olympus UMtOpBCnmA 
Imaging Editing Software 


Flatbed Colour Scanner 

Joystick 

Wans Fan, Modem 

V .90 56 Kbps 

fWS. ttiet BT bneOre 

tniema itoaess 

Tree MkrosoR' Windows* 98 
Interacting Tutorial Software 

Widows 98 

Over £430 of Microsoft 
and Other Software. 

Plus 4 OVD Titles 




87 SHOWROOMS NATIONWIDE 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - . OPEN 9om TO 2pm MON SAT 


9VCM4CAII 

mnwM 

wow 


- B 6 e n« 

WtiUJl 

BRfettY 




SOUGH 

IflHU 

soumwrm 

siottta-ron 

wnuw 

amw 

WKSO 

SVMDW 

nwnii 

nun 

1UWHDE2WOLS 

MMWGTOH 

mOHKD 

am 

ncueoHMpm 

MHDGMBt 

WWSlQl 
__ ttts 

- po t 

enSntar. 


FOR MORE 

0800 783 4576 




TOT COMPUTERS LIMITED, REDHIU. SUXNSSS PMBC. BQMEHUBST ROAD, SAUOR5. CKBMU. 
SUBSET RH1 5YB. FAX 01293 822 514. WWW.tfnjtCOIT? 


THINK BIG ABOUT YOUR PC. THINK wiflX 


26 


E 


NOTHING TO PAY UNTIL THE YEAR 2000 - NOT EVEN A DEPOSIT 

STUDIO ' Fl^S SYSTEM - PC t±ir Cl 50 ’^5 ’hi fcfcrj ij*. CO + VAT >£ 17.5 : : J i Wae nwiiLrcI am ^oup-v or &t; ritra! frre- 

UtHKibnif prr 36 mrtH. 1 * cf £27i7. To*' jvirrt p/ndr £3165-52. iFT? tf ^*rl tied from tby tn? ri 'tif&n qu&bo* 0&1 rrsjcst Fir£r.<r s.fljrc’ 1: St t:x. 


v 5 w»— wv: * wiw* i *u mw .»». -.atio * s-rve now ft*' cNi* Jiuot, nriw. Coen: » Ami in uam id itnui) iirnroii ol l.- j. jobs w rerjv- 1 

IMS Inc* *•».- U« >4 Wrtell. w UMNlMki. nT If. i n ic* LJI-y-iTn lif.-Cr. Wen * -i »>■ ul »T.»0. Oder *WCJ 10 .LKCV; Plfeoa . ‘ 


Hanged girl, 8, was victim of 
bullying at primary school 


A GIRL of eight found hanged 
with a skipping rope in her bed- 
room had been bullied at herpri- 
mary scbooL 

Marie Bentham was discov- 
ered dead by her mother on Sat- 
urday night two days before she 
was due to return to school In 
Iriam, Greater Manchester, 
after the Christmas holidays. 

She was last seen alive when 
she was sent to her room after 
an argument with her five-year- 
old sister. Her mother Debbie, 
found her hanging when she 
went to check on her She rang 
for an anfoulance and was given 
advice on resuscitation from the 


by Kate Watson-Smyth 

operator who is now receiving 
counselling. 

Last night, it emerged that 
Mrs Bentham had twice raised 
concerns about bullying at her 
daughter's school. Police are 
now investigating links be- 
tween bulging and the tragedy 

A spokesman for Salford Ed- 
ucation Authority said yesterday 
that the incidents were not 
“anything out of the ordinary” 
and had been fully investigated. 

It is understood that Ms 
Bentham did not mention bul- 
lying when she spoke to police. 


in Brief 

Cruelty case dog handlers sacked 

TWO POIJCE dog handlers convicted of cruelty were 
dismissed by the Chief Constable of Essex, David Stephens. 
Sergeant Andrew^ White, 38, and^ Constable Kenneth 
Boorman, 45, worked at the dog section wbere animals were 
kicked and one died. Sergeant Stephen Hopkins. 42, who was 
also convicted, was banned from working with dogs. 

Shipman remanded in custody 

a GP accused of killing eight patients was remanded in 
custody bY magistrates in Tameside, Greater Manchester; 
yesterday. Harold Shipman, 52 was told he would be 
committed for crown court trial on Thursday on charges 
of killing Ivy Lomas, 63, and Marie Quinn, 67. 

Boy, 15, found dead on beach 

POLICE in Lincolnshire are investigating the death of a 
15-year- old boy whose badly beaten body was found on a 
beach at Skegness yesterday Officers are examining film 
from dosed-orcuit television cameras in Skegness town 
centre and from security cameras at a nightclub. 

Prison officers hurt in fires 

A total ef 16 prison officers at Maghabeny Prison, 

Lisburn, Co Antrim, have gone on rick leave after fires 
were started by inmates angry at bang locked up. 


David aaronovitch 



My children are almost 
never late and homework 
is done on time 


I N TI I E T l } liS DAY REV I H ^ V PAG E 3 


A police spokesman said any 
allegations of bullying would be 
considered as part of the in- 
vestigation into all drciun- 
stances of the death. The results 
of a post-mortem examination 
are expected today. 

Mark Caroline, director of 
education and leisure for Sal- 
ford, confirmed the family had 
raised concerns last term. He 
said senior staff dealt with the 
events, which were logged. 
“They reflect the kind of con- 
cerns which many parents 
raise during the course of the 
school yean" he said. 

It is understood one of the in- 


cidents involved two groups of 
girls at Marie's school falling out 

However; Marie’s aunt Karen 
Bentham. said: “Marie said that 
she was being bullied at school 
and did not want to go back." 

Aspecial assembly was held 
at Moorfield primary school in 
Higher Iriam yesterday where 
the head teacher, John Walsh, 
paid tribute to Marie, who cel- 
ebrated her birthday on Boxing 
Day “This is a terrible tragedy 
and everyone at the school is 
deeply upset,” he said. “She was 
such a popular pupfl.” 

Ms Bentham was being com- 
forted by relatives last night. 


New suspect in 
toad massacres 


TWO AMATEUR sleuths believe 
they may have solved the mys- 
tery of the legless toads, 
slaughtered by a killer who 
took only their legs. 

Naturalists reported the first 
mass toad murder to 1997 when 
hundreds of legless corpses 
were found in south west Scot- 
land. Scientists said the legs had 
been expertly removed by 
pulling them out of their skin, 
leavingit turned inside out like 
a pair of used stockings. 

Suspicion fell on local restau- 
rateurs - but a new analysis 
suggests they are in (he dear. 

Paul Duff, a vet in C nlgath. 
Cumbria, and Stephen Hewitt, 
curator of natural sciences at 
Tuihe House Museum in 
Carlisle, reopened the files of two 
similar incidents last year At 
Winterhope reservoir, in Dum- 
fries and Galloway, 355 muti- 
lated toads were counted near 
the water’s edge; while more 
than 30 toads were slaughtered 
in a pond in a private garden. 

Pathology tests found that all 
the animals had suffered the 
same fate - a neat incision 
along the belly followed by the 
removal of the legs by pulling 
or •‘degtoving” them. “There 


By Steve Connor 
Science Editor 


were, however; a number of sig- 
nificant additional findings,” 
tiie two researchers report in 
Veterinary Record, 

When they re-examined the 
dead toads they found that 
some had suffered puncture 
holes in their skin - probably 
caused by tiny teeth. The rem- 
nants of toad leg bones were 
then found in nearby “spraints" 
or dung deposits of the British 
otter, Lutra lutra. 

‘There are now several rea- 
sons for considering that these 
incidents were caused by free- 
living predators rather than 
humans," say the pair. 

Mr Hewitt said that although 
the evidence falls short of proof 
that otters were to blame, it is 
the most incriminating infor- 
mation yet to emerge. 

But one mystery remains. Tt 
is curious that we have had no 
previous reports of large num- 
bers of toads being killed in this 

way.” Mr Hewitt said. He sug- 
gested that just one or two ot- 
ters had leamt to extract the 
fleshiest parts of the toad - the 
fogs -from the foul-tasting skin. 
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Stars rally to support Grade’s ‘fobbed off’ aunt 
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Sir Cameron Mackintosh; Theatrical impresario 


Railways 
struggle 
to agree 
timetable 


By Tara Conlan 


THE media and theatre im- 
presarios Michael Grade and 
Sir Cameron Mackintosh are 
embroiled in a dispute over the 
renaming of the Prince of 
Wales Theatre in the West 
End of London. 

The pair have been accused 
of stalling on a promise to re- 
name the theatre after its for- 
mer owner Lord Delfont, the 
late unde of Mr Grade and a 
mentor of Sir Cameron. 

Lady Delfont. whose hus- 
band ran the Prince of Wales, 
said she “was in despair" over 
the delay- She is backed by an 
impressive array of show- 
business stars including the 
actor Sir John Mills and the co- 
median Norman Wisdom. 

Theatre insiders say that Mr 
Grade, the former head of 
Channel 4, and Sir Cameron, 
who are both on the board of 
tiie company that 'owns the 
theatre, have had second 
thoughts as the name Prince 
of Whies is more marketable. 

Neither Mr Grade nor Sir 
Cameron would comment 
other than to say that no date 




The Prince of Wales Theatre, and its former owner, the late Lord Delfont 


has been set for the renaming. 
Lady Delfont said the change 
was promised three years ago. 

She said; *Tm in despair 
about it. They keep putting it 
o£ It is very upsetting. I just 
keep getting fobbed off. I don’t 
know whether HI live to see it 
People forget so easily. I don't 
see why they go on waiting. It's 
not right" 

Sir John MOls said there 
was “no doubt whatsoever" 
that the change should go 
ahead, adding he was “sure it 
would meet with great ap- 
proval from the entire profes- 
sion". He was supported 
Norman Wisdom, fellow co- 


median Buss Abbott and the 
singer Frankie Vaughan, who 
said it was “insensitive and in- 
delicate 11 not to reveal when 
the change would take place. 

Lord Delfont was a show- 
business giant working right 
up until his death from a heart 
attack at the age of 84 in 1994. 
7b millions he was the man 
who escorted foe Queen into 
foe Royal Variety Perfor- 
mance. With his two brothers, 
Lew and Leslie Grade, he 
dominated foe entertainment 
world for years, bringing over 
American stars such as Judy 
Garland to perform in London. 

He also founded foe leisure 


company First Leisure, which 
owns 50 per cent of Delfont 
Mackintosh. Cameron Mack- 
intosh owns the other half 

One dose friend of Lord 
Delfont, who did not wish to be 
named, said: “Why don’t Grade 
and Mackintosh just allay peo- 
ple’s fears and tell us when it’s 
going to happen? 

“Delfont founded Delfont 
Mackintosh [the company that 
owns the Prince of Vfeles] and 
helped Cameron a lot Delfont 
was Michael Grade's unde, for 
goodness sake. You would have 
thought the pair of them would 
be shouting from the rooftops 
about this." 



Michael Grade: Accused of stalling on a promise 
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RAIL PASSENGERS may not 
be able to plan their journeys 
over one of the year's busiest 
holiday seasons because the in- 
dustry is struggling to put to- 
gether a timetable. 

Rail track and the train op- 
erators have just four days to 

finalm the. THoKten- timrtahte hft- 
fore incurring the wrath of the 
Rail Regulator The industry ad- 
mits-: foe tknetabteis still not 
complete. 

The companies were re- 
cently reprimanded for failing 
to organise services for foe 
Christmas and New Year peri- 
ods. As a last resort, they can 
be fined. 

Under foe complex system 
for regulating the privatised in- 
dustry the train companies 
and Railtrack must agree 12 
weeks in advance which ser- 
vices will run and which will be 
(suacelled for engineering work. 
This is to allow travellers to be 
able to book with confidence. 

The Regulator; Chris Bolt, is 
worried the industry win not hit 
foe target for Good Frida# 
which this year foils on 2 April. 
Under the rule - known as T 
minus 12 - passengers should 
be able to book for foe Friday 
holiday from 9 January. The in- 
dustry has another week to hit 
the deadline for Easter Monday. 

A spokeswoman for Rail- 
track said that where it had had 
bids from tram operating com- 
panies (Toes) it was “likely” the 
great majority of foe timetable 
would be complete in time. But 

she added: ‘TVe have a few bits 

and bobs outstanding. There 
are some Tbcs where we are ac- 
tively working and there are 
some delays in tiie bidding sys- 
tem. We are hoping that it will 
be mostly uploaded on to foe 
system for booking. The in- 
dustry is working very hard on 

this one." 


by Philip Thornton 
Transport Correspondent 

A spokesman for Mr Bolt 
said; “T minus 12 is not just for 
Christmas, it is for the whole 
year round, but there are obvi- 
ous pinch points such as half- 
term holidays and Easter. Our 
concerns s till exist because 
foe processes are not right yet 
to enable T minus 12 to be a re- 
liable programme.” But he said 
early signs showed the indus- 
try was better prepared than it 
was 13 weeks before Christmas. 

The Office of the Rail Regu- 
lator has called for a compre- 
hensive review to improve foe 
system, which was started by 
foe Conservative government 
five years ago. The regulator's 
spokesman admitted T minus 
12 was a “trifle optimistic" but 
said the 12-week period itself 
was not up for renegotiation. 

The problem stems from 
the fact that Railtrack, which 
tins an ambitious engineering 
programme, uses tank holi- 
days to carryout maintenance 
work to avoid disrupting com- 
muters. Meanwhile, train firms 
want to run more sendees to at- 
tract new passengers. 

The 25 train companies cur- 
rently face a separate threat of j 
a fine from Mr Bolt They will i 
be fined £500,000 unless they im- 
prove markedly the telephone 
inquiry service, which has not | 
met performance targets. 

■ Railtrack has offered to do- 
nate up to £10,000 to charity 
after an administrative error 
led to north London residents 
bang given just one week's 
notice of 60 hours of noisy en- 
gineering work over Christmas. 
The company carried out 

“unavoidably noisy" work -in- 
volving drills, cranes and flood- 
lights - along the TOsst Coast 
main line near Primrose Hill. 


Stalker jailed for 
6-year campaign 


A FORMER Royal Nayy petty 
fleer who has stalked a woman 
for see years and is said to. 
have “destroyed" her life was 


It is the fourth time Antho- 
ny Bursting, has been sent 
to prison for harassing Hacey 
Morgan, 30. 

Burstow was jailed for three 
years in March 1996 after being 

convicted of inflicting psycho- 
logical grierousbodity harm on 

his victim in a case that set a 
precedent and which played a 
part is the introduction of anti- 
sbffltrng laws in 1997. 

Magistrates at Bracknell, 
Berkshire, jailed Burstow yes- 
terday for 16 weeks. He had 
been found guilty at an earlier 
hearing of harassing Ms Mor- 
gan. The bendi also banned 
him from entering Berkshire, 
where his victim hves».orfroin 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

winwmmifaling urith Ms Mbtf- 
gather family or friends. The 
court was told he had amimued 
his s taffing ' camp ai g n a gainst 
her after - befog released from 
prison on ficencein June 1997. 

Jh January bstyeai; Buistow 
sent Ms Morgan a birthday 
card, and parked Ms car near 
her home in Crowthome, 

fr eaking the conditions ofhi s pa- 

role. Previously he had bom.- 
bardedherwith telephone calls 
and letters, broken into her 
borne, stolen her underwear 
and followed her 
" Outside foe court, Ms Mor- 
gan said: “Justice has been 
done today but ... I just feel 
there are so many loopholes in 
the k^al system that nded to be 
addressed and highlighted" 
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Third pupil 


contracts 


meningitis 


A TEENAGER who used to at- 
tend the school where two 
friends died of meningitis is 
thought to have contracted die 
disease. 

Louise Salmons, 1$, was 
undergoing tests at Barnsley 
District General Hospital yes- 
terday where she was said to be 
in a stable condition. 

She was a pupil of Wath 
Comprehensive School near 
Rotherham, Yorkshire, until 
June and remained a member 
of the same social circle as the 
school's two meningitis vic- 
tims. Claire Wilkinson, 14, and 
her friend Adam Rawson, 15, 
both died from the meningo- 
coccal C strain on New Year’s 
Eve. 

Dr Tim Patterson, Rother- 
ham’s director of public health, 
said Louise was being treated 
as a probable case of meningi- 
tis infection. 

He added; “What actually 
kills people is septicaemia, 
which is blood poisoning. You 
can get it from any of the bac- 
terial fo rms nf maningftis - 
“In Rotherham, we have 
seen a tot of septicaemia, which 
seems to be C strain. The 
teenage age group do seem to 
have a higher fatality rate - it 
seems to strike them down.” 

AD 1,700 pupils at the school 
at Wato-on-Dearne were given 
antibiotics at the weekend in an 


by locise Jury 


attempt to combat the spread 
of germs. 

After the form of meningitis 
was identified as one that can 
be vaccinated against, an im- 
munisation programme was 
launched at the school yester- 
day. The school is to remain 
closed today as a mark of re- 
spect and pupils will return to 
lessons tomorrow. 

Michelle DowtiaH, whose 12- 
year-old son Liam is at the 
school, said she was very im- 
pressed with toe steps that 
had been taken since the 
deaths. 

*1 am shocked to think what 
has happened is on our 
doorstep, r am a bit worried but 
very impressed that they have 
agreed to immunise the chil- 
dren which is a good step. 

“My son is OK. He is taking 
it all in his stride. Kids do - it’s 
the parents who bend to worry.” 

Dawn Johnson, who has a 
12-year-old daughter at the 
school, said: “We were wor- 
ried before but now we have 
seen everything and they have 
explained it all we feel better.” 

Robert Godbet; head teacher 
at Wath Comprehensive, said 
parents and pupils had react- 
ed with a “calm dignity” to the 
tragedy. 

“I have seen no anger; no ir- 


ritation, no hysteria. That 
strikes me as a very remark- 
able reflection on the commu- 
nity here. Obviously people are 
anxious, but they have all been 
absolutely splendid.’ 

Meningitis can be viral or 
bacterial. Anne-Marie Delrosa 
of the National Meningitis Thust 
said it was the bacterial form 
that could MIL The A strain was 
rarely seen in toe UK, B was the 
main cause of bacterial menin- 
gitis, with C the second causa 

A rash that does not disap- 
pear when pressed firmly is the 
distinctive feature, but flu-like 
symptoms alone can indicate 
meningitis infection. Cases 


have been on the increase for 
the past decade although there 
was a slight drop towards the 
end of 1998. 

This time of the year sees the 
highest incidence of the dis- 
ease. Yesterday it was report- 
ed that a six-year-old boy from 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, 
was though to have died of 
meningitis C on 29 December. 
A suspected meningitis patient, 
a 38-year-old woman, was flown 
180 miles from Arrowe Park 
Hospital in the Wlrral to North 
Ttees General in Middlesbrough 
because no other intensive care 
bed was available 
■ The National Meningitis 
Trust has an information 
helpline on 0845 6000800. 



Selina Haagenson: Asking where her daddy is 


Martin Rickett 


Vaccine averted flu chaos 


Britain refuses girl 
entry to see father 


MEDICAL SURVEILLANCE in 
Britain may have prevented a 
for worse outbreak of flu than 
the one currently sweeping the 
country experts said yesterday 
The Sydney flu, which forced 
more than 45,000 people to take 
to their beds over Christmas, 
was detected in a handful of 
cases last winter and incorpo- 
rated into the flu vaccine given 
to the elderly and vulnerable in 
the autumn. 

Dr Douglas Fleming, of the 
flu monitoring unit of the Royal 
College of General Practition- 
ers, said: ‘Tf it wasrft in the vac- 
cine strain, the outbreak of flu 
now would most certainly have 
been worse. But because we 
have good surveillance in 
place, it was picked up last 
winter.” 

IDs unit reported 93 cases of 
flu for every 100,000 people for 
the week to 27 December. The 
later 1 ”gures from the Public 
Health Laboratory Service 
show 103 cases per 100,000 in 


BY LOUISE JURY 


northern and central England 
with only 41 in toe South. 

A rate of fewer than 50 cases 
per 100,000 people is common- 
place in winter; between 50 and 
300 is usual when flu viruses are 
circulating, and more than 200 
is rated as above average. 
Above 400 is “exceptional" and 
regarded as an epidemic. 

Dr Fleming said he expect- 
ed to see toe figures rise sig- 
nificantly as the Sydney flu and 
more cases of the Peking flu, 
which caused problems last 
winter; hit toe South. 

“We have seen it rise in toe 
North and central regions, but 
iq> to now not in the South. I 
cannot think that’s a situation 
that can continue - 1 expect a 
sharp increase in toe South.” 

Simon Barber, of the Public 
Health Laboratory Service, 
said both strains now prevalent 
in Britain caused the aches 
and pains associated with the 


Alness. “If you have flu, you tend 
to know it and be totally 
knocked out The best thing to 
do is get to bed, drink liquids 
and take medication to relieve 
the symptoms.” 

A spokesman for S mith Klin e 
Beecham, which makes cold 
and flu remedies, said: “There 
was certainly a significant sales 
increase in the run-up to 
Christmas and this has con- 
tinued to accelerate.” 

But Stephen Thornton, of the 
NHS Confederation repre- 
senting health authorities and 
trusts, said toe current prob- 
lems in hospitals were not prin- 
cipally toe result of the flu 
outbreak. “Every year, this is 
the busiest week of toe health 
service year - everybody puts 
off their i llness and then rush- 
es to toe doctor after the holi- 
day period,” he said. The 
unique factor this winter was 
the significant shortage of staff 
particularly nurses. “That is the 
special ingredient," he said. 


THE FOREIGN Office is refus- 
ing to allow a two-year-old 
British girl to come to this 
country to see her father for 
toe first time because he is a 
prison inmate. 

Selina Haagenson, who wfll 
be three in Ju|y was bora in the 
Philippines, shortly after her 
fathei; Paul, a Yorkshire busi- 
nessman, was arrested and 
jailed in Britain. Her family say 
that although the girl has 
British citizenship. Foreign Of- 
fice staff are refusing to give 
her Fllipina mother a British 
visa on the basis that the 
woman would not be living 
with her husband and might try 
to claim state benefits. 

TTie treatment, which has 
important implications for the 
rights of prisoners, has 
sbockedSefina'sgrandparenls, 
who have sworn an affidavit to 
take fan responsibility for their 
granddaughter and 34-year-old 
daughter-in-law, Rosalie, until 
Haagenson s release. 


BY IAN BURRELL 
Home Affairs Correspondent 


Haagensorfs mother; Frieda, 
said immigration officials had 
been allowed to examine toe 
family's finances. She said 
there was a self-contained 
apartment within her Blackpool 
home where she wished her 
daughter-in-law to stay. “Ros- 
alie is a lovely, well-educated 
girl and was absolutely heart- 
broken when Paul was arrest- 
ed," Mrs Haagenson, 73, said. 
“I have spoken to her many 
times on the telephone and Seli- 
na is now asking where her 
daddy is and pointing to his 
photograph." 

The decision to refuse the 
visa application was taken at 
the British embassy in Mani- 
la. In a letter, the embassy's 
entry clearance officer stated: 
“I am not satisfied that each of 
toe parties intend to live per- 
manently with each other as 
husband and wife. Further- 


more, I am not satisfied that 
there will be adequate accom- 
modation for you and your 
spouse without recourse to 
public fends in accommodation 
which you and your spouse 
own or occupy exclusively.” 
He adds that he does oot be- 
lieve toe couple will in future 
be able to maintain themselves 
without access to public fends. 

But in a letter from Rtymott 
prison in Lancashire where he 
is serving a 10-year sentence 
for smuggling cannabis, Haa- 
genson. 46, accused the For- 
eign Office of basing its 
decision “on toe level of a for- 
tune teller with a crystal ball”. 

His family said he still owns 
a house in North Yorkshire, 
where he intends to rebuild his 
former business, selling tradi- 
tional stoves and cookers. 

His wife, who has been re- 
fused five applications for 
visas, said: “I feel our treat- 
ment is inhumane and not that 
of a civilised country.” 
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Green activists occupy offices 


THE LONDON headquarters of 
Shell, the oil multinational, and 
of London Underground were 
both occupied yesterday by 
separate groups of environ- 
mental activists. 

Thirteen demonstrators 
took over offices belonging to 
Shell in a protest against the 
company’s operations in Nige- 
ria, while nearly 20 green ac- 
tivists occupied London 
Underground's headquarters 
in protest at the Government's 
plans to privatise parts of toe 
Tube network. 

The Shell protesters said 
they were acting in sympathy 
with the Ijaw people in the 
Niger delta, who are in dispute 
with toe company other big oil 
firms and toe provincial gov- 


By Michael McCarthy 

AND LINUS GRJSGORIADJS 


eminent over the way toe ofl 
business is run locally. 

Demonstrations by Ijaw 
groups have led to fatal dashes 
with the Nigerian security 
forces in the past week. Police 
said six Ijaws have died but ac- 
tivists said at least 26 people 
have been killed since 30 De- 
cember and yesterday one re- 
port from Nigeria said the 
death toll had reached 240. 

The Ijaws are demanding 
that toe ofl companies apply 
better environmental stan- 
dards to their operations, and 
want them to leave the area 
until this is agreed. 

Yesterday's demonstrators. 


who described themselves as 
“three groups of environmen- 
tal and human rights protest- 
ers” without giving further 
details, took over management 
offices of Shell UK in Shell-Mex 
House in the Strand at 9am. 
They claimed to be occupying 
the offices of Chris Fay, the 
retiring chairman and chief 
executive, and Malcolm 
Brinded, his successor. They 
were removed and arrested by 
police four hours later on 
suspicion of causing criminal 
damage. 

Activists from toe organisa- 
tion Reclaim The Streets <JtTSi 
entered London Under- 
ground's headquarters above St 
James's Park Tube station yes- 
terday morning to protest at the 


public-private partnership in- 
tended for the Underground, 
which they say will lead to 
price increases and fewer peo- 
ple using public transport 

“Despite the fact that the 
privatisation of British Rail is 
now recognised as a disaster 
New Labour is proceeding with 
plans to sell off parts of the Tube 

network,” said an RTS 
spokesman. 

“It is estimated that the pri- 
vatisation process will cost 
around £100m. This could be 
much better spent on improv- 
ing the service.” 

London Underground con- 
firmed yesterday that 15 to 20 
protesters had entered their 
headquarters and were later 
led away by police officers. 
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Man quizzed 
over attacks 
on women 


AMffl wasbdng held last night 
in connection with the kidnap 
and assault of a mother and her 
teenage daughter while they 
were walking their dog on New 
‘Sfear’sErc. 

Detectives are also examin- 
ing possible links between the 
man, who is in his 40s, and the 
murders of Kate Bush ell, a 14- 
year-old girl from Exeter; and 
Lynda Bryant, a 41-year old 
Cornish woman, who were 
kfitedm the past 14 months. 

The suspect was arrested at 
about 6pm on Sunday in 
Torquay in connection with the 
attack on the mother and 
daughter in Netherton, near 
Newton Abbot, Devon. 

The arrest followed the re- 
covery of a Vanxhafl CavaEer fit- 
ting the description of the car 
used by the attach. Police 
said they found the vehicle in 
the Lichfield Avenue area of the 
town and were carrying out 
forensic science tests on it . 

The 48-year-old woman and 
her 17-year-old daughter were 
assaulted as they walked their 
black labrador in a country 
lane near Netherton. : 

The - attacker deliberately 
drove his car into the girl, 
knocking her down, according 
to the police. Mother and 
daughter were then driven to a 
field whore the girl grabbed the 
man round the neck and the 


By Jason Bennetto 
C rime Correspondent 

woman struggled to get out of 
the can The man allegedly 
lashed out with a knife, badly 
cutting the woman's hands. 

They ran to a house to raise 
the alarm, and the mother was 
taken to hospital in Plymouth 

where the wounds to her hands 
were treated. She may need 
plastic surgery. 

Police later praised the pair 
for their bravery. 

The man being held at 
Torquay police station was un- 
dergoing forensic science ex- 
aminations yesterday and 
detectives are not expected to 
question him until later today. 

Police are also examining 
similarities with two recent 
murders in the South-west 

Mrs Bryant a mother of 
two, from the hamlet of Kuan 
High Lanes, was killed last 
October. She was seen talking 
to a man less than an hour be- 
fore her body was discovered in 
afield. She was stabbed in the 
back, neck and throat 

Miss BusheD had her throat 
cat while walking near her 
home in Exeter; Devon, in No- 
vember 1997. 

"Both victims were walking 
dogs along country fanes. In 
each case the motive is thought 
to have been sexual but there 


Lawyer touts 
for trade on 
beer-mats 


A LAWYER who believes most 
of his cfienfs end up in trouble 
after drinking too much has 
started advertising his services 
on beermats. . - 

AndyLyafl, a senior partner 
with the firm of Iyall & Co in 
Dundee, said his marketing 
ploy had won him dozens of new 
clients, but the Scottish Law So- 
ciety was more wary It wants 
to see the mats, winch have 
been distributed around the 
city’s pubs, before giving ap- 
proval to the scheme. 

Mr Lyali, 52, defended his 
use of the beermats, which 
bearhisphotogFaph, telephone 
n umber *»nd the words 
“defence lawyer”. 

. “Many of my clients end up 

in trouble because they have 
too. much to drink so the pub 
seems to me to be an eminently 
sensible place to advertise,” he 
said yesterday. 

“I am aware that some 
members of flie legal profession 
might be a bit stuffy about this 
and I have heard of some mut- 
tering but I believe I have acted 
in accordance withLaw Society 
advertising regulations. In an 
incr ftfl.singly competitive mar- 
ket place it is important to use 
imaginative marketing tech- 
niques. to promote business 
and that is what I am doing.” 


by Kate Watson-Smyth 


Douglas MSI, the secretary 
of -the Law Society said Mr 
Lyali had not sought approval" 
for the unorthodox advertising 
campaign. 

“This probably doesn’t in- 
fringe our advertising regula- 
tions but I would like to seethe 
mats first,” he said. 

“This is certainly the first 
I have heard of anything like 
this. It’s possible that a lot 
of solicitors might deem it 
naff and not in accordance 
with the dignity of the profes- 
sion, and if any member of the 
public thinks it is unprofes- 
sional they can bring it to our 

“It doesn’t sound illegal but 
I don’t think it is something 
that will fill the rest of the pro- 
fession with, joy.” 

Mike Halford, the owner of 
one of the pubs using the beei> 
mats, said most customers had 
been amused by than. 

They have caused quite a 
stir and most people have had 
a good laugh about it 

“We are always telling peo- 
ple not to drink and drive but if 
they daft listen they can ahrays 
avail themselves of Mr Lyall’s 
services as advertised on the 
beer-mats.” 


Terence blacker 

i suddenly realised ‘South 
Park’ had some undeniably 
disgusting moments 
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was no actual sexual assault 
In the Bushell case the police 
are still looking for a light blue 
Vauxhali Astra van and in the 
Bryant case they are still 
searching for a white van. 

A police spokesman said: 
“There has been liaison be- 
tween the officers of the New- 
ton Abbot offence and officers 
involved in the outstanding 
murders in Devon and Corn- 
wall." He added: “They all in- 
volve a woman taking a dog for 
a walk along a country lane.” 

Police have also examined 
unsolved murders carried out 
in otherparts of the country but 
no links have yet been discov- 
er witii the Devon and Cornwall 
offences. 



Pigeons in London’s Trafalgar Square meet ‘Cirque de Sdeil’ cast members who will be appearing at the Royal Albert Hall Marie ChUoers 
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Markets welcome single currency 


THE financial markets gave 
the euro a warm welcome on its 
trading debut yesterday with 
the markets of the 11 par- 

ticipating nations soaring more 
than 6 per cent in anticipation 
of massive amounts of money 
flowing into European mar- 
kets over the coming months. 

Milan was the best per- 
former soaring 6.44 per cent on 
the local Mib30 index, with 
Madrid, Frankfurt and Paris all 
registering gains of more than 
5 per cent on the day. 

The broking houses are pre- 
dicting that over the next few 
months the big pension funds 
dominating the financial mar- 
kets will start shifting their 
portfolios to take into account 
the fact that for these countries 


By Andrew Garfield 
F inancial Editor 


Financial and political reaction 


there is effectively just one, 
SlOtrfllion capital market in 
which to invest 
David Bowers at Merrill 
Lynch, the American invest- 
ment bank said: “We expect 
EMU [economic and monetary 
union] to lead to significant 
changes in investor and corpo- 
rate behaviour” Investors, he 
added, will no longer be con- 


whether shares in an Italian 
company for example, offer bet- 
ter value than a German firm. 

The euro itself had a good 
first day's trading, rising nearly 
three-quarters of a per cent 
against the dollar to $LJ792 


compared with the initial ref- 
erence rate of $1.16675 set by 
European Union finance min- 
isters on New Year’s Eve. 

Investors’ enthusiasm for 
the “euroland” markets was in 

shar p co ntr ast tQ the laririiisfr p- 

performance of London's 
BTSE index which dosed 32 
down at 5879.4 on the first day’s 
trading of theyeac Sterling, too, 
had a poor day slipping one fifth 
of a penny to 0.7109 euros in 
what many fear will be a fore- 
taste of life on the margins of 
the new euro area. 

“The euro has had a very 
auspicious start,” said Nick 
Parsons, City economist at 



An anti-enro protester in the City yesterday 


Paribas, the leading French 
bank. “The volume has been 
less than on a normal Monday 
but not a great deal less than 


you would expect on the first 
trading day after the New 
Yean” He added: “The pound 
has performed like a dog. Ster- 


ling risks being marginalised as 
more and more companies 
switch to presenting their 
accounts in euro.” 

Dealers said that many 
investors were deliberately 
choosing to pot through small 
orders just to test the system. 

“Normally we would see 
thirty to forty deals of SlOto or 

so. Today there have been lots 
of Jim, $2m and $5m," Mr Par- 
sons said. 

The bond markets saw their 
first “euro-euro” issue - a 
500 rnfllinn euro bond issued 
jointly by Nomura, ABN-Amro 
and Deutsche Bank on behalf 
of the DSL, a German region- 


al bank The real test of the 
depth and liquidity of the euro 
bond market will come this 
week when the German gov- 
ernment launches its first euro 
denominated issue. 

Ranks reported that the 
changeover weekend had gone 
without a hitch, with some com- 
pleting the process earlier than 
planned. One big German bank, 

Commerzbank, had had to call 
in 200 computer staff on Sunday 

to iron out a mismatch be- 
tween the bank's software and 
some healthcare programmes 
in Frankfort The head of trad- 
ing later called his opposite 
numbers at other banks to re- 
assure them fee bank would be 
ready to trade on time yester- 
day morning. 


James Tompkinson. who 
headed the unit responsible 
for euro conversion at the Lon- 
don offices of Nomura, fee 
Japanese bank, said yesterday 
that some investors^ were 

deariy hanging back 

is relatively slcw ^ fe® feat 
is normal for fee first day back 

after a long New ^ar’s hoMay. 

There have been no mishaps, 
Mr Tbmpkinson said 

In Frankfort which, next to 
London, has been the financial 

centre most in the spotlight be- 
cause it is home to the new Eu- 
ropean Central Bank, dealers 
reported trading running at 

around a quarter of normaL 

“It has gone Ear more 
smoothly then any of us dared 
hope," Mr Parsons said 


Sea change 
will redraw 


landscape 


HISTORY’S VERDICT on fee 
success or failure of the euro 
will rest on the power of the 
competitive forces it unleash- 
es. For unless European busi- 
ness becomes more productive, 
and consumers enjoy lower 
prices, there is no economic ra- 
tionale for the single currency. 

But beneath the blanket eco- 
nomic gains for Europe will tie 
winners and losers in different 
industries. 

The removal of the obstacle 
of national exchange rates will 
redraw the industrial land- 
scape of fee entire continent 

Successful industries tend to 
concentrate in particular geo- 
graphical dusters. Hie phe- 
nomena has beendocumented 
by leading management ex- 
perts such as Harvard Univer- 
sity's Michael Porter or Oxford's 
John Kay, and was emphasised 
in the Government's recent 
White Paper on competitive- 
ness. 

But the boundaries imposed 
by the existence of separate na- 
tional currencies has meant 
that Europe has had for more 
centres of excellence in every 
industry than the United 


By Diane Coyle 
E conomics Editor 


States. EU businesses have 
therefore generally been much 
less productive that their US 
counterparts because they 
have been unable to exploit 
the same economies of pro- 
ducing on a large scale. 

All this is changing with fee 
launch of a true single market 
of nearly 300 million people. 

Countries that already enjoy 
a geographical concentration of 
particular industries within 
their borders will probably ce- 
ment that advantage. 

Their rivals stand to lose 
whole industries as Europe 
comes to look much more like 
the US. 

This is particularly true in 
heavy industry such as steel 
production or car manufac- 
ture, where the costs of build- 
ing and r unning the plant and 
equipment are hi gh, and busi- 
nesses such as pharmaceuti- 
cals, which require big 
investment in research and de- 
velopment 

The member countries al- 
ready have particular strengths 


Who Will be The Winners and losers In the new Europe 
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Cars 


Engineering 


Financial services : Pharmaceuticals 


Retailing 


Textiles 


Car makers should see some]'! 
of the most dramatic gains r ? 
from a single currency as all'... 
have cross-border 
operations, which have 
suFfered from the vagaries 
of exchange rate changes, h 
But it could see more 
consolidation into one or - 


two regions than most other - 


industries as the economies 
of scale in car production A 
are so great. After all. the £ 
US has only Detroit. 
Winners: Germany. Italy 


The European engineering 
Industry is a. patchwork - 
.. of businesses ranging . 
from gfant.Conglonnerate^' 
to family ■ firms, and Is, - 
ripe for consolidation; 

. Germany has a dear. , 
advantage 'Oyer the’ rest 
of the EU in many areas - 
of engineering, especially 
in mechanical engineering 
. although less so in 
• high-technology 
- L electronics. ■ 

’ Winner: Germany 






London sees more foreign 
exchange dealing than 
anywhere else in the wortd 
and has the biggest EU 
stock market. But there is a 
big question mark over 
whether staying out of the 
euro will harm London's 
lead .The big European banks 
are expected to grow even 
bigger through cross-border 
mergers, posing 
more competition 
to Britain. 

Winner: UK or Germany . 


This is one Industry where 
the UK has shone. With the 
biggest pharmaceuticals 
companies being in the UK, 
US and Switzerland the 
creation of a true single 
• market ought to be an . 
unambiguous plus for the 
industry leaders. The one 
. ‘ catch will be the wide - 
variations in price across the 
EU. Prices are likely 
to foil to the lowest ' 
European levels. 

Whiner: UK 


Retailers will be on the front 
line of greater competition 
arid price transparency. 
Shoppers will be unwilling to 
tolerate big differences in 
costs. The French 
supermarkets have so for 
been the most aggressive 
about pricing competitively 
in euros and expanding into 
other countries. Outsiders 
such as America's Wal-Mart 
also plan to invade the euro ; 
countries. 

Winner: France 


■ Europe has two countries 
that still have a significant 
textiles and clothing 
- industry, the UK and Italy. 

; Italy has concentrated on up- 
market items. Britain has 
.. tended to remain embroiled 
in doomed competition with 
low-cost developing 
economies. Italy's clothing in- 
dustry is one of the most 
. successful in the world. The 
euro will reinforce its 
dominance. 

Winner: Italy 




in certain industries. These 
are likely to be cemented by the 
arrival of fee euro. 

So, for example, Italy’s tra- 
ditional lead in textiles and 
leather goods, Germany’s in 
cars and Finland’s in high- 
technology communications 


wijj become even more pro- 
nounced. 

The UK has its own 
strengths, with financial ser- 
vices and pharmaceuticals 
being fee most obvious. 

lb some extent British busi- 
nesses too ought to be able to 


take advantage of fee creation 
of a big market free of bound- 
aries. The catch is, of course, 
that Britain has stayed out of 
the first wave and, worse, re- 
mained tokewarm about joining 
later 

Fbr the next few years that 


is unlikely to harm fee UK’s 
star performers. In fee longer 
term, however; even the areas 
of excellence in British indus- 
try could lose out to centres of 
competition on fee mainland. 

According to David Owen at 
Dresdner Heinwort Benson. 


the London investment bank 
“If we stay out of fee first wave, 
we’ll be fine. If we stay out be- 
yond that we will pay fee penal- 
ty. The clustering will happen 
in fee rest of Europe, even in 
fee sectors where we have an 
advantage.” 


Analysts reckon the busi- 
ness earthquake will last at 
most five to ten years. In some 
industries there could bean en- 
tirely new competitive land- 
scape before Britain has even 
got round to holding a referen- 
dum on whether to join. 
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New York soars into new era 


BY DAVID USBORNE 
in New%rk 


Wall Street 


ONE DAY fee euro could be- 
come powerful enough to 
threaten fee decades-old hege- 
mony of the US dollar as fee 
world’s premier reserve cur- 
rency but yesterday it received 
an enthusiastic welcome from 
American investors and cur- 
rency dealers. 

FbHowing fee lead of Euro- 
pean markets, shares rocketed 
on Wail Street, wife the blue 
chip Dow Jones average gain- 
ing more than 150 points in 


morning trading. “Ail eyes are 
on the launch of the euro,” 
said Peter CardiDo, ofWestfaha 
Investments in New York. 

On the foreign currency 
market dealers greeted fee 
debut of the new currency with 
studied calm. “Basically we 
are trying to get our bearings, 
memorising fee new quotes so 
that we can rattle them off 
when necessary” said Mike 
Malpede, a senior currency an- 
alyst at Refco Group. 


The outlook for the euro's 
value against fee dollar ap- 
peared strong. “I don't know of 
any analyst who is negative on 
fee euro,” Mr Malpede added. 

The Clinton administration 
has been consistently support- 
ive of fee new currency’s in- 
troduction. “Some have argued 
that a Europe with a single 
number in fee global directory 
might ultimately pose a threat 
to the United States” fee 
Deputy Treasury Secretary, 


Larry Summers, said recently. 
“But in a global economy, fee 
United States has infinitely less 
to fear from an open and inte- 
grated Europe that continues 
to take its share in global re- 
sponsibilities” 

Jeffrey Shafer, a former 
Treasury under-secretaiy, said- 
“1 don't see fee euro as a real 
threat even if it carves out 
more of a share than the 
Deutschmark and the other 
European currencies com- 
bined There are other funda- 
mentals feat will matter much 
more than that” 


Cheap mortgages for the few 


By NIC OCUTTI 
Personal Finance Editor 


Home loans 


BORROWERS HOPING to Cut 
the cost of their home loans by 
taking out a euro -denominated 
mortgage at lower interest 
rates were given short shrift 
yesterday by the overwhelming 
majority of lenders. 

With fee exception of Bar- 
days Bank, which launched its 
euro-mortgage this week, and 
Abbey National, which hopes to 


do so in fee next few weeks, no 
other lender was prepared to 
aster the fray. 

AH lenders cited currency 
risks as the main reason for de- 
clining to offer euro-mortgages. 
“It is the equivalent of being 
paid in one currency but pay- 
ing off fee loan in another” said 
a Halifax spokesman. “If cur- 
rency rates move against you. 


you could end up paying sig- 
nificantly more than through a 
standard mortgage.” 

Barclays, whose euro-loan 
was available yesterday, said it 
was restricting applications to 
people whose salaries are paid 
in euros. They will have to pay 
their salaries into a euro ac- 
count with the bank while the 
loan will be restricted to 65 per 


cent of the value of their home. 

Abbey National said it planned - 
to operate a similarly restrictive 
policy. 

Barclays yesterday set its 
euro loan at 4.7 per cent for fee 
next 90 days, when it will be re- 
viewed, On a £100,000 interest 
only mortgage, this would 
mean payments of £371.88 a 
month. A UK-linked variable 
rate of 7.7 per cent would mean 
loathly payments of £61450 on 
the same debt 


Over 50 and renewing vour 

motor 

insurance? 


Try Saga for high cover, 
low cost motor insurance 
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FOREIGN NEWS/9 


Massacre in village mosque kills 17 


AT LEAST 17 worshippers were 
killed in a hail of machine-gun 
bullets after morning prayers 
in a Shia mosque in ceitral Pak- 
istan yesterday. The victims, in 
the remote village of Quereshi 
More, 180 miles south of La- 
hore, had just finished the 
prayers that precede the alkJay 
last of the Ramadan period 
when eight gunmen arrived. 

Toro of the menburst into the 
mosque and opened fire. A 
third stood at the doon cutting 
down those who tried to flee. A 
fourth waited in the getaway 
car. Most of the 50- odd Shias at 
prayer were hit; at feast 17 
died and more th pq 20 others 
were wounded, 12 of them crit- 
ically. The dead included three 
children. 

“We all were praying wben 
bullets started hitting us from 
the back,” said one victim, 
being treated at a nearby hos- 
pital. “I was hit by bullets and 
then I fell unconscious.” Wit- 
nesses said neighbours rushed 
to the mosque, grabbing small 
children and old men, cradling 
the dead and comforting the 
wounded. “Blood was splat- 
tered all over the floor of the 
mosque," one man who runs a 
small restaurant near the 
mosque said “The wounded 
and the dead all seemed to be 
piled on each other.” 

The attack came a day after 
a bomb destroyed a bridge 
near the country residence in 
Puqjab of the Prime Minis ter, 
Nawaz Sharif In an apparent at- 
tempt to assassinate him- The 
bomb, which killed four people, 
went off as Mr Sharif was sup- 
posed to be crossing the bridge. 
A delay in the departure seems 
to have saved his life. Mr Sharif 
yesterday denounced the 
slaughter and said his govern- 
ment was “fully determined to 
weed out terrorism’'. 


BY ANWAR IQBAL 
in Islamabad 
AND PETER POPHAM 
in Delhi 


The massacre caused panic 
across the country. Many peo- 
ple now fear an upsurge in the 
wave of sectarian killings that 
has claimed more than 3,500 
lives in the past five years. 

Spontaneous demonstra- 
tions were staged as citizens 
protested at the failure of the 
government to control the sec- 
tarian violence. 

At the scene of yesterday’s 
attack, outraged villagers 
chanted anti-government slo- 
gans and blocked the road to 
the village with burning tyres. 
The majority Sunni and minor- 
ity Shia communities have been 
engaged in tit-for-tat killings 
since the early 1990s, Punjab 
being the area worst affected. 

It is probably no coincidence 
that both the assassination at- 
tempt and the massacre oc- 
curred after the first serious 
attempt by Mr Sharif’s govern- 
ment to get to grips with Pak- 
istan’s endemic anarchy. In 
November Mr Sharif imposed 
martial law on the port city of 
Karachi, where rival gangs of 
terrorists representing MQM, 
the main political party of Mus- 
lims who migrated from India 
at Partition, and its breakaway 
factions, had brought bloody 
mayhem to the city's streets for 
months on end 

After dismissing the provin- 
cial government, Mr Sharif 
rounded up hundreds of MQM 
partisans and set up special 
military-style courts to fry them 
for terrorist offences. On Mon- 
day, an MQM volunteer was 
hanged at Karachi central 
prison for kidnapping and rap- 
ing a teenage girL 

The MQM has denied in- 



Outraged villagers chant anti-government slogans at the site of the massacre near Multan city, Punjab, yesterday Asim TanveerIReuters 


volvement in the attempt to kill 
Mr Sharif; but senior police 
and intelligence officials in Is- 
lamabad insist that MQM and 
an extremist Sunni group 
called Sipah-i-Sahaba were at 
the top of their list of suspects. 
“Although we are also looking 
at possible forego involvement, 


such as India or Iran, those two 
groups are the prime sus- 
pects,” a senior intelligence of- 
ficial said 

Although there is no plain in- 
terest in common between the 
MQM, which contains both 
S unni and Shia members, and 
the Sunni groups, which con- 


tains both migrants and Pak- 
istani natives, they have found 
common cause in seeking to 
destabilise Pakistan's central 
government, and there is over- 
lap between the organisations. 

The government has an- 
noyed the Sunni extremists by 
trying to improve its relations 


with Shia Iran. The S unni par- 
tisans assert that Pakistan's 
Shia minority gets arms and 
money from Iran. Tehran de- 
nies this. The Sunnis have been 
further exasperated by the cur- 
rent visit to Iran by the top civil 
servant in Pakistan's foreign 
ministry, a visit designed to 


improve relations between the 
neighbouring countries. 

Ramadan, when religious 
sensitivities are sharpened by 
the hunger pangs of the pious, 
is often a season of outrages 
and turmoil in Pakistan, with 
extremists on both sides at- 
tempting to score points and 


provoke disorder. That it has 
proved so again this year sug- 
gests that although Nawaz 
Sharif has concentrated more 
power in his own hands than 
any preceding Pakistani prime 
minister: he remains largely 
helpless before the destruc- 
tive forces within the nation. 


Rapist’s execution is halted 
with three hours to spare 


A CHILD RAPIST escaped death 

by lethal injection with three 
hours to spare yesterday when 
the Philippines supreme court 
postponed his execution. Leo 
Echegaray 38, would have been 
the first man executed in the 
Philippines since 1976. 

The condemned man had 
been moved to a rubber-padded 
holding cell and was eating his 
last meal when the delay was 
announced. 

The Philippines abolished 
the death penally in 1987, but 
restored it in 1994 because of a 
resurgence in crime. 

The reprieve was granted be- 
cause the Philippines Congress 
is due to recanskferits stand on 
the death penalty By a majori- 
ty of eight to five the judges de- 


BY STEPHEN VINES 
in Hong Kong 


cided that in such circum- 
stances it was unreasonable to 
carry out the execution. 

On Sunday the authorities 
had barricaded fixe jail in the 
capital, Manila. Rival groups of 
supporters and opponents of 
the death penalty gathered for 
sombre demonstrations and 
prayer meetings. 

While he has been on death 
row, Echegaray has married 
Zenaida Javier, two years his 
junior. She vowed to commit 
suicide if her husband of one 
month was executed He plead- 
ed for her to be allowed to bold 
his hand white the iqection was 
administere d. 


Filipino film-makers have 
been queuing up to buy rights 
to (he Echegaray story. The new 
Mrs Echegaray denies any in- 
terest in profiting from this- 

Echegaray’s story is a grue- 
some one. His former wife left 
him when he started having an 
affair with a neighbour She 
then remarried but later re- 
turned to Echegaray with a 
daughter known as “Baby”, 
conceived while living with her 
second husband Echegaray 
was found guilty of raping Baby 
when she was just 10 years old. 
She now lives with a foster 
family and wants her former 
stepfather put to death. “I feel 
hurt every lime I hear things 
about me," she told reporters. 

The Filipino President, 


Joseph Estrada, a former film 
star who often played the role 
of avenging hero to the poor 
had supported the execution. 
He bad told Baby he would not 
grant demency. 

At the weekend President 
Estrada explained his decision 
to back the execution by quot- 
ing the 13th-century theolo- 
gian St Thomas Aquinas: 
“Although it be evil to kill a man 
so long as he preserves his dig- 
nity, yet it may be good to kin a 
man who has sinned even as it 
is to kfll a beast”. 

The powerful Catholic 
church has provided the main 
opposition to capital punish- 
ment in the Philippines. 

The reprieve for Echegaray 
was greeted by emotional 



President Joseph Estrada with ‘Baby’, who was raped fay 
her stepfather; death-row prisoner Leo Echegaray AFP 


scenes outside the jail but with wrong signal to persons com- 
disappointment from the Pres- mitting crimes." 
idenf s office. Jerry Barican, bis President Estrada appeared 

spokesman, said: “What should at a news conference with Baby; 
be done is to enforce the [exe- now 15 years old “Evil has its 
cution] as quickly as possible, time, but the good will always 
It [clemency] may send the have their day,” he said. 


Demonstrators 
to greet Blair 


TONY BLAIR will be hounded 
by angry Muslims on the left 
and irate conservative Afrikan- 
ers on the right when he makes 
his first official visit to South 
Africa tomorrow. 

Muslim groups plan to 
pester the Prime Minister with 
demonstrations over British 
participation in air attacks on 
Iraq last month; Afrikaners are 
demanding an apology for al- 
leged ethnic cleansing and war 
crimes dating from the Boer 
war; the centenary of which will 
be remembered this yean 

Blair is scheduled to arrive in 
Pretoria tomorrow and to trav- 
el to Cape Tbwn on Friday. Mus- 
lims against Global Oppression 
CMago) will bold a mass demon- 
stration on Thursday in Cape 


By Rhoda Davids 
in Cape Town 


Town with further protests 
planned elsewhere.“We don’t 
agree with the bombing of Iraq 
and are disgusted at the killing 
of innocent women and chil- 
dren,” said Moaim Achmad. a 
Mago spokesman. “We wfll fol- 
low Blair wherever he goes." 

Meanwhile, the SA Press 
Association reported that the 
Herstigte Nasionale Party 
(HNP) had dismissed a state- 
ment from 10 Downing Street 
expressing sorrow about the 
many deaths in the Boer war 
and insisted on an unqualified 
apology from Mr Blair for pain 
and suffering caused to Afrikan- 
ers during the conflict 
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WPC Katie Willis (seated, on bench) twi the lookout for stolen dogs in a south London park yesterday- There has been a spate of canine thefts in the area recently. 
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10/FOREIGN NEWS 


WASHINGTON was abuzz with 
speculation yesterday that Eliz- 
abeth Dole, the 62-year-old wire 
of the former Republican vice- 
preside nt Bob Dole, was 
preparing a bid for the Presi- 
dency in the year 20W) - one of 
very few women to embark on 
a presidential race. 

Mrs Dole, who was a mem- 
ber of the cabinet under Ronald 
Reagan as transport secretary 
and George Bush as labour 
secretary, was expected to re- 
sign as President of the Amer- 
ican Red Cross, a post she has 
held since 1991, with a break in 
1996 to support her husband s 
- foiled - presidential run. 

Mrs Dole has hitherto dis- 
couraged reports that sbe 
might stand berselt despite 
strong backing from some sec- 
tions of the Republican Party, 
including in her home state of 
North Carolina, and her hus- 
liand’s barely concealed ambi- 


By Maky DEJEVSKY 
in Washington 


dons on her behalf He has 
joked: “Pve still got a chance to 
get to the White House, and 
that's if Elizabeth runs for 
President’' 

And while her own state- 
ments have played down the 
likelihood that she would run, 
she has never ruled it out and 
(be high profile she has pursued 

recently, including a much- 
publicised trip to Central Amer- 
ica after Hurricane Georges, 
suggested she could still be 
tempted. 

Her immediate plans include 
trips to Iowa and New Hamp- 
shire, two states considered 
key to any presidential run be- 
cause of their early party pri- 
mary contests. 

While few in Washington be- 
lieve Mrs Dole to be a credible 
candidate for the presidency; 


she has been widely canvassed 
as a possible running mate for 
George W Bush, the Governor 
of Ttaas and son of the former 
president He is much-fancied 
should he decide to run. 

That raises the prospect - 
not as dismal to Republicans, 
apparently, as experience 
might suggest - of a second 
Bush-Dole presidential ticket 
for the year 2000. 

The only candidates to have 
filed formally to start fund- 
raising for the next presidential 
contest are, on the Republican 
side, John McCain of Arizona, 
and on the Democratic side, 
Vice-President AI Gore, who 
filed papers last week, and Kh 
Bradley of New Jersey John 
Ashcroft of Missouri, a right- 
wing Republican, is ejected to 
announce his candidacy short- 
ly but Mr Bush is reportedly 
still undecided. 

Mrs Dole, though often de- 


scribed as a “Southern belle", 
has spent 25 years in govern- 
ment and is the only woman to 
have hefo two US cabinet posts. 
She appears regular^ in fists of 
“most admired woman” in 
America. Last year she was 
third, behind Hillary Clinton 
and Oprah Winfrey. 

But perhaps her most popul- 
ist step so for was her willing- 
ness to discuss her husband’s 
treatment with Viagra, the im- 
potence drug. Mr Dole had re- 
vealed that asa forma: sufferer 
from prostate cancer; he had 
been amonga trial group for the 
drug. Mrs Dole decorously con- 
firmed its positive efiects on her 
marriage. 

With Bill Clinton's two elec- 
tion victories and his continued 
popularity widely attributed to 
his support from women, marry 
Republicans acknowledge that 
a more female-friendly ticket 
could improve their chances. 


Elizabeth and Bob Dole: Washington is »hnm with, rumours that she could run for president 
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claim looms 
over Clinton 
Senate trial 


WITH ONLY two days remaining 
before the United States Senate 
convenes to consider Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton’s impeach- 
ment, political pressure is 
mountingfor a postponement of 
the State of the Union address, 
the Presidenfsannual report to 
the US Congress, which is 
scheduled for 19 January. 

Several senior senators ar- 
gued it woukl be ‘‘unseernty’ 1 for 
the President to deliver his re- 
port with a trial pending, or 
while he was on trial 

But uncertainty surrounding 
the State of the Union address 
was just one of (he troubles 
bearing down on Mr Clinton at 
thestartafwhatis expected to 
be a crucial week for the 
presidency. 

While the mainstream 
media maintained their silence 
on (he latest Clinton scandal- 
mongering, the revival of alle- 
gations that he fathered a child 
by a black prostitute in 
Arkansas was the talk of radio 
phone-ins and street gossip. 

Danny Williams, a 13-year- 
old boy of mixed race, was re- 
ported to have been taken to an 
‘undisclosed location" with his 
mother Bobbie Ann, at the ex- 
pense of the Star, a “super- 
market" tabloid (so called 
because it is sold mainly in 
supermarkets) which is trying 
to establish whether there is a 
DNA match between the bay 
and the President 

Danny Williams has grown 
up being told by his mother that 
he is Bill Clinton's child, and 
that he was fathered during a 
paid-for sex encounter in the 
President’s home state. 

The long-standing rumours 
resurfaced at the weekend 
after the disclosure that the 
child had submitted a DNA 
sample to an Arkansas labora- 
tory and that Star reporters 
were trying to establish 
whether there was a match 


By Maky Dejevsky 
in Washington 


with the sample submitted by 
Mr Clinton during the investi- 
gation of Monica Lewinsky's 
semen-stained dress. 

The more immediate bad 
news for Mr Clinton was the 
continued failure of his sup- 
porters in the Senate to muster 
a consensus around proposals 
either for a censure vote or for 
a curtailed trial when Con- 
gress reconvenes tomorrow. 
While Democrats could be 
heartened by the feet that the 
main divisions were in the 
Republican majority, which is 
split about the constitutional 
necessity and political advis- 
ability of a trial they were 
preparing to return to the Capi- 
tol with the President's future 
as much in question as when 
they broke for the Christmas 
recess. 

If the Senate does decide to 
proceed. Bill Clinton would be- 
come the first president for 
130 years to stand trial in the 
Senate. 

The House of Representa- 
tives last month voted two ar- 
ticles of impeachment - 
equivalent to formal charges - 
accusing him of peijury and 
obstruction of justice over his 
affair with Ms Lewinsky, a 
White House trainee. 

Yesterday, the White House 
- which is preparing simulta- 
neously for a Senate trial and 
for the State of the Union ad- 
dress - was again stressing 
business as usual. 

Mr Clinton appeared with his 
wife, Hillary, to set out new pro- 
posals for tax relief on care for 
the elderly and chronically ill - 
the latest in a series of spend- 
ing announcements geared at 
once to influential political con- 
stituencies and the senators 
who will constitute the jury in 
the event of a trial. 


In brief 


Sierra Leone rebels attack capital 

ARTILLERY FIRE shook the Sierra Leone ra pit al of 
Freetown yesterday and Nigerian-led peacekeepers said 
they bad repelled a rebel attack on the city's Hastings 
airport Last week Nigeria boosted the force's numbers to 
between 15,000 and 19,000. The rebels are soldiers loyal to 
a military junta evicted from Freetown in February 


Chinese police torture priest 

A priest in the underground Catholic church in China was 
arrested, imprisoned and tortured by police, indudmg 
female aggnb vhD spnisllir - a- . 


a* m w * ^ uuih to me 

Vbhcan missionary news service. Fr IA Qinghua, 31, W 
arrested in November in Hebei province in northern China. 


Burglar, 89, efies red-handed 

AN WYEAR-OU) Swiss burglar collapsed and died in an 
apartment he had broken into, the police said yesterdav 
The man was probably killed by the sudden oiet of an 
illness, they said. The body was discovered by the owner 
of the apartment, also an elderly man. 
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German right 
seeks to block 
migrants law 


GERMANY'S BIGGEST opposi- 
tion party pledged yestertay to 
“mobilise public resistance" 
against government plans to 
naturalise over four million for- 
eign residents. 

In a dramatic demonst ration 
of their drift to the right since 
September's elections, the 
Christian Democrats are, takin g 
their crusade bitn the streets. 
With their Bavarian allies, they 
intend to collect millions of sig- 
natures in defence of the 1913 
citizens hip law, which provides 
a racial definition of what it is 
tobe German. 

A new law, a compromise 
thrashed out by the Social De- 
mocrats and Greens, would 
grant automatic German citi- 
zenship to third-generation im- 
migrants born in Germany, and 
ease the naturalisation process 
for other long-term residents. 
Of the 72 minion “foreigners" 
living in Germany, about 42 mil- 
lion would qualify. 

As matters have stood since 
the days of the Kaisec German 
citizenship has been legally de- 
fined as a genetic attribute. 
The descendants of Germans 
settled in Russia in the time of 
Catherine the Great are Ger- 
mans, and can “return" to Ger- 
many. Grandchildren of 
“guest-workers" who arrived in 
the 1960s remain “guests", and 
face bureaucratic hurdles 
every time they renew their 


By Imre Karacs 

in Bonn 

temporary residence permits. 

Naturalisation is slow and 
cumbersome. The recipients 
must surrender their original 
passport and citizenship. In 
the case of TUrks, who number 
more than two million, they 
must buy themselves out of 
Turkey. 

Under the law, which is due 
to be enacted by the summer, 
the newcomers would be al- 
lowed to have dual nationality 
for the first time. This, the op- 
position believes, will provoke 
“envy and aggression" among 
the natives. 

“The consequences could 
be horrific," said Wolfgang 
Schauble, Helmut Kohl's suc- 
cessor as CDU chairman. A 
hard-hitting policy paper drawn 
up by its Bavarian sister party 
goes even further “Germany’s 
inner peace and integration 
are in danger" the Christian So- 
cial Union declares. The new 
law would provide a “hot-bed for 
racist incitement”. 

The government, and even 
the Free Democrats who used 
to be in Mr Kohl's coalition, 
counter that the petition is 
whipping up passions of the 
wrong kind. “It’s all about mo- 
bilising prejudices,” said 
Ottroar Schreiner; party man- 
ager of the Social Democrats. 


Edmund Stoiber, the Bavar- 
ian Prune Minister, likened 
the foreign peril to the “threat 
posed to national security by 
the Red Army Faction", the 
urban terrorist group in the 
1970s and 1980s. Mr Stoiber 
fears the new Germans will 
breed and attract “hundreds of 
thousands" of relatives from 
their previous homelands. 
“The German people don’t 
want that," he said. “The peo- 
ple feel that the limits of our 
identity as Germans are burst- 
ing open.” 

Mr Stoiber’s government in 
Munich has done much to pro- 
tect German identity in the 
past Last autumn, it “sent 
home" a 14-year-old thug to 
Thrkey, even though the boy 
bad been bom and brought up 
in Germany by his Turkish 
parents. Bavaria has also lob- 
bied strongly on behalf of na- 
tionalistic exile groups of 
Germans driven out of Eastern 
Europe alter the Second Warid 
War. 

The CSU policy paper; due to 
be published tomorrow, pro- 
poses to clamp down on immi- 
grants even further. New 
arrivals would face language 
tests. Children aged 10 or over 
not conversant in German 
would not be admitted Appli- 
cants would also fore a test of 
knowledge of Germany’s par- 
liamentary democracy. 
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New Year brings carnage to French roads 


A MURDEROUS New Year on 
the French roads has drawn at- 
tention to a depressing and 
puzzling s tatis tic The number 
of road deaths in France rose 
dramatically last year after 
nine years of steady decline. 

In 1997 the number of people 
killed in road accidents in 
France fell below 8,000 for the 
first time, causing the 
authorities to congratulate 


by John Lichfield 
in Paris 

themselves on the effective- 
ness of new safety laws, on 
drink-driving in particular. 

Inexplicably, road deaths 
leapt again in 1998, when it is 
estimated that 8,450 people 
died - the highest figure for five 
years (and roughly twice as 
many as the annual average in 


Britain). These statistics were 
tragically illuminated by a dis- 
astrous New Year's Day in 
France. In the first 24 hours of 
1999, 46 people were killed on 
the roads, more than double 
last year's figure. Of these, 27 
woe less than 25 years old -the 
equivalent of an “entire school 
class”, as Isabell e Magq’n, the 
junior minister in charge of 
road safety, pointed out Ex- 


cessive drink and tiredness, 
after New Year parties ex- 
tending until dawn, are be- 
lieved to be to blame for many 
of the deaths. 

The causes of the sharp rise 
in road victims last year are 
more difficult to fathom. Ex- 
perts blamed failure by police 
and gendarmerie to enforce 
speed limits and tougher drink- 
driving laws. They also sug- 


gested the proliferation of safe- 
ty equipment, such as air- 
bags, was giving people a false 
sense of security. Ms Massin 
praised one local initiative in 
the Bordeaux area: in future, 
police will close down any 
nightclub that has a customer 
kiUed in a drink-related road ac- 
cident. Other; more optimistic, 
experts said that the surge in 
deaths might be a statistical 


blip. There has been a steady 
reduction in the number of 
road victims in France for 25 
years. That was also inter- 
rupted by a brief increase in 
road deaths in the late Eight- 
ies before the decline resumed. 

Meanwhile, the tragedies 
continue. Three people died in 
a four-vehicle pile-up on the 
A6 motorway near Fontaine- 
bleau yesterday. 


RUSSIAN CLEANING ladies 
are like cats. They choose you 
and rule your Ofe. not the 
other way round. I am not 
Lady Muck. I could easily 
vacuum my own carpets. But 
I have always had a char- 
woman in Moscow, a Hilda 
Ogdenskaya for the soap 
opera of Russian life. 

When I first came to the 
Soviet Union in 1985, 1 was al- 
located a fiat in a special for- 
eigners' block, which came 
complete with a domestic 
servant Nadia used to iron 
my shirts, make soup and 
dumplings for me and, when 
I was out read my letters on 
behalf of the KGB. She was a 
nice woman. She was just 
doing her job. 

When it became possible to 
rent an apartment in the pri- 
vate sector, I thought I might 
do without a home help but it 
was not to be. The landlord 
said I could have the flat 
provided I kept on Nina, who 
came once a week to polish 
the antique furniture. 

I think that at first Nina, a 
retired opera singer who had 
once performed for Nikita 
Khrushchev; needed the 
money but as time went on. 
her son became a New Russ- 
ian businessman and she 
went up in the world. She 
used to arrive in a chauffeur- 
driven can taka off her for 
coat give the flat a quick 
flick with a duster and then 
plonk herself down to show 
me snaps from her latest hol- 
iday in Sri I-anka or Cyprus. 

After Nina came Tanya, a 
geologist who, like many ed- 
ucated Russians, has been re- 
duced to doing menial work to 
mafrp ends meet She came to 
my three-room home as 
much for space and peace as 
for money. Tanya lives in a 
communal flat which means 
she shares one room with her 
sister, the other two rooms 
being occupied by separate 
families. When she had fin- 
ished vacuuming, she would 
sit in the lotus position and 
look at nty art books for hours. 

Recently Tanya got a bet- 
ter job and passed me on to 
Yulia, who is the new Hilda 


Ogden of Samotechny Lane, 
although she is too elegant to 
wear curlers. An engineer 
from an obsolete radio factory 
Yulia has been with me far 
only a month but already she 
has me in hand. 

“Right," she said three 
weeks ago. “On 25 December 
you can come to ray son’s 
school and hand out the 
prizes. You will be the special 
guest" I opened and closed 
my mouth like a goldfish. 
That would be Christmas 
Day. On the olherhand. I was 
not really planning to do any- 
thing else so I went obedienffy 
to give the prizes at School 
Number Two in the town of 
Fryazino outside Moscow. 

It was a delightful experi- 
ence. Fryazino used to be 
closed to foreigners because 
of its defence factories. It re- 
tains a special atmosphere, as 
many of its inhabitants are 
scientists and intellectuals. 

The prizes were for the 
best translations of English 
poetry into Russian. They 
had to be both accurate and 
lyrical The poems included a 
Shakespeare sonnet, which 
the 16-year-olds had tackled 
with astonishing skill and 
grace. Even more awe-inspir- 
ing was Zoya Arnoldovna, the 
teacher The last time she had 
been paid was in September. 
Yfet, out ofher own pocket she 
had bought the prizes. 

As luck would have it 
Yulia’s son Misha won first 
prize. I had brought little 
British flag badges for the 
runners-up and a giant silk 
Union Jack for the winner. 
Everyone laughed when 
Misha draped the flag round 
his shoulders like Superman. 

On New Year's Eve, Yulia 
and Misha knocked on my 
door. “We enjoyed the prize- 
giving so much that we have 
come to wash your windows 
to say thank you," they an- 
nounced. This was the last 
thing I needed, as I was up to 
my elbows in salmon and 
mayonnaise, making a Russ- 
ian salad for guests who were 
expected any minute. But I 
knew it was useless to argue. 

Helen Womack 
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briefing 

Changes to Independent’ 
statistics after euro launch 

me INDEPENDENTS statistics are from today being 
adjusted to take account of the launch of the euro. We are 
also extending our coverage of international stock 
markets. 

In the foreign exchange-rate table (published on page n 
today) spot rates against the German mark have been 
replaced by a column of euro cross rates. The 11 
currencies in EMU still feature in this table, even though 
they are now fixed sub-units of the euro, to provide an easy 
reference point while francs, marks and other legacy 
currencies continue to circulate. 

On the currencies table (below), the euro replaces mark 
rates. The ecu, which converted into the euro on a one-for- 

one basis, has also been 
replaced by the euro 
throughout the section, 
while all “year change" 
information for euro wifi be 
since its launch on I 
January. 

Repo and overnight rates 
set by the new European 
Central Bank for the 
eurozone replace the 
individual rates for the 
countries participating in 
economic and monetary- 
union in the interest-rate 
table (page 17) The short-term money market rates listed 
under Germany on the interest-rate table below also apply 
across the eurozone. 

At the moment the British Bankers’ Association euro 
Libor rates and the European Bankers Federation's 
Eurihor rates are competing to establish themselves as 
Europe’s key benchmark. As The Independent publishes 
Liffe euro Libor futures, we have also added the euro labor 
rate to the money-market rate table. 

liffe plans to continue trading euromark and eurolira 
contracts until 22 January, when they will be converted 
into euro Libor contracts. We will continue to publish the 
separate future contracts until then. 
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Fresh signs of slowdown 
add to rate cut pressure 


By Diane covle 
Economics Editor 


PROSPECTS OF Iowa: interest 
rates in both Europe and the UK 
increased yesterday following 
fresh signs ofa slowdown in the 
German and Brto sh economies. 

On the heels of the launch of 
the euro, a new survey brought 
indications of a slowdown in 
Germany the powerhouse of 
tiie European economy. The 
European Central Bank is ex- 
pected to cut interest rates 
again, following the co-ordinat- 
ed reduction to 3 per cent in 
member countries last month. 

Fresh evidence that the UK 
is dose to recession also boost- 
ed hopes that the Bank of Eng- 
land trill reduce the cost of 
bamnringirom foe current 625 
per cent either on Thursday or 
after next mouth's meeting of its 
Monetary ffoHcy Committee. 

The purchasing managers 
survey suggested that manu- 
facturing industry contracted 
in December for the ninth con- 
secutive month. The gloom was 
barefy lifted by figures showing 
a retard increase in credit card 
borrowing in November 

Thanks to these dim eco- 
nomic prospects and to its ex- 
clusion from euro-pboria, 
London was the only European 
market to fail on the first day of 
trading for the new currency. 
The FTSE 100 index ended just 
over 3 points lower at 5^79.4, 
having fallen as much as 71 
points earlier in the day 

Yet other European stock- 
markets surged, while the euro 
strengthened against the pound 
and the dollar as investors 
bought euro assets following 
the single currency’s launch. 
Shares in Paris jumped nearly 
5 per cent, and in Frankfort 6per 
cent. Shares in the biggest com- 
panies such as France Tele- 
com, Deutsche Telekom and 



Bond traders at Nomura In the City, at work with the euro for the first time yesterday TamPUston 


DaimlerChrysler made the 
biggest gains as institutional in- 
vestors started to increase their 
h oldings in the euro zone. 

The pound dosed at 7L09p to 
the euro, slightfy weaker than 
the 70.2 pence at which it 
opened- The foreign exchange 
markets were relatively quiet as 
dealers tentatively tried out the 
results of the conversion. 

Business surveys fa both the 
UK and Germany yesterday 


painted to economic slowdown. 
In Britain the Chartered Insti- 
tute Puidiasing and Supply 
(CIPS) reported the second 
biggest fall in output in the sur- 
vey’s seven-year history. 

One ray of light came in a 
dower fall in new orders than the 
previous month, hinting that 
foe recession in manufacturing 
□right be stabilising. Bat, Peter 
Thomson, CIPS director gener- 
al, said it was not a happy start 


to the yean “We have had some 
refief in lo w er inte rest rates, but 

another Cut IS psspnfial " 

Separate figures yesterday 
showed a record rise of £S59m 
in credit card borrowing, with 
total new consumer credit at 
£L3bn. The robust rise sug- 
gested consumer spending is 
stffi growing at a healthy pace. 

Even so, Michael Saunders, 
ilk ern nnmirt fltSal o i'n fln Smith 
Barney predicted: “Rates wffl fall 


to 5 per cent within the next few 
months." Analysts are divided 
oyer whether the next move 
win rome this week following the 
half point reduction to 6.25 per 
cent on 10 December 
Analysts also think a further 
faD ineuro interest rates is on the 
cards if Germany shows more 
signs of stumbling. Yesterday’s 
survey showed a sharp drop in 
manufacturing activity with out- 
put, orders and employment all 


down in December Unemploy- 
ment figures for Germany later 
this week could show the total 
climbing back above fourrmHkm. 
If so, there win be additional pres- 
sure on Europe's central 
bankas to boost the economy 
to raise support far the euro. The 
ECB council is next due to meet 
on 21 January but it is unlikely 
to cut rates again so sooa 

Outlook, page 13 
Rough ride for pound, page 15 






Vodafone poised to bid for US rival ~ 


VODAFONE IS considering 
entering the bidding for its US 
rival AirTbuch in a move which 
could see the mobile phone 
group almost double in size. 

AirTbuch confirmed on Sun- 
day sight that it is in talks with 
Bell Atlantic, the largest local 
phone company in the US, 
about a takeover which would 
probably value foe US mobile 
operator at $45bn (£27bn). 

However Vodafone, which 
has long been seen as an ideal 
merger partner for AirTouch 


By peter thal Larsen 

and briefly hdd talks with it last 
yean is poised to enter the fray. 

The operator is interested in 

Airtbuch's international assets, 
but less keen to enter the US 
market In Europe, AirTbuch 
complements Vodafone as foe 
companies were members of 
rival consortia when mobile 
phone licences were awarded. 
“It would be a marriage made 
in heaven,” said analyst Jim 
McCafferty of SG Securities. 


One possibility is that Voda- 
fone and Bell Atlantic carve 
AirTbuch between them. Bell 
could combine AirTbuch’s West 
Coast business with its own mo- 
bile operations to create a na- 
tional operator Vodafone would 
take over AirTbuch’s interna- 
tional businesses. 

Vodafone is thought to have 
been surprised by reports of an 
AirToucb/Beil deal. The ac- 
quisative US operator is stiU ob- 
taining regulatory approval for 
its $53bn acquisition (rfGTE, its 


US rival, announced last year. 

Chris Gent, Vrdafone’s chief 
executive, is currently in Aus- 
tralia watching the fifth Ashes 
Test Vodafone sponsors the 
England team. “We do not com- 
ment on market rumour and 
speculation,” a spokesman for 
Vodafone said lak night 

Vodafone’s bargaining posi- 
tion will be helped by its strong 
stock market performance over 
foe past year; during which its 
shares more than doubled in 
value, leaving it in a strong 


position to issue shares as part 
of any deaL Vesterday Vodafone 
shares jumped 73p to l,049p, 
valuing the company at £32bn, 
as it confirmed that it had 
widened its lead over its rivals 
in the last quarter of last year: 

In tire final three months of 
1998 it signed up 933,000 new 
customers in the UK. Explosive 
growth of its pay-as-you-go ser- 
vice, which added 755,000 new 
customers, accounted for most 
of the rise. 

Cefinet maintained its num- 


ber two ranking with 658,000 
new users, 455,000 of which 
were pre paid customers. 
Orange added 513.000 cus- 
tomers, while OneZOne signed 
up 493,000. 

Analysts welcomed the 
growth, but questioned how 
profitable the new customers 
would be. “The question is to 
what extent the operators can 
gravitate these customers on to 
fixed contracts in foe future," 
said Chris Godsmark, an ana- 
lyst at Henderson Crosthwaite. 
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Fall in house prices adds 
to fears of market slide 


Goldsmiths fuels rumours 
with glum trading report 


FEARS OF a downward slide in 
the housing market were rein- 
forced yesterday by fresh data 
showing a fall in house prices 
for a second successive month. 

The average house price fell 
in December from £73,231 to 
£73,124 - 0.1 per cent - accord- 
ing to the Halifax monthly bouse 
price index. This followed a 
November fall of 0.7 per cent 
House price inflation has 
reached its lowest level since 
1997, with prices rising by just 
4.5 per cent in foe year to 
December Last summer prices 
were rising by 7 per cent 
The fall led economists to 
predict a “gently simmering" 
market over 1999. Prices are 
expected to slip in the first half 
but rebound in the second 


BY ANDREW VERITY 

when buyers start to feel foe 
benefit of lower interest rates. 

Kieran Ban; a housing spe- 
cialist at Deutsche Bank, said: 
“The housing market almost 
dried up at the end of last year 
because of deteriorating in- 
ternational conditions and 
lower consumer confidence. 

“Although the consumer is 
not feeling under foe cosh, he's 
still reading about recession. 
And we expect to see unem- 
ployment go up. What will be 
key is bow things shape up in 
the first quarter of this year.” 

The price fall came despite 
a 2.5 per cent rise in mortgage 
tending in November. Lenders 
said this was foie to existing 


homeowners switching to 
cheaper mortgage deals. 

Halifax said there was still an 
upward trend in house prices 
over the year and housing was 
still at historically affordable 
levels compared to earnings. 
Halifax forecasts a 4 per cent 
rise in prices in 1999. 

Ftenula Early economist at 
the Council of Mortgage 
Lenders; said: "If you look at the 
overall economic environment 
there is caution in the market, 

but Iwouldrrt say [the Decem- 
ber price faD] is a sign of a 
crash.” 

Economists are now pre- 
dicting that bare rates coufo fall 
to <L5 per cent this year; allow- 
ing variable mortgage rates to 
fall to 5.5 per cent 


GOLDSMITHS, the jewellery 
retailer issued a downbeat 
Christinas trading statement 
yesterday anad speculation that 
the company will be taken pri- 
vate in the next two weeks. 

Reporting sales that were 
“disappointing and below ex- 
pectations” fix* the four weeks 
to 2 January, Jurek Piasecki, 
Gokismiths’cfaairinanazxldiief 
executive, declined to comment 
on a posable management buy- 
out This followed a statement 
just before Christmas saying 
Goldsmiths is in preliminary 
talks with a potential bidden 

However it is understood 
that the dead is likely to be fi- 
nalised within afortnigit, ted by 
Mr Piasecki and backed by 
Alchemy the venture capital 


by Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 


group. It is expected to be 
pitched at about 165p a share, 
valuing the company at around 
£40m. Goldsmiths shares M 15p 
to I54p yesterday. 

Goldsmiths, which has 154 
outlets, yesterday reported a 2.6 
per cent fall in tikefortike sales 
in the four weeks to 2 January. 
Mid-priced jewellery in the £400 
to £1500 price bracket sold well, 
but the top and bottom ends 
were disappointing. 

Mr Piasecki saidt “I think con- 
sumers are nervous and I hope 
the Monetary Rjficy Committee 
knocks down interest rates 
again when it meets tins week.” 

The company is thought to 
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Around the world’s markets 



BLUE CHIPS were unimpressed by 
the euro’s launch. Other European 
markets moved ahead sharply, but 
fbotsie closed off 3^2 points at 
5,879.4p. At (me time it was up 3AJS. 

BP Amoco, the new oil giant and 
Footsie’s biggest constituent 
marked its debut with a 21.5p gain 
to 924.5p is busy trading. Telecom 
shares buzzed again after good 
festive season mobile phone sales. 
Orange, up 13.7 per cent to 794.5p, 
led the charge with Vodafone rising 
7.5 per cent to l,049p, a peak. 

Derek Pain, page 17 
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THE DOW rose 188 points to 
stand within 25 points of its all- 
time high of 9^74^ as investors 
welcomed the new year with a 
rally, before falling back slightly 
to 9,244.74, up 65, in early 
afternoon. Analysts attributed 
the movements to hopes of large 
flows of cash Into mutual funds 
and subsequent profit taking. 

Hie Nasdaq Composite was 
up 364J2 points, or L68 per cent, 
at 2,229.51, while the broader 

S&P 500 index was up 13^9 
points at L242.57. 

THE NIKKEI tumbled over 3 per 
cent ic a shortened first day of 
trading for 1999 to end at 13,41549 
amid concerns that the yen’s 
stronger tendency against the 
dollar would hurt Japan's ailing 
economy. 

Traders said worries about 
volatility in the currency markets as 
the euro began to trade, and fears 
that the yen may firm further 
against the dollar battered stock 
market sentiment “There are 
worries that the yen will rise farther 
against the dollar;” said one analyst 

STOCKS CLOSED sharply lower, 
with the Hang Seng index ending 
2^8 per cent off at 9^09.2. amid 
worries about the fell in Tokyo 
and the strength of yen. 

“Volatility is high and 
turnover low and we expect this 
to continue for the next lew 
days,” said Gordon Leung at 
Cresvale Fhr East Brokers said 
there was little institutional 
action because funds did not 
want to increase doflar-tinked 
positions before seeing the trend 
in the euro. 
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Miller Smith’s new year shocker 


IF Charles Miller Smith’s New Year 
resolution was to stop giving the 
stock market nasty surprises, then 
he has already broken it Just four 
days into 1999 and ICI has come up 
with a belter; announcing the col- 
lapse of another important dement 



doning plans for a joint venture 
with DuPont in Pakistan, 

In an effort to sugar the pOZ, the 
group has pledged to maintain the 
dividend for 1998 and the axe 
to a further UWO jobs. The £70m in 
savings generated by the latest job 
cuts will go some way towards pay- 
ing the interest charges on the 
£4.4bn of debt ICI is still groaning 
under following the purchase of 
Unilever’s q ieriaHty chemicals busi- 
ness. 

But by any yardstick, Mr Miller 
Smith's grand strategy of dumping 
bulk ch emicals and reinventing ICI 
as a manufacturer of scents and 
starches, looks to be in tatters. 

The chemical reaction to the lat- 
est piece of bad news from 9, Mill- 
bank was predictable. The shares 
were marked down 6 pa* cent At this 
rate, the next 12 months could turn 
out every bit the annua horntrilis 
than 1998 proved to be. 

Since thedrpeak in May last year 



OUTLOOK 

of 1244p, ICI shares have fallen by 
60 per cent. Id is now wrath just a 
fifth of the value of Zeneca, the ju- 
nior partner at the time of demerg- 
er six year ago. Mr Miller Smith calls 

ICftstarttothejfear-rumbustious”. 
Others might regard it as calamitous 
while for the ICI chief executive him- 
self; it begins to look perilous. Id as 
a whole is now worth less than it paid 
for Unilever’s speciality chemicals 
interests. 

The collapse of the Tfoodde sale 
to DuPont and NL shows that Id 
cannot refinance this purchase price 
through disposal of the group's un- 
wanted parts. While ICI dusts off 
plans for a flotation of the Tioxide 
business, the world is left wonder- 


ing v^en Mr Miller Smith will deliver 
on his promises. 

It is a moot point as to whether 
ICI would have been better off doing 
no thing , pl tho u gh it is hard to see 
how owning a collection of com- 
modity chemicals businesses at the 
bottom of the cycle would now put 
it in a stronger position. 

But that should not obscure the 
disaster that has overtaken Mr 
Miller Smith's grand strategic 
switch of direction. In these cir- 
cumstances it is also a moot point 
as to whether a different manage- 
ment could now manage the situa- 
tion any better Mr Milter Sknith must 
nonetheless be wondering if Ms 
position is as safe as Id's dividend 
right now. 

Euro destiny 

HOW QUICKLY win Britain become 
part of Euroland? Much as we might 
Kfce to think the decision is still ours 
to mate, this may not in the end be 
the case. The possibility of a de facto 
introduction of the euro, regardless 
of what the British people and its 
politicians want, remains high. 

Many Mg British companies take 
the view that sterling is already 


largely an irrelevance. Some plan to 
account in euros (although the pri- 
maiy accounting currency will have 
to remain the pound), others propose 
to invoice suppliers in euros, while 
a few even plan to offer workers the 
right to receive their pay in euros. 

The speed with which the British 
economy de facto becomes part of 
the eurozone, without formally join- 
ing it. will largely depend on this lat- 
ter phenomenon. If the purchasing 
base of the county turns euro, then 
steriing too would soon start to dis- 
appear Retailers would very quick- 
ly have to accept euros as well as 
pounds and they too, would as a con- 
sequence eventually start paying 
their workers in euros. 

Plainly this is not grang to happen 
overnight Since the Revenue will 
continue to tax in pounds, not many 
companies will think it worth their 
while to go this route, initially at least 
-the administrative hassle would be 
too great However; pressure from 
both sides erf industry for payment 
in euros is likely to mount if the 
pound becomes highly volatile 
against the new currency. Employ- 
ers would find it convenient as well 
as profitable to foist the exchange 
risk of the payroll on to their em- 
ployees, while employees might be 


made to feel better off and securer 
if paid in euros. 

All this must for the time being 
remain in the realm of speculation. 
What looks rather more certain is 
that prices and the cost of money will 
quite quickly homogenise to 
Euroland levels. The PfitahHahmgwt 
of the single currency adds a previ- 
ously unattainable degree of pricing 
transparency across die eurozone, 
and as such is the final milestone on 
route to a fully integrated single 
European market place. As cross- 
border trade and competition picks 
up, prices should in theory fall 
towards the lowest denominator. 

Big business will no doubt fight 
tooth and nail to make the process 
work the other way round - that is, 
to have prices rise towards the 
highest denominator - but either 
way Britain cannot remain immunp 
to what happens. The euro wSl gal- 
vanise British markets and indusby 
as much as it will those of Euroland. 
In this respect, Britain will find it 

im pftggih Ua tn r emain an island The 

City's key position in financial mar- 
kets, including far the time being, the 

euro ma r frpfS' p nchps ns fiirthw shU 

towards effective integration. 

So it certainly won’t be posable 
to avoid the effect of the euro, how- 


ever much we might wish not to be 
a part of it, and longer term eco- 
nomic inevitability might force us 
into it many case. 

In the short term, it seems dear 
that there is nothing to stop a fur- 
ther fall in European interest rates. 
The new currency seems destined 
rapidly to establish itself as a strong 
and powerful one, prices are bare- 
ly rising at all in many parts of 
Euroland, un employ ment remains 

high and growth sluggish. 

WimIXasenbergwiD surely resist 
at this month's meeting of the ECB 
for fear of jumping the gun, but a far- 
ther cut in rates must follow soon 
after That in turn will put pressure 
on our own monetary policy com- 
mittee for more action. Nothing is 
certain, but there is a fair possibili- 
ty that the British economy will con- 
verge with that of Euroland much 
more rapkSty than generally though t 

Liffe threatening 

ANY CREDIBLE financial centre 
has to have a big futures market, and 
though a great deal of derivatives ac- 
tivity these days is customised and 
over the counter; a vibrant futures 
exchange is an absolute necessity. 


liffe used so effortlessly to occupy 


it became complacent 
First it was caught napping by 
Frankfort's low cost screen dealing 


blow- the collapse of Griffin fad- 
ing. This has highlighted quite se- 
rious regulatory Mfeigs 

Strictty speaking this is not life’s 
fault, as it is not responsible forreg- 
Mating Griffin, nor is this a partic- 
ularly significant collapse in the 
scale of things. "Only" £6JSm seems 
to be at risk as a result of the activ- 
ities of John Ho (Ho) Park, and no 
more than 100 “locals”, or traders, 

have been hit by Griffitf s failure ad- 
equately to ring fence their money 
from Mr Park’s recklessness. 

Nonetheless, the mud is sticking, 
first liffe is accused of charging far 
too much. Now it is accused of fail- 
ing to safeguard its traders’ money 
In most rival futures exchanges, it 
would apparently be quite illegal to 
“pool" traders’ interests in the way 
that seems to have happened at Grif- 
fin. Elsewhere, strict segregation is 
the order of the day, as it is in near- 
ly all transactions involving money. 
For Brian Williamson, Liffe’s new 
chairman, the Griffin debacle could 
hardly have come at a worse lima 




Tom Pzlston 

December. Unempk* 
tres for Germany filer p 
£ could show the total 
back above four milhon 
e will be additional prw- 
l Europe's central 
to boost the economy 
apport for the euro. The 
aril is next due to meet 
raarv; but it is unlikely 
:es again sc soon. 

Outlook, page 13 
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More job cuts forecast 
as BP Amoco surges 


Sir John Browne Reft), BP Amoco chief executive, with Larry Fuller; co-chairman, outside Britannic House in London yesterday John Voos 


BP AMOCO shares surged 
yesterday as Britain’s biggest 
company began trading with a 
warning that job losses would 
exceed the 6,000 initially 
forecast 

In heavy trading, shares in 
the new ofl giant rose by 3 per 
cent to 928p on the first day of 
dealings, valuing the company 
at around £90bn. 

This makes BP Amoco the 
biggest company by market 
capitalisation in the FTSE100 
index of leading shares and the 
world’s third biggest oil major 
behind Exxon-MobQ and Royal 

Dutch Shell. 

BP Amoco was by far the 
most actively traded stock in 
London with more than 70 mil- 
lion shares changing hands as 
fund managers raised their 
weightings. 


By Michael Harrison 

A spokesman said that job 
losses would be hi g her than 
the 6,000 forecast when the 
merger was unveiled last 
August 

But he stressed that the 
bulk of the additional redun- 
dancies would be in the US. Of 
the 6,000 job losses so far an- 
nounced, about L000 will be in 
the UK. 

BP Amoco has pledged to 
reduce its cost base by 30 per 
cent which will help yield sav- 
ings of $2bn a year by the end 
of 2000. 

But analysts believe the 
eventual figure will be much 
bigger than that, perhaps as 
high as $3.5bn. 

The merger cleared its final 
hurdle last week after the US 


Federal Trade Commission 
gave the deal the go-ahead 
with only minor conditions. 

BP Amoco is having to 
dispose of 134 petrol stations 
in the US — less than 1 per 
cent of the 16,000 it owns — and 
nine oil product storage ter- 
minals in return for regulato- 
ry approval. 

BP Amoco's chief executive 
will be Sir John Browne, the for- 
mer chief executive of BP while 
Larry Filler of Amoco will be 
co-chairman alongside BP's 
Peter Sutherland until his 
retirement in 2000. 

The enlarged group will 
start life with combined rev- 
enues of $l08bn, some 100,000 
employees, reserves of 14.8 
billion barrels of oil and gas 
and daily production of about 
3 million barrels. 
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News Analysis: Chemical giant’s £600m sale is blocked 

Double blow sends 

i 

ICI shares crashing 


lours 

3ort 


By Michael Harrison 

ICI SUFFERED a double set- 
back: yesterday as US regula- 
tors blocked the £600m sale of 
its worldwide Tioxide business, 
and another 500 jobs were shed 
from the group's UK chemicals 
operations. 

The collapse of the sale of 
ICrs Tioxide division to the US 
companies, DuPont and NL 
Industries, will further hamper 
the group’s attempts to reduce 
its debts. These have ballooned 
following the £4.9bn purchase 
of Unilever’s speciality chemi- 
cals division in 1997, and stood 
at £4.4bn last October. 

Shares in ICI reacted badly 
to the latest bout of bad news, 
falling by 6 per cent to 492p and 
wiping £200m from the compa- 
ny’s value. ICI shares are now 
60 per cent below their peak of 
last May following a string of 
profit warnings and failed dis- 
posal attempts. 

Meanwhile, the credit ral- 



stiare price, pence 
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Miller Smith: strategy is “on track and delivering” 


- 

revised its outlook for ICI from 
stable to negative. 

ICI said it had scrapped the 
sale of its Tioxide business in 
the US to DuPont and the sale 
of its Tioxide businesses outside 
North America to NL Indus- 
tries after failing to get ap- 
proval for the two deals from 


the US Federal Trade Com- 
mission (FTO under accept- 
able terms. 

ICI will now consider three 
alternatives for Tioxide - sale 
to another trade buyeq sale to 
a financial buyer; or flotation, 
which was the original plan 
for the business. 

Separately ICI said it had 
called off discussions with 
DuPont about settingup aidant 
to make pure terephthalie acid 
in Pakistan. 

This is the second time the 
FTC has blocked an ICI dis- 
posal In October last year ICI 
was forced to call off the $455m 
(£275m) sate cfiteCrosfield spe- 
ciality chemicals business to W 
R Grace after the US regulator 


failed to approve the deal on 
acceptable terms. 

In total ICI is shedding 1,000 
jobs, half of whidi will be in its 
US paints division. The 500 UK 
job losses will fan mainly on 
ICT s hakxfaemicals division in 
Runcorn, Cheshire, which 
matrix: nhlhri ne, caustic soda 
and dry cleaning fluids. About 
120 jobs will be shed at the Cros- 
fields industrial specialities 
division in Warrington. 

Charles Miller Smith, ICTs 
chief executive and the driving 
force behind its ambitious 
restructuring programme, con- 
ceded that the company had 
experienced a ‘rumbustious” 
start to the new year and said 
the collapse in the share price 


was painful But he maintained 
that the group strategy of shed- 
ding its bulk ph(Mnire>iB activi- 
ties and moving into less 
cyclical specialities chemicals, 
such as starches and flavour- 
ings, was paying off 

Shru gg in g off suggestions 
that his position as chief exec- 
utive might now be vulnerable, 
Mr Miller Smith said: “The 
strategic direction is on course, 
on track and delivering.” 

He saki that the disposal pro- 
gramme bad been a success, 
with gross proceeds of £3.5bn 
since May 1997, more than 
£lbn of the sum having oc- 
curred in 1998. ICI had suc- 
cessfully disposed erf more than 
40 businesses, while onty three 
deals had “cratered”, he said. 

In an attempt to ease stock 
market nerves, ICI said it 
intended to maintain the divi- 
dend (or the year ended 31 
December' at 32p a share and 
forecast profits before excep- 
tional items of at least £315m, 
compared with analysts' esti- 
mates ranging from £295m to 
£350m. 

ICI will take a £120m excep- 
tional charge to cover the 
redundancy programme, but it 
expects to generate cost sav- 
ings of £70m a year with pay- 
back in under two years. 

Outlook, this page 


if you fly with us next time 
you’re travelling on business 

£40 says you’ll want to do 
it again 


Because business meetings always seem to run over, change, or get 
cancelled, Go has flexible fares available on all flights. These save 
you at least 40% off the price of a typical full economy flexible fare. 

And now there’s an extra reason to fly Go - book a return flexible fare 
for travel before 1 0 February and Go will give you a £40 voucher to 
use towards any other Go flight taken before 25 March. 
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Liffe traders set for Griffin payout 


THE LIFFE independent 
traders put out of business by 
9 the collapse of Griffin Trading 
are set to receive a payout 
equal to half the positions they 
had with the fallen fotures bro- 
ker within the next few duys. 

The Financial Services Au- 
thority the City watchdog, said 
yesterday that after inspecting 
the Griffin books It was *confi- 


by Francesco Guebrera 
AND ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

dent” it could give a SOper cent 
payout to all the traders hit by 
the scandaL 

Liffe said the payouts would 
come in the next few days in a 
bM to get up to 100 “locals” - in- 
dependent dealers who risk 
their own money - back Into 


business. It is understood that 
the losses by the dealers -who 
account far around 10 per cent 
of the exchange’s locals capac- 
ity-range from Q5,000 to £lm. 

Griffin, the London-based 
unit of a well-known Chicago 
t rading house, collapsed two 
weeks ago after rogue trader 
John Pa* lost £6^5m on a Ger- 
man bunds futures contract 


The FSA£ move came as Tul- 
lett&Tbfcyo, the broker used by 
Mr Park for his deals, said that 

it could take legal action 
against Griffin and the Kraean- 
born trader. 

TuUett A Tokyo said that it 
was set to lose up to DMl.2m 
(£430,000) as a result of Mr 
Park’s deals. 

Outlook, this page 
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The UK will suffer from the Government’s failure to be decisive over the euro, writes Vincent Cable Rebels 
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THE LABOUR Government has 
rightly emphasised the impor- 
tance of financial stability. An 
operationally independent Bank 

of Rn gland and ^vpKoif fi<ral cfn- 

bflity rules are proof of good 

mtenlL 

The main anomaly is a fluc- 
tuating exchange rate whose 
appreciation has already 
damaged manufacturing indus- 
try. The formation of economic 
and monetary union without 
British participation leaves 
sterling exposed to a period of 
uncertainty and instability. 

The Chancellor Gordon 
Brown wants stating to be sta- 
ble and competitive. In practice 
j>'- it' has been neither. Even after 
a deefine in the DM rate from the 
March peak of DM3.10 to 
DM2R0, the effective rate —tak- 
ing into account relative infefirai 
and exchange rates of competi- 
tors — is still around 10 per cent 
higher than when the Govern- 
ment took office, according to the 
OECD. The price competitive- 
ness of exports and import sub- 
stitutes has declined across the 
board. 

Because the consequent loss 
in orders takes time to Heed 
through into output, investment 
. and jobs, last year’s strong 
■0 pound wfil continue to be felt in 
manufacturing recession. On 
the Government's own figures, 
export volume growth wfll fall 
from &5 per cent in 1997 to 325 
per cent fa 1998 and 3 per cent 
in 1999. Most of this decline is at- 
tributable to sterling apprecia- 
tion. 

What of the future? The Gov- 
ernment expects an orderly de- 
valuation sufficient to counter 
recession in manufacturing but 


IN BRIEF 


‘Rogue’ directors 
rise by one-third 

THE NUMBER of “rogue” 
directors disqualified as unfit 
'll* run a public company rose 
by more than a third in the 
third quarter of last year, the 
Government announced 
yesterday. 

Kim Howells, Minister for 
Competition and Consumer 
Affairs at the Department of 
Trade and Industry, issued 
the figures as he hailed tile 
success of a “Defiant 
Directors Hotline” set up by 
the DTI a year ago to tackle 
rogue directors and 
bankrupts who continue to 
operate in the face of court 
bans. The 1,200 calls received 
by the Insolvency Service 
have pushed the number of 
allegations of law breaking 
up by 40 per cent over the 
previous yean The service is 
considering prosecutions in 
over 100 cases. The Hotline 
^ number is 0345 601 3546. 

Red Star sold 

RED STAR Parcels, the loss- 
making division of British 
Rail that was sold for £1 
three years ago, has been 
bought by Lynx Express. 

The terms of the 
tr ansactio n were not revealed 
but the deal is likely to have 
made a small fortune for the 

managem ent, led by John 
Holmes, who were part of a 
consortium that bought Red 
Star in March 1995. The other 
investors were BZW and TSB. 
Red Star was losing about 
£lOm a year when it was sold 
but is now understood to be 
breaking even. The deal that 
will make Lynx the UK’s 


group with 4,000 vehicles, 
3,000 employees and annual 
sales of £T70m. 

Bernard shake-up 

BERNARD MATTHEWS, the 
food supplier; yesterday 
announced an internal 
^hake-up designed to 
Simplify its structure. The 
company is transferring its 
food operation to a wholly- 
owned subsidiary, Bernard 
Matthews Foods. The 
comoaqy's intellectual 
property rights and financing 
operations wiD stay within 
the quoted parent company, 
Bernard Matthews pic. 


not so large as to jeopardise the 
inflation target Interest rate 
differentials between the UK 
and Euro zone should dose and 
this should puli sterling down to 
equalise the return on assets. 

These are, however, not nor- 
mal times. The launch of the 
euro is a seismic event in 
economic toms. One of the few 
areas of consensus among fore- 
casters is that there wffl be 
increased volatility for curren- 
cies such as sterling, which are 
outside Euroland but heavily 
influenced fay it Volatility mat- 
ters increasingly because, as the 
euro is more widely used in the 
UK for business purposes, ex- 
posure to foreign exchange risk 
will grow. 

Continued uncertainty over 
British intentions is inherently 
destabilising- Another reason 
for expecting volatility is that the 
rest of the world is only periph- 
erally important for Euroland 
economy managers. Most trade 
is intemaL 

The exchange rate will be- 
come, as it already is far the US, 
a residual factoc The Ftederal Re- 
serve takes little account of the 
doDar-yen and doDar^DM rate in 
setting policy and the European 
Central Bank (E CB> wiD be- 
have in the same way The world 
economy will resemble a tropi- 
cal mud bathinwhich two large 
hippos wallow around, crushing 
smalle r animals, like the British, 
naug ht in the rnidfflf* 

In addition to general volatil- 
ity there is the risk that the euro 
vriD cause a mqjar exchange rate 
shock to sterling, (hie possibili- 
ty is that sterling could become 
a refuge for nervous Euroland 
investors if there is any loss of 



The euro could cause a major exchange rate shock to sterling, possibly a large and uncontrolled devaluation 


confidence in the eariy years of 
the euro. This seems unlikely, at 
present but if it happened, the 
cost of a ‘safe haven* premium 
for sterling would be further 
damage from appreciation to ex- 
change rate sensitive UKfirms. 

It is more likely that the 
shock would be a large uncon- 
trolled devaluation. Two factors 
may make the euro exception- 
ally Strong relative to stating. 
In one plausible scenario, there 
is a combination of strict mon- 
etary policy administered by 
the ECB and looser fiscal poli- 
cy administered by left-wing 
governments in France, Ger- 
many and Italy. 

Comparable circumstances in 
the US in the 1980s produced 
record highs for the dollar. 
Anotfaerinfluencein the same di- 
rection is the potentially huge 
portfolio shift in reserve 
holdings. Major foreign reserve 
holders, such as China, Japan, 
Singapore and Thiwan, and pri- 
vate foods, wffl demand euros as 
a reserve currency pushing up 


the euro against other curren- 
cies including sterling. 

Devaluation against the euro 
would have competitive advan- 
tages. But it would present two 
problems. Imported inflation 
could undermine price stability. 
Deep devaluation could also 
create a confrontation with Eu- 
roland over "unfair competi- 
tion” and the risk of trade 
sanctions. 

Sterling is due for a bumpy 
ride. Even if the Government 
tries to minimise uncertainty by 
signalling a dear intention to join 
EMU soon after thenext general 
election, there is a potentially 
awkward transition. The Gov- 
ernment has studiously avoided 
spelling out how it will manage 
the transition from a freely float- 
ing to an irrevocably fixed ex- 
change rate regime. One 
suspects it doesn't really know. 

It would help if the Treasury 
and the Bank erf England set ex- 
plicit monetary and fiscal con- 
vergence targets. Smaller 

intor pstanH inflation /ftffprpntiab 


would, in themselves, reduce 
speculative arbitrage. 

The bigger issues concern the 
timing and rate of entry into 
EMU. The logic of the Govern- 
ment’s position, at present, is 
that the entry rate will be de- 
termined by the timing . The 
rate prevailing in the markets 
after a successful referendum 
will be aflkety reference point for 
n egotia ti o n s with Euroland on an 
entry rate and date. 

This assumes that the Gov- 
ernment controls its present 
bout of suicidal i nfighting, gets 
comfortably re-elected, then. In 
the Nirvana of rapid and smooth 
decision-making promised for 
after the next election, sorts 
out the technical entry problems; 
and also wins a referendum. 

An awful lot is being left to 
chance, not least tbe fact that the 
prevailing exchange rate, then, 
could be inappropriate, as it 
was when we joined the ERM. 

It would surely be more sen- 
sible to address now - the issue of 
what could be a sustainable 


long-term exchange rate. There 
is no objectively "correct” rate. 
There are different views and 
methodologies. But some in- 
formed estimates are emerging 

Goldman Sachs in October ar- 
gued for a rate of DM250 to 2.60. 
Williamson's work cm a long- 
term equilibrium suggested a 
lower rate of DM 225 to 2.40. The 
Gove rnment gfamiM Initiate a fo- 
bate on a plausible consensus 
range. It could follow the model 
of the minimum wage where it 
skillfully used a political device 
— the Low Pay Commission — 
to achieve an economically sen- 
sible answer 

Whatever recommendation 
emerged would influence mar- 
ket expectations and also help to 
persuade Euroland govern- 
ments that the proposed British 
entry rate has a basis in eco- 
nomic fundamentals, not op- 
portunism or pure chance. 

H the logic of entry starts with 
an appropriate exchange rate, a 
window of opportunity may well 
open before the next general 


Andrew Buurmon 


election. The euro-sterimg rate 
wDl at sane point approach the 
desired leveL If overall conver- 
gence was dose, this would be 
the time to lock sterling into a 
stable exchange rate regime. 
There would be the additional 
merit of pre-empting the Maas- 
tricht Treaty requirement that 

Bri tain should demons trate a pe. 

riod of exchange rate staWKy be- 
fore EMU entry. 

The mam awkwardness is 
politicaL The Prime Minister 
has ruled out EMU entry before 
the next election. The Chancel- 
lor has ruled out joining a re- 
constituted ERM as an 
intermediate step. One of them, 
almost certainly the ChanceDoq 
will have to eat his words. But 
that is a small price to pay for a 
stable and competitive exchange 
rate and a smoother trajectory 
to EMU entry. 

Vincent Coble is ihe Liberal 
Democrat finance spokesman 
and a member cf the Treasury 
Select Committee 


County Hotels is f 120m target for Regal 


REGAL HOTELS, the three-star 
hotel group that abandoned 
plans to go private late last year, 
yesterday confirmed that it is 
in talks to buy privately con- 
trolled County Hotels for about 
£120m. 

County Hotels is one of 
Britain’s largest privately held 
hotel chains, with a portfolio 


By Nigel Cope 

that includes 25 properties in- 
cluding Burnham Beeches, the 
occasional residence of the 

England football team. Most of 
the hotels are in the three-star 
category and fit well geo- 
graphically with Regal’s chain. 
County Hotels, a £9im man- 


agement buyout from Queens 
Moat Houses in 1997, is con- 
trolled by a venture capital 
consortium led by Duke Street 
Capital, the private equity firm 
which had reportedly hoped to 
float the business last year 
Regal, based in Newbury, 
Berkshire, has been upgrading 
its portfolio of 91 hotels. It has 


Three UK companies 
snap up German firms 


by Clifford german 

THREE SEPARATE UK compa- 
nies announced the acquisition 
of family businesses in 
Germany yesterday. 

The deals are a result of the 
decision by Oskar Lafontaine, 
the German finance minister; to 
withdraw the concession al- 
lowing femity businesses to pay 
only half the 50 per cent gains 
tax on disposals up to DMSOm 
with effect from the end of 1998. 

In all three cases existing 
management wDl stay on with 
the new owners. 

Berisford International, the 
former commodities business 
that was reborn as a supplier of 
equipment to the food industry 
and owner of the Magnet 
kitchens brand, has bought Coo- 
vo therm Elektrogerate, a pri- 
vately-owned business mateng 
commercial ovens. 

The price is dependent on 


.it, 

iv. - • • i' 
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Oskar Lafontaine: changed 
rules on Capital Gains Tbx 

1998 profits but is expected to be 
around £L3m in cash. Tbe busi- 
ness manufactures ovens for su- 

pomarkets to meet tiie growing 
demand for hot, prepared 
meals. 

Potypipe, a specialist manu- 
facturer of plastic products, is 
paying £9mm cash for Page tte, 


which manufactures plastic toi- 
let seats and WC cisterns. 
Pagette wfll become part of 
Potypipe’s bathroom and 

kitchen products division. 

Lavendon Group, which 
hires out powered ladders and 
gantries, is paying £6.lm in cash 
for Albot Fberg. a family-owned 
firm in the same fine of business. 

The price includes £3.6m of 
debt and will be earnings en- 
hancing in 1999 before amorti- 
sation of goodwill, David 
Shopman, Laveadotfs managing 
director said yesterday The ac- 
quisition will take Lavendon 
fato southern Germaqy and ex- 
tend its business in the east 

Lavendon also reported a 60 
per cent jump in turnover to 
£l4.65m and a 53 per cent rise 
in profits to £2 .36m in the six 
months to the end of June 1998. 
The shares, which halved in the 
shake-out last summec recov- 
ered 13 -5p to 285p yesterday. 


Mirror to run Rangers TV 


GLASGOW RANGERS football 
dub has joined forces with Mir- 
ror Grotto to set up a television 
joint venture, the Scottish 
league leaders announced yes- 
terday. 

The company which will be 
based at Ibrox, will provide 
match-day television at Ibrox, 
organise screening of away 
matches, re-launch Rangers’ 
web-sites and develop electronic 
commerce opportunities. 

The new venture is in talks 


BY Peter Thal Larsen 

with several broadcasters about 
developing a Rangers Club TV 
show. The venture follows soon 
after Mirror Group’s Live TV 
agreed last year to supply a local 
TV fanzine far Heart of Mid- 
lothian — Rangers’ Edinburgh 
rivals. 

“As the rights become avail- 
able, the joint venture will start 
to exploit webcasting, Inter- 
net, radio and e-business op- 


portunities," Mirror Group said. 

Meanwhile, a spokesman in- 
sisted the company had not re- 
ceived aqy fixm takeover offers 
from venture capital groups. 

Press reports had suggested 
that a number of private equity 
providers had approached Mir- 
ror Group with a view to taking 

the company whose interests in- 
dude tbeMirrur, Sunday Peo- 
ple and Birmingham Post, 
private. Mirror shares rose lOp 
to dose at 159.5p. 


a three-year programme to 
spend £80m refurbishing its 
existing chain under the Corns 
brand name. It bought the 
White Hart chain from Pbrte in 
1996 and Country Clubs the fol- 
lowing year. 

Also in 1997 it sold 20 per cent 
of its equity to Regent Corpo- 
ration for £40m, and used part 


Soros firm 
buys £12m 
stake in 
Greycoat 

J BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 

GEORGE SOROS, the specula- 
tor, yesterday moved closer to 
buying a large part of the City 
of London after one of his com- 
panies spent £i2m on a stake 
in the developer Greycoat 

Ddancey Estates, a proper- 
ty group controlled by Mr 
Soros's Quantum Realty 
Interfunding, became Grey- 
coat's second-largest share- 
holder after bqyinga 7J percent 
state in an end-of-year swoop. 

City analysts said the pur- 
chase could herald a bid for 
Greycoat, whose shares have 
been languishing well below its 
220p net asset value. The 
shares dosed up 5p at i77p. 

Greycoat is a leading player 
in the Square Mile office market, 
with several high-profile devel- 
opments. The company is part 
of the consortium that bought 1 
the Tn ternatinrmi fin ancial Ce P- 
tre (formerly NatWest Tbwer) , 
for £22 6m in July 

Delancey where John Rit- 
blat, the chair man of British 
Land, and his son James have 
a 30 per cent state, is under- 
stood to have bought over 7 mil- 
lion shares at i68p per share 
from Biyan Btyerson and Julian 
Treger. Their UK Active Value 
Fund has been trying to offload 
its holding after failing to force 
a merger between Greycoat 
and Moorfield Estates. 

Mr Soros’s move comes onty 
weeks after Greycoat was re- 
ported to have received a ten- 
tative approach from Wes City. 


of the cash to fund the purchase 
of a 49 per cent stake in the 
Plaza Hotel near London’s 
Hyde Park, where it has the 
management contract The rest 
was spent on refurbishment It 
also sold 14 hotels last year. 

Regal said yesterday that 
any acquisition would be made 
through a joint venture com- 


pany and would not require the 
raising of additional funds. 

Regal says the three-star 
sector accounts for two-thirds 
of the market but suffers from 
alack of branding. It focuses on 
hotels with around 60 rooms 
aimed at business travellers. 

Regal shares closed un- 
changed at 32p. 


pressure 
on Tay 
Homes 

By Francesco Guerrera 


PRESSURE WAS mounting on 
Thy Homes last night after a 
leading investor urged the 
management to take speedy 
action to revive the house- 
builder’s flagging share price 
and a rebel shareholder called 
a meeting to oust the board. 

Jbreign & Colonial, T^y’s 
fourth -largest investor with a 7 
per cent state, said it had 
issued an ultimatum to the 
Leeds-based company after 
losing patience with the poor 
performance of its stock. 

F&Cs move came as Simley 
Group, the small property com- 
pany masterminding a share- 
holder revolt, confirmed that it 
had called an emergency meet- 
ing to oust the board. 

Tay shares have fallen from 
I42_5p in March to 107J>p yes- 
terday as the company was hit 
hard by the economic slow- 
down in the North. David Man- 
ning, F&C's head of UK 
equities, said the current board, 
led by chief executive John 
Swanson, had six months to 
turn round the company's for- 
tunes. “We have put Tay under 
warning to produce some 
results. Wb want to see rea- 
sonably swift action in the first 
half of the year.” he said. 

However Mr Manning said 
the fund manager would not 
support Sunley’s call to re- 
place Mr Swanson, chairman 
Norman Stubbs and two other 
directors with Sunley’s nomi- 
nees. The privately owned 
group has nominated Peter 
Hedges, a former executive 
with construction group Taylor 
Woodrow, as chairman and 
Sunley's chief executive, 
Richard Tice, as chief execu- 
tive. Mr Manning said Sun- 
ley’s attempt to win four seats 
on tbe board on the back of its 
10 per cent holding was an at- 
tempt to take over the compa- 
ny without paying a premium. 

Mr Tice said Phillips & Drew, 
lay’s second-largest share- 
holder with a 15 per cent stake, 
would vote in favour erf Sunley's 
proposals at the meeting to be 
held in February. He said the 
new board would slash costs 
and reaejy the company- which 
last year completed 1,500 hous- 
es, mainly in northern Eng- 
land - far merger with a rival. 

Mr Swanson said the Tay 
board was pursuing a similar 
strategy by winding down its 
operations in Ihe North-west to 
focus on the rest of the country. 
He added that he was confident 
that the current management 
would win tbe votes of the 
majority of shareholders at the 
meeting. 


HSBC<X> 

Midland Bank 

Notice to customers 

New interest rates 
for mortgage 
customers. 


With effect from 4 January 1999 the interest rates for existing 
mortgage customers are decreased by 0.5% to: 


Old New 

rate % pa. rate % pa. AER% 


Home Loan Rate 


Home Improvement Loan Rate 10.20 9.70 

Loans sanctioned before 26.4.89 


House Mortgage Rate 


Mortgage rales for new borrowers were effective from 22 December 1 998 

Midland Bank pic, 27-32 Poultry. London EC2P 2BX. 
HSBC® is the brand of Midland Bank pie 
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BP Amoco adds 
to volatile start 


TELECOMS SOARED, retail- 
ers wilted, the euro caused 
minor ripples and a row 
erupted over Britain’s newest 
and biggest company, BP 
Amoco. With trading volume 
brushing 1 billion shares, the 
first stock market day of 1999 
was busy and eventful. 

BP Amoco, with Seaq 
putting volume at 187.2 million 
shares and the price rising 
2L5p to 9245p, started trading 
following the American Fed- 
eral Trade Commission's 
approval just before the New 
’Vfear shut down of BP's merg- 
er with the US giant Amoco. 

The resultant behemoth 
has a capitalisation of more 
than £85bn, leapfrogging 
Glaxo Weflcome, valued at 
around £77bn, to become the 
largest Footsie constituent 
' Although the merger won 
a chorus of support from an- 
alysts at many investment 
bouses, there were howls of 
protest from fund managers 
caught out by a late, if rather 
arcane, change after the link 
was confirmed by the FTC. 

On Wednesday, a day 
ahead of US approval, Fbotsie 
International, which regu- 


ANAGEN. a failed drugs 
business, is making a 
market comeback. It is 
taking over Gander, a 
property group, in a share 
exchange deal which will 
allow Gander to nse 
Anagen’s £27m oflosses to 
offset future profits. 
Anagen was delisted last 
year and is now a shell. 

William Cairns, who put 
up the sum of £200,000 to 
save the company from 
liquidation, will have 3 per 
cent of the combined 
group. Gander’s share 
price rose 0.25p to 7p. 


lates London's share indices, 
announced a formula for cal- 
culating the BP Amoco share 
price once the merger was 
cleared. 

Wisely, FI said that if the in- 
dicated price “appears unre- 
liable" it reserved the right to 
substitute a “more represen- 
tative" price. This revised 
price is what caused the dis- 
may. 

What was described yes- 
terday as “misinformation” 
sent Amoco and BP soaring in 
New York late on Thursday. 
The confusion was caused by 
reports that there were 8,000 
buyers of Amoco shares; they 
should, apparently have said 
8,000 sellers. 

Under the original formu- 
la BP Amoco should have 
opened in London yesterday 
at 954p. but the revised price 
decreed by FI was 9Il.75p. 
Such a gap made a consider- 
able difference to the opening 
index, and hopelessly wrong- 


Market 

Report 



Derek 

Pain 


footed fond managers who 
had calculated something 
near 954 p and also lost out on 
shares they acquired in New 
York. In the event BP Amoco 
started trading at around 925p, 
with Fbotsie up 26.8 points. 

The heavy BP Amoco vol- 
ume reflected, in part, the 
confusion over the Fbotsie 
formula and the need for 
tracker funds to increase their 
weighting in the new giant 

After a volatile session, 
Fbotsie ended 3.2 points off at 
5.879.4, despite a strong New 
York display and a recovery by 
continental markets that had 
wilted ahead of the euro’s ar- 
rival At one time the index 
was off 71.3; just 30 minutes 
ahead of the close it was up 
343 before a late selling rush 
took Its toll 

Telecoms, spurred by en- 
couraging festive season mo- 
bile phone sales, were on a 
wavelength all their own. Or- 
ange led the surge, up 13.74 
per cent to 794.5p; Vodafone 
managed a 73p gain to l,049p, 
a peak, and Secnricor was up 
34p to 538p. BT rose 333p 
(after 525p) to 939p. Telewest 
Communications, 12p up at 
I853p. and Colt Telecom, 
56. 5p up at 953p, also buzzed. 

But for retailers it was 
gloom again as CSFB cut 
profit forecasts for most of the 
leaders. Goldsmiths, the jew- 
eller; followed its confirmation 
of a possible management 
buyout with a dull trading 
statement and fell I5p to I54p. 

Superstores were discon- 
certed by signs that a price 
war could develop, although 
Asda’s price-cutting was dis- 
missed in some quarters as a 
defensive move and not as the 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


stare price, pence 


BP 

AMOCO 



first salvo in a pricing con- 
frontation. Asda rose 2p to 
I6335p, but Tesco lost 935p 
to 162p and J Sainsbury 
3l35p to 450 .25p. Safeway 
fell 22.75p to 279J25p. 

The main euro impact was 
on Irish banks, now seen as 
European players; Allied 
Irish Bank rose 56p to l,126p. 

The long festive holiday 
and the advent of the euro had 
encouraged some fond man- 
agers to remove possible 
trades from the computerised 
order book. On yesterday's 
form they appeared to be in no 
hurry to put them back. 

Drug shares were on a 
high, with Glaxo Wellcome 
6lp stronger at 2,l29p on talk 
of a counterbid for Zeneca, up 
77p to 2,694p. 

Suggestions that it had 
clinched a E500m sale of its 
Cantrell & Cochrane drinks 
group and made a good prof- 
it in the process helped Allied 
Domecq l lp higher to 5653p. 

Imperial Chemical ln- 
dustries’s failure to sell its 
Tioxide operations left the 
indebted group down 29p at 
492p. 

Mirror Group, the news- 


SERVOMEX. which 
designs and sells 
industrial instruments, 
jumped 10.5p to 127p in 
late trading as rumours 
swirled of a takeover bid 
from City Technology, up 
lp at 200p. City, which 
makes gas sensors, 
declined to comment 
Servomex shares were 
bumping along at 97.5p 
last month. Profits fell In 
1997 and the group 
forecast lower profits for 
last year. The shares have 
come down from 372. 5p in 
the past 12 months. 


paper company, responded to 
reports of venture capitalist 
bids and a confirmed TV link 
with Glasgow Rangers with a 
lOp gain to 159-5p. Lncas- 
Varity hardened 7J25p to 
207.75p on bid talk. 

Software group Staffware 
fell 40p to 2273p after saying 
that it was unaware of any rea- 
son for las* week's surge -on 
Wednesday the price jumped 
77J5p. It repeated earlier com- 
ments that annual results de- 
pended on the tuning of sales 
contracts, “a significant num- 
ber of which are signed at or 
around the year end". 

Day Homes held at I073p 
as Sunley Family an unquot- 
ed group, called a meeting to 
approve board changes. Zaar, 
upl‘foto70p,fdlbackto60-5p 
after the electronic equip- 
ment group produced a shock 
profits warning. 

SEAQ VOLUME: X billion 
SEAQ TRADES: 77,404 


Printer group issues warning 


XAAR, the ink jet printing 
group, yesterday issued a prof- 
it warning after it failed to sign 
any new licences for its tech- 
nology in 1998. However the dis- 
appointment was tempered by 
the news that Cal comp, a US 
^ rival, had ceased shipments of 

% printers which Xaar claimed 

were infringing its patents. 

Shares in Xaar rose 4.5p to 
603p despite the company’s 
warning that 1998 results would 
be “significantly below” market 


BY Peter Thal Larsen 

expectations. The caution fol- 
lows Xaar’s statement in Sep- 
tember that foil-year results 
would depend on the outcome 
and timing of licence fee nego- 
tations for its potentially revo- 
lutionary new printing 
technology. 

Calcomp announced on De- 
cember 29 that it was consid- 
ering strategic alternatives 
including the sale of its assets 


or a complete shutdown of its 
operations, and that it expect- 
ed to stop shipping its Crystal- 
Jet printers. 

The firm has been locked in 
a legal battle with Xaar since 
July last yeac when the UK firm 
launched a claim that the print- 
ers infringed its patents. Yes- 
terday Xaar said it “remains 
confident in the value and in- 
tegrity of its intellectual prop- 
erty rights and patent 
portfolio.” 


Investment: The best tip this year is to pick sectors that did well last year 

Put your bet on telecoms, 
pharmaceuticals or utilities 


By Peter Thal Larsen 

STOCK MARKET investors divide 
into two breeds: the bottom-up 
variety and those who favour the 
top-down approach. 

Broadly speaking, bottom-up 
investors select individual 
stocks, regardless of what in- 
dustry they inhabit, on the basis 
of several tried and tested valu- 
ation methods such as 
price/earnings and price-to- 
sales ratios. The top-down vari- 
ety tend to decide which sectors 
are likely to do well and then 
pick stocks within those areas. 

Over the past few days, most 
newspapers (Including this one) 
have been littered with share tips 
for 1999. But few pundits have 
taken a topdown view. This is cu- 
rious, if only because most large 
institutional investors in the 
City are doing little else. 

Given the sheer size of the 
portfolios they adminis ter, fond 

managers cannot just pick a 
handful of stocks and invest in 
them. So they start by spreading 
their cash across the various sec- 
tors in equal proportion to their 
weighting in the stock market 
Then, in an attempt to beat the 
index, they vary their exposure 
to a number of sectors so that 
they are uixler or overweight to 
the industries they think are 
going to do well or badly. 

As they do every yean equity 
strategists in the Cityhavebeen 
drawing up their sector recom- 
mendations over the past few 
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HOW THE SECTORS PERFORMED IN 1998 


percentage change 
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weeks. The consensus seems to 
be that the market is hard to calL 

Last year the market was 
dominated by growth stocks 
such as the telecom sector, 
which almost doubled in value, 
and pharmaceuticals, which fol- 
lowed closely behind. 

However; the experts wonder 
whether these sectors can con- 
tinue to perform “It's a very dif- 
ficult market to read," says 
Richard Jeffrey, chief econo- 
mist at Charterhouse Tflney. "It 
is very highly rated and I find it 
hard to believe that the phar- 
maceutical and telecom sectors 
can continue to run ahead.” 

However; most observers are 
also convinced that companies 
whose fortunes are closely 


linked to the performance of the 
economy will continue to suffer. 

Even though few' expect a foil- 
blown recession, they think the 
new year will be marked by 
more profit warnings. “Wire stffl 
got some disappointing news to 
get through over the next few 
months,” says Bob Semple, eq- 
uity strategist atBTAlexJSrtnvn. 

As a result Mr Semple ad- 
vises investors to stick with the 
"safe'' sectors that are not de- 
pendent on the state of the econ- 
omy. Apart from telecoms and 
pharmaceuticals he points to fra- 
(fitionalty defensive sectors such 
as utilities and food. 

Mr Jeffrey is more optimistic. 
He suggests the economic slow- 
down may be less severe than 


expected, and suggests that 
stocks in the breweries, pubs and 
restaurants sector could do wefl. 

Meanwhile, he argues that 
small and mid-cap companies, 
which have dramatically un- 
derperformed the larger stocks 
in recent years, could come into 
their own. "There is good value 
in small caps.” he says. 

Those defensive noises are 
echoed by Goldman Sachs, 
which advises clients to be over- 
weight in utilities and consumer 
goods but to avoid the financials 
and capital goods industries. 

The fear of banks is a gener- 
al theme. After the shocks of the 
past yean when the world fi- 
nancial crisis left many banks 
nursing heavy losses, strate- 


gists are reluctant to consider 
the retail banking sector even 
though it has trailed the index. 

"We still don't know what kind of 

provirions they are going to 
have to take,” says one analyst 

So is there no hope for the in- 
dustrial stocks that have been 
heavily clobbered by the 
strength of sterling and the 
Asian crisis? According to Mr 
Semple, there is one ray of tight: 
the prospect of sterling losing 
ground against the dollar and the 
newly-formed euro, which would 
ease the pain for exporters. 

Until the economic picture be- 
comes deareq however, the ver- 
dict from most experts is to 
stick with those sectors that 
have done well in the past year. 


Property starts year on shaky foundations 


PROPERTY STOCKS look set to 
extend the abysmal run which 
made them one of the stock 
market casualties of 1998 into 
the new year say City analysts. 

Fears that the slowdown 
may cause a sharp downturn in 
the highly cyclical property 
market sparked a wave of sell- 
ing in developers' shares in the 
past 12 months. The sector 
now trades at a25 per cent dis- 
count to its members’ net asset 
value (NAV) - the value of the 
buildings owned by developers 
- compared with a premium of 


BY Francesco guerrera 

20 per cent 12 months ago. An- 
alysts expect this undervalua- 
tion to increase further in 1999, 
and forecast a discount of 30 per 
cent by 2000. 

The position is even gloomi- 
er for smaller developers. Some 
of the 100-plus minnows quot- 
ed on the London market are 
on discounts to NAV of over 40 
per cent, making them ideal 
targets for takeover or man- 
agement buyout 

Part of this underperfor- 


mance is due to investors' pes- 
simistic view of the property 
market in the near term. Rental 
and property values - key in- 
dicators of profit growth - are 
expected to remain flat across 
the market in 1999. 

However; industry experts 
believe the downturn will be 
less dramatic than in past re- 
cessions, and few expect a re- 
peat of the 1980s crash. “The 
huge difference this time is 
that there aren't huge swathes 
of developments about to hit the 
market,” one analyst said. 


Some sectors are expected to 
weather the downturn. Hugh 
Rich at Charterhouse TUney 
favours developers with large 
out-of-town retail properties. 
With planning regulations on 
shopping centres set to become 
tighten companies with existing 
developments will dominate the 
market he feels. Mr Rich selects 
Capital Shopping Centres, Pil- 
lar; Grantchesterand Capital & 
Regional as retail developers to 
watch. Industrial properties in 
the South-east are also likely to 
see an upturn, making compa- 


nies such as Slough Estates a 
good punt 

The other bull point for small 
developers will be industry con- 
solidation. U A number of fond 
managers are realty fed up 
with the underperformance 
and will push for corporate ac- 
tion,” one analyst said. 

The City's hot tips for 
takeovers are Allied London 
and Chesterfield. Greycoat, the 
City of London spedalist, is 
among the targets, and even 
Hammerson could attract in- 
terest from foreign suitors. 


One son fails to rise at Carpetright 


MARTIN HARRIS, 29-year-old 
son of Lord Harris of Peck- 
ham, has quit as an executive 
director of his father’s compa- 
ny, Carpetright, just 18 months 
after being appointed, in order 
to sort out his private life. 

Lord Harris, 56, who reject- 
ed charges of nepotism when 
he promoted his son to the 
position of marketing director 
in June 1997, said yesterday he 
was “very sorry to be losing 
him. He’s done a hell of a good 
job". 

The former Conservative 
Party treasurer denied 
rumours that his son's depar- 
ture was due to a row over the 
company, which is 22 per cent 
owned by the family. 

Carpetright recently lost its 
finance director; Ian Sneyd, 
who was replaced in July by 
Shena Winning after a dis- 
agreement over how the group 
should be run. 

Martin Hams, who is 30 on 
17 January, will remain a non- 
executive director of the 300- 
strong carpet shop chain. He 
will receive no payoff Lord 
Harris hopes that Martin will 


People and Business 

By John willcock 


return to foil service with the 
company in around six months' 
time. 

Lord Harris has three sons 
and a daughter. Carpetright 
also employs elder son Peter, 
who is in charge of purchasing. 
But it was Martin, educated at 
Curry University in Boston, 
who the City assumed was 
being groomed to inherit the 
business. 

John Hitching, managing 
director at Carpetright. will 
add marketing to his responsi- 
bilities. 

JONATHAN FRY, the boss of 
Premier Asset Management 
travelled northwards recently 
to compare notes with one of his 
business contacts, Graham 
Bates of Bates & Partners, a 
firm of independent financial 
advisers (TFAs) based in the 
Midlands. 

Mr Bates was musing aloud 


on the possible merits of open- 
ing an office down south in 
London. Mr Fry observed that 
Mr Bates only wanted to do so 
“in order to join Glynde- 
bourne", the high-toned opera 
house in East Sussex. 

Mr Bates replied: "But you 
know I don’t know anything 
about football clubs.” 

Perhaps he should stick to 
Covent Garden United... 

ITS NOT just Sassenachs who 
harbour stereotypical images of 
the noble Scots, if a recent TV 
advert in Greece is anything to 
got?y. 

Panafbn, the Greek sub- 
sidiaiy of mobile phone group 
Vodafone, ran an ad for Pana- 
fon’s float on the Greek stock 
exchange just before Christ- 
mas. It featured two Scotsmen 
in kilts doing the twist to the 
throbbing beat of Chubby 
Checker; in front of a roaring log 



Lord Harris: “Very sorry” 
his sod Martin has quit 

fire. The sign-off ran: “So cheap 
it even makes a Scotsman 
party.” Disgraceful 

A PROTEGE of Peter Wood, the 
founder of Direct line, has 
been appointed chief execu- 
tive of the retail arm of one of 
the UK’s top 10 personal in- 
surance companies -at the ten- 
der age of 36. 

Neil Utfey is leaving Privi- 
lege Insurance, another firm 
founded by Mr Wood, which Mr 


Utley helped turn into Britain's 
fastest-growing general insur- 
er in his last two years as chief 
executive. 

Mr Utley is moving to Cox 
Insurance as chief executive of 
its retail division. Cox was 
formed from a Lloyds' special- 
ist underwriting business 
around lOyears ago, providing 
cover for things such as nuclear 
power stations and private air- 
craft 

At least the rest of Cox’s ex- 
ecutive is a bit more venerable. 
Duncan Heath, 59, the current 
bead of the retail division, will 
replace the current chairman, 
Roger Heath, 65, who is retir- 
ing this year. 

THE MORE cynical of the City’s 
analysts have come up with a 
new collective catch phrase 
for small spiwy property 
shares - "lifestyle stocks”. 

They are so named because 
the shareholders' funds go to 
support the champagne, caviar 
and chauffeur-driven lifestyles 
of the executives rather than 
humdrum assets of bricks and 
mortar. 







FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATE5 


Country 


Sterling 

Spot 


I month 3 month 


Dollar 

Spot 1 month 3 month 


UK 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Canada 
Denmark 
Euro 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Hong Kong 
Ireland 
Italy 
/apart 
Malaysia 
Mexico 
Netherlands 3.09W 
New Zealand 3.1040 
12.419 
281.15 
6.2183 
2.7456 
South Africa 9.6997 
233.34 

13.291 

Switzerland 2.2648 
1.6580 


10000 
2.6792 
19.297 
56.571 
2.5314 
10.451 
1 >4031 
8.3380 

9.199 

2.7412 

457.84 

12.843 

1.1044 

2716.6 

185.09 

6.6072 

16.381 


Norway 
Portupi 
Saudi.-. 
Singapore 
South*'" 
Spain 
Sweden 


2.6766 

19.273 

56.413 

2.5282 

10.442 

1.3992 

8.3154 

9.173 

2.7335 

459.7! 

12.830 

1.1014 

2709.0 

184.12 

6.7373 

3.0818 

3.1010 

12.403 

280.36 

6.2209 

2.7343 

9.7899 

232.70 

13.266 

2.2543 


2.6731 
19.240 
56.166 
2.5244 
10.4 1Z 
13931 
83787 
9.133 
2.7216 
462.96 
12.820 

1.0966 
2697 J 
182.37 
6.9378 

3.0683 

3.0967 
12.342 
279.14 
6.2307 
2.7180 
9.9505 
231.67 
13.203 
2.2388 


US 


Country 

Argentina 

Brazil 

China 

Czech Rep 

Egypt 

Ghana 

Hungary 

fndl* 

Indonesia 

Kuwait 

Nigeria 


0.6031 

I. 6159 

II. 639 
34.120 
1.5268 
6.3035 
1.1016 
5.0290 
5.5481 
1.6533 
276.14 
7.7460 
1.5012 
1638.5 

III. 64 
3.9851 
9.8800 
1.8640 
1.8721 
7.4905 
169.57 
3.7505 
1.6560 
5.8503 
140.74 
B.0160 
1.3660 
1.0000 


0.6038 

1.6161 

II. 637 
34.063 
1.5266 
fi.3048 
1.1836 
5.0209 
5.5387 
1.6505 
277.58 
7.7468 
1.5037 
1635.7 

III. 18 
4.0681 

1.8608 

1.8724 

7.4893 

169.29 

3.7563 

1.6510 

5.9113 

140.51 

8.0100 

1.3612 


0.6047 

I. 6163 

II. 634 
33.962 
1.5265 
62957 
1.1871 
5.0059 
5.5224 
1.6456 
279.94 
7.7520 
1.5082 

1630.9 
110.28 
4.1951 

1.8553 

12)725 

7.4631 

168.79 

3.7675 

1.6435 

6.0168 

140.09 
7.9836 
1.3537 


OTHER SPOT RATES 


Euro 

0.7130 

1.9127 

13.7603 

40.340 

1.8052 

7.4512 

1.0000 

5.9457 

6.5596 

1.9558 

233.69 

9.1606 

0.7876 

1936.27 

132.10 

3.3724 

83612 

23037 

2-2135 

6.3390 

200.48 

3.1740 

1.4014 

43509 

166.386 

9.4759 

1.6157 

1.1824 


Sterling 

Dollar 

Country 

Sterling 

Dollar 

1.6580 

2.0020 

13.727 

1.0000 

1.2075 

Oman 

Pakistan 

06383 

82.666 

0.3850 

49.850 

8.2793 

PhiinpiUW 

63.916 

38.550 

29.813 

Poland 

5.8113 

3.5050 

5-6516 

3.4087 

Qatar 

6.0359 

3.6405 

2350.0 

Russia 

34801.4 

20990.0 


212.75 

South Korea 

1966.8 

1 166.25 


42.550 

Taiwan 

53.243 

32.113 


8050.0 

Thaaand 

59.937 

36.150 


0.3012 

Turkey 

523389 

315675 

149.22 

90.000 

UAE 

6.0898 

3.6730 


INTEREST RATES 


UK 


Japan 


Switzerland 

Base 

S.25% 

Discount 

0.50% 

Dbcounc 1.00% 

US 


Denmark 


Lombard 3.00% 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

3.50% 

European Central Bank 

Discount 

4.50% 

Fed Funds 

525% 

o/n Margtnal3.25% 

Canada 


Sweden 


0 /n Facility 2.75% 

Prime 

6.75% 

Repo(Aue) 

3.40% 

Repo 3.00% 


BOND YIELDS 


Country 3 mtfi 

i dig 

1 W 

chg 

2yr chg 

5 yr dig 

10 yr 


Australia 4.58 

0.00 

4.56 

-0.02 

4.61 -0.01 

4.72 -0.02 

4.97 

-0.05 

Belgium 

3.23 

0.00 

3.14 

0.00 

3.09 -0.01 

3.38 -0.04 

4.01 

-0.09 

Canada 

4.62 

-0.02 

4.80 

0.00 

4.74 0.04 

4.79 0.05 

4.95 

0.05 

Euro 

3.22 

-0.02 

3.19 

-0.02 

3.07 -0.24 

3.34 -0.17 

3.79 

-0.16 

Ranee 

0.00 

0.00 

3.04 

0.00 

3.08 -0.04 

3.34-0.08 

3.83 

-0.11 

Germany 3.22 

-0.02 

3.19 

-0.02 

3.07 -0.04 

3.27 -0.05 

3.79 

-0.08 

Italy 

2.49 

0.00 

2.17 

0.00 

3.18 0.05 

3.37 -0.03 

3.94 

-0.09 

Japan 

0.35 

-0.02 

0.47 

■0.01 

0.75 -0.02 

1.41-0.03 

2.17 

-0.04 

N'lands 

3.22 

-002 

3.19 

-0.02 

3.19 -0.08 

3.37-0.12 

3.83 

-0.13 

Spam 

2.90 

0.25 

2.90 

0.10 

3.08 0.00 

3.28 0.00 

3.90 

-0.08 

Sweden 

3.61 

-0.04 

3.46 

-0.06 

3.51 -0.04 

3.66-0.06 

4.08 

-DOS 

Slant! 

1.43 

o.or 

1.74 

0.04 

1.51 0.02 

1.85-0.02 

2.29 

-0.07 

UK 

5JJQ 

-0.20 

5.61 

-0.02 

4.92 -0.52 

4.44 -0.01 

4.30 

-0.05 

US 

4.38 


4.39 


4.62 

4.60 ... 

4.72 



MONEY MARKET RATES 


Ovenlght 1 week 1 month 3 months 6 months 1 year 
Bd Offer BU Offer BU Offer BU Offer BU Offer BW Offer 


Treasury Bios 
LIBOR 

Domestic Depos 
Eurosterimg Deps 
Elgbte Bat* BUS 
Sterfng CDi 
Eurodollar CDs 
Euro Libor 


5.90 6.00 5.70 5.80 


5.00625 
6.50 6.63 


fijt 6.31 6.31 6.31 
6.31 6.19 625 7.19 
6J1 638 625 6.31 
6.00 530 
531 6.13 
4J7 

3.25 325 324 324 


622 6.22 
6.13 7.06 
6.096.16 
5.93 5.83 
6.07 5.99 
5.00 

322 3.22 


5.92 5.92 5.615.61 
5.84 6.78 5.536.47 
5.70 5.84 5.475.53 
5.67 5.57 

5.70 6.68 5.535.43 
4.97 

3.21 3.21 3.193.19 


tMnrw.bloombcrg.com/uk 


Source: Bloomberg 


LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


Contract 


Settlement 

High 

LOW 

volume 

Long Gilt 

Mar-99 

119.64 

1 1938 

119.45 

21640.00 

5 Yr Gilt 

Mar-99 

108.32 

... 



German Bund 

Mar-99 

116.79 




Italian Bond 

Mar-99 

11 4 JO 

114.80 

113.57 

11690.00 

Japan Govt Bd 

Mar-99 

128.79 

12B.86 

128.21 

841.00 

i Mdi Srerting 

Mar-98 

94.44 

94.50 

94 43 

28696.00 


Jun-99 

94.81 

94.91 

94 79 

32300.00 

3 Mth Euronurk 

Jan-99 

96.80 

96.82 

96.79 

1325.00 


Feb-99 

96J2 

96.B3 

96.83 

5.00 

3 Mtti EuroOra 

Mar-99 

96 88 

96.90 

96.86 

5201.00 


Jutv99 

96.99 

96.99 

96.95 

668.00 

3 Mth Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99.29 


- 


3 Mth Euroswiss 

Mar-99 

98.41 

98.44 

98 35 

6992.00 


Apr-99 

98.31 

98.31 

98.25 

3471.00 

3 Mtfi Euro Libor 

Jar-99 

96.80 



.. 


Feb-99 

96.82 




FT5E100 

Mar-99 

5930.00 

5948.00 

5840.50 

33583.00 


7600 

3567B.00 

184950.00 

170857.00 

22445.00 
32500 

245035.00 

70835.00 


LIFFE FTSE 100 INDEX OPTION 


Seulanenc Prta 5879.40 


Series 

5800 

5850 

5900 

5950 


Call Imp VU Put Imp Uni 

>87 34 B! 2B 

153 33 98 28 

124 32 120 28 

96 30 143 26 


Feb 

Can Put 
329 192 
299 212 
270 233 
240 253 


Mar 

Call Put 
403 2B0 
372 298 
341 316 
309 334 


Apr 

Call Put 
517 321 
477 334 
439 347 
401 362 


ENERGY AT 5:30PM 


Brent Crude|S/banelHSas oll(5/tanne) WT1 Crude{$/tami) Praduas(S/tonne3 
IPE Last* Che Vbl PE Close Ou IM NYM Last* Qw SpotOFNWEur 

Feb 10.92 03619708 Jan 99 00 3 5010169 Jan 10.61 . GdsolEne95 111.00 

Mar 1 1.05 0.54 6469 ftb (Cl IS 3 25 7Sii FeU I2J9 0.21 Naphtha 10 7.00 

ftp 11J3 0.S5 5216 Mv 103 25 4.00 2035 Mar 17 42 0.23 SawU IQ000 

Apr 12.60 0.20 FueiOfl |3.S9>S|5G00 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at s*opm 



BASE DATE 

LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

31 DEC 

%CHGYTD 

Index 

1970=100 

134 96 

1.93 

1.45 

215.26 

-37.30 

Agricultural 

1970^100 

183.29 

1.53 

084 

231-23 

-20.73 

Energy 

1983=100 

45.58 

1 17 

2.64 

85.86 

-46.91 

W Metals 

1977= tOO 

12797 

0.00 

0.00 

166.79 

-24. IS 

Livestock 

1970-100 

138.74 

-0.59 

•0.42 

191.03 

-27.37 

Prec Metals 

1973=100 

379.24 

-2.25 

-0.59 

463.54 

-18.19 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


LME (SAonne) 

Aluminium KG 

Aluminium Alloy 

Copper A 

Lead 

rfickd 

Tin 

Zinc 


Cash 


dig 


3 month 


dig UVEseds Oigx 


1223 

1224 

... 1230 

1231 

... 635525 

475 

1020 

1025 

... 1050 

1055 

96020 

•80 

1435 

1436 

... 1463 

1464 

... 592425 

2500 

4B7 5 

489.5 

... 469 

469.5 

. . 108350 

0 

3970 

3975 

... 4040 

4045 

... 65964 

-24 

5120 

5130 

... 5725 

5130 

BIBO 

180 

903 

904 

920 

920.5 

... 317050 

825 


PRECIOUS METALS 


pm rix/S per di . pm fbi/E per oz 

Day s Year s Days 

dig chg Vtear's chg chg 


Coins (?) 


Year’s 

chg 


platinum 362.75 2.50 -4.75 Platinum 21905 3.45 -4.65 Knjg’rands 289.92 1.54 
Palladium 337.00 7.00135.50 Palladium 203. 50 6.00 80.85 Sews 72.06 

Silver 5.00-0 01 -055 SHver 3.02 0.01 -0.60 Nobles 3B6.05 
Gold 287.15-0.65 -0 85 Maple Leaf 293.05 -14.79 


AGRICULTURAL at s.bop,-. 


Cocoa 

LFF5 £/Lome 

Mjr93 900.00 
May99 920.00 
*199 940.00 
1M: 0 

White Sugar* 
LIFFE Mon* 
Mar99 245.00 
IMay99 244.50 
Aug99 241.50 
VnL- 0 


Co Nee 
LIFFE S/tonne 
Jai99187440 
Mar991 829.00 
May991 770.00 
UWt 0 

Freight 
UFFE5lftVh.pt 
Jan99 795.00 
Feb 99 815.00 
Mar99 840.00 
Vat 0 


Bailey 

LIFFE Ertonne 
.fan 99 77.75 
Mar99 79.00 
May99 80.25 
Vbl: O 

Wheat 
LIFFE 

Jan 99 TIM 
MarS9 79.00 
May99 80.85 
Vofc 0 


Potatoes 
UFFfc E/tonne 
Mar99 250.00 
Afit99 326.00 
May99 336.00 
Uofc O 

Com* 

CBOT CentsTbsW 
Mar99 214.50 
May99 221.75 
JuBS 228.00 
Uah 0 


Lge Potatoes 
AM SflSkKg 
ApriW 542JZ5 
May99 544.75 
Jui99 551.00 
U0U O 

Soya Beans* 
CBOT S/5kb*fc 
Jan99 39 £0 
Mar99 19.35 
MayS9 40.10 
Vol: 0 


OTHER SPOTS at b:sopm 


Feb Uw Cattle [CME] 5/40k lb 50.30 Mar WhiRMata (SAF) S/lOOrra 630.00 
Feb PWiBettes (CME] MU 43.35 lan Rubber (TOUq Y/ 5k Kg 7530 

Mar Orange Juice |CTN}S/15klb 102-70 Mir Cotton (CTN)S/50kh 59.15 

Dee Mh (CSQ $/50k b ... Jan Crude Palm (KLC) S/25 m 2232.00 

Mar Oats (CHT]S/5kbsh 107.50 Mar SoyaCM (CBT) 5760k lb 23.26 

Mar Ha* IWCE] S/20m 33400 Jan WoofienVhni (TOfl 5/WOkg 1165.00 



+ 








SPORT 

Rugby Union: Ulster’s European Cup semi-final against Stade Francais leads the way in a country-wide renaissance 


Irish eyes have reason to smile 



Ireland's back row discovery, Andy Ward (centre), prepares the Ulster players at Ravenhill yesterday for a big effort in Saturday's European Cup match against Stade Fran?ais Stephen Davison/Pavemaker 


IT IS, as usual, a filthy Friday night 
in Belfast and the rain is lashing hor- 
izontally across Ravenhill Some 
12,000 supporters are sardined into 
the very stadium where Ireland 
completed their one and only Five 
Nations' Grand Slam more than 
half a cenhny ago and, much as their 
forefathers did on that famous day 
in 1948. they are yelling and scream- 
mg like banshees. The ball is per- 
manently in the air, the fires are 
burning in the souls of 15 granite- 
hard Ulstermen, God is in his heav- 
en and IbuJouse, those swaggering 
rugby aristocrats from south-west 
France, are on their way out of the 
European Cup. 

“That,” smiles Harry 'Williams, 
the Ulster coach, as the dust set- 
tles on a wonderfully unexpected 
15-13 triumph, "must be the best re- 
sult in our history.’' Maybe, maybe 
not Ulster have had lots of best re- 
sults in their history. They beat An- 
drew Slack's 1984 Wallabies, one of 
the two or three finest sides ever 
to tour these islands, and they 
twice fought the All Blacks to a 
standstill in thunderous drawn 
matches. They also won nine suc- 
cessive inter-provincial titles bum 
1985 to 1993, when they could boast 
Trevor Ringiand and Keith Crossan 
on the wings, David Irwin in the 
centre, Willie Anderson in the bofl- 
erhouse and Phil Matthews in the 
back raw. 

This much, though, can be set 



Chris 

HEWETT 


down in reinforced concrete: victo- 
ry on Saturday ovar Stade Francais, 
the most lavishly gifted club sde in 
the world, would be an achievement 
worthy of its own special place in the 
Ravenhill memory bank. Xt would be 
spectacular enough as an end in it- 
self; European Cup semi-finals are 
not exactly common currency 
among the Irish provinces and be- 
sides, the visiting Frenchmen real- 
ly are that good, armed as they are 
with a team of internationals weld- 
ed together by Max Guazzmi’s 
countless millions. But this occasion 
delves for deeper and runs much 
wider as a symbol of Ireland’s rugby 
renaissance. 

From Belfast to Cork via Galway 
and Dublin, the game is on a mighty 
roll; virtually an entire Test team, 
from Simon Mason at fall-hack to 
Eric Miller at No 8, have abandoned 


lucrative careers in the English 
Premiership and returned home, 
thereby enabling the three Euro- 
pean Cup provinces - Ulster; Mun- 
ster and Leinster - to prevail over 
quality French opposition during the 
pool phase of the current European 
tournament As a result the crowds 
are well up on last year and the na- 
tional team is feeling better about it- 
self and its of making a 

decent fist of this autumn’s World 
Cup adventure. 

Til take as much European 
rugby as I can get," said Warren Gat- 
land, the Ireland coach, this week. 
"It’s all about demystifying the game 
at the highest level; when Irish 
provincial players face the best 
French teams with such regularity 
and start beating them, they begin 
to realise their opponents are not 


such supermen after al Why put 
them on a pedestal? TWo or three 
years ago, Ulster would not have 
beaten Tbulouse in a European Cup 
quarter-final; they would have caved 
in as the game moved into its later 
stages. This time, though, I genuinely 
see the match as a 50-50 game. 

The feet that we have so many 
of our leading players training to- 
gether on a professional basis here 
in Ireland has led to a big improve- 
ment in fitness levels. The gap be- 
tween what has been happening in 
England and France and the things 
happeninghere is dosing vay quick- 
ly and judging by the way things are 
shaping up, I think we’re looking at 
a very competitive Five Nations' 
championship th is season.' 1 

By luring seven players back 
from the Allied Dunbar Preamership, 


Ulsterproved themselves the most 
persuasive of the provinces. Three 
of those recruits - Mason, Jonathan 
Bell and the former London Irish 
stand-off, David Humphreys - have 
featured throughout the European 
Cup campaign while a fourth, the 
hooker Alien Clarke, has missed only 
one match. With 106 points already 
in his kitbag. Mason, once of Rich- 
mond. is the tournament's leading 
scorer Humphreys, meanwhile, 
dropped two goals to help beat 
Toulouse on that rainswept night a 
little over three weeks ago and has 
shouldered tbe captaincy burden in 
the prolonged absence of Mark Mc- 
CalL 

Their presence, along with that of 
Gatlin's remarkable back row dis- 
covery And|y Whnd, has been the dri- 
ving force behind Ulster's welcome 


Ulster the real breeding ground 


THE ROMANTICS love to blarney on 
about the pride and passion of Mun- 
ster but the real power in Irish 
provincial rugby is located well to the 
north of Cork and Limerick. Think 
of Ulster and you think of Jackie 
Kyle, Mike Gibson, Willi e-John 
McBride and 24 All-Ireland provin- 
cial titles, either shared or won out- 
right since the competition was 
first introduced in 1946. When you 
take into account a barren decade 


between 1957 and 1966, the sheer 
weight of domestic achievement is 
all the more remarkable. 

Rugby first caught on in Ulster in 
1868 as a winter exercise for mem- 
bers of the North of Ireland Cricket 
Club; within a yean Queen’s Uni- 
versity, Belfast, was boasting its 
own side. Ulster were not a found- 
ing province of the Irish Rugby 
Union in 1874 but by 1879 they were 
part and parcel of the scene 


Ulster’s experience in the first 
three Heineken Cups was unhappy: 
they tost both pool games in tbe 1995- 
96 competition, fared little better the 
following year; and were even more 
dismal last season, when Whsps 
put almost 100 points past them in 
two outings. This season, though, 
thgy have been magnificent, with two 
victories over Toulouse, the 1996 
champions, in the space of seven 
weeks. 


re-emergence as a representative 
side of serious stature. Traditional- 
ly the strongest of the four Irish 
provinces, the All Whites fell on hard 
times after winning their last do- 
mestic title almost six years ago. 
Their early forays into Europe bor- 
dered on foe embarrassing -two vic- 
tories in 12 matches over three 
years - and when Ttony Russ, such 
a successful coach with Saracens 
and Leicester jumped ship in 1997 
after deciding feat He with towfy Wa- 
terloo offered the brighter future, the 
northerners were down on their 
uppers. 

“They were bad tunes," ac- 
knowledges Michael Reid, the en- 
ergetic and resourceful chief 
executive at Ravenhill who has 
presided over the dramatic about- 
turn. “Wfe needed to make something 
happen, so we went after big names 
across the water. I'm glad to say we 
got it right Humphreys and the rest 
have been a revelation; I'd go so far 
as to say that they brought profes- 
sionalism with them across the 
Irish Sea. 

T moved here 15 months ago and 
ft seemed to me that even though the 
existing squad considered them- 
selves professionals, they were 
going through the motions. Playing 
at it, almost There is no doubt in my 
mind that the players we signed from 
the big English dubs have thrown 
a completely different light on the 
meaning of professionalism; the Al- 


lied Dunbar is a tough, high quality 
competition and those involved 
know what it is to make the neces- 
sary sacrifices and put ft the requi- 
site amount of effort The Bells and 
Clarkes of this world are serious op- 
erators and they've brought a new 
dimension to our rugby” 

Talking of new dimensions, Reid, 
a former coach with the Irish Fburth 
Division club Collegians, has drawn 
on his banking background to turn 
t hing s round commercially. "Our de- 
cision to start playing big matches 
on a Friday night rather than a Sat- 
urday afternoon has been justified 
by a wave of public support; we’re 
averaging crowds of 8,500 this sea- 
son, as opposed to a couple of thou- 
sand last year. The floodligh ting 
here is magnificent, the atmosphere 
is very special and the whole pack- 
age has earned us an awful lot erf con- 
verts. 

“In many ways, it’s a shame 
Stade Francais wouldn’t play this 
one on Friday night. Stiff we don’t 
need to perform under lights to 
give the French something to think 
about Our whole attitude is differ- 
ent somehow. Twelve months a gn 
we’d have happily settled for a Eu- 
ropean Cup quarter-final and not 
even dared ask for anything more. 
We wouldn't have considered our- 
selves worthy Right now; though, 

weT have a go at anyone. A nice final 

at Lansdowne Road? That would be 
grand, wouldn't it?" 



1 Isherwood makes early impact 


Andrew Isherwood: Part of MonSe's plans 


THE COACHING record of John 
Mome is such that virtually every 
year he pulls a young unknown out 
of the hat to play a big part in his 
team. Ifyou were laying odds on who 
the mystiay man might be this cran- 
ing season the name of Andrew Ish- 
erwood would be well to the fore. 

Blink and you would have missed 
his first-team contribution last sea- 
son, with three substitute appear- 
anceshis sum totaL'lfetLeeGflmour 
had made even less of a mark than 
that tiiis time last year and went on 
to play in every game ofWigarfs suc- 
cessful 1998 rugjby league campaign. 

It is a precedent that appeals to 
the lfl-yearold Isherwood. “It shows 
that you will get a chance,” he says. 
*ftnd what Td like to achieve is a per- 
manent first-team place.” 

That might not be the wild 
Dave Rauxdiffb ' ambition it sounds. With GOmour 


New faces for 1999: A second row of real rugby talent is the 
latest addition to Wigan’s front line. By Dave Hadfield 


earmarked topfcy in the centres this 
season and Denis Betts unlikely to 
be fit for the early rounds, the 
opportunity could be there for a new- 
comer in the second row. 

In his brief tastes of the action 
against Huddersfield, Hull and War- 
rington, Isherwood showed enough 
to suggest that he will be able to 
cope. 

”1 didn’t find it as daunting as I 
thought I would,” he says. “But 
when you've got players like Andy 
Farrell in the changing-rooms with 
you it helps a lot. Denis Betts and 
Tterry O’Connor have been really 
helpfol as welL” 

Like Betts, Isherwood was a rel- 
ative latecomer to the game, not 


_ o until he was 12 and then 

j selected for the Leigh Town 

team after his first match. 

Other dubs were soon tracking 
him t but there was never much 
doubt that he would be joining 
Wigan, where he has gradually and 
carefully been groomed for bigger 
things. He stood out in both the 
Academy and Alliance sides last sea- 
son, coming under the influence of 
another former second-row forward 
of some note. 

“I owe a lot to Andy Goodway,” 
be acknowledges. “1 learnt a lot 
from him last season that 1 needed 
to know before I could go any 
further" 

When he started to train with the 


first-team squad midway through 

last season, Isherwood derided that 

his college course in psychology 
would have to be shelved, although 
one of the many things that Wi gan 
like about him is that he is mature 
beyond his years. 

“I couldn't carry on at college and 
give rugby per cent,” he says. 
“There will be time for that later." 

Wigan point to him having done 
thermit thing in clearing the decks 
by planning to take Isherwood to the 
first-team training camp in Lan- 
zarote this month - the most solid 
indication yet that he figures promi- 
nently in Monie's plans. He has 
already shown that he is outstand- 
ing at his age level, playing for the 


Great Britain Academy sid 
being named as man of the 
in a hard-earned victory acre 
Channel. 

Now it is time to join the hi 

and there are plenty at Wiga 
believe that he will make a ® 
transition. 

The chib's former chief exe 
Phil Clarke - yet another < 
guished back-row fbrwart 
whose orbit he has fallen - 
story about rebuking Ishei 
when he found him reading a 
market tabloid. 

As an intelligent young m 
told him, he should be sea 
something more like The Inc 
deni. “But I need to understa 
thought processes of my 
mates," Isherwood retort 
bright answer from a brig] 
with a bright future. 
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Modem burdens ensure less-than-happy hookers 


ONE OF my rugby maxims is that 
it is possible to look 50 per cent bet- 
tor than you really are as an open- 
side Banker if you are bald, blond or 
red-headed, or wear a scrum-cap. 
Even the most hardened inhabitant 
of the press box will say. “Look at 
that No 7. He’s eveiywhere. Should 
be in line for a cap before long.” This 
is one maxim which has survived 
the onset of professionalism and 
changes in the laws. 

A more recent maxim of mine is: 
the worst position on the field is 
hooker. No wonder they shave their 
heads and trot around the pitch as 
if they expect to be arrested at any 
minute, as, indeed, some of them - 
no names, no writs - undoubtedly 
should be. Their burdens are legion, 
their responsibilities multifarious. 

They are expected to secure the 
ball on their own put-in. True, they 
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always were. This aspect of their du- 
ties has become lighter with the pas- 
sage of the years, as referees now 
tolerate flagrantly crooked feeds 
which, if they are spotted at all, are 
penalised with an indirect penalty. 

More, they are expected to cavort 


around the field like supernumer- 
ary flankers, turning up here, there 
and everywhere. Several of them 
are very good at this aspect of their 
tasks. Colin Deans, the former Scot- 
land hooker, was as fast as a back. 
Richard Cockerill, the current 
occupant for England, would not 
claim to be a Deans, of whom he 
may well never have heard. But he 
is no slouch either. 

Above all hookers are expected 
not only to throw in straight at the 
lineout but so to direct their throw 
that their own side secure posses- 
sion. [f a hooker foils to A) this he 
is liable either to receive the sym- 
pathy of the commentators as a 
player who is having a bad day or 
to be denounced by them as some- 
one who is not up to the job. 

The latter fate befell PhD Kearns, 
the Australian hooker - who, after 


Sean Fitzpatrick of New Zealand, 
used to be considered the best 
practitioner in the world. The 
occasion was the recent England v 
Australia match at Twickenham. 
Poor Kearns kept missing the tar- 
get wiping the ball and becoming 
perceptibly more worried by the 
minute. At half-time he was 
substituted. 

It was evident that the ball was 
not landing where Kearns wanted 
it to land. However it is a big jump 
from this to lay down that the 
hooker must always throw in such 
a way as to secure possession from 
the lineout For this is to admit that 
the lineout has become a formality 

- or a farce. 

A scrum, even with the rarity of 
a straight put-in, still gives the 
advantage to the side putting in. It 
does so because of the relative 


positions of the feet of the hookers 
and the props. A lineout. even with 
lifting allowed, should provide no 
comparable advantage to the side 
throwing in. 

In the nature of things there 
must, of course, be some advantage, 
because the hooker his scrum-half 
and several forwards know - or 
ought to know - the point which he 
is aiming to reach. It does not fol- 
low from this that the hooker should 
guarantee possession. If he can, 
there is something wrong with the 
supervision of the lineout by the ref- 
eree. I believe there are two evils at 
present 

One is that players dart about, 
changing places as if they were 
engaged in some childish game, 
while the hooter pretends to make 
a throw. The referees should put a 
stop to musical chairs and dumm y 


throws. The forwards (or the num- 
ber of forwards chosen) should be 
required to stand in the order in 
which they propose to contest the 
lineout The hooker should then 
have to throw in without delay and 
with no dummying allowed - any 

more than either ploy would be 
allowed in a scrum-half putting 
into the scrum. 

The second evil is more contro- 
versial. Indeed, it is popularly 
regarded as a shining virtue. I refer 
to the gap between the players. If 
there is one spectacle calculated to 
arouse the enthusiasm of dear old 
B31 McLaren, it is that of a referee 
parading up and down between the 
two lines of forwards like a sergeant- 
raqjoc roughly pushing apart citizens 
about three times his size. And yet 
this much-prized gap is an invitation 
to violent collision. It also encour- 


ages the musical chairs. It should be 
diminished drastically or even elim- 
inated altogether. 

And why, in any case, should the 
hooker be responsible for throwing 
in? Until the late 1960s the wings did 
the job. Very often it was the only 
contact with the ball which they 
enjoyed throughout the game. 

The French persisted with this 
system for longer than anyone else. 
Then Jacques Fouroux, the French 
eoaeb and fonner scrum-half, hand- 
ed the task to the scrum half. 

Coaches should once again show 
more imagination about who does 
the throwing in. Referees should be 
more vigilant unless they want the 
lineout to go the same way as the 
scrum as a source of uncontested 
possession. But perhaps this is pre- 
cisely what the organisers of mod- 
ern rugby have wanted all along 
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Officials cause play-off mayhem ®**?*J d 
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AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


BY NICK HALLING 

IT IS not only managers and players 
from the Premiership who are 
unhappy about refereeing stan- 
- dards. Their counterparts across the 

t Atlantic haw lw>n fiPAthingall ypflr 

about a series of blown calls and 
debatable decisions, and the clam- 
our for the return of the instant 
replay system will doubtless inten- 
sify after two of the weekend’s four 
play-off games were effectively 
determined by officiating errors. 

The San Francisco 49ers pre- 
vailed 30-27 over the Green Bay 
Packers in a game of genuine drama 
that was overshadowed by a bad call 
on the 49ers’ final drive. Trailing by 
three points, the Packers took the 
lead when Brett Favre threw a 10- 
yard touchdown to Antonio Freeman 
i with less than two minutes left. 

Needing a touchdown to win, San 
Francisco's hopes looked to be 
dashed when the receiver, Jerry 
Rice, fumbled. The officials ruled 
that Rice was (town before the bail 
came loose, although replays 
showed that he had lost the ball prim' 
to contact with the ground. 

Jt -proved to be a game-changing 
decision, because with just three sec- 
onds remainin g, Steve Wi nng threw 
a 25-yard touchdown to the receiver - 
Terrell Owens, and fee 49ers were 
through ’ to a : meeting wife" the * 
Atlanta Btefcbns In the most dramatic - 
of circumstances. 

There was nothing but bitter- 
ness in the visitors’ locker-room 
afterwards. Players who criticise 
officials are fined, but Green Bay's 
general manager; Ron Wolf; allowed 
his frustration to bofl over. “It’s 
tough to lose no matter how you do 
y a it, but when you make a play and it’s 
“not awarded to you, something’s 
wrong with the whole system," he 
said. "It is something that has to be 
addressed.” 

Frustration, too, for the Buffalo 

Bills, who were penalised nine times 
for 93 yards in their 24-17 reverse at 
the Miami Dolphins. At least four of 
the penalties were highly question- 
able, but the worst came when the 
Bills, trailing by 10 points, had a 
touchdown called bade, the officials 
ruling that the receiver Andre Reed 
had come up short of the end zone. 

Again, replays suggested that 
Reed had scored, and fee receiver 
reacted wife such anger that he was 
ejected from fee game. Instead, the 
Bills had to settle for a field goal, and 
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San Francisco receiver Terrell Owens scores a touchdown with three seconds remaining to shatter Green Bay's hopes in a controversial finale 


Reuters 


found themselves wife too much to 
do with time running out The 
Dolphins now meet fee Denver 
Broncos. 

*T dart know if they have other jobs 
or what, but they need to devote full- 
time to what they do,” Reed fumed. 
“They need to go back to school be- 
cause some of the calls they made 
were the worst in the last 20 years.” 

The NFL abandoned fee use of 


instant replay three years ago, but 
in a season marred by poor offici- 
ating, its return seems inevitable. 

No such controversy in fee week- 
end’s other two play-off games. The 
long-suffering Arizona Cardinals 
won their first post-season contest 
since 1947 by upsetting the Dallas 
Cowboys 20-7. The underdogs from 
Arizona harried the Dallas quar- 
terback, Troy A Arman, sacking him 


four times and forcing him to throw 
three interceptions. In contrast, fee 
Cards' quarterback, Jake Plu mm er 
threw scoring passes to Adrian 
Murrell and Larry Centers to cause 
the biggest upset of the season. 
Arizona will visit the Minnesota 
Vikings in the next round. 

The injury-plagued New Eng- 
land Patriots were unable to over- 
come the absence of their 


quarterback, Drew Bledsoe, a brave 
but ultimately futile rearguard action 
resulting in a 25-10 reverse at the 
hands of the Jacksonville Jaguars. 

The Jaguars had injury prob- 
lems of their own. Their quarterback, 
Marin BruneU, returned after miss- 
ing five weeks with an ankle sprain, 
but looked less than impressive in 
completing just 14 of his 34 passes. 
Fortunately for Jacksonville, the 


running back Fred Taylor was at his 
best, rushing for 162 yards and scor- 
ing the game’s opening touchdown 
on a 13-yard run. Their reward is a 
daunting trip to the New York Jets 
next week. 

NFL PUWOFFS: Miami 2* Buffalo 17. Arizona 
20 DaHas 7: Jacksonville 25 New England 10: San 
Francisco SO Green Bay 27 
DMSIONJU. GAMES SCHEDULE (Saturday): 
NFC: San Francisco ar Atlanta. AFC: Miami at Den- 
ver {Sunday): AFC: Jacksonville at NV Jets. NFC: 
Arizona at Minnesota 


Bologna cash in on NBA lock-out 
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ENGLAND’S Michael Olowokandi 
will begin bis professional career in 
Italy wife Kinder Bologna instead of 
the United States because of the on- 
going labour dispute which is threat- 
ening to force tbe cancellation of the 
National Basketball Association 
(NBA) season. 

Olowokandi, bom in Nigeria but 
who moved to England at a young 
age, was the No 1 pick in last sum- 
mer’s NBA draft and was set to sign 
a multi-million pound contract with 
the Los Angeles Clippers before 
NBA bosses shut down fee league 
to try to renegotiate the money- 
sharing agreement with players. 

Tbe dispute, known as fee NBA 
lock-out, has already forced fee 


BASKETBALL 


Bv Jeff Taylor 

nanoeTlalifm of half Of this year’s 
games. The campaign faces a com- 
plete collapse this week with own- 
ers and players admitting they are 
at a dead end in negotiations. 

“If fee NBA season is resumed, 
bell be able to return and play. If the 
season is cancelled, he'B stay in 
Italy” said BiDy Duffy Olowokandi’s 
agent Dufly, who also fixed a three- 
year deal for fee England reserve 
centre, Arafy Betts, with another Ital- 
ian side, Teamsystem Bologna, 
added: “It’ll be his option to stay with 
Kinder for the rest of the season.” 


Olowokandi will reportedly earn 
£650,000 up to 15 February and if he 
finishes the season with the Italians 
he will receive another £l.3m. 

Olowokandi, despite his size and 
athleticism, felled to draw any in- 
terest in England several years ago. 
He had a trial with the Budweiser 
League’s Thames Valley Tigers but 
was not offered a contract and, 
after randomly choosing Pacific 
University in the United States, was 
invited to the team. 

The 7ft lin shot-blocking centre, 
who is still wanted by the England 
coach, Laszlo Nemeth, for the na- 
tional team, developed into one of the 
most dominating big men at colle- 
giate level 


If he joins Kinder Bologna, the 
reigning European and Italian 
League champions, his contract 
stipulates be can return to Ameri- 
ca if the NBA lock-out ends, but no 
later than 15 February. 

“We’re betting the NBA season 
won’t start,” a Kinder team 
spokesman, Marco Angrisani, said. 
“We have reached a tentative agree- 
ment with Olowokandi’s agent and 
now we’re just waiting for him to get 
here.” 

Olowokandi could make his debut 
in a Euro League second-round 
game on Thursday at PAOKSatonica 
in Greece. Yesterday was the dead- 
line for registering players for Euro 
League play. 


‘Great white hope’ Quarry dies aged 53 



THE FORMER heavyweight boxer 
Jerry Quarry, who twice fought 
Muhammad Ali and lost two title 
bouts, died on Sunday at fee age of 
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brought on by repeated blows to the 
head, according to his niece. 

Quarry died at Ttoin Cities Hos- 
pital in Templeton in central Cali- 
fornia. He was admitted yesterday 
wife pneumonia but his niece, Sheri 
Coolbagb, said feat had been 
brought on by dementia pugffisbca, 
which is brain damage caused by 

blows to fee head. 

The progressive malady, similar 


BOXING 


by kieran Daley . 

to Alzheimer’s disease, left Quarry 
virtually helpless and in tbe care of 
his family *116 died of complications 
to pneumonia - brought on by 
dementia,” CooEbagh said from the 
hospital. 

She added feat Quarry had suf- 
feredfbrl4years from dementia that 
had greatly worsened in the past three 
years. Almost to the end, she said, he 
was able to recognise his family and 
evtutalkabouthb fights, and was sur- 


rounded by nieces and nephews, 
sons and daughter brothers and sis- 
ters and his mother 

Quarry, a Los Angeles native 
who lived wife relatives in Paso 
Robles, fought 66 times, winning 53 
of them and 33 by knockout and was 

cynicalfy promoted as a “great white 

hope” 

He won his first 20 bouts before 
losing a 10-round decision to Eddie 
Machen in 1966. Quarry bounced 
back to win his next 10 fights, twice 
defeating the former champion 
Floyd Patterson in 1967. 

After Ali was stripped of the 


\forid Boring Association crown, 
Quarry lost a disputed 15-round 
title bout to Jimmy Ellis on 27 April 
1968. Fourteen months later be had 
another opportunity to win the belt, 
but was knocked out ty Joe Frazier 
in the seventh round in New York. 

On 26 October; 1970, Quarry was 
All's first opponent after his three- 
and-a-half-year exile and proved 
easy pickings. Ali knocked him out 
in the third round on his road back 
to the championship and sent him 
to fee canvas again in the seventh 
round on 27 June, 1972. 

Obituary: Review, page 6 


Storm increase 
their lead at top 


MANCHESTER STORM moved five 
points clear at the top of fee Sekon- 
da Super! eague after nearest rivals 
Cardiff Devils crashed to their third 
successive defeat on Sunday night 

Storm comfortably beat Bracknell 
Bees 4-1 at the Manchester Arena 
wife the visitors again forced to {day 
a lfr-year-old netztandeq Craig Astle, 
because of injuries to Stark Bernard 
and Brian Greer. 

Astle produced a superb perfor- 
mance in keeping Manchester down 
to four goals, with a Jeff Tomlinson 
brace either side of a strike from 
Bracknell’s Shayne McCosh putting 
Storm 2-1 ahead by the end of fee 
second period. Manchester wrapped 
up the points with third-period goals 
from Jeff Jablonski and Stefan Ke- 
tola. 

Cardiff meanwhile, lost 6-3 to an 
injury and flu-hit Sheffield side at the 
Sheffield Arena. The home side had 
nin e players who were told by doc- 
tors they should not be playing but 
none the less coasted to victory 
wife goals from Rob Wilson, Derek 
Laxdal Tony Hand, Ed Courtenay, 
Km Priestlay and Hakan EhHoerihalL 

Ayr Scottish Eagles came from 2-0 
down after Jason Campeau and 
Mike Harding had put London 
Knights in front at the Centrum. 

Tbe Eagles rattled home six goals 
without reply as a double from Mark 
Wolf came either side of strikes 


ICE HOCKEY 


from David St Pierre, John Parco, 
and a brace from Kariy Biette. 

Nottingham Panthers remain 
eight points adrift of the leaders after 
beating Newcastle Riverkings at 
the Tele west Arena. 

After a scoreless first period New- 
castle took a two-goal lead through 
Dale Jago and Mike Bodnarchuk. 
Nottingham, however were level by 
the end of the second period courtesy 
of goals from Randall Weber and 
Jamie Leach, before Jarret Zukiwsky 
sealed victory for the Rmthers. It was 
fee second comeback in as many 
nights for the Panthers, who on Sat- 
urday had to score twice in the clos- 
ing 72 seconds to see off fee 
fiu-ridden Sheffield Steelers. 

Despite their defeat at Ayi; Lon- 
don Knights rose off the bottom of 
the table on Saturday after beating 
Bracknell Bees 9-3 at Amen Corner 
for their biggest win of the season. 

The game was over inside half an 

hour as Corey Lyons and Kelly 
Giowa had both netted twice. P C 
Dromn pulled one back for the Bees, 
but two goals for Debb Carpenter; a 
third for Giowa and one from Mite 
Hanfing followed as Knights ran riot 

Colin Ward and Dennis Burke 
added a touch of respectability to 
Bracknell's goals tally, before Regan 
Stocco completed the rout 


Nines 

dumped 


RUGBY LE AGU E 


By Dave Hadfield 


THE GAME’S international devel- 
opment has suffered a significant 
blow wife fee cancellation of fee 
World Nines in Johannesburg less 
than five weeks before the tourna- 
ment was due to take place. 

The 10-team event has been 
scrapped because of a lack of tele- 
vision coverage in Britain and Aus- 
tralia, according to the South African 
Rugby League. “Sky could not find 
a spot for it at short notice and that 
had an impact on sponsors,” said its 

rhafrman, Barry Hafilam. 

The tournament was only 
awarded to South Africa last month 
after an offer from Louis Luyt, the 
former president of the South 
African Rugby Football Union, to 
underwrite it Luyt owns Ellis Park 
and is eager to stage events there; 
particularly ones, it seems, that cut 
across bis former Sarfu allies. 

“We are very disappointed that 
fee World Nines will not be taking 
place, but we understand the rea- 
sons,” said the Rugby League’s 
chief executive, Neil Hinnidiffe. “It 
was always going to be difficult to 
organise the tournament in such a 
short time frame.” 

Sty Television said yesterday 
that the shortage of time had indeed 
been the problem. “We were not 
informed about fee tournament until 
21 December and that didn’t give 
time to schedule the event,” a 
spokesman said. “At no stage was 
Sty committed to covering if 

The next meeting of fee interna- 
tional federation and tbe draw for the 
2000 World Cup, both earmarked for 
the same week in Johannesburg, will 
now be re-arranged. 

The 2000 and 2001 Nines tourna- 
ments, also awarded to South Africa, 
are still scheduled to take place 
there, as is the one-off match 
between Great Britain and New 
Zealand in November; but the cred- 
ibility of tbe event has suffered 
greatly. 

Ironically fee news of the can- 
cellation came on fee day that tbe 
Great Britain coach, Andy Goodway, 
named a 14-man squad for the tour- 
nament Nobody will be more dis- 
appointed at it being scrapped than 
two teenagers, wife only a brief 
taste of first-team rugby behind 
them, who had been included in the 
party. 

Stuart FleJden, a 19-year-old prop, 
made his mark in Bradford’s injuiy- 
hit pack last season, while Leeds' 
Kevin Sinfield is even more of an 
emerging talent The 18-year-old 
loose forward or stand-off only fig- 
ured briefly in fee first team last year; 
but impressed in fee Christmas 
friendlies against Halifax and Castle- 
ford. Goodway had included both 
players with the World Cup in Britain 
in 2000 in mind, planning to give 
them international experience now 
in order to accelerate their devel- 
opment 

One of Britain's greatest players 
of fee modern era, Gany Schofield, 
has agreed to make a playing come- 
back wife struggling Doncaster. 
Schofield was sacked as player- 
coach at Huddersfield last season 
and has been playing rugfcy union at 
Aberavon. 

The one stumbling block in fee 
way of his return to league at the age 
of 33 is that Doncaster have to show 
that they are financially viable before 
being confirmed in membership of 
tbe First Division for the coming sea- 
son. 

The fonner Great Britain second- 
roweg Sonny Nidde, has rejoined St 
Helens, the dub that sacrificed him 
in order to sign Paul Newlove three 
years ago. Nickle, now 29, was one 
of three players who moved to Brad- 
ford in exchange for Newlove in 
November 1995. He has been re- 
leased as a free agent with one year 
of his contract to run, so joins Ellery 
Hanley's squad for next season 
without costing a foe. 
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Humphreys fitness boost for Ulster 


DAVID HUMPHREYS, the Irish 
international stand-off whose 
inspirational form has pro- 
pelled Ulster into the semi-fi- 
nals of the European Cup, has 
declared himself fit to face the 
tournament favourites, Stade 
Franqais, at Ravenhili on Sat- 
urday. 

Humphreys has not played 
since damaging bis left shoul- 
der in the dosing seconds of the 

quarter-final victory over 
Tbulouse last month, but be had 
cause for celebration yesterday 
“Not only am 1 ready to plajx but 
it’s blowing a gale here in 
Belfast," he said. “As long as it 


RUGBY UNION 


By Chris Hewett 


stays this way. well fancy our 
chances against the French.” 

At one stage over the week- 
end, Ulster were contemplating 
the loss of their entire first- 
choice midfield; their two in- 
ternational centres, Jonathan 
Bell and Marie McCall, were 
considered even more doubtful 
than Humphreys. 

Yesterday, however, Harry 
Williams and his coaching col- 
leagues were hopeful that all 
three would make the big occa- 


skm. “rve done veiy little on the 
physical front since Toulouse,” 
Humphreys said, “but a game of 
this magnihkip tends to fi cc ei - 
erate your recovery 
It should be a wonderful oc- 
casion - we’ve already sold 

17.000 tickets for the game and 
the crowd will be up around 

20.000 on the day- and I thin k 
we have a genuine chance of 
victory. We’ve played some con- 
trolled, consistent rugby this 
season and when you mix that 
in with a bit of old-fashioned 
Irishness, you have something 
quite potent I’m just relieved 
I'm going to be a part of it” 


Another outside-half; albeit 
a greybeard by comparison, fa 
also rushing the project of an 
appearance on the big Rtagp. 
Paul Turner, the Saracens 
backs coach who turns 40 next 
month, may play a role in to- 
morrow ni g ht’s big Loudon 
derby with Wasps, t hanks to 
Alain Penand’s co ntinuin g 
“dead leg" problems. Turner 
was given a run-out from die 
bench during Sunday’s victory 
over Bedford and, even tho ugh 
Saracens yesterday signed 
Matt Jones, the London Irish 
stand-off, on a month’s loan, 
toere was every possMity that 


the former Wales playmaker 
would remain in the squad. 

T still feel able to do the job, 
if asked,* Turner said yesterday. 
“Tve kept myself fit and spend- 
ing so much recent time watch- 
ing from the sidelines has given 
me a clearer idea of where 
wekegomgwrongincertamrit- 
uations. Anyway age Is no bar- 
rier in my book." 

Judging by the way Bath 
have performed these test six 
weeks or so, they could use one 
or two old heads in key posi- 
tions. Understandably, Andy 
Robinson, their coach, has re- 
called Martin Haag, one of his 


longest-serving forwards, to 
fee sec o nd ro w far to n ig h t's im- 
portant match at Sale. Haag, 
who has been awarded a testi- 
monial season by the chib he 
joined a decade ago. replaces 
Nigel Redman, who was badly' 
concussed during the early 
stages of last Saturday’s hu- 
miliating defeat at Gloucester 

Sale are in an almost equally 
desperate state, although few 
skies enjoy a comfortable ride 
against the Heywood Road 
threequarters The Cheshire 
dub’s latest wing discovery 
Steve Hanley has sased six tries 
in four Premiership outing and 


hastened the departure of his 
gn^and dub-inate, Tom Beun, 
into the bargain. According to the 
Sale sa^s, he is an international 
m waiting. “He can goal the way 
and he can do it early;’' said Jim 

MaffindentheSalecaptaii,yes- 
tenfeg: “Be is confident, arrogant 

even, but he’s also very level- 
b^ded. England have big backs 
and they have quick backs, but 
Steve has it afl." 

Gloucester who travel to 
London Scottish in their eter- 
nal quest fora decent away vic- 
tory bring Dave Sims, the club 
raptam, out of purdah for a Tare 
appearance at lock. Ri char d 


Kill, the Cherry and Whites 
coach, has repeatedly pre- 
ferred Mark Cornwell to the 
more experienced England 
hand of late, but Cornwell 
twanged a groin muscle during 
his outstanding performance at 
Kmgsbolm on Saturday and 
sits out the trip to The Stoop. 
| Newcastle Falcons’ cham- 
pionship-winning captain. Dean 
Ryan, yesterday left Kingston 
Park for the Allied Dunbar Pre- 
miership T\vo leaders, Bristol 
He said: ‘it will obviously be a 
huge wrench to leave Newcas- 
tle after so much success over 
the last three years." 


Local prodigy 
Hewitt happy 
with the heat 


THE AUSTRALIAN teenager 
Lleyton Hewitt upset Nicolas 
Kiefer 7-5 6-4 yesterday to 
launch his defence of the Ade- 
laide men’s hardcourt title he 
won from nowhere a year ago. 

Hewitt, 17, won in his home 
town last year but conceded 
that he felt the burden of ex- 
pectation on him when he faced 
the 35th-ranked German. 

“I felt a fair bit of pressure 
going out there today,” he said, 
admitting he faced a difficult 
progression, with the dual US 
Open winner and top seed Pat 
Rafter of Australia and former 
world No 1 Jim Courier among 
this year's lineup. A year ago, 
Hewitt beat Andre Agassi and 
countryman Jason Stoltenberg 
to become, at 550. the lowest 
ranked singles winner in ATP 
tour history finishing the year 
ranked 113th. 

Earlier the former French 
Open champion Gustavo 
Kuerten, Slovakia’s Dominik 
Hrfoaty, Stoltenberg and fellow 
Australians Michael Tebbutt 
and Scott Draper advanced to 
the second round as courtside 
temperature hovered at around 
40 degrees Celsius for much of 
the day. Hrbaty celebrated his 
21st birthday with a 4-6 6-1 7-5 
upset of the eighth seed, Mar- 
iano Puerta of Argentina. 

As a balmy evening brought 
some relief; Sweden’s Thomas 
Enqvist, rejuvenated after a foot 
injury cut short his 1998 season. 


TENNIS 


fought bade from a dzsappoint- 
ing first set to beat the Australian 
Mark Woodforde 0-6 6-4 6-4. 

The intense heat was fore- 
cast to continue today when 
Rafter meets Japan’s Takao 
Suzuki and Courier plays Slava 
Dosedel of the Czech Repub- 
lic. Rafter’s hopes of rising 
from fourth to No 1 this year 
were boosted at the weekend 
when the current incumbent, 
Pete Sampras, pulled out of the 
Australian Open. 

Stoltenberg overwhelmed 
Arnaud Di Pasquale of France 
in the heat to win 6-1 6-4 but pre- 
dicted a bright future for the 
French teenager; who jumped 
more than 500 places to 81st in 
1998. “I think he is a player we 
will see a lot of,” Stoltenberg 
said. Draper had a tougher 
battle against the American 
Justin Gimelstob before forcing 
the second set to a tie-break 
and then winning, 3-6 7-6 6-3. 

The defending champion Ai 
Sugfyama of Japan survived a 
tough test in the first round of 
the Australian women’s hard- 
court championships. Sugiya- 
ma, the fourth seed, proved too 
strong for Carina Morariu of the 
United States, winning 6-2 6-7 
6-3 at the Hope Island dub on 
Queensland’s Gold Coast. She 
next faces France’s Sarah 
Pitkowski, a 6-3 6-2 winner over 
Australia’s Alicia Moiik. 



Sandrine Tested of France upstages Spain’s Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario in the Hopman Cop yesterday AP 


France, Sweden 
upset the odds 


QUALIFIERS FRANCE caused 
the second upset of the day at 
the Hopman Cup mixed teams 
tournament when they beat 
top seeds Spain 2-1 in Fterth yes- 
terday France’s pairing of Gufl- 
laume Raoux and Sandrine 
Tested upstaged Carlos Moya 
and Arantxa Sanchez -Vi carlo 
7-5, 7-5 in the mixed doubles to 
clinch the victory. 

Tested ensured France held 
the upper hand from the outset 
when she overcame a sluggish 
Sanchez-Vicario, 6-1, 6-3. Moya, 
despite suffering from a cold, 
had beaten a detarnined Raoux 
7-6, 2-6, 6-3 in an enthralling 
match to level the scores. 

Earlier; Sweden pulled off a 
surprise victory over the sec- 
ond-seeded United States team 
of Lindsay Davenport and Jan- 
Michael Gambill. The Ameri- 
cans took a 1-0 lead when 
Davenport thrashed Asa Caris- 
son 6-2, 6-0. but that advantage 
was quickly erased by the world 
No 4, Jonas Bjorkman, who 
beat Gambill 6-2, 6-4. 

Bjorkman, a player who 
thrives on a heavy schedule, 
then piloted the underdogs to 


victory in the mixed doubles, 
with the Swedes prevailing 7-6, 
64. 

Gambill was unhappy at the 
officiating, comp lainin g that 
one call in the tie-break was, 
“the worst Fve ever seen”. But 
there was another problem, 
and the real reason the Amer- 
icans lost “In the second set I 
double-faulted three times in 
one game, and you can’t do that 
and win a match,” he said. 

That gave the Swedes a 
break for 5-4, and Bjorkman 
served out for the match. It was 
the first time Bjorkman had 
played mixed doubles, but he 
spent some time practising 
and discussing tactics with 
Cartesoa and it paid off. Their 
plan was for Bjorkman to 
ouudi low at the net every time 
Carisson served and to leap up 
and knock off a w inning volley. 

“Jonas was definitely the key 
at the net” Gambill said “He 
was in the middle of the court 
and it was really hard knowing 
where to hit the return.*' 

The only cloud on Bjork- 
man's -horizon is a problem 
with his right hamstring. 



Australia’s Mark Fbx takes control of his Skiff during the 14-foot team racing international series at Melbourne’s Sandringham yacht dub 
yesterday Fbx, along with Greg Contis, was one of the four two-man teams who clinched victory for the host nation ARsport 


Acclaim 

eludes 

victor 

Taylor 


DARTS 


BY JOHN OAKLEY 


PHIL TAYLOR won his seventh 
world title when he carried off 
the Skol PDC Championship for 
fee fifth year in a row at Pur- 
fleet, Essex. Yet for most darts 
players in this country the 38- 
year-old from Stoke, who beat 
fee North Cheani newsagent 
Peter Manley 62 in the final on 
Sunday night will never get 
quite the praise that is due to 
him until he wins the Embassy 
at Frimley Green again. 

Taylor won the Embassy, 
the world’s richest tournament 
in both 1990 and 1992, but a year 
later became one of 16 profes- 
sionals who broke away from 
the British Darts Organisa- 
tion, the ruling body, to form 
what is now known as fee Pro- 
fessional Darts Corporation. 

The breakaway group 
included seven world champi- 
ons in John Lowe, Eric Bristow. 
Jocky Wilson, Keith DeUec Bob 


use shirts to plug leak 


SAILING 


Crew 

TEAM NEW ZEALAND sailors 
tore off their shirts and formed 
a bucket brigade to save their 
America’s Cup-winning boat 
from sinking in the Hauraki Gulf 
yesterday. 

Black Magic n b egan taking 
on water a few miles north iff 
Rangitoto Island on Monday af- 
ternoon after her rudder broke 
loose. The crew of the boat, one 
ofthe two in which New Zealand 
won the Cup in 1995, heard a 
bang and rushed below deck, 
finding themselves knee-deep in 
water The Team New Zealand 
designer; Tbm Schnackenberg, 
who was on board, said it was all 
bands below deck to stop fee 
boat from going under. 


By Stuart Alexander 

“The water was coming in 
pretty fast,” he said. “The boys 
took their shirts off and we 
were chucking them around 
the hole to try to plug it up.” 

“We had thebucket brigade 
going and we were using our 
drink pump, which makes fresh 
water; to try to empty it out” 

The local coastguard came 
to fee boat’s rescue with three 
larger pumps and the Auckland 
police launch Deodar arrived 
wife another 

“If we hadn’t been able to stop 
fee water coming in, we would 


have sunk easily” Schnacken- 
berg said. “If the hull was weak- 
er around the radder we would 
have been in a lot more trouble.” 

Black Magic H, or NZL38, 
bad been racing against fee 
other black boat, NZL32, Black 
Mage I, when it hit trouble. A 
crewman, Barry McKay said no 
one was sure what had hap- 
pened. Three of the crew dived 
into the sea and eventually re- 
moved fee broken rudder 

“There’s a possibility that we 
hit something.” McKay said. 
“We couldn’t move the boat be- 
cause fee rudder was flopping 
around, damaging fee bottom 
of fee boat” 

Once fee seawater was 


drained, fee yacht was towed 
back to the America’s Cup vil- 
lage at the Viaduct Basin by 
Team New Zealand towboats. 
Black Magic His likely to be out 
of fee water for repairs for the 
next two days, team officials 
said. 

The challenger series for the 
America's Cup starts in October 
carrying thro ugh to the finals 
next January and February. 

Wife fee Australian team 
winning a protest over their 
British rivals after finishing 
tied for fee international series 
at Sandringham Yacht Club in 
Melbourne, the prize fin- the 14- 
foot Skiffs went turn and turn 
about to fee two countries. 


The Australian B team also 
edged out Britain B in the strug- 
gle for third and fourth places. 

The event is one of 16 world 
championships being run 
aroundMelbounieharbourover 
the next two weeks, seven of 
them for the Olympic classes, 
wife nearly 2,000 sailors from 
around fee world competing. 

In Auckland, the United 
States-based Frenchman, Jean- 
Piene MouKgne, won the 50-foot 
Class H second leg of the 
Around Alone Race from Cape 
Tbwn. He beat not only Britain’s 
Mike Garside into second place 
but also finished ahead of Josh 
Han, who has yet to finish in his 
new Class 1 60-footer Gartmore. 


Maier still the one to beat 


No show Stevens 


HERMANN MAIER is deter- 
mined not to lose his appetite 
for Alpine skiing when the 
men’s World Cup circuit re- 
sumes this week. 

The Austrian enters 1999 fee 
way he started 1998, as fee 
overall leaden The double 
Olympic gold medallist has a 
103-point margin over the Nor- 
wegian Lasse KJus. Maier aims 
to outclass his rivals in 
Kranjska Gora, where a giant 
slalom opens fee year’s com- 
petition today. The Slovenian re- 
sort dose to fee Austrian border 
also hosts a slalom tomorrow. 

“You can lose your enjoy- 
ment of the sport when fee 
schedule is so tight,” Maier said. 

Maier said his shaky form at 
the start of fee season was be- 
cause be was too cautious. His 


5KIING 


performances improved when 
he stopped thinking about re- 
sults and resorted to his normal 
attacking style. With four wins 
in three disciplines, Maier has 
one more victory than at the 
same stage last year and his 
favourite races lie ahead. 

“January was always my 
strongest month, even last year 
when it all really kicked-off for 
me in January,” he said. “I 
love competing in front of home 
crowds and fee bulk of Austri- 
an races are yet to come. 
Maybe Kjus has already given 
up on fee overall title by miss- 
ing Bormio.” 

Kjus conceded his overall 
lead before Christmas in a 
super-G at Innsbruck when 


Maier led a record Austrian 
sweep of fee top nine places. 

Flu forced fee Norwegian to 
miss a downhill in Bormio, 
Italy on 29 December; which 
Maier clinched ahead of six 
team-mates. Tough competi- 
tion is expected from two other 
giant slalom winners, Austria’s 
Stephan Eberharter and 
Switzerland’s Michael von 
GrQnigen. 

Slalom specialists have a 
busy schedule with tomorrow’s 
race in Slovenia followed by a 
floodlit event the next day in 
Schladming, Austria. The de- 
fending slalom champion, 
Thomas Sykora, plans to make 
his first appearance of the sea- 
son in Kranjska Gora after un- 
dergoing surgery in November 
for a recurring knee injury. 


KIRK STEVENS, the Canadian 
who returned to the game last 
summer aftera five-season ab- 
sence, failed to turn up for his 
first qualifying match of the new 
year 

It is understood Stevens, 
who had been due to play 
Wayne Saidler yesterday in the 
first round of fee Regal Scottish 
Masters, foil victim to airport 
closures in Canada, which has 
been swept by heavy snow- 
storms. Saidler was given a 
walk-over 

The 40-year-old, best known 
for his televised maximum 
break at the 1984 Benson and 
Hedges Masters, won only one 
match at fee Plymouth quali- 
fiers, but had been expected to 
play in yesterday’s match, as 
well as fee qualifiers for fee 


SNOOKER 


British Open and Embassy 
World Championship. 

His fellow Canadian Jim 
Wydb supports fee snow theo- 
ry for Stevens’ absence. “He had 
been practising hard and was 
looking forward to returning to 
the UK," Vfych said. “I don't 
know which airports were 
dosed at fee weekend but what 
I do know is fee fact that here 
in fee Tbronto area, we have just 
experienced the worst snowfall 
for a decade with two-and-a-haK 
feet falling between Saturday af- 
ternoon and Sunday." 

Stevens, who lives in Toron- 
to, is due to play Darren lim- 
bing on Thursday in the first 
round of the British Open qual- 
ifying tournament 


Anderson, Dennis Priestley 
and Taylor, and for a couple of 
years at least wee undoubtedly 
superior to fee players they had 
left behind. However; Wilson 
has now retired. Bristow is 
only a shadow of the player he 
once was and DeUec Anderson 
and Priestley are not playing 
quite as weU as they did. Only 
the phenomenal Taylor and 
Lowe are still playing out- 
standing darts. Other players, 
such as Rod Harrington. 
Sbayne Burgess, Peter Evison. 
Alan Warriner and Peter Man- 
ley have come to fee fore in re- 
cent years, but the general 
standard of play at the Skol 
event has been lower t h a n fee 
Embassy for the past five years. 

Only eight players in fee 32- 
strong Skol field achieved an 
average of more than 30 per 
dart in one or more of their 
matches at Purfleet last week. 
Thirteen of the players did not 
break a 27 average in the first 
round with Bristow, at 17.79, 
having the lowest ever seen at 
either world championship. In 
contrast 13 of the first 18 play- 
ers to compete in fee Embassy 
first round at the weekend 
broke fee 30 target 

That is why many people 
would like to see Tbylor have one 

more crack at fee Embassy 

title, where he would face stifler 
competition. Unfortunately 
under fee present rules agreed 
by the BDO and PDC, any 
player reaching the second 
round of either world champi- 
onship is not eligible for the re- 
verse championship next year. 
That means Taylor will have no 

cfaance of competing in the Em- 
bassy in 2000 unless the rules 
are changed and the two cham- 
pionships no longer overlap 
If the two events were 
staged at different times, Tay- 
lor could be world champion 
twice in fee same year if he 
maintains his present form. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stated 
AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD 
NORTHERN SECTION 
SECOND ROUND ■ 

Darlington v Chester ReW (7.45) 

Halifax v Ybric (7.45) - 

Hull v WfresOiam 

Lincoln City v Mansfield (7 -*5) 

Rochdale v Stoke (7.45) 

Wigan v Scarborough (7.45) 

SOUTHERN SECTION 
SECOND ROUND 

Bournemouth <i Peterborough (7.45) .... 

Brighton v MlHwall (7.4S) 

Cambridge Ucd v Northampton (7,45) .. 

Exeter v Southend (7.45) ........ 

Luton v WalsaU (7.45) 

Swansea v Gillingham (7.45) ..... 

Torquay v Fulham (7.15) .. 

Wycombe v Brentford (7.45) 

TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP 
SECOND-ROUND REPUT 

Stirling Albion r Montrose 

RRPRESENmillE MATCH: FA XI v Com- 
bined Sendees (at Burton Albion FCj. 
RYMAN LEAGUE Premier PMskxs W- 
wtcfi a Wblcon & Kersham. Second Divi- 
sion: Banscead v Thame. Isthmian 
League Cop third round: Barton Rouen 
v Boreham wood: BerWumsted e Aider- 
Shot (7.45); Sutton Utd v Basingstoke. 


Puma Cap second mooch Cars bailor v 
Ctertsey. Unrfaoel D-opfcv tfcfa-d itscntd: 
IbOttog & Mitcham v Metropolitan Ponce. 
UNWIND LEAGUE CUP Sacend mod 
raptor: Hucfmall v Emiey. UnUDU First 
EttsMoa Cop seeood round: Eastwood 
TfcMffi v Bradford F9C Third Nnb Alftwon 
v Ashton. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE CUP SMad 
moods Bedworeh Ucd v Tam worm. Set. 
ondl rand replay; Witney v Bath. 
VmSTONLEAb KENT LEAGUE Pre- 
mier Dfvfsfon: Deal v Heme Bay; Slade 
Green v ftomsgate Tunbridge MU* v VCD 
Athletic. 

UHLSPORT LEAGUE CUP Second 
rand replay: Bourne v Boston Tom. 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
Rrae DtoWen: Broadbddge Heath v 
RedhRI; Chichester v Selsey Langrey 
Sports v Hailsham; Uoriehampton v Hot- 
sham YMCA; fbgham v East Preston. 
NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
Mrs* DMston: Nan enrich v Atherton Col- 
lieries: Cheedfe v MossJey: Maine Road v 
Atherton LR. 

NORTH9M COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
CUP Third mind Arnold v Hanware Rail- 
way: Buxton v North Ferrfty: Ossett 
Town v Ha Ham: Selby v Fbncefracr Thacfc- 
tey vGarfonh. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE; Bourne- 
mouth v Brechenhurst. 


[ EASTERN LEAGUE Premi er 
wartwysu Fakenham (7.45). 

r INSURANCE NORTHERN 
FM DMstaK Mart* V Bed&rg- 
rs South Shields v Morpeth. 
RES NL YOUTH CUP Third 
a met v Hartlepool: Scunthorpe 
tsmouth (7.0). 

s Le- 


icester (7-01 (at St Helens FtLFQ : 
Ever tor? (7.15) (or OnrleyFCl . 
*ms OWiam r Thanmere (7.0). 
HafsfoiE Bradford Oty »JW 
therham v Blackpool {7.0): 
Jtd v Huddersfield (7.0J. 
ISURANCE COMBINATION 
ilea: AreenA vOKltard (Ad (7.01. 


RUGBY UNION 

mi ion DUNBAR pREMIUmill* OWE 

London Scottish v Gfcxioesrer (7.30) ...... 

Newcastle * Bedford (7.30) -- --- - 

Northampton v London Irish (r.su) 

Sale* Bath (7 JO) 


ither sports 

; World Indoor Championships 
LNsure Centre. &hk Thrmouih) 
Embassy World Championship 
- Country Club. Frtadey Green). 


il’lfylng tar Regal Scottish. 

m WSiW CftampiwW (NartWCk 


iackpoot). 


WEEKEND POOLS FORECAST 


FA CARLING 
PREMIERSHIP 

1 Arsenal v Liverpool 1 

2 Blackburn v Leeds Jt 

3 Coventry v Nottm Forest 1 

4 Everton v Leicester X 

5 Middlesbrough v Aston Vffla ji 

G Nwusde v Chelsea — ..jt 

7 Sheffield Wed v Tottenham -..Jt 

8 Southampton v Charlton 1 

9 Wimbledon v Derby 1 

Smtor Manchester Utd v West Ham. 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE ■ 
FIRST DIVISION 

10 Birmingham v Port Vale — 1 

IT Crewe v Norwich * 

12 Huddersfield v Bury 1 

13 Ipswich v Grimsoy. 1 

14 Oxford Ucd * Bnsrw Oty — T 

15 OPR v Sunderland . Jt 

18 Stockport v Bradford A 

17 Swindon tr Sheffield Utd -* 

18 Watford v Portsmouth 1 

19 West Brom v Barnsley. 1 

Friday: Tranmere v Wolves. Sunday: 
Bolton v Crystal Palace. 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

20 Blackpool v Man Gty - -8 


22 Chesterfield v Colchester „„f 

23 Fulham v Macclesfield ,...f 

24 Lincoln Oty v Bournemouth .,...2 

25 Luton v Wycombe 1 

26 Mlllwall v Wigan 

27 Note County v Oldham "„1 

20 Reading v Wrexham 1 

29 Stoke v Northampton 1 

30 WslsaU v Gillingham 1 

31 Ybrft v Preston ji 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
THIRD DIVISION 

32 Barnet v Darlington 

33 Brighton v Carlisle j 

34 Cambridge Utd v Torquay 1 

35 Cardiff v Hartlepool 1 

36 Exeter v Swansea 

37 Halifax v Peterborough ......... "Z I 

38 Hull v Rotherham 

39 Leyton Oient v Chester Z...A 

Nee on (Mfw: Mansfield v Brentford 
Rochdale v Plymouth: Scunthorpe v 
Shrewsbury: Southend v Scarborough. 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

UO Airdrie v Morton . 

41 Clydebank w Ayr , 

42 Ralth v Falklric i 

43 St Mirren v Hibernian . ; "’’J 


v iviuh Ukf ' " £ 

21 Bristol Rovers v Burnley —1 44 Stranraer v Hamilton 7.2 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

45 Forfar y QyOe 

46 Inverness Cl v Arbroath 

*7 Livingston v East Fife 

48 Patrick v Alloa /’* 

43 Seining v Oueen of the South 

Sooisb Leagne TMnd DtvMon: Bervvic 
V Ross County; Cowdenbeath u IS 
East Stirlng v Dumbarton; Montrose v A 
Won; Queen's Part, v StenhousSr 
TBI HOMES: Birmingham v porr w_. 
Huddersfield v Bury. WaTford^ 
Portsmouth. Fulham v Macclesfield- 

v HartiepL,: 

Alrilrte V Morton: lavlnguon v East Fifp 
Parti* v Alloa; Stirling v Queenof 
South. 

HVE AWAYS: ClydebanK v Ayr: Ralrn u 
Falkirk; St Mirren v Hibernian; Stranraer 
v Hamilton: Forfar « Clyde. 

FOUR DRAWS: Everton u Leicester 
Middlesbrough v Aston VlHa; Newcastle 
v Chelsea: Sheff Wed v Tottenham. 

Pooh forecast selections by ion Davies 

■ Three or last week’s four draws came 
up at treble fbed odds with bookmakers 
of 33- 1 .The fourth selection. Morton v St 
Mirren, was postponed (the pools panel 
rated It a r» score draw). 
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Swelling faith in Slaney 


By Greg wood 

this SATURDAY’S renewal of 
the Ladbrofee Hurdle may be 
the 13th since the race was de- 
vised, but it seems unlikely that 
even the most superstitious of 
punters will be deterred from 
their annual attempt to back the 

winner, quite possibly for the 
very first time. 

Thirty-two runners re- 
mained in the contest after 
yesterday’s five-day declara- 
tion stage, of which a maximum 
of 30 can go to post for the two- 
mile meUse around Leopards- 
town’s tight inside track. The 
ground on Saturday will at least 
be fresh, but it is likely to be 
heavy too, which is a descrip- 
tion that Irish clerks of the 
course generally use only when 
the hurdles are floating out of 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: La Piazza 
(Ungfield 2.15) 

NB: Nothing Doing 
(LingReld 1.15) 

the front gate. Since it is always 
run at top speed from flagfkll, 
this year’s Ladbroke will take 
even more w innin g than usual 

It seemed to be tempting 
providence, then, when the 
trainer of one of the leading fan- 
cies yesterday dispensed with 
the standard, non-committal 
expressions of hope and fore- 
cast that her runner has "a big 
chance” on Saturday. Jessica 
Harrington, what's more, 
knows what is required, having 
won the Ladbroke three years 
ago with Dance Beat Her rep- 
resentative this time is Slaney 
Native, and if punters take his 
trainer at her word, the 14-1 of- 
fered by several bookies is un- 
likely to last long this morning. 

Slaney Native is in his novice 
season - as was Dance Beat- 
but his third place behind Joe 
Mac and Colonel "Vfeagei: two of 
the best young hurdlers in Ire- 
land at Leopardstown’s Christ- 
mas meeting implied that lost 
4lb is unlikely to hamper him 
this weekend. 

"I felt that was a good Lad- 



m 
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Advocat (left), pictured winning at Leopardstown, is the favourite for the Ladbroke Handicap Hurdle at the same track on Saturday 



broke trial." Mrs Harrington 
said yesterday. “He was still 
going well on the turn for home 
and I thought for a moment he 
might spring a surprise over the 
leading pair. If there is a fast- 
run race and Slaney Native is 
up with the pace then he could 
bring me my second Ladbroke. 
I am very hopeful and if I didn't 
think he had a big chance I 
wouldn't be r unning him." 

In the Ladbroke, every horse 
is a danger but the market 
seems to think that Advocat, 
trained fay Noel Meade, has the 
best chance of all. Advocat, 
who finished second to Blowing 
Wind in the County Hurdle at 
Cheltenham and fifth in the 


Ladbroke last year has been at 
the top of the betting since the 
weights were framed, having 
won with a great deal in hand 
on his return at Thuries last 
month. He was cut from 9-1 to 
7-1 fay Coral yesterday. 

Impulsive Dream, who start- 
ed this season in novice chas- 
es, is another runner to attract 
good money, but Polar Pros- 
pect the leading British chal- 
lenger; drifted yesterday when 
the 11 horses above him in the 
handicap were removed. The 
weights rose by I5lb as a result, 
leaving Philip Hobbs’s runner 
with top weight of 1 1st 12Bb. 

The potential British chal- 
lenge is completed by Sadler's 


Realm, also trained by Hobbs, 
Decoupage (Charlie EgertonJ, 
New Inn (Steve Gollings) and 
Once More Par Luck (Mary 
Reveleyi. Both Decoupage and 
Once More Fbr Luck are doubt- 
fid runners, howevec as a result 
of the heavy ground and an un- 
expectedly high racing weight 
respectively. 

The Ladbroke is the most 
valuable handicap hurdle of 
the year in Ireland, but there 
was a reminder yesterday that 
the most richly rewarded event 
anywhere on the planet is now 
less than three months away. 
The Godolphm operation cer- 
tainly needs no reminding 
about the Dubai World Cup, 


UNGFIELD 


HYPERION 

12.45 Delight Of Dawn 2.45 High Noon 

1.15 Prix De Clermont 3.15 Raspberry Sauce 

1.45 Krystal Max (nb) 3.45 Orbital Star "" 

2.15-LA PIAZZA (nap); . . . ‘ 

GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: 51 .& tin outside; rematiider nude 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low. 

■ Equifcrack surface: left-hand, sharp uncUaftig couse. 

■ Cause B SE of town on B2028. Ungfield station (served by London, Vtotona) adjoins 
course. ADMISSION: Chib £15. Famiy Enclosure £XL CAR PARK: CU> £3; rest free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore 83-626 (03%), R Hamoti 47-357 (02%), M John- 
ston 44-260 {*$%). Mis* G Keltaway 41-281 (H6%). Lord Huntingdon 37-185 (20%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Clark 72-574 ft2S%), J Weaver 68-307 (22J%) S Sanders 
65-583 plS%). R Cochrane 52-323 (16.1%), S Whitworth 91-964 04%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 690-2085 (334%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Ovar Keen (1245) English Lady (1A5) Barr Beacon [2.15) 
Riddle (2.15) Contentment (245) Surpresa Cera £45) La Petite Fteraocha (3.15) 

119 AK \ BARRY DENNIS HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV 0 £2,750 
I4, ^l added 1m Penalty value £1,767 


-^1 added 1m Penalty value £1,767 

46W- FESTIVAL FUfS1(B4) (Mrs J (toot) lies GKetewy 4 6Q 


W Ryan 4 


2 0303- SHARP SCOTCH (IB] (D) (J J Duvarey) D Cam* 6 9 12 JAfMamanl 

3 mOO KAFIL(USA) (17) (CD) (Bored Me M R Pascal) JBrt&r 595 GBmMS 

4 9OB0- OVER KB0I (ID) (kte J A Oalan) Ifcs G Kefle»3f 5 9 3 SWHbmthlOB 

5 03600- BATAAN (41) (D) (Eona De UScura) A VandartBesfari [BeQBBtJ-AMdrofa (5) 9 

6 33ED- SAW HAWK (34) [J C Fratattl) D Shan 4 8 6 AChrkS 

7 04040- HAWU STORM (27) (CO) IMS R Wwdta) D Branch Dms it 89 J4 Pollard (5) 12 

6 40004- FAIV60-IA (B) fM* L JeadQ Ms L Jewel 4 8 8 RPri»2 

8 4003- DaJtiHTCy DAWN(10)P) DEhgnwir^) EWwfci7B4 SCteaonflrjIlB 

O 34540- HOMESTEAD (41) (D) (G H Staonerti) R Hannon 584 -Jtt*W7 

n 20000- CONCEH AHALL (O) (Edgof Ltoyd) P E«ns 5 8 1 MeBri DejerBV 

e 06000 ATTARKH (1 1 (T P fM*n) Mrs A KhB 6 7 12 SFUghton{7)8 

■■ 12 Jwtfci fld ■ 

BETTING: JM Sharp Scdkh, 5-1 Orar Keen, 6-1 Sand Hawk. 134 DsBght Of Dwn, 7-1 Fasthal 

R**c 10-1 Bdaae, HomastHd, 14>1 Kafl, 10-1 Nham 

ES8. Square We Mss 5 7 C N Cafsis 6-1 (N Berry) (taen R 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Festival Flyer Fret run since leawng Robert ArmGtraig and AJV dabut Clow 7«i 
on retum from a 3-monttJ tay-oft at Leteestor (tt. gAsI ai October and Kxigti task at 
tfwwaWrts (only iSa tower than furl maiK) though wN haw galoped on ttesuface 

snap Scotch: Wbn at Wohertiampcon (9f> in Novemtjor. Runs oH a 5b higher marK, 
but hes run two respectable races since then and shoiid n« be far away 
Kaflk Won on AW (70 hera in October and has dropped 8b fallowing dteappaMifi 
efforts. Lost piece at halfway whan 10th of 12 hero last morph and one to rUa nd 
Ovar Keen: Udhtfy-raced maidaa who finished 2nd to Raspberry Sauce on her AW 
debut over C/D las month. Did not confirm that promise at Wohethampton on Ban- 
inc Dbk but blrtkered tor the firef tone here 

Bmw f r Bemoan raider, won thwe in May. and fed unt* headed 3( out whan 8th to 
Byzantium hate (Wf) h November. Hard to fancy on that bHoti 
S and Hamrtc Maiden handcapper, put up his best pertormence on the AW whan 
2nd to Holy Smoke iCoreer Ara* T3th) at Souttwe* fan) In November. Soon out- 

paced when 9th of 12 at Woherhampton (im) next tlma 

Hawaii Storm: Veteran, who has been a money^pmnw on thaAW though has not . 
won erica recoidrig hia 9th success here in a danwrovar this trip fast Jan ugy. M feg 
treated on past form, but stable have gone war 5 months without a FtaJ •*"* _ 
Far-So-La: Is now with Ns 4th trainer (won over 71 at Fofcastona far Roland CTSu*- 


vSvwhanteton pti) on Bering Day. fttfi draw against hkn, though wad hantfeawed 

HomeSteeSrorops ba* te im aiter 2 outings ovbt 1 W hara Best effort on AW whan 
3 rd to Moon h ere ftmj bat January and tuns off a 7 fc jmwt mark 
ConcwArall: Maiden tendcapper. who was herring Ns 2 nd quUng smee ictoirig David 
Evans when tSh of 16 behind Holy Smoke at Southwal (im) last month. Has bean 

tfoDoad 7ii but best w^died utS ahewng more sparkle 
AMSkh; Has not run ance September 

of 16 to Rartxw Ram hue ( 7 fl in August Stable e 3 months without a Rat winner 
VERDICT: Over Keen faisd to eonflrm the promise he stowed here on his a* 
weaher dabut at Wtfr whan pton on Bpxtq D ay and nay ba more aitod by m . 
Eufam. Sbarn Scotch is ki good form si thB moment but n an open locfldng event 

fte ta wal hanrscappfld on his nrf farm and put up an raprovea anort on na sacs 
end outing on the al-wealfaer 8 t WWrarharnFton last tone. 

u v 'gr UNGRELD PARK EXHIBflTON HALL SELLING HANDICAP 
[i.ioi (CLASS G) £2^00 added im 5f Penalty Value ei^oi 

2 s 


Latin Bay: In consistent handcappar far Peter Hama (won once from 15 outngs) 
but came in (or some support on hs AW debut for his new yard when 6ih to Steave 
S0< here (121) last Friday WB have to Improve on that performance 
Coastguards Hero: Seflng teindeapper, whowaahamg his first outing aetce Au- 
gust when taled-ott last of 9 behind Royal Roriette hero (2m) last mek. Not we* 
handicapped and wfl suBty need this run 

Nothtog Doing: ffes not nm on the Ftat (seUng handoapper) since August «97 and 

- was rafactant to race and left 30 lengths wtwntaled off over hurdes at Hmdngdon 
lost month 

Prbc Da Ctarmont: On an Tt fa lower mark than he won off at VttAverhampton In 1997. 

- Bhouwd a raken to farm when 3rd at Southwe* ft2f) fast tame 

Blue Anchor: Formerly trained by Mary Rowley (won owr tn3f for her at South- 
wel n February) but has dsappoiited on both runs on the AW tor tvs new yard who 
have not had a Flat wuier for 5 months 

Queen Of Tides: Maiden hanefleap p et. has yet to raardi the frame in E outngs and 
weakened 4f out on bar AW debut over C/D last month when 7th to Wtoasef with 
Tggy SBvano 9th 

Tlggy Sllvanw Seing handcappar. s« a maiden after 12 outvigB and dropped back 
after 71 when 9th to Wsasaf over C/D last time 

Hoppib Unplaced in B outings on the FU and AW and had no chance m the that 5f 
whan last of 7 to Mystagogue here (12D on SNuday 

VERDICT: PRIX DE CLERMONT showed somethrig of a revival when thtd at 
Southwal m November. He has snee flnhhad unplaced over hurdes. but does not 
seem to stay two mtoa and ehoUd appreciate the return to the low pade 

|i ac I TRAFALGAR CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) £3,500 
1 '^1 added 6f Penalty Value £2,508 

1 ODD- SPfflJT O-ASStC fl5) ICO) [Scu«h WMee Si«Aes) U Heamn-aa t) 9 n dark 2 

2 50500- BBTOFOtBIMrS(122)(qEDBLaScuceiANfardartwg w i(8at49 tLANfchc*>t34 

3 1D06- KRYSTAL MAX (IS (CD) (Qddald Mnsrbs) T D tenon 89 D .-JQntmley Hart (5) 5 

4 50000- CAMS) (7) part Farim Racing M Chaman497 PCtcwy (7)7 

5 4352-3 FW98XY ffilAVE (USA) (3) (C) (D) (ferpus Fugt) G 996 — DaneCTWH 3 

6 00006- ENGUSH LADV (42) (EinAh Lady Cfesacs) M 4 9 1 R Cochrane 1 B 

7 00300- HEAVHAY USS (84) (C) (D) (Trevor WWwl) J BnOg» SBC _SWNbmrthB 

- 7 declared - 

BETTING: 5-4 Speedy Classic, 6-4 Krystal Un, 13-2 ftfemfly Brava, 12-1 Beat Of Our Days, 14-1 
Cameo, 16-1 Heavenly Mb*, 26-1 EngBsh Laly 
«Sft Doubto Oscar 5 9 13 Ale* Greaves IM (D kkhota) dam (S) 9 ten 
FORM GUIDE 

O paady CM—te Winner flames here and flret-raie chance on last wfrearti farm. Wei 
below beat afterwards, but sta comfor tab ly won darner here in November 
Boat Of Our Gaya: Fb* aprWar last year tor Chris Thornton, winner at this course 
twice In January. Plenty to find it Speedy Classic and Krystal Max run to farm 
Krystal Max: Wtan tvm nandcaps here and one at Southwel early in 098. OH course 
8 months. Below farm on three outings since but Wt effort on Best 
Cameo: Spritt maiden. Second n dassfflod Etnkee at Southwel In JUy Seventh of 
10 r handicap hare latest start after 4-month break. Stiff task at these weights 
Friendly Brave: An Infrequent winner but good eflons n handcapB here last tour 
starts, third to Add Test on Saturday Should agon be placed 
English Lady: Showed some abity last May/Jure, but not much dtarwante. Eighth 
of « in handicap end sixth of 9 it maiden on sand here last two outings 
Hamanly Mbs: Without a win since Dacemoer 1996, triad In ptemy of dtemers In 
the Irtetvn. Has not run on the al- weather for long dm but used to act on it 
VERDICT. Qn farm (Ids should be won by either the ten-year-old Speedy Clas- 
sic or KRYSTAL MAX, bath of whom are at home on the track. This winters psr- 
fermancss Mjggest that Krystal Max is the more Stely te rut near hb best. Friendly 
Brave Is the one K) take advantage iftho farm horses both run badly 

l 9 1 = 1 VICTORY MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
1 rJ F) £2,750 added 3YO 5f Penally Value £2,087 

1 082- BARR BEACON (15) (Thorps Vernon)! Mb 90 L Carter 7 B 

2 52380- PISCES LAD (41) (J Fshcy & to G WManson) 5 Dow 9 0 P Doe (5)4 

3 05005- RAINBOW ROMEO (B) (E* Rmy) J PoJtet 90 Gfoutowr(3)5 

4 TAWN AGAIN (BBMonhJTD Baton 90 OPeani 

5 00- YBflKA VITESSE (18) (Kswi ShaW) T D Etonon 9 0 KknOertey Hen (5) B 


DO- VIMW VITESSE (1B)(KM>ShiM)TD Baton 90... 

DO- DIVA ITARGBfr (46) (D LancasiBF-Snth) WMaBB Martin Dwyer Z 

2- IA PIAZZA (QlUrfomen Racing) Whaepas 8 9 .Dane OUell 3 

00006 RHJ0LE (18) (PD Evans) PEwreBB 


9 2300/ 

e 00003- 


i is asssaggi^jj aa ^a gj ' 

S SSJ HKSRflfiSfejfc==3BS: S 


B 00006 RaJOLEMIPDEvaraj PEwneBB T G McLaughSo 8 B 

BETTING: Si-1 UPteaa.61 Borr Bacon. 4-t Ptocas Lad, 8-1 Riddle, !M Mnbow Romac. tewn 
Again, 161 Vsrrika Vfansa, 261 On DTArgem 
m B« Ot Of 3 9 0 DS«I Mdfewm M t» p Thornton) drawn (5) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Barr Beacon: Mkf-diwsion In sprra maidens at Leicester and Woh rertia mptoa oh 6 
months In between, i'/- tengths second to of 7 to Kayo Gee over this course and 
rfaunee latest start matee him one far the ehon-SsL Bttsrwd flro Ume 
Pisces Lad: Form pick on 5f turi effans last summet OH course over 4 months be- 
fore being wel beaten from fagh (haw here fa November on al w o a ho r debut 
Rainbow Rom so: Something fa find on farm, uvroven on a6woather (one poor 
run at Southwell) and there are further big doubts with this fta attempt a 5f 
Twm Again: Debut appearance far this geUng by mier Then Again out at a takty 
lawful 2 yo sprttt winner who has had two whnare from ihree previous foals 
Van But Wane: By Puissance out of a dam who stayed Im. No farm credentais 
alter last months a llorts carer 6f at Mfalverhampcon and 71 « Southwefi 
Dftre O’ Argent Has a dacent Gprfatfag pecSpee. No farm fa twj sprint events at South- 
weir November, 11th oMG fa a seler on second occasfan 
LA Ftaa* tiOOGgJnBa Pcfeh Pafaot% 11-2, 6 lengths secom olBID Piiva Prospect 
h maiden here last week. Progreso wotid make her the one to beet 
Riddle: Modest debut farm but very Into since, facfadrtg fa dfamers end fa visor 
VERDICT: 'town Again ta an unknown quantity and should be noted r the bet- 
dng, Without Wit, those 8) ooncarerateon are Barr Beaeon, La Pfazca and PtSCES 
LAD. The last-named looked above avoraga on several of tfaa are last summer and 
Is thfl farm selection, but La Piazza shaped wel n a Bt race last week and afraid 
go eiooe H she has coyb on far that debut etfbrL 


14 - MdicfiretJ- 

SSSRKSSWSS SMSSS* H a 

BIub Anchor. IM Rowfandsonc Cham. Cry For Freedom, LMh Be* 161 Mheis 
2S; 1 ™ (C Dwyer) tfenm R 10 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

SSSB! 

SSltalSSa Charm: SuccessM 4 nmwhera 0 wertn) but Maya farther «w 

2Swwb ^ 5 lengtte when 2 rw m C^guard Hero ow OO r Jwk to 7b 

SSlrfUiTn- SiS SteT? SnoShBed an^^wort S tunas on the AWM dto- 

SteS^hSlwS^Sfae Wand was beaten 33 lengths when 9th ot tt btfwid 

from T 7 outings on the tief and AW. he was . 
a MfSfaStwife « Fakenham n October. . 


fo /ic| BARRY DENNIS HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV II) £2,750 
\* M \ added im Penalty ^felue £1,757 

1 tn» HARPOONLOUE(39(CI9{E[UBCbbSeuKdAUnfatiiBgaiQel)99C-5Vnteni1h3 

2 05063 HUTAHADETMCTm(KGRsdtatflD9hBs5BB -J Faming 12 9 

3 00336 CAVBSRaxi(4S(Wtoni JKdM RHsmr<BB DmOIMMO 

4 0QM6 W0ffSDeDP)W(PDE«ns)PBsre6B3 JRSpenctr(3)5 

5 0)6<1- tratNOCM(Wflg(Sl4itTO{tacingU3NLA8notta48D TGMai«rth7 

6 0B800- C0NTENTHENT(1n{B8niieedAdMM^MnGKMatey5Btl PFrtdartc*sp)4 fi 

7 *536 SQUARE IUS MBS f<5q(CQ{PRteaan)NBeiiyB 97. -NCtefittll 

8 00206 inSlflDn£fI02)(IAhselHi)DGtopn3i4B5 

B 00056 SURPRESA CARA (17) (toss JJeFterwj) B Jcriwn484 NDsyBB 

t) 00056 IKreRMUNNfiJy(17)P)JCoriB Rating Ud) 4 JiriflrsBBI .TW»rm2 

It 53006 CLQNOEW1) (Ifl (to*snBWTVBi) R roan S B 0 _.GB«tlMM9 

12 00666 PBWP^p5)(MraArtheii8fW^URd^ — PNortmi 

8ETTMGS61 HfahNoon.61 Mutehadeft .61 CavenWd.7-1 Nor’s Dwd, 61 Ca*affliMnt,12-1 
HBpoon Louie, Square IOe Mte. Surpresa Cam, 161 otbere 
BBS: Mogll 5824 QtAai 4-1 fT Nwghkxi) efrawn (8) B ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Harpoon Uufe: FawirtB, won Rromwr seler over cause aw doanca fa Decenfaer 
tS7. Won twfao fa Belgium before credBabfe fourth here fa November 
Uutahadath: Fair d-wOMher taw tnjm 7110 9f W wfafae Ffatt run sinee Septem- 
ber when 8 lengths thrd ot * at Southwel on Saturday. Uaafy Hnkored 
CwerafleM: Chanees on nsveKfengpreus thed d 15 over 7t (stays fat) here on a6 
we a th e r debut nNovembec but dfeappeinting at Wfaterhampton later fa month 


which will take place on their 
doorstep on 28 March, and 
their search for a horse to go 
one place better than Swain, 
last year’s runner-up, has now 
extended to South America. 

Lignify. a five-year-old mare 
who won a Group One race over 
12 furlongs in her native Ar- 
gentina last year; is the latest 
recruit to the royal blue silks 
and is now on her way to Dubai. 
There she wQljoin other recent 
acquisitions including High- 
Rise, lastyear’s Derby winner; 
Xaar and Saratoga Springs, as 
well as Comeonmom and 
Worldly Manner, both of whom 
were bought from the United 
States. 


UNGFIELD 3. 
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More: 

C 

N 

L 

S 

T 

fioitin Sptedoir 4-1 

4-1 

M 

4-1 

4-1 

DedretiM 

7-1 

8-1 

7-1 

162 

61 

Afetterer 

7-1 

6-1 

fl-2 

61 

61 

Darts Dock 

W 

7-1 

61 

7-1 

61 

Antidote 

9-1 

7-1 

7-1 

61 

61 

Raspberry Sana 7-1 

7-1 

62 

62 

61 

SofendBay 

91 

51 

161 

52 

61 

UPeteFten. 

u-i 

61 

61 

61 

61 

Step On Degas 

W-1 

161 

W-1 

161 

~£i 

thnadTfaa 

W-1 

16-1 

61 

161 

61 

L-EstatteRuie tw 

20-1 

W-1 

61 

61 

Out Lie Uaglc 

W-1 

261 

61 

61 

61 

Hiss Dangeron 33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

3-1 


Eadm* a oarer tf» odet. (Cases T. 2. 3 
C Cad H tttem H| L Ladsfas S Srati* T tte 


Ivor’s Deed: Stays tm. Won darner and seSef (in Decamber) over 71 at this all -weath- 
er course last year. OveraL however, he ran far more poor races than good 
High Noon: mil treated, won tn Wolverhampton handicap 10 days ago by 2 lengths. 

6b hl^ier here Shaped wel here when non-stayer at T m2f tme before 
Contentment: Has won only one of 22 starts. In June 1397. Incons is tent snee and 
below best on this al-weather back, seventh of d owr 71 in December 
Square MBe Mksa: foi and 71 winner here last January Rather tfaapportirg on her 
four nets afterwards, and not seen after July. WM betted If back id farm 
AMs Middle: AS-weather debut Second test year no 7m dajrner and a 1m2t hand- 
icap. but mastered far more poor performances Unrated saice September 
Surpresa Cara: Looks to have a very raff task judged on her fifth in a 7f seSer and 
nmh in tn2f handcap (only 51b lower here) on this back fast two starts 
Mister Munnelfy: EasBy bsa SS8 run when second off 53 over im2f on tul on reap- 
pearance Off 37 now, chance on one of his three runs on sand the winter 
Clonoe: Won at Fdresnxie BO « Apr! and Kompten in August Has not always Im- 
pressed with attitude and ended 1999 with two poor efforts. Acts on equtrack 
Plppas Pride: Little s>gn ol abity on turt and no form r maiden and im2t handh 
eap (Bib lowar hare) on this atweather track last tiro starts n -096 

VERDICT There are plenty ot question marks over these runners, tew of whom 
can be rated upon to show their form SQUARE MILE MISS has not run snee July 
but gets the vote an her wfaraig farm over thla course and datertce 12 months ago 
Harpoon Louie, Mutahadeth and. n particular. High Noon have to be considered 
on more recant efforts. 

1 o' -f cl CORAL HANDICAP (CLASS E) £10,000 added £gS] 

I J * 1 J I fillies & mares 7f Penalty Value £6,938 V 

t 9U46 LE5TABLE FLEURfE ft 18) (CO) (MssNJefbd)S Smart 4100 R SturficknB (5) 3 

2 503*- DAWfE'S DOLL (Q {CD} (A Gordon] Mss G Kateroy 4 9 0 (Ba4 .P Fredericks (7) 1 

3 00022- ROBIN SPLENDOUR (IT) tP) 8 P Etancei 9 Dow 4 9 8 P Doe (5)2 

4 0006 DAVIS ROCK fW) (CD) (BF) IGcndcn 8 Cwnngharnt W Mur 5 fl 7 — JUartbilteywfi 

5 05442- AJRj DANCBt(7)(TPtetA RscngPwmshplMCharra4 93 .... J D Smith (3) s 

6 6004- SCOTLAND BAY (17) (CD) IdrstapfiBr W Wteon) P Met 4 92 ..S Drownn 13 

7 06006 STB* ON D8SA5 (SZ) (CD) (Ms Pone toi] Mrs A King 6 9 2 D Sweeney 9 

8 63066 LA PCIITE RAMBCHE (15) (M T Bevanl R OSlAan 4 91 JQukmlDB 

B 4B34- Altemous (4Z) (Dr Caflieire Wk| J Farotiaw 4 90 _..H Cochrane 12 

« 00006 IBSS DANGEROUS (10) (M G Qfan) M Own 48 B FNortcnll 

U 400B- HASPBHWY SAUCE (17) (C) (R M Cyzar) C C)per 5 8 10 G Faulkner (3) B 

t> 00540 OUT UKE MAGIC (4) (V%S E A Dmson) P Evans 4 F 8 _.Dane0T«B7 

0 03405- TANCRS) THES (7) (D) (Dodson £ Pamera] J Qtean 4 8 1 TW&BOB4 

-13 declared - 

BETTING: 4-1 RaWn Spteadm 61 DavtaRocfc, 162 A#g Dances 7-1 Raspberry Sauce, Daphne'* 
Dofl. 61 AmbHous, 161 Scottetd Bay, 14-1 L'EstaMe Fteurle, La Petite Ftamectae, 161 others 
WB. Dwb Rock 4 9 12 S Sandera B-2 (W Iter) drawn (4) 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

L’Establo Flauria: Won a ctaimer here n Jund but not run since being 18th ot El In 
a tin hancScap at Goodwood «i September. Stable 3 months without a Fiat winner , 
Daphne's Dofl: LigKIy-roced Hy and was left to wn easJy by 1* lengths on only 
her 2nd outing on the AW over CfD last week after the chalenging SooaJ Flound broke i 
a teg. Her 6fa punafty may prove too much 

Rotate Splendour Has finehed 2nd On both outings ortho AW and had Raspber- 
ry Saucq, who is only 2b better oft iust over 3 lengths in 5th when 2nd » Smart Kid 
here (tin) fast month 

Devta Rocfc Wfcn a seller at Wolverhampton (7f) fa November and could never go 
the pace when stepped up fa class there on Boxing Day when 8th to Mike's Double 
AJIg Dancer Looked as (1 she needs farther when second bertnd Mufcarrab here 
pi) last weds with Tancrad Times (same terms) 27- lengths away fa 5th 
Scotland Bay: Won twice tor Richard Hannon (inctodlng over C/D) and ran baler 
race ret 2nd outing tor new yard when 4th to Bald Oriental over tin here last month. 
Step On Degas: Has won 4 times (nefadfaa once over C/D) but has not rut on the 
AW since Msteng last of 12 here (tin) n Aprs and reappears after an Ti-week break 
La Petite Ffam adie: Poor farm In maidens and handtaapa and placed )ust once from 
6 outfafp. No improvement an the AW and finished nth of 13 over C/D last month 
Ambitious: Trias this trip for the first time and started evens favourite on her AW debut 
when 2nd to Bhuay Prince here (6f) fa November. WeU handfeapped on her tui form 
and worth another chance over this longer trip 

Was Dangerous: Successful on orf and the AW a cistances up to 6t but weak- 
ened halfway when 9th to Mite's Double at Wohrerhampton 181) an Bating Day 
Raspberry Sauce: Weakened owr If out when 5th to Smart Kid here (tin) Iasi erne 
and Is onty 2to batter oft with Roi&tn Splendour (2nd) tor 37* lengths 
Out Uka Magic: Whs making her 2nd appearance or the AW when 4th to Rasp- 
berry Sauce here (tin) fast month, but is only 5tb better in for 47* lengths 
Tancred Times: Is wen handicapped on her tul farm, theugfa was imitate fa quick- 
en node the firaj 2f when 5th to Miicarrab here (5f) fast month and meets Afg Dancer 
(2nd) on lb worse terms 

VERDICT Aflhough she is proving expensfro to fbfaw it may be twrtfi grving one 
more chance to AMBITIOUS, who has been dropped 5b ance flnbrvng fourth to 
Aoife over six tirtangs here it November. She e wel hantfeapped on her turf form 
and this extra futang may make bB the dtffaenca 

o AC\ NELSON HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3,500 added 3YO 
im 2f Penalty Value E2.671 

1 BS064- TURTLE VMlEYtloqfCazsnaue Clear HeghtRaongiSDoa 8 7 P Doe (5) 2 

2 356 SUPERDOLLAfJpTipSFtomsfBtPQfaBa „ .ACfart3 

3 0046 ORBITAL STAH (27) (ftartete BuJde. Daffey 8 KnQW P Hams 3 t3 _ -A Citont 9 

4 00466 ROLLING F80 (WQ (Ho5fartesgngneerlngLiraad) P Hastens 9. _P Goode p)7 

5 0004- ZOLA (B5)R4Qulin)M Quint B 6 FNortnne 

6 40034- CHAU3BHNY (14) (J Bagged) TD Banai B 4 _TBpnlt65 

7 0050- AlOffi APPLE (27) (toiid Alter) RHamon 03 P ROfttooa (7) 1 

8 3006 BU*urTREEp *g (Udeel <M) D Chapmai 8 2- J Fare** 8 

B 0606 BURTONS F0L1T (7) (C Burtn & R ngan) R Ingram 7 G GBredwai4 

t 00066 UALOK( 8 HlGHr 2 oen) PHgwtog 712 JOtenlO 

-Ifldtdwd- 

BETTWQ: 61 Chalcedony, 6-1 Ante Apple, Orbital Stw. 7-1 Super DoIk Rtdtog Bo, Bwttra 

Foflj 61 OtbBoi Star, 161 TltrUe Valley, 161 othora 

«6: teta 3 8 11 P P Mipiiy ffl 61 (J S Moora) dram (5) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Turtle Valley: Disappointing maiden at 6f to tin fast season tar John Dunlop, raid 
5J300 guineas. Triad in bOnters final start Debut on sand and for new SUM 
Super Dollar Fair farm In three hrl maidens (81 and 7f ) fa October. Prospects of 
staying tin 2 f on pgdtyee. but looked rattier headstrong last season 
Oibfial Star: Modest farm over tin test Iwonarw as 2ya staying on to be fourth of 
O fa mriden at Doncaster and fifth of 12 in mraary on the track. Dropped 3to and 
catrfws the eye stepping up In trip mfa with form already on the aana 
RoiBng Rio: Promsang n maidens first time starts but cfeoppototng in two ram- 
arie& only sixth of g wmn stepped up to 71 a Wbhmtiampton penuittnato rrei 
ZobK S'/, lengths fourth of fa fa m2f safer at Lstcester final ?yo start. No probiems 
with Btayfag the trip, Indeed may need further. AB-wsather debut today 
Chalcedony: Oft cou« 5 months before rmkng frame in two nureenes on South- 
wel aHresdier. Raced wide last time, over tin. Bred to day Vn2t tetereeting 

Annfa Apple: Led post in 71 seler at Fofcestone. In style suggesting she w« proba- 
bly stay the tirct Below form in nursery here next ttine, ret first run far 37= months 
Family Tine: ttfon tin safer at Ayr In Saphfrtwr on final ran lor Barry FHft Has shown 
Rile In three ntesories snee, two on sand at Southwell, and hard to fancy 
BurtoM Fofly: No Uirt farm before 9 lengths thW of 7 fa Ouestuary h im sefer here 
in December Not the mosi sold of credentials, but Beaty to stay tin2f 

Malchlc Ufon a tin 9elng handcap at Laicastei (i September. Slmved Rtie most 

starts afterwards ural 3rd of 6 over 7f hem last week 

VERDICT: Ths ts fotheuing. with sevaral posdfe iiforovers stepped to tn 2 t 
Annie Apple fate nto tnaa csegory. as doe3 Orbital Siar who has a previous cred- 
itabte effort on this surface But the best opbon is CHALCEDONY who makes h£ 
debut at Ungfield but has two good efforts (from two sons] to Ns name on the at- 
weather at Southwea. 


RACING/21 

Katarino the top 
Triumph fancy 


KATARINO. THE impressive 
winner of both his races in 
Britain so 6a; is favourite far the 
Triumph Hurdle. Nick Hen- 
derson’s four-year-old, who 
raced three times over hurdles 
and once over fences (at Au- 
teuill in France, trotted up by 
10 lengths from Sherganzar at 
Newbury in November and 
came out again just four days 
later where he notched a high- 
ly impressive 11 -length victory 

over the useful Simply Gifted at 
Cheltenham, with Dangerus 
Precedent, the subsequent 
Prestbury Park winner, a fur- 
ther 1? lengths back in fourth. 

Istabraq, the defending 
Champion Hurdler, remains 
the hottest favourite to retain 


ANTE-POST 
U P DAT E 


by Ian Davies 

his crown since See You Then 
In the 1980s, although French 
Holty, the winner of the Christ- 
mas Hurdle at Kempton, is 
providing some opposition. 

TteetonMUL who impressed 
in the Henn essy and the King 
George VI, has hardened as the 
Gold Cup favourite since Flori- 
da Pearl, lastyear’s impressive 
Royal & SunAIIiance Chase 
winner, fell in the Ericsson 
Chase at Leopardstown. Do- 
rans Pride, winner of the Eric- 
sson and placed in the last two 
Gold Cups, is available at 12-1. 


LADBROKE HANDICAP 
Horae ftarowerra Cot! 

HURDLE (2m) 
«hM LaOrakn Stanley 

fan 

Adwesf |NUeafcnist5b) 

7-1 

7-1 

7-1 

61 

7-1 

knpefcim Orttai (E OQatylisr A) 

Staoey Itidra 3ln J iteirgtwiia 

Genensa U tesewna =W 

11-1 

61 

61 

61 

61 

161 

161 

161 

M-t 

161 

Snow Dragor (N Msdsnis SD W-1 161 W-1 161 161 

Back fatten (Jc Ktey-tisjabi 

261 

61 

61 

61 

61 

Gjo-SmuPjflyinCaCtii 

Hjtan GotJ (W IMraitoa TW 

61 

61 

61 

W-1 

W-1 

61 

261 

261 

W-1 

61 

ShsmM G Dcnotaemsi 5ti) 

FEtm Joeta (>J MafcTia a» 

261 

261 

61 

261 

61 

261 

61 

261 

61 

261 

111 Tow For A Ml (IV lUnSitsti 

25-1 

261 

261 

261 

261 

Robr Prospect (P Htobs |GB(/llsi Obf 

Regency Rake lALTLtatfte 9b> 

U-I 

261 

W-1 

261 

61 

261 

U-I 

261 

261 

?6l 

SBwaJdlujFObrennostQbi 

261 

61 

261 

61 

261 

261 

61 

261 

Sadien Raate (P wranra 2U 

Andhra Footage (D Morns Bbj 

261 

261 

61 

361 

261 

361 

261 

261 

261 

361 

Arctic Mater |MJP Ofteana) 
Cakncn»y»to«te.’t)a Br) 

Danheen CNW lA j kfctoiwatoa 8U 

GenSe Ifaaiy (P Ncbnnoa 3bj 

5-1 

361 

361 

361 

361 

361 

361 

361 

361 

261 

361 

»i 

361 

361 

361 

261 

361 

261 

361 

261 

Ktetiatier(CRDd«'nsfi 

0m ton Fre Luck (Ms II Rnetey (®na3tii 

CD-I 

261 

26) 

361 

261 

261 

261 

361 

361 

361 

PatoK(WlktesTOatai) 

WreiCRodreflaan 

261 

361 

261 

361 

61 

261 

261 

NoAwa(PlkfeS9aab) 

361 

461 

«M 

33-1 

361 

GanMPOtafyiUsSti) 

461 

561 

33-1 

461 

361 

Heelm(SGafegs(GEViisl3b) 

361 

S61 

361 

£61 

461 

Eqttrisntul (G T LynteMi b) 

061 

GDI 

161 

mi 

2061 


Mwun ngN on M Ay. 6st I2te AB: 32dacteKl Oty30 canon 
fadwrayetyarar #»«*£, pbces f. 2.3.4 (Uqwtfcnm&B«i*44 


CHAMPION HURDLE (2m 110yds) 


Horse [Trainer) 

Coral 

WmHH 


aeoiey 

Yoke 

Istabraq (A P OBnenflrij 

11-10 

eens 

IV10 

11-10 

11-10 

Flrandi Ho* (Fife]*)) 
VMdba Sands (M Rpe] 

7-1 

U-I 

7-1 

Ifrl 

61 

14-1 

7-1 

frl 

7-1 

161 

BteringMndlUPM 

61 

61 

61 

261 

61 

Gray Shot fl Baking) 

61 

61 

61 

61 

261 

r® Suppose (R Ham) 

61 

261 

261 

261 

261 

MraeHDNchoM 

Otto 9w (J M Mna* 

61 

261 

m 

254 

261 

261 

61 

261 

61 

261 

Pridwfl(UPpe) 

Lady Cricket 01 fye) 

261 

261 

361 

461 

361 

361 

361 

361 

361 

361 
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TRIUMPH HURDLE (2m If) 


Hone (faro) 

Miififi 1 lendwor| 

Cttal 

61 

WnHi 

M 

latorakH 

8-1 

Stefa t 

161 

to 

61 

Honla La B (F DcunanFr) 
AteadfCRxraH) 

W-1 

W-1 

161 

261 

161 

61 

W1 

61 

18-1 

61 

□aogmtt PracodH (C Egani 

261 

261 

261 

261 

261 

NonUUdPNdMst 

261 

261 

261 

261 

&1 

NaarBM(Dftonbin| 

261 

361 

361 

361 

33-1 


261 

361 

461 

361 

S61 
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CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP CHASE (3m 2f 110yds) 


Horae (tiara) 

Donl 

Mtaffl 

Ladbrakn 

Sttotay 

to 

toon W (Mas VVHraisf 

Rorida Peart (WUWbM 

CyforUiSa[Ufae) 

Doran Frida NHuiganM 
EBcraMMtePfiChiixri 

n-4 

62 

61 

161 

H 

7-2 

62 

61 

61 

161 

H 

62 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

mao 

61 

IM 

61 

61 

161 

UnMatife Skier pi Rpd 61 6T 61 61 M-1 

SeeUoraBrateaaifPNcMs) 

2M 

61 

61 

W-1 

61 

SnyBay(S90«oa4 

61 

261 

261 

61 

261 

haptstel (tefl (RHudayW) 

261 

261 

261 

261 

261 

Stinply Dealing (T Eastatyi 61 361 361 361 261 
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RESULTS 


FOLKESTONE 
Gofag: Heavy 

1240: (2m eittOyds Being handcap hurtle) 

1. SIMPLY Mr A bvfeie 12-1 

2 Dauphin Bleu Mbs V Roberta 61 

3. Repeat Offer A Maguire 7-2 

Also ran: B-Stav Mbaam Ghtef (4H, 7-2 The 
Hying Doctor fSh), W-1 GreensUa Chte «M. 
6 ran. 1V«. to. 8. dst, 7 (Miss Z Davfeoa 
Woidfaghttn) Tola: £T1S0: fOtiQ, £t1Q DF: 
£500a CSF: £43,74. 

1.10: (3m 21 novice chase) 

1. EMERALD STATEMENT J3 Fenton 2-1 

2. Riparlua J Osborne 11-2 

3- Franchy Malta A Magitee 162. 

Also rare 16a few Sw Enough (41b), V-i 
Orphan Spa (5th). va-1 Mr Cheteea. 

6 ran. 5, 1 "A, 6, dlsL (D Grisaeti, Roberre- 
bridgeV tote: £200: £226 E22Q DF: £950. 
CSF: £12 jS0. 

1*46 (2m 61 nOytte novice hutfle) 

1. SALEEL Hr R Foirtsttt 1-7 lav 

2. Polyphory PHU»61 

3. Blade Spring LAspefi 16-1 

Also rro: 25-1 Hartiy Breeze (5th), 33-1 
Cherry PM (4lh). 

E ran. 7. 26, 18. a (Mra L Watiham, New- 
markel). Tbta CtlO; Clio. £13Q DF: £M£Q 
CSF: C203. NR: BaB Tax. 

2 . 10 : (2m maiden chase) 

1. ROCKFORCE J Ttord B-11 fare 

2. Bresate Hill B Fenton 14-1 

3. Emperor's Magic Kilohnson 61 

Also ran: 62 Mr P«e Man, 0-1 Swan 
Street (5ft), 14-1 Damfanit Choce, 25-1 
Royal Cakte (4th). 

7 ran. DbL 1 Vs at (P NSctoona. Shepnn 
Matot) Tbta: E1S0: ElTCl £290 DF: Ciam 
CSF: S1Q7& ML Galant Lord. Smart Guy. 
2.40: (2m ifltoydsiTHrasnwta heap hurue) 

1. INCLINATION A Maguire 61 

2. BmneafWBi Bella 

M rt i nro Guest IM lav 

3. Glacial Missile W Mamton 161 

Abo ran: 7-2 Qspaoff(«to,61 Gokten L*y 
tm. 6i Sandanta 7-1 Royal Ruler (5tti). 
7 ran. Me, a 0. 2, 5 (Mrs L Jewel Maidstone) 
-fate: £800: £2fiQ £130 DF: CE80 CSF: E2QB& 
3.10: (2m Ef amateurs handcap chase) 

1. FOTST MSTANCEJtoR Fodslal IM fav 

2. Jason's Boy Ur S Strange 7-2 

3. Cant Say Mr Jeremy Ybunn 161 

Also rare 4-1 Titan Thai (4th), 942 Scobfo 
GW (5th), fl-2 Hob Me Man (Bttt). 


TUUc £340; C1« £2/40. DF: DWQ CSF: £1166 
340: (2m if rtOyds handtoap hunfia) 

1. TOPANGA R Stodhofaw 5-1 

2. Dlstam Storm 0McPhttl64 

3. Johdamar. B Powafl 15-B taw 

Also ram 5-2 Ffaa fa The Raid (4th). 

4 ran. Vh. tSB, 1V«. (M Bradstock, New- 
boryt 7W« Om DF: BJOQ CSf: msa 
PfaCepoC D33JU Quad pot £380 

Race 6: £3207. Places: £8S7. 


SOUTHWELL 
Gong: Standard 

12-30: 1 . FIRST FRAUE (N Potato) 12-1 ; 2. 
Royal Cascade 4-t; 3. Flame Threw 61 
13 ran. 61 Moa FtepectfU (4th). Zb. sfvM 
(D Sham Newark). Tbte:CB40:SS3aCt5a 
£ 220 . DF: £5590 CSF: £5263 Wt Tafcvfad 
1 JXt 1. LAA JADEBD (N RofanJ) 61 : 2. Blue 
Hopper 18-1; 3. Bantarane 61 8 ran. i -2 
fav Nocturne (4lh). 3.6 (M FoUas^ South- 
weO) IMk caoty. £ 2 . 10 , £260, £170 DF: 
£2560 CSF: £TQ253 

160: 1.C-HARflYfR Cochrane) ri-4)t1av: 
2 . Mai Ibf 261; 3. Kosovo 61 13 ran. n-4 
)l fav Desert Invader ( 6 U 1 ). 'ft. 7. (R 
HoGnshead. Upper Longdon). Tote: £400: 

£wa Esao. £i?a df: esibo csf: cboso 

2-00: 1. IMT1AASH (S Whitworth) 6-2; 2 . 
General KMra 62 lav; 3. DaHIdye 5-1 15 
ran. 17-. 1 (D Haydn Jones, Pontypridcf) 
TMte £840; E25Q E2JSQ £240 DF: E252Q 
CSF: £3556. Tricast £17957. 

&30: 1. WHITLEY GRANGE BOY iC 
Lowthor) 2-1 fav; 2. Pipe Music 161; 3. 
Oabrof «-t TO ran 1%. 5 (JLEyre; Thkaki 
lbte: £300: £170, £2.tt, £359 DF: CSSl 
CSF: £2221 Tricast £23315, Trite na: 
£57040 

MO: 1. GOLDEN SYRUP (JOuirr) Tl-4; Z 
Nathan's Hero 2-1 fav; a Cyra 5-1 7 ran 
Ml 1'/«- (PHowIng Newmarket) Tola: C460; 
£240 Clto. DF: £43Q CSF: £751 
3 JO: 1. RAYWARE BOY (J Om) 61; 2. 
txm Bfuea 11 -B fav; 3. State Wind 11-1 7 
ran E 12. (D Shaw. Newark) Tote: £Y)S 0 ; 
£340 EUQ DF: mtt. CSF: E14J7 
Jtefcpot Not won; £872802 earned forward 
to Lvigfield today. 

Pfaeepec E487SQ Quadpot £820 
Place 6 : £108.15. Place 5: E 2 BS 
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Fifth Test: Australian opener escapes dramatic run-out appeal to punish determined England Innings 

Slater strikes with savage force 


ENGLAND had to endure two con- 
troversial umpiring decisions as 
well as another Michael Slater hun- 
dred on an other day of drama at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground. But, if the 
mistakes were unfortunate, Slater’s 
century, his seventh in 16 Ttests 
against England, was a spectacle 
few will forget in a hurry. If some 
hundreds are compiled, this one was 
created by a man whose boldness 
and power made light of a crumbling 
pitch on which just one of his team- 
mates made double figures. 

There must be something about 
England’s bowling attack that in- 
spires Slater like no other; and well 
though Peter Such and Dean 
Headley bowled they were power- 
less against his nniscularstrt*e-i£ay 
and nimble footwork. Indeed, so 
dominate was his 123 that it con- 
tributed 66.85 per cent of his side's 
total, a percentage only bettered in 
Tests by Charles Bannerman, who 
contributed 67.34 per cent of the in- 
nings total in the first-ever match be- 
tween Australia and England. 

On a pitch now turning extrava- 
gantly Such took 5 for 81 , though be 
mi gh t, have gone for for less had 
Slater not been about Using his feet 
to negate the spin, he hit Such for 
three sixes, two of them over long- 
off It is an area only players of great 
power and verve would contemplate 
against a ball turning in to them. 

But if they were the biggest hits, 
his most savage were saved for Dar- 
ren Gough, who in spite of his hat- 


by Derek Pringle 
in Sydney 

Australia 322 & 184 
En gland 220 & 104-2 

trick on be first evening has looked 
off colour Returning from the 
Paddington End, Gough's three overs 
costhim 24 as Slater unleashed a se- 
ries of lofted off-drives that Ian Both- 
am and Gordon Gree nidge would 
have struggled to tut harden 
One of them, a skimmimg blow 
that took about a second to crash into 
the boundary boards, brought up his 
hundred, a feat that took 165 balls. 
In fact, with Alex Thdor mysteriously 
bowling just five overs, only Headley, 
who once again bowled superbly to 
take 4 for 40, escaped punishment 
“I kept it as simple as I could,'* 
Slater said, explaining his master- 
fill innings. “I decided to play my nat- 
ural game and treat every ball on its 
merits. There was no point me 
being there if I wasn't scoring and, 
as for as I was concerned, I was just 
putting away the bad bah." 

Slater needed luck, however; and 
it came when he was on 35. Batting 
with Mark TOaugh, who dipped an off- 
break from Peter Such to straight 
mid-wicket. Slater; feeling a two was 
on, called Waugh through for a sec- 
ond run. What he did not reckon on 
was Headley's brilliant pick-up and 
threw from foe deep, a return that hit 
the stumps at the bowler’s end with 
Slater stretching to make his ground. 


SYDNEY SCOREBOARD 


TNnJ day of five. Australia nan toss Fxifci-iG 

AUSTRALIA - First Minings 322 [M E IVaugfi 4-73, 

1 2 1 . S R Wfeugti 96: D w Headtey 4,-52). j 

busings 2-17-1 4-1-104 3-0-244); S«5?25 .5-5-8 1^5 fe- 

.. , (Overnight. 13 f C* 0) 04-0 219-5-1S-U: TWor 5-2-04 <on« speH) 

MJ Slater cHeggb Headley 123 PMtnss: TOnd day (cneraHtit 13-01: 50: 101 

277 min. 189 balk. 1 1 fours. 3 sixes min. 232 overs. Lendl 74-4: ( suer 47. Heaiy 0) 

•M A Taylor c Stewart b Gough 2 34 overs. 100: 191 min, 44,3 nes. ISO: 248 run. 

30 mm. 25 both 562 over*. Ten 378-7: (Slater 122. MacGM 5) 61 

1 L Langer ibw b Headley 1 own Inings domfe 4.19pm 

1 1 mn S balk Surer 50: 1 5 1 min. 99 bads. 5 lours. 1 six. 100: 

M E Waugh c RampraKash b Headley 24 245 min. 165 balls JO tours. * rtns. 

79 min. 60 both. -S fours Z "*** 

D b sucb mk *«R ftSr 

.. * "P®"* _ c . . *A 7 Stewart st Heaiy b MaeOni 42 

11 AHM* c ,£ r *»£?V *> Such s 83 mm. 55 balk. 5 tours 

, i „ N Hussain not out 17 

S R Waugh b Headley 8 64 min. 47 bans. 1 tour 

36 mm. 29 Oafls. I four M R Ramprakadt not out \4 

5 K wame c Ramp/aXash t» Such 8 47 min. 31 ball s. I four 

23 min. 12 balk Extras |lb3.wl) 4 

5 C G MacGIII c Butcher b Such 6 Ibeal (for S, 125 into, 30 mn] 104 

46 mm. 24 bolls Fxib 1-57 iButther). 2-7? iStewarr) 

C R Miller not our 3 Bowling: McGrath 4-0-26-0 M spell); MKfer 9- 

75mm 9 bails 1-2SH* (8-l-IM 3-0-7-0): MacGUi 8-1-27-1 

G 0 MoSnUi cSuman b Such Q lh¥): *-'-**-' 1 1 W* 1 «*»«• 

° W 0 Progress: Thlrt d»«: 50: 48 min. 1 1.3 oven. 100: 

- 7 mw i :.? *** 1 1 Imla 26.4 oven; 

Extras (3b. I lb) 4 Umpires: R S Dunne and D B Haw. 

Total (287 mitt. 64.5 oners) 184 Compiled by Ja King 
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Peter Sudi obscures the view of Slater’s close call Sky Sports 


The response of the England 
pfeyercmftevianityw^ 
and the back-slapping had com- 
menced before umpire Steve Dunne 
called for the TV replay. Slater ap- 
peared pretty sure of hfe shortfall too, 
though he later denied it, saying he 
removed his gloves because he knew 
foe umpire wouM “take quite a white 
to make his decision.” 

The man that needed convincing, 
however was the third umpire, Simon 
Taufel, who bad officiated in Eng- 
land’s gam* * against Queensland in 
Cairns. Thufel had already given 
Justin Langer not out in this match 
to a direct hit in the first jzmings. On 
that occasion Almost evoybody else 
who saw that particular replay felt 
Lange; allhough dose, was infect out 

Slater also looked out, though the 
angle of the replay camera (only one 
per end as provided), as with 
Langei; was not precisely square on. 
lb compound matters. Such, who 
was preparing to receive Headley’s 
throw had his leg in the way of one 
camera. Other angles, if also less 
than categoric, also provided strong 
circumstantial evidence that Slater 
had foiled to make bis ground. 

“My first thoughts were that it 
was out," Slater said “But only be- 
cause (firect hits that look dose tend 
to find the batsman out of his 
ground From the camera angles foe 
third umpire had, it was the best de- 
cision he could make. 

“I got the benefit of the doubt be- 
cause of the camera angles. At the 
end of the day the umpire can only 
make a judgement on what he saw." 

Taufel, a printer by occupation, 
has clearly read Betrand Russell on 
If not him, at least foe letter of com- 
plaint sent by Graham Gooch to the 
match referee in Adelaide. It was 

thpre, rpm wnhpr, that tap thir d irm. 

pire had given Michael Atherton 
out, apparently in world-record time, 
after a dubious catch at slip by Mark 
Ihylor bad been referred to a replgy 

Here the extra umpire appeared 
to dwell so long over ids derision (at 
least four to fire minutes seemed to 
elapse) that existential dread prob- 
ably set in. England it seems, had 
been hoisted by their own petard. 

Yet whether Slater was in or out, 
the technology has once again been 
found wanting. If replays are going 
to be used for run-outs, the In- 
ternational Cricket Council must 
insist on countries using four dedi- 
cated cameras. In Australia, cameras 
would cost about A$6,000 (£2,250) to 
hire, although yesterday's an- 
nouncement by the ICC that finan- 
cial backing for any such schemes 
will not be forthcoming means that 
for foe time being, costs must be met 
by sponsorship, as is already the case 
in South Africa. Yet, while cricketing 
nous remains in short supply among 
some umpires, nothing less win do. 

Such incidents can have far- 
reaching costs and if you took away 
the 88 runs Slater scored after the 
incident, England now needing a 
weighty 287 to win, would hare re- 
quired just under 200. Mind you, had 
Slater foiled, someone like Steve 
Waugh, despite coming in at No 7 
with a dodgy hamstring, would prob- 
ably hare taken up foe mantle 

Fretting over “what might have 
beens" has been known to distract 
sides, who take their eye off the bad 
If the matter did irk them England 
did not show it and, having eventu- 
ally bowied Australia out fir 184, they 
began their innings positively, tak- 
ing four boundaries off fire balls in 
the opening two overs. 

In view of foe deteriorating pitch, 
both Alec Stewart and Mark Butcfa- 
erhad obviously decided to play shots 
at the pare bowlers while the tell was 
still hard. It was a sound tactic, 
though one tha t ultimately came nn - 
stuck when Taylor turned to spin and, 
more specifically, to Shane Warn a 

On Sunday; Wame had taken a 
wicket with his fourth ball back in 



a dash 
of Denis 



Australia’s Michael Slater lashes a ball from Darren Gough to the boundary yesterday 


Test cricket This time he had to wait 
until his sixth to bamboozle Butch- 
er with a top-spinner delivered from 
wide on the crease; so wide to fact 
that his back foot cut foe side crease 
and should have been called by 
umpire Dunne as a no-ball 
It is not the first time Dunne has 
missed something- he was the um- 
pire who gave Atherton not out after 
he gloved Allan Donald at Trent 
Bridge. Of course, TV cameras, 
powerless to reprieve the batsman 
on this occasion, caught it as dear 
as day. Still, it was a foolish bit of bat- 
ting, and Butcher's cavalry charge, 
more in hope than command, was no 


match for Warne's beautifully con- 
ceived piece of cunning. 

Fallowing his steady but unspec- 
tacular showing in the first innings, 
W&rne had been contacted by bis spin 
guru, Teny Jennet Whatever the ad- 
vice, it seems to bare had an effect 
and, not long after bamboozling 
Butcher he ripped three big turning 
leg-breaks past Nasser Hussain's bat 

Stewart, too, continued his posi- 
tive vein against the spinners, twice 
clubbing Stuart MacGiH for leg side 
boundaries a gains t the spin. There 
is a thin line between being positive 
and acting in a reckless manner; and 
Stewart, this time using his feet to 


tzy and hit MacGiD over the top, over- 
stepped the mark. Like his brother- 
in-law he perished well short of his 
ground as Ian Heaiy, ever alert to 
human lunacy, whipped off the bails. 

Aussies like Ian Chappell hare long 
advocated batsmen using their feet 
to wrist-spinners. What Chappell 
does not tell those he advises, espe- 
cially if they play for Eiigland, is that 
Australians have been doing it since 
the age of nine. Tb begin during foe 
fourth innings on a turning pitch in 
the final Tfest at the series was unwise. 
After ail, it was rash shot selection that 
Slater overcame to get back into the 
Australian team. So it is curable. 


West Indies clinging on England 

AIDED BY unusual South African gen- By Tony Cozier TV replays, to be a couple of inches overcome 

erosity in the field, the Wfest Indies in Cape Town short of his ground. a -m 

scnambled their way out of the Mow- * Another 61 were needed to avoid f\ 

o n on th e third day of the fourth Test South Africa 406-8 dec & 91-3 the follow-on with four wickets re- 

yesterday but still face two mme days West Indies 212 maining when he left and only the 

* missed chances allowed the West In- THE LANCASHIRE left-hander Neil 

fourth sucressive defeat A lead of 196 was imposing dies to get there. Wien South Africa Fhirbrother led the way as England’s 

Jonty Rhodes dropped Carl enough and, even with the early loss batteda second time, their progress ooe-day team beat the Queensland 
Hooper atcover point in the day’s of three wickets for no runs in the was slowed by the loss afGibbs, Gary Academy of Sport by 44 runs in a 
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Dravid helps India 
stay afloat in Test 


THE INDIAN batsman, Rahul Dravid, 
scored a fine ISO yesterday to steer 

foe tourists to a first innings lead of 
50 against New Zealand in the tiiird 
Test 

Dravid, helped by 7fi from the taC- 
ender Javagal Srinath, was the 
backbone of India’s 416, in which 
seven batsmen foiled to shine. At 
stumps on the third day, New 
Zealand were five runs behind, hav- 
ing added 45 runs without loss to 
their first innings total Of 366. 

Dravid, who had helped repair the 
inning s on Sunday after both open- 
ers went cheaply, filled foe breach 
a gain when India lost two early 
wickets to slump to 211 for 7. In foe 
first half-hour Nayan Mongia went 
for seven and AnS Rumble for a duck. 
Dravid and Srinath rescued India 
from a first innings deficit with a 
record partnership of 144, beating by 
one run India's {ffevious best eighth- 
wicket stand against New Zealand, 
between Bapu Nadkami and Ear- 
rofch Engineer in Madras in 1964-65. 

‘‘Whenever I felt tired or felt I was 
losing concentration, I looked at 
Srinath and felt refreshed and de- 
termined to keep on battling," 


New Zealand 366 & 454) 

India 416 

Dravid said after amassing his high- 
est Test score. Dravid’s knock last- 
ed just over eight hours and included 
28 boundaries, but fatigue finally got 
the better of him. He was caught 
after playing a tired-looking shot off 
Cairns. 


Ttdrd day, Indio non mss 

NEW ZEALAND - Hitt tmhMs 366 

McMman 92, R G Time 87, M 1 Home 63). 

HMA - An bnlnn 

N 5 Stdlu c ftrore b Calms 

A D Jadefa c Nash b DouU 

R S tfruwKl e McMHIan b Calms 

S R HmdtJlhar Um b Nash 

S C Ganguly < Fleming 6 Oouil 

*M AjhanxWIn c Fleming b Calms. .. 

IN R MongU c Home b fiash 

A KumWe c b DouU 

1 Srinath c IWose b Wbeman 

B V K Prasad noc out 

R Singh f Owning h Calms 

Extras (b7 R>4 W 8 nb4) 

Tbtal (12B.3 ooers) 


ICD 


...I 

..12 
190 
.67 
II 
..A 
J 
.. 0 
76 
..30 
. 0 
18 
416 


Fall*. 1-17. 2.17. 3-126, 4-164, 5-195. 6-204 7- 
21 1.B-355. 9-416 • 

Booling: Doult 36-15-64-3; Cairns 2? 3-3-1 n7. 
4 (nb3 W41; Nash 37-10-98-2 lw-4), VeiioH i*. 
2-71-0 |nb-J); McMillan 4-d.24-0: W^eman 

13-2-46-1. -wnan 

NEW ZEALAND - Second InnbiR 

M D Bed not out jo 

M 1 Home not out " j? 

Extras (lib, 1w) ? 

IboL (for 0, 16 om| „„ '^r 

Bowling: Prasad 8-2- 1 9-0; Singh 2 -Q- 1 5 .q, \ W1 
5rinatti2-1-4'0: Kumble 4-2^5 hJ 7W,W) - 

* •*** ' s p feming. R G Trme. C D McMillan 
1 A C Panne, c L Cairns, D s Nash. D L veiton A 
B Doull. P J WHeman. s 
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AFTER THREE such incredible daj’s 
of cricket, it is almost impossible to 
be cool dispassionate and reflective 
about any of it Michael Slater’s in- 
nings was one of those which every- 
one who saw it will remember to 
their dying day. Of course, he might 
have been given run out by foe 
third umpire when he was only 35, 
and probably should have been, but 
even that cannot alter the essential 
fact that this was one of foe most 
phenomenal innings in the history 
of Test cricket. 

It was not Slater's fault that 
from, the pictures he saw. the third 
umpire was unable to make up his 
min d. Slater is foe most ebullient of 
cricketers. He thrashed jubilantly 
about him in the second innings in 
Brisbane and he did something sim- 
ilar - if in a' slightly lower key - at 
Adelaide, but this left foe other two 
far behind. 

It was technically brilliant in a 
dashing, extrovert way which all too 
few cricketers are prepared to at- 
tempt these days, let alone able to 
accomplish. He was on the look-out 
for runs from foe first ball of foe in- 
nings and an early cut behind square 
for four off Dean Headley made one 
sit up and take notice. By them 
Mark Taylor had gone and, when 
Slater repeated foe stroke, Justin 
Langer was back in the pavilion. 

This was foe growing context of 
foe innings. Wickets were continu- 
aBy falling at the other end and Slater 
must harefound on him foe extreme 
pressure of foe situation, in that Aus- 
tralia might then have been losing 
a match from a potentially impreg- 
nable position. 

Slater must also have been all too 
aware of how important it was that 
he did not get himself out Yet he 
never gave the faintest impression 
that either thought had even crossed 
his mind. 

In 1947, 1948 and thereabouts. 
Denis Compton may well have bat- 
ted like this and if he did, one can 
understand why those who were 
lucky enough to be able to enjoy and 
appreciate him say that there has 
never been anyone quite like him. 
Slater now, with his daring footwork, 
some cheeky improvisations and foe 
glorious, darting extrovert flair , can- 
not have been so very far behind 

him 

The statistics of Slater's Innings, 
considering this was one played on 
a pitch which was turning square tal- 
tbough admittedly against only one 
spinner) were amazing. Perhaps 
the most intriguing of ail was foe fact 
that Slater scored a higher per- 
centage of his side's runs than an)' 
other batsman but one in a Test 
match since the very first innings of 
all, in Melbourne back in March 1877. 

Slater's driving was foe best and 
most exciting of all the strokes he 
played. He is of medium height and 
slightly built but he is strong and wiiy 
with that heaven-sent gift of timing 
which is given to so few. Twice he 
came down the pitch and drove 
Peter Such - who bowled his off- 
breaks admirably - far over mid-off 
for six and once he spun like Steve 
Waugh and swept him with violence 
over mid-wicket for another. 

La tec he came down the pitch to 
Such, drawing away to leg to leave 
himself a little room, and drove glo- 
riously through extra cover. Graeme 
Hick, who had just been moved back 
to long-off was powerless to do any- 
thing about it When Gough came 
back after lunch, perhaps feeling an 
ankle, Slater launched into a dubbing 
cover drive which simply smashed 
the ball past mid-off for four. 

Later in the over; Gough tried a 
slower one and it disappeared back 
over his head to foe Noble Stand 
boundary. Needing four for his hun- 
dred. Slater again faced Gough and 

another flailing drive through mid- 
off made sure he did not linger long 
in reaching that landmark. Come to 
think of it, I doubt Compton gave the 
impression of hitting the ball as hard 
as Slater did now, for his timing was 
supreme and his touch so felicitous. 

After tea. Slater returned to mul- 
tiple applause, immediately played 
another cut at Headley, got an edge 
and departed to foe standing ovation 
to end all standing ovations. His de- 
parture left us feeling limp and ex- 
hausted, yet as exhilarated as one 
might be after watching a high- 
wire trapeze act at a circus, per- 
formed without a safety net Cricket 
has not seen a much better high-wire 
act than this and, I can assure you, 
there was no safety net 
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AS THE two most powerful men 
in world football started a ver- 
bal scrap yesterday over the fu- 
ture of the World Cup, 
England's leading players’ rep- 
resentative said the game was 
in danger of “chucking players 
over a cliff” and ending careers 
prematurely through too much 
football. 

Sepp Blatter the president of 
Fife, world football's governing 
body, said over the weekend he 
would like to see the World Cup, 
currently played every four 
years, become a biennial event 
He added yesterday he would 
not expect his plans to be in 
place before 2008- because the 
bidding process for the 2006 
tournament, which involves 
England, is already under way 
- but fanned the flame s of con- 
troversy by spying there could 
be a taste of the future as early 
as 2004 with a scaled down 
World Cup to celebrate Fife's 
centenary. 

Lennart Johansson, who lost 
out to Blatter in last year's Fife 
presidency election and is now 
thepreadentofUefa, European 
football's governing body came 
out firmly against his rival's pro- 
posals. He pointed out that 
2004 was also Uefe’s 50th an- 
niversary and it would soon an- 
nounce the host for that year's 
European championship. 

U I find the idea ofa World Cup 
in the same year unaccept- 
able,” Johansson said. “The 
proposal to organise a World 
Cup every two years has not 
been officially submitted to the 
Fife executive, and the confed- 
erations, who would be strong- 
ly affected by it were certainly 
never informed or consulted." 

The matter is fifcefy to come 
to a head within the, next two 
months when Fife's Strategic 
Studies Committee, which pro- 
poses changes to internation- 
al football competitions, meets 
in Zurich before the next Ufa 
Executive Committe meeting 
on 11-12 March. Blatter is the 
chairman of the SSC, Johann- 
son is the depuly chairman 


By Nick Harris 

and the other five members on 
the seven-man decision making 
team represent a variety of 
views in the world game. 

If B latter’s dream comes to 
fruition it would force the Eu- 
ropean championships, cur- 
rently held every four years, to 
become a biennial event and re- 
duce it to a virtual World Cup 
qualifying competition. The 
South American and African 
championships are held every 
two years while Asia’s leading 
nation is effectively decided 
every two years by the Asian 
Cup and Asian Games football 


This is Fifa's Strategic Stud- 
ies Committee - the seven 
men who could change the 
future of the world's biggest 
sporting event when tney 
meet in Zurich before the 
next Fife executive meeting 
in March: 

Chairman: Sepp Blatter (Fife 
president). 

Deputy chairman: Lennart 
Johansson (Uefa president). 
Ocher committee 
members: 

Issa Hayatou (Cameroon FA). 
Jack Warner (Trinidad FA) 
Charles Dempsey 
(New Zealand FA). 

Nicolas Leoz (Paraguay FA) 
Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah 
(Malaysia FA). 

tournament, but Uefe is deter- 
mined to avoid joining them and 
has plenty of support 
“A World Cup is something to 
look forward to,” Sir Bobby 
Chariton, a leading figure in 
England's 2006 bid, said. “Wait- 
ing/br it increases the value of 
it A chaSgetweVery two years 
-would be verysad. I just hope 
it’s not based on finance." 

Ger StoEk, spokesman for 
the Dutch FA, which will co- 
host Euro 2000, said: “Wfe think 
it would be very tough from a 
medical point of view. There are 
already complaints about the 
demands on players.” 


Curbishley hits 
back over Vieira 


THE CHARLTON manager, Alan 
Curbishley, has hit back at 
Patrick Vieira as the war of 
words continues over the Ar- 
senal player’s sending-off at 
Hie Valley eight days ago. 

Curbishley's opposite num- 
ber; Arsfcne Wenger, last week 
accused Charlton’s Neil Red- 
feam of “cheating" by feigning 
a facial injury so that referee 
Uriah Rennie would send Vieira 
off for swinging an elbow. But 
Curbishley insisted: “Vieira was 
the cme who was cheating be- 
cause he was breaking football 
laws by using violent conduct” 

Vieira, who was red-carded 
for the fourth time in his 27 


month-long Arsenal career; mil 
now start a three-match sus- 
pension next Monday unless his 
dub succeed in an appeal to the 
Football Association to have the 
sending-off decision rescinded. 

However, Curbishley said: 
“I don't believe Arsenal have 
any hope of getting the decision 
overturned. Vieira raised an 
elbow with the intent to rqjure 
Redfeam and the fact that the 
elbow did not connect with his 
face is irrelevant.” 

Curbishley’s comments fol- 
low an attack by Manchester 
United’s Alex Ferguson on the 
Double-winners, accusing their 
players of enjoying a “scrap”. 



The Uefa president, Lennart Johansson, has expressed disapproval of plans for a biennial World Cap Reuters 


Stalk’s views were echoed by 
Gordon Taylor, the chief exec- 
utive of the Professional Foot- 
ballers’ Association. “Well be 
looking at a 12-month season,” 
he said, speculating on the pos- 
sible consequences of playing 
a major international tourna- 
ment eveiy year. 

“It’s like lemmings, chucking 
our players over a cliff. It might 
get to the point where weT have 
no players left or they’ll all be 
playing patched up.” 

The scenario where some 
players would be expected to 
compete in annual league pro- 
grammes, domestic cup com- 


petitions and European dub 
competitions, as well as in bi- 
ennial ’ffiorid Cup and European 
Championship tournaments, 
would be “ridiculous” Thylor 
said. 

“It's only going to shorten a 
pfeyer's career,” he added “It’s 
bp to the authorities like the FA 
and ourselves to say *we need 
a breathing space.' If we cant 
have the whole of June blocked 
off. or at least one month, ide- 
ally in the summer, we need to 
look at the football passport 
idea [where limits are set on the 
total amount of games each 
footballer can play per year) * 


Taylor added that fit and 
healthy players no longer seem 
to be a priority. “Were getting 
patched up players not playing 
at their best We've got to start 
looking after them.” 

Fife denied yesterday that 
BJatter's proposals would im- 
pose too'many demands on 
players and added the plans 
would simply help feed de- 
mand. 

“We see every four years at 
the World Cup what an enor- 
mous appetite the global foot- 
ball public has for competition 
of this land,” a statement said. 
“The finances generated by 


the event would help the na- 
tional associations in their con- 
tinuing efforts to promote 
football at all levels, to achieve 
abetter balance until the major 
dubs in a handful of western 
European countries.” 

Blattec who as the Fife pres- 
ident and chairman of the 
Strategic Studies Committee, 
is in the position to impose his 
will, said: “We are going to get 
down to consulting the nation- 
al associations as soon as pos- 
sible. Personally, I believe in it 
strongjyand will put all my en- 
ergy into bringing this reform 
about” 


Lightning 
Owen ‘is 
no diver , 


MICHAEL OWEN has been de- 
fended against accusations of 
diving by the Port Vale centre- 
back he tormented in Liver- 
pool’s FA Cup third round 
victory. 

Liverpool's teen sensation 
was booed by Vale fans who 
claimed he made a meal of a 
penalty area challenge during 
the 3-0 win, but Vale's Paul 
Beesley insists it was only the 
England player's phenomenal 
speed which made it look like a 
dive. The 33-year-old Port Vale 
defender came up against 
Owen for the first time in his ca- 
reen and the Liverpool -born 
Beesley hopes it does not hap- 
pen again. He said- “If I had to 
face him every week, Td be grey. 
He doesn't dive, he's just so 
damned quick it looks that way.” 

Owen won the penalty, 
scored it himself, and created 
the third for Robbie Fowler in 
a dazzling display of lightning- 
fast fbotbalL 

Beesley, who boasts a solid 
career during which he has 
pfeyed for Wigan, Leeds, Man- 
chester City, Sheffield United 
and Leyton Orient, said he had 
encountered no one like Owen. 
“Up until Sunday, I'd managed 

to miss playin g against him” he 

said “I will probably be old and 
grey when the next chance 
cranes around, and it will be too 
early.” 

Owen’s team-mate, Patrik 
Berger; has revealed that Liv- 
erpool’s re-discovered form 
could be down to their manag- 
er Gdrard HouDier's tough new 
regime. The Czech interna- 
tional midfielder says that since 
Roy Evans departed the new 
team of HouQier and the old An- 
fleld stalwart Phil Thompson 
have imposed a stringent code 
of discipline 

Liverpool players, who once 
gained a reputation as the 
game’s Spice Boys, have been 
banned from using mobile 
phones at the training ground, 
have had a new diet imposed on 
them and have to stay in a hotel 
the night before home matches. 
Berger who almost left Liverpool 
before Houllier resurrected his 
Anfieldcareeq said “There have 
been a lot of small distipKnaiy 
changes. I don’t know how the 
other players feel, but they’re 
professional footballers. They 
have to do what they are told. 
Some players may notHke it, but 
thafs tough.” 


By Tommy Staniforth 

Berger, who played for 
Borussia Dortmund before. . 
moving to Anfield, admits the 
new approach is the reason for 
improved results. He added . 
“The discipline in Dortmund * 
was far stricter than in this . 
country. That’s starting to hap- . . 
pen now because the conti- 
nental trainers are tightening 
up on discipline. There's a dif- 
ferent mentality and upbring- 
ing over here. It's not what I 
was used to in Germany and ' 
the Czech Republic, it’s far 
easier.” 

Liverpool have jumped from ' 
12th in the FA Carling Pre- 
miership to seventh with con- 
secutive Premiership victories ' 
over Sheffield Wednesday Mid- 
dlesbrough and Newcastle, and 
carried their rich vein of form 
into the new year with Sunday's 
FA Cup third round win 3-0 at 
Fort Vale. 

The Aston Villa manager; 
John Gregory, yesterday ad- 
mitted his side were missing 
Dwight Yorke, the striker they 
sold to Manchester United, but 
backed Paul Merson to fill the 
void as the Premiership title 
race gathers pace. 

Merson is back in training at 
the club's Bodymoor Heath 
training complex after having 
an injection to ease the back 
problem he has been suffering 
for the past three months. Gre- 
gray is hoping to play in reserve 
matches over the next nine 
days to confirm his fitness for . 
the televised match against 
Ever ton on 18 January. 

Gregory said: “We are still 
missing Dwight Ybrke at times. 
There have been quite a few oc- 
casions with us this season 
which would have been ideal for 
DwighL There were times last - 
year when Dwight won us - 
matches away from home 
when we were under the cosh, 
times when he kept the ball and 
created situations at the other 
end of the pitch. 

“F^ul Merson is very similar • 
He can do the same sort of ; 
thing. He has got a bit more 1 
guile than some - and we are ; 
going to need him. You never 
know with back problems what 
can happen. They are so deli- 
cate and aqy one of us can be 
struck down by a back problem ; 
at any time. But he seems ; 
okay." ! 


Brolin escapes injury after elk accident 


Sweden 

TOMAS BROUN, the former 
Leeds United and Crystal Pal- 
ace forward, escaped unhurt 
after his car was in collision 
with an elk on a road in central 
Sweden at the weekend. 

Brolin, who retired from 
playing football last August 
also played for Parma in Italy 
and the Swedish national side. 

“My guardian angels helped 
me,” Brolin said. “1 am very 
lucky not to have been injured.” 
He is not the on|y Swede who 
has played in En gland to have 
such an accident Klas Inges- 
son, the former Sheffield 
Wednesday midfielder, almost 
missed the 1994 World Cup 
after driving into an elk. 


Spain 

REAL BETTIS have hired a pri- 
vate detective to track down 
Celso Ayala, their wayward 
Paraguayan World Cup de- 
fender. 

Ayala went home before 
Christmas and did not return. 
“He was supposed to return on 
31 December and we have not 
heard anything since," the 
Seville dub's president Ruiz de 
Lopera, said yesterday. 

“I know he wants us to hand 
him back to River Plate," an 
angry Lopera added “This is 
not going to happen. Either he 
plays for Real Betis or does not 
play at all." Ayala was signed 
from the Argentine dub at the 
start of the season. 
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The pkyer claimed in his one 
brief message to the dub that 
he had put off his return be- 
cause of the health of his fath er 
“But now it appears his father 
has not been ill and we are fed 
up with his delay,” Lopera said 


Meanwhile, struggling Ex- 
tremadura pulled off the shock 
of the Spanish League season 
when they beat the leaders, 
Mallorca, 1-0 on Sunday. 

A free-kick from Toni Vela- 
mazan after 30 minutes hobbled 
in front of Mallorca's goal- 
keeper; Carlos Roa, and the Ar- 
gentine World Cup player 
misjudged the bounce. 

Mallorca mounted a sus- 
tained second-half assault on 
the club who started the day 
bottom of the 20-team division, 
but could not penetrate the 
Extremadura defence. 

Cameroon 

FIFA WORLD football's ruling 
body, yesterday suspended 


Cameroon’s football federation, 
Fecafoot, for an indefinite pe- 
riod excluding the national 
team and the country's clubs 
from international competi- 
tions and friendly matches. 

The dedaon, which takes ef- 
fect immediately, was made 
after the west African country's 
sports ministry sent a fax to Fife 
last week containing reserva- 
tions about previously agreed 
plans for the federation, Fife 
said in a statement 

“Fife greatly regrets that, in 
spite of its numerous efforts and 
the patience it has shown in its 
handling of Cameroon’s case, it 
has been forced to take such a 
decision.” The suspension also 
means Fbcafoot the Cameroon 
federation, loses its voting 


rights at the Fife Congress. 
Fife dissolved the federation in 
November due to a series of fi- 
nancial problems and appoint- 
ed an interim executive to run 
the organization for nine 
months. In late November, 
Cameroon sports officials and 
the Fife president, Sepp Blat- 
tec met in an attempt to resolve 
the problems that led to Fife 
dissolving the ruling body. 

The interim executive was 
charged with revising Feca- 
foofs statutes and managing 
the country's football until a re- 
placement executive was elect- 
ed. It was also asked to settle . 
the association's debts, pay 
salaries due to its staff and set 
up fully functioning offices and 
equipment 
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SKI HOTLINE 


Resort Area Comment Slopes (cm) Last temp Forecast 
Detailed Independent snow and opffn Lwr Upr SfWW 

weather reports from 1 80 resorts ANDoraw 

Soldeu 95% Great Siting 70 100 4.1 1C Changeable 

First, obtain the access code for AUSTRIA 

the resort of your choice. «mwslemmlOO% wa/sluslypm 40 60 23.12 -2C MM 

Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO 843 Otoergirfgl .... 90% Goodhignerup 30 120 22.12 -3C Milder 

(the fax lists codes for 1 B0 re- Bulgaria 

Fbmpoi’ovo..l00% EwSentcowr 50 Si Ti 2C Cloudy 

To listen to the latest snow and • — — . — — ■ — — — — 

weather report: Lake Louise 100% Fresh powder 90 145 30.13 -I4C Light snow 

phone 0901 « 70 051 + code FRANCE — 

Fiafne..- 60% upper runs best SO 145 31. T3 -1C Pt {Sooty 

For a fax copy of foe latest anow Tlgnes.._ 70% - Hghmns preferred 40 110 24.12 -1C Changeable 

and weather report: FTAiy ■ 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 -I- code canazel 100% Compact/scarce 20 30 3.1 -4C Ouerust 

Madesimo.... 50% Valle ell Lei good TO 120 2.1 -3C Changeable 

NORWAY . 

Gel la 100% Excellent «wer 60 60 30.12 -5C Cloudy 

SWITZERLAND 

A detailed four-page summary Of ^ Fee.-... 60% Fresh powder snow 20 150 Ti 1C aright 

conditions In 180 resorts united STATES 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 Mammoth... 100% Packed powder 120 150 KrZ -2C Oewtfles 

Information supplied by Ski Hotline 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 3*5 

Cans to 0901 cost «Jp per mfct. 0906 cost El per min. 0870 calls are standard nadeiul rare. 


r On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. | 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 

The report ad 
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BASKETBALL 
BUDWEISER LEAGUE: London Towers 
B1 Derby 76; Newcastle 71 Sheffield 84; 
Thames mney 120 Chester 102. 
UNI-BALL TROPHY (Snap A: Man- 
chester 79 MU con Keynes 61; Worthing 77 
Leicester 79. droop EL Greater London 
89 Edinburgh 81. 

BOWLS 

WORLD INDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 
[Hopcon-on-Sea, Norfolk) Pairs Bret 
rewind: M King and A Adcock (Engl be G 
and G Campbell f5co) 7-32-7 7-61-7 7-5; 
G Robertson and R Corste (Swl bt P BlacK 
and N Gibson (M) 7-2 7-3 7-0; 0 Smith and 
ngj bt G Dennis and M Roberts 


A Thomson {Eng bt G Dennis and M Roberts 
(Wal) 7-0 1-2 7-0. 

CRICKET 

SHEFFIELD SHIELD (Real dayarftmrl! 

Tasmania 370 (DJ Marsh 77. J Cox 77. S 
YOung 75: M Uwess 4-891 and 207 for 2 ID 
HUs 50): Victoria 408 for 8 dec (S Craig 
T28no). Match dream. 

DARTS 

Phil "Bylor, of Stoke, beat the North 
Oieam newsagent Peter Manley 
6-2 in the final of the Skol PDC 
Championship at Purfieet on Sun- 
day to earn his seventh world title 
In 10 years. 

5HDL PDC WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
(areas Unrein, Parfloot) Filial; P Tay- 
lor (Stoke) tx P Manley (North dream) 6-2. 
EMBASSY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


rtwwwtxttcowrxom 


Surrey) Bret round: R Baxter [Eng) bt 
R Burnett (Wat) 3-0; c Srompe (Netn) bt 
D Rfcftaitfson (Engl 3-0: R Schoften (NechJ 
bt J Walton (Eng) 3-0. 

FOOTBALL 

Sheffield Wedhesday are giving a trial 
to the Swedish huemaaonaT strik- 
er Alexander Osrlund. The 20-year- 
old. out of contract ac AIK 
Stockholm, will play for the Owls re- 
serves against Burnley tomorrow. 
Leeds have agreed to switch their 
FA Cup third-round replay against 


Rush den and Diamonds from next 
Tuesday to Wednesday 1 3 January, 
at the request of (TV who are tele- 
vising highlights of the game. 
Manchester United's FA Cup fourth- 
round tie with Liverpool win be tele- 
vised live by Sky Sports on Sunday 
24 January, with a noon kick-off. 

FDCTUHE CHANGES; lUrinmiklr FonttaE 
League: Hted 3 March: Barnsley v Bradford 


r/rom 2 Mwcfi) 
wed 13 Jammy- Leeds v Rushden A Dia- 
monds tfram 13 January) Fourtli round: 
Sou 24 January; Manchester Urd v Liver- 
pool (fmm 33 January). 

INTERNATIONAL PRflENDUf; Ivory Coast 
3 logo 1. 

SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Spanish 
League: Red Zaragoza 3 (Gonzalez 40. San- 
tiago Aragon 73. Nnoseutc 79) Depordw La 
Coruta 1 (Zlam 291. P unag i i u* League: 
Sporting 1 Ben ffcd 2; Maritime 3 Baavista 0. 


ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: Edmonton 3 Philadelphia 3 for): De- 
troit 3 Chicago 1. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NORTH-EAST DIVISION 

W L T OF GAPES 

Buffalo 20 9 5102 69 45 

Tor on to 21 14 2 117 105 44 

Ottawa 18 13 4 10S 83 40 

Bosom 17 13 6 94 81 40 

Montreal 12 IB 7 82 100 31 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 
New Jersey ^_21 10 4 104 92 46 

Pt>n»d*lpfc£ji 18 9 10105 B2 46 

Pictsbiitxfa 16 10 7 96 90 39 

NY Ranrara 14 15 7 98 96 35 

KYblaadm 13 23 2 90111 28 

SOUTH-EAST DIVISION 

Carolina .18 14 6100 9142 

Rorfd* 12 7 90 96 33 

Washington 12 20 3 BO 91 27 

Tampa Bay 9 24 3 75 123 21 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL DIVIStON 

W L T OF GAPts 

Detroit 19 16 2 116 102 40 

St Lean 13 12 9 93 89 35 

Iteslnflla 13 20 3 86 M3 29 

Chicago 11 22 4 81 121 2G 

NORTH-WEST DIVISION 
Colorado __„16 IB 3 88 96 35 

Edmonton ,1S 17 4 99 97 34 

IftmtOMoor __13 20 4 99 M2 30 

c*lg«rj« 12 22 3 98 MS 27 


PACIFIC DIVISION 

Pagan 24 5 6 107 67 S4 

Phacota J1 8 4 95 63 46 

Anaheim 14 14 B S7 S3 36 

San Jose 11 16 B 75 83 SO 

1m Angeles 73 21 3 87 98 29 


RALLYING 

The Spaniard Jose Maria Servia col- 
lected his first stage victory in the 
Dakar rally yesterday when he took 
the 451km fourth section between 
Tan Tan. Morocco, and Bir Morgrein. 
Mauritania. The SchJesser driver 
was 3min 19sec ahead of the Ger- 
man Jutta Kleinschmidt. who kept 
Che overall lead in a Mitsubishi. The 
defending champion Jean-Pierre 
Foncenay of France, fifth overall at 
the start of the day, lost ground ar- 
ea - three successive punctures to his 
Mitsubishi. He is now 10th overall, 
45 minutes behind the leader. In the 
motorcycle section, BMW won its 
first stage since its return to the raDy 
last year, thanks to Spain's Oscar Gal- 
lardo, who took the overall lead 
ahead of his team-mate Richard 
Salnct of France. 

DAKAR RALlY Foortfa stage (515km, ta- 
efufiw a 4S1ba dared ration. Dm Em, 
Morocco to B(r HUc ugrelo . HurltMU) 
Cars: 1 JM Servia (SplSdilessef 4hr lSmln 
Msec; 2 J Kldnschmidl |Gef| MksuebW 
+3mbi19sec3KSeNeseer (Frj Sdilesser 
+5:47, 4 H Masuoka (Japan) Mltsubteta 
+12:21; 5 K ShEnozuka (Japan) MteuUshi 
+ 16-36: f TDe Lavefgne [Fr) Nissan 
+23:21: 7 S Servia (Sp) Nissan +26:14:8 
G DeMevuE (Bell Nissan +16:59: 9G Gram- 
met (Bell Mitsubishi +36:19; 10 J-P 
Foiuenay (Fr) Mitsubishi +40:01- Overall 
■cnflngs: 1 Kleinschmidt Bhr 4HW1 47sec 
2 J M Servia +Grrtti 06s«: 3 Sereesw 
+8:28: 4 MosuoM +10:57: S Shlrezuka 
+31 :07: 6 S Servia + 33-J26; 7 De Lauergrw 
+35:08; B De Mevks ^41 -46: 9 M Prieto 
(Sp) Mitsubishi +45:01: TO Fomena* 
+ 45:03. Motorcycles; 1 0 uallaitio iSnl 
BMW 4iu 3 1 min lOsec 2 F Mconi fill KTM 
Ml +4:40. 4 C 


+2; 49: 3 R Salnct fFri BMW +4; 
Sotelo <5p)femana +5:43; 5 A Cm ( 


Sotelo (Sp) tenure + 5:43: 5 A Cox (SA1KTM 
1 1 0:00: 6 T MaereWI (Fr) KTM +1 0:48; T 
J Katrlnak (Cz Rep) KTM + 1 5:57; B E Onoa 
(ll) KTM +1G;44; » J Bruey (Fr) BMW 
+ 17:40; 10 J Roma (Sp| KTM +17 57. 


Overall uaadfaagK 1 Gallardo 8nr 1 5 min 
4scc 2 Sainct +imln 56see 3 Cot +3:29; 
4 Meonl +3:47; 5 Roma +5:19. 6 H Wnl- 
ipdtter |Aut] KTM + 1 3:57: 7 G Sala (It) KTM 
+ 16:11: B Sotelo +16:56; 9 Katrlnak 
+ 18 JO: 10 OridJ +J8.37. 

RUGBY UNION 
NPI CUP Stazh-roand drew. Notch a*d 
MliBmrtt DMAk Dudley Klngswinrani v 
Vbieof Lone; llhesnn v Old Laurendans; Pen- 
rith v Driffield; West F&rit St Helens v akj. 
wlnians. London A Sorefa Ease and Sooth 
West DhfbkMK Bamsople v Dings 
Crusad er s Gnderford v Basingstoke; Mald- 
srorevCambome;5ewenoakSffSisiiop'sStorfr 
fonl. foes to oe played Saaroay 33 January) . 
TETLEY’S BITTER VASE Stxtb-TMKxl 
draw: North aid Mdtad DMsfcm: Heaton 
Moor v Leeds CorindWrt5; Scarborough v Old 
Hampton la ns; SHBans v Rushden S Wgh- 
am; WelfcwbOtWWh OG or Ikiton upon Sev- 
ern vKnorungtey Loodea A Sooth East and 
Seech Wk DMsIeas: Aim or Femtanlans 
v CBtOmorm: Bfflertuy or DCS Old Boys * 
MMnaJJ; Hucdecora void TlRMans; tetbury 
» St Just, files ro Deployed Saturday 33 Jan- 

uory). 

SNOOKER 

5C0TTBH OPENJBtackpooJ) Hr*e tfuai- 
ifylRg rotted: 5 reunion (Eng) bt sw/- 
sud (ms) 5-3; A Career (Eng) bt B RowsmNI 
(Eng) 5-1: D McDonnell (Eng) bt W TUaat 
(Eg) 5-2; K Helgasoti flcei bt B Haneueer 
(Bel) 5-i;GDum(Sra)KNitobenson(M&} 


S-O; P Carney (Era) bt G Nauile (Can) 5-3; 
J Delaney (Irl) bt M Cutabr (Malta) 5-1; M 
Johnston-Alien (Eng) bt □ Hackeson (Eng) 
5-3; M IMtson (Eng) tw N Naran ISA) 5-2; 
) Vbunger (Aus) bt 5 Gill (Eng) 5-3: R Hull 
(Fin) btM Bray 


Jtimston-ADen (E 


TENNIS 

HOmAN CUP MIXED TEAMS TOUR. 
NAMBNT (Perch. Am) Roand-robln 
phme Stmdaa bt Unkad Sexes 2-1 {Swe 
names first): ACaibson tost ta L Daveroort 
6*2 6-0: J BJortaren bt J -M GamMII 6-2 6-4; 
Blorktran ana Carlsson bt Gomblll and Daw 
enporu 7-6 6-4. Frame bt Spain 2-1 (Fr 
names (bst): S Tfcstud bt A SanChtt-Vieario 
6-4 6-3: G Raou* bt C Moya 7-6 2-6 6-3: 
Raoux and Ibstud bt Moya and Saneitez+flc- 
arid 7-5 7-5. 

ADELAIDE MEN'S HARDCOURT QtAM- 
P10NSMPS SWlm. Ant RMoefc 5 Draper 
(Aus) bt J Glmebtob (US) 3-6 7-6 6-3: G 
Kuerten (Bra) bt J Gotmard (R1 7-5 6-1; J 


StoUenberK (Aus) bt A Dl Pasquale (Fq 6-1 
6-4: M Tbbbutt (Aus) br 5 Lareau (Can) 6-3 

3- 6 6-1 : D Hit»ry (Sterafcjbc M l\*rta (Are) 

4- 6 6-1 7-5: T Enqvist (Swe) bt M Wfood- 
forde (Aus) 0-6 6-4 6-4: L Hewitt (Aus) bt 1 
N Kfcfcr (Get) 7-5 6-4. 

AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S HARDCOURT , . 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (Brlatuaal Sh«tes, ' 
first rotred: A SusKema (Japan) bt C Morar- 
lu JUS) 6-2 6-7 P3: R Dnsome (Rom) bt ' 

E ucarkovB (Ukr) 6-1 6-3: S Pltkowsil (Fr) . 
tx A Monk (Aus) 6<3 6-2; wane ShLTUw . ■ 
(Xahwl be S Pltdike (Aut) 6-4 7-6; M Sema - 


N Decpy (R) bt T Panova (Rus) 6-1 2-6 6-2. 
MICfOAND WOMEN’S CLASSIC Sto- 
cks. fleet round: S Farina (It) bt A Glass 
(Ger) 6-4 7-5: J Halard-Decug» (Fr) bt j Ne- 
JeeDy (Can) 6-3 6-3; B SchtttlAut) M E Wag- 
ner (Ger) 6-1 6-0: M Alejandro Venn (Men) 
bt M Wrtismws (Ger) 57 6^J W* F fabat 
(Arg) be R Hudson (NZ) 6-3 6-2:MShaus- 


nessy (US) bt L Golarsa (It) 6-1 6-4; M 
Sanchez Lorenzo (Sp) bt A Kramer [Unj 3-6 
6-3 6-4. 

I TODAY'S | 
NUMBER 


The number of goals 
scored in the Spanish 
First Diinsion at the 
weekend, the fifth 
largest tally in 
Spanish football 
history, and the 
highest in 43 years. 








Wiseman’s 
exit signals 
FA scramble 


KEITH WISEMAN did not go 
quietly when he finally quit as 
chairman of the Football Asso- 
ciation yesterday but his final 
denials of wrong-doing were 
swiftly drowned outlay the man- 
ifestoes for change being issued 
fay his potential successors. 

Wiseman had spoken for an 
hour at the FA Council’s meet- 
ing at Centre Point, central 
London, before accepting he 
would not sway the popular 
mood baying for his head. His 
resignation follows the exposure 
of a £3 Jim payment offered to 
the Football Association of 
Wales in return fiir its vote in the 
game's chambers of power. 

The attention swiftly moved 
to a Lancaster Gate hotel where 
three putative successors were 
gathered to inter the Southamp- 
ton coroner's career in football 
politics. They were there to 
bury Wiseman, not to praise 
him, and there was talk of a 
“new dawn", the game “moving 
forward" and “unity". 

Behind the smiles, however, 
Geoff Thompson, the acting 
chairman until an election is 
held in June, David 
Sheepshanks and David 
Richards were plotting their 
campaigns. None have formal- 
ly announced their intention to 
stand - only Ken Gates, the 
Chelsea chairman has declared 
himself - and there will be 
much horse-trading before 
inclinations dose in May; but all 
have an eye on the prize. 

Before the election, Thomp- 
son and David Davies, the act- 
ing chief executive, will be going 
to Fife, Uefa and Scottish and 
Northern Irish FA’s to “apolo- 
gise" for the FA’s recent conduct 
in its pursuit of the 2006 World 
Cup. “Bridges need to be built”, 
Thompson said. Davies added: 
“Lessons need to be learned" in 
respect of the World Cup bid- 

The pair wQl also try and im- 
plement change to the Council 
itself on the back of a working 
party report into restructuring 
the FA which is to be published 
later this month. Should they 
succeed in this difficult task, 
they may end up working to- 
gether permanently. 


FOOTBALL 


by glenn Moore 

Thompson, who seems cer- 
tain to be the candidate of 
choice for the amateur game, 
will first have to fight off the 
challenge from within the pro- 
fessional ranks. That will come 
from Sheepshanks or Richards. 
Hie latter has the Premier- 
ship's support the former is 
more likely to win an election. 

Bates, the outsider; chose 
not to speak to the media yes- 
terday, leaving Centre Point fay 
the back door. It is understood 
he played only a minimal part 
in the council meeting. 


WHO WILL BE THE 

NEXT FA CHAIRMAN? 
David Sheepshanks 

Ipswich chairman, aged 46 
Impressed with stewardship of the Foot- 
ball League where he recently stepped 
down as chairman. Well-groomed, 
ambitious and smart. The Favourite. 
Geoff Thompson 
Sheffield <5 Hallomsh/re FA. S3 
Yorkshire magistrate and barrister. 
Failed in attempt to become chairman 
in 1 996 but will hold position until June 
election. Prominent representative of 
the FA Council's bedrock, the county 
FA’s Second ravourice. 

David Richards 

Sheffield Wednesday chairman. 55 
Preferred choice of the Premier League 
two years ago. he finished third behind 
Wiseman ami Thompson, having failed 
to attract votes from elsewhere. 

Ken Bates 

Chelsea chairman. 67 

Already campaigning via the tabloid 

press. Long, controversial and ultimately 

successful stewardship at Stamford 

Bridge. Would attempt radical change. 

Rank outsider. 

Davies, meanwhile, is yet to 
declare himself a candidate for 
the chief executive’s position, 
which is unlikely to be filled 
before June. However; his talk 
of “vision” and “unity’’ was not 
out of place among the prelim- 
inary campaigning. 

Wiseman left; with a sop, the 
council unanimously record- 
ing. in bis words, that they 
“wish to make it dear that no 
aspersions have been cast on 
ray integrity or honesty". As a 
coroner by trade that was im- 
portant to him frough ft begged 
the question as to why he bad 
been forced to r esign 


Thompson said it was be- 
cause of two “grave errors" of 
judgement first in agreeing 
the deal with the Welsh (part of 
a foiled attempt to gain a seat 
on world beefy Fife's execu- 
tive), and secondly in not pass- 
ing it through the relevant FA 
committee. 

Wiseman, who will retain his 
position on the board at 
Southampton, will not be 
lamented A compromise choice 
when elected in the s umm er of 
1996, he managed to alienate 
both professional and amateur 
sides of tee game He was said 

by Davies to have told the coun 

cfl he was “sony" but there was 
no mention of an apology in his 
statement 

Whether bis successor will 
fere any better depends 
whether the reforms, promoted 
by Durham’s Frank Pattison, 
succeed “Vfe are endeavouring 
to streamline the board [which 
has 90 members] while retain- 
ing its broad base," he said. 

Pattison chastised Bates for 
his recent pronouncements in 
the press, which have included 
criticism of England coach 
Glenn Hoddle and other FAstafE 

“Some of these were unfor- 
tunate for a director of a com- 
pany," the 62-year-old solicitor 
said. “Inaccurate information 
was given out on subjects which 
should not be in the public do- 
main. Some cf teecoramentsat- 
tributed to him would be a 
mastec^iece in de-motivation of 
staff" 

A six-month election cam- 
paign to stretch yesterday’s 
“unity” now seems inevitable. 
This was illustrated when the 
group were asked what abilities 
fee new chairman would re- 
quire. Thompson said: “In- 
tegrity, leadership, vision, an 
ability to understand tee whole 
of tee game and convince tee 
council of tee need for change." 
Sheepshanks, the businessman, 
agreed, but added “business 
managem en t skills " 

Not mentioned were an as- 
tute political antenna, patience, 
luck, a thick skin and eyes in the 
back of your head - to see tee 
knives being sharpened 



The former FA chairman Keith Wiseman leaves the Centre Point building, London, under guard following his r^gnatwm yesterday ABsgprt 

Sharpe signs for Sampdoria 


THE TUESDAY CROSSWORD 

No .3$ II Tuesday 5 January by Aelred Monday's Solution 



ACROSS 

I One having no difficulty 
as Mr Chips? (4,6) 

6 Fish? That’s a thought 
(4) 

10 Not literally mix with 
Romans? (7) 

II One in clear might be 


21 


23 


12 


discharged as such 7) 
Luddite nates loom as 
being detestable (9) 

13 Name onfy applied to 
man-made fabric (5) 

14 Marriage service in 
church left by Commu- 
nist male (5) 

15 Will try a time to cap- 
ture soldiers (9) 

17 Intoxicate about 2 males 
to cause a mess (9) 

20 Lengthy delivery from 
doctor with implement 
(5) 


Poor diva holds piano to 
be flat (5) 

Estimated distance 
round king left no space 
<6,3) 

25 Don't travel enough to 
suffer (7) 

26 A waiver in reuse of 
channel (7) 

27 Work regularly back to 
cover English sound? 

(4) 

28 Different agreements 
about territory right in 
the past (10) 

DOWN 

Write to gangster of his 
servitude? f5) 

Give resume of season’s 
lookers, we hear (9) 
Dismissal of strutting 
Jesuits etc? ( 0 , 6 ) 


4 Achieve success as ven- 
dor in open market? 
(4*3) 

5 Priest replaced conserv 
ative in too much, say 
(7) 

7 Live as wife in depres- 


i come 


I 


Sion (5 ) 

8 Reportedly against 
province about to o 
to birth (9) 

9 Norm’s one who puts u> 
with outstanding' leadei 
( 8 - 6 ) 

14 Take words back to _ 

5 of us from revolting 

16 A woman with power 
has to speak and vanish 
(9) 

18 It locates one of us capi 
tally? (3,4) 

19 Delight in French 
monastic s inging (7) 

22 After games boy rose to 
use bike (5) 

24 You and I will enter ter- 
ritory that’s compara- 
tively quaint (5) 


©puMehcd by lodepundcm Newspapers ilIKJ Limiivd, 1 Canada Square Canary Whart London EI4 SDL, and printed a Mirror 
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to end Elland Road nightmare 


LEE SHARPE yesterday be- 
came David Platt’s first signing 
as Sampdoria manager when 
he joined tee Italian club on 
loan for tee rest of the season. 

The Leeds winger; put on the 
transfer list by tee Elland Road 
manager, David O'Leary, last 
yeai; has moved to the SerieA 
dub with a view to a permanent 
transfer. A United spokes- 
woman confirmed: “Lee Sharpe 
flew out to Italy today and has 
joined Sampdoria on loan.” 

Sharpe, a former England 
international, together with 
Tomas Brolin, was the York- 
shire club’s record signing, 
costing the then manager, 
Howard Wilkinson, £45mwben 
he moved from Manchester 
United in 1996. However, -a 
serious knee injury set him 
back and even when he was fit, 
he feQ out of favour with George 


By wvn Griffiths 

Graham and teen O’Leary. He 
has made three starts for 
Leeds this season, the last 
against Roma in tee Uefa Cup 
on 3 November 

The Nottingham Etarest chief 
executive, Phil Soar has dis- 
missed speculation that Ron 
Atkinson, the former Aston 
Villa and Sheffield Wednesday 
manager is poised to take over 
as manager at the City Ground 
Dave Bassett's future as the 
fbrest manager is uncertain - 
tee club have gone a record 17 
Premier League games without 
a win and crashed out of the FA 
Cup at the hands of Portsmouth 
on Saturday. 

Atkinson's name has been 
linked with a possible return to 
management with Forest, but 
Soar said: “As far as Tm con- 


cerned tee manager’s position 
remains unchanged. I know 
nothing about Ron Atkinson." 

The Everton manager, Whi- 
ter Smith, is ready to raid his 
former Glasgow opponents, 
Celtic, for the striker Simon 
Donnelly. The former Hangers 
manager is poised to open dis- 
cussions with Donnelly to talk 
him into joining the 
Merseysiders either now or in 
the summer 

S mith could offer a nominal 
fee to Celtic for Donnelly of 
around £300,000 to sign him or 
wait until he is a free agent at 
the end of the season. Donnel- 
ly has rejected a new contract 
at Celtic and has been linked 
with Monaco, but a move to 
Everton is more likely. 

ITV were yesterday unre- 
pentant in tee face of criticism 
from leading managers about 


tee timing of tee fourth round 
draw for tee FA Cup. Sheffield 
Wednesday's Danny Wilson 
and Bruce Rioch, of Norwich, 
complained after tee draw was 
staged at 4pm on Sunday, while 
the round three tie between 
their two sides was still taking 
place. 

However Carol Mflftvard, of 
TTV, insisted tee channel was 
well within its rights to hold it 
immediately after the Port 
Vale-Live rpool tie, which was 
screened live by tee chann el 

“We have a contractual 
agreement with the FA to show 
tee draw and it made absolute 
sense that we show tee draw at 
the end of our match, when the 
highest number of football fans 
are watching,” she said. 

“The FA were happy with tee 
choice of slot It was agreed 
with them that we would do it 


C ’ U. 

obvious time to do the i 
The former Crystal 
midfielder Darren Pit 
taking legal action again 
dersfield and defende 
Reid, who has left the di 
Tbrriers, who have hac 
served on them by so 
acting for Pitcher, insi 
will defend any actioa 
The lawsuit has bee 
after a challenge betws 
players in the match 



damaged cruciate Ilga 
Two months ago, th 
ford striker Gordon 
won a High Court claim 
figence against Hudd 
and their defender Rev 
after he suffered a bra 
in a First Division mat 


Extra cameras not on ICC’s agenda 


THE INTERNATIONAL Cricket 
Council has said that it will not 
provide financial backing to 
any programme aimed at 
improving tee third umpire 
system following a disputed 
and possibly crucial ruling in 
the fifth Ashes Test in Sydney. 

England's hopes of drawing 
the series with Australia were 
dealt a potentially severe blow 
when Steve Taufel failed to give 
Michael Slater run out when he 
appeared to be short of his 
ground. Slates on 35 at tee time, 
went on to make 123 out of a total 



BY STEVEN BASER 


of 184, leaving the tourists need- 
ing 287 to win at tee Sydney 
Cricket Ground and move level 
in the series at two games each. 
Pngfand may yet triumph but 
should they HI' TSsufeFs decision 
vrifl be identified as the turning 
point in tee deciding Test 
However; tee ICC is reject- 
ing suggestions that it should 

invest in a scheme to set up four 

fixed cameras level with tee 


wickets at each side of tee 
ground. “We’re not looking to 
fond it at this stage,” Clive 
Hitchcock, the ICC’s cricket 
operations manager; said. 

“There’s a huge cost 
involved in doing it Some coun- 
tries are going down that road 
and providing square-angle 
cameras at each end - South 
Africa have that and it is spon- 
sored by Panasonic. 

“It’s something that we're 
working on because some 
countries provide better facili- 
ties than ethers and we're look- 


ing to see if we can make it stan- 
dard across the board. 

“But it's the responsibility of 
the home board to provide cam- 
era angles in liaison with the 
host broadcaster and at this 
stage, we're not looking to fond 

it ourselves." 

Repeated television replays 
made it seem Slater was short 

of his crease after the stumps 

were broken by Dean Headley’s 
direct bit from deep mid-on. He 
was given the benefit of tee 
doubt, but even the Australian 
opener believes it is time for 


more cameras to be used to stop 

simi l a r controversies. “If you’re 
going to have tee third umpire, 
then get tee cameras in place 
so it is conclusive," he said, 
Hitchcock added: “When the 
third umpire makes his deci- 
sion, he’sgntto be 100 per cent 
sure that the batsman Is out. If 
he’s not, the benefit of the 
doubt goes to tee batsman. I 
guess tee guy has applied that 
when he’s looked at the televi- 
sion replays." 

Derek Pringle, 
Henry Blofeld, page 22 
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We are all of us in the gutter; but some of us are looking at the stars (top to bottom) Russell Grant, Shelley Von Strunckel, Jonathan Cainer and Marjorie Orr 

What planet are you on? 


M*e gods, what a year “Sorting 
W out a more satisfactory emo- 

M tional base” for my life was 

W “the driving motivation" for 

the first half, while “high amb- 
jHf itkms^ took up the second- My 

■ - nearest and dearest were a 

shocking liability throughout 
^HLh One“far^ member” acted in 

“erratic unpredictable ways" in February A frankly 
knackering “social whirl” in early spring was fol- 
lowed fcy “a more demanding mood" in which every- 
one had “over-high expectations" of me, the fools. 
Everyone in my entire Hfe seemed “on edge” in April, 
but then *jomt finances" improved and I threw my- 
self into a “secret 'romance" which, all too pre- 
dictably, rm afraid, made 20 April “sticky* 1 . 

I was “emotionally top^y-tmyy” on 7 May but, 
hang on cue, “finances" improved again, once they ■ 
were given ray “wholehearted attention". My 
“sunny charm" knocked everyone dead in eariy soin- 
mer, enabling me to keep my ‘'hidden agenda” up 
my sleeve, before! legged it to “fly free" to “greener 
pastures". But sadly, by July my life had descended 
into turmoil once more: an eclipse of the sun warned 
me that “a career push" was “vital", and it was all 
I could do to stop ntysdfbeing“distiaeted"^ 
ional muddles”. Sadly, my professional clear-sight- 
edness didn't stop another bout of -sticty moments" 
-and i strove unaraffingty to "keep my temper 
■steady”, “hold to compromises", and “find a mid- 
dle way between neither pushing too hard nor being 

pushed around". • - 


My family, not surprisingly; found themselves “on 
tenterhooks" in August, as I flailed about in this 
socio-economic maelstrom, and the kmdly attention 
of “dose partners" was thwarted as they found, yet 
again, my “attention diverted to sorting out fin- 
ances". Honestly it’s like bang married to Gordon 
Brown. As the year drew to a dose I narrowly avoid- 
ed having to “rub up against rather tricky people", 
and reftised to “suffer fools gladly" around my birth- 
day on 24 October; contenting myself with “pulling 
strings behind the scenes”. 

1 certainly didn’t want any “unresolved dutter”, 
as! approached Christmas, and “getting finances 
into shape” when rd rather have been out getting 
sloshed, meant 1 had to “resist the temptation to 
fly off the handle”: But luckily I found “a gentle way 
of letting off steam" - possibly at the Priory in Roe- 
harapton - and ended the year bravely staring at 
“the momentous turning-point of the century”. • 

Because, as you will have guessed, the year I’ve 
been looking lack on wito such drained exhaustion 
is 1999. Tve just been reading Marjorie Orris 
month -by-month horoscope ip The Express for my 
life; rfeht through this year; and by the time I reached 
the end, I felt like lying down in a cave until it was 
all over It’s not the “predictions" that bother me - 
nothing concrete is predicted - it’s the prevailing 
note of frantic emotional activity. According to the 
clairvoyant Ms Orr, I will spend theyearon aroller- 
coaster of emotion, swinging between confusion and 
impotent firry endlessly upset, bothered, under- 
valued and overprovoked by puzzling spouse and 
traitorous wo& colleagues, forever balancing the 


BY JOHN WALSH 
You don’t need to be 
Russell Grant to predict 
what sells papers 
in January. And you 
don’t need to be 
Carol Vorderman to 
deduce that our 
dependence on the 
stars is not entirely 
logical. But all the signs 
are that horoscopes 
have a future 


account boobs and constantly defending myself 
against strange, unnameable crises. 

I do not know Ms Ore but I suspect she is the 
kind of friend we all need in a crisis - one of utter 
unflappable conservatism, whose conversation is 
a succession of emollient platitudes about casting 
no clout, taking the rough with the smooth, not 
throwing out the baby with the bathwater. She would 
never, you feel, be the one to say “Oh for God’s sake 
just leave the bastard", or “Of course you should 
take the job", or “Just try a little snort of this, you’ll 
like it". Fbr she is one of the nation’s leading “sun- 
star columnists" as hack astrologers are sometimes 
called, and her function is to reassure - to whisper 
in her readers’ ears that, although their lives are 
amazingly mouvementes. they must try not to be 
swept away by the stormy emotions and crazy 
scenes with which their days will be filled. 

Astrology is an odd profession, beginning in Baby- 
lonian starlight, 4,000 years ago, made up of equal 
parts mathematic calculation, astronomy, pagan 
gods and post-event his tori co-psychology. It may 
seem a long way from the divinations of the ancients 
to the crystal balls of Marjorie Orr, but some things 
have never changed; the seriousness of its believ- 
ers (who have included Hitler; Gandhi, Rupert Mur- 
doch and the Abbey National Building Society), the 
money-spinning potential of its newspaper columns 
with their phone-line spin-offs ithe late Patric 
ffelket; Russell Grant and Mystic Meg have all been 
reported as earning £500,000 a year) and the extra- 
ordinary grip its cryptic bromides still exert on our 
imaginations. When the Darwinist Professor 


Richard Dawkins trashed the whole subject of 
astrology in The Independent on Sunday in 1995, 
saying that its professional exponents should be 
jailed for fraud, the resulting correspondence filled 
acres of newsprint 

At this time of yean it’s also a goldmine for news- 
papers and magazines. When the next 12 months 
will pitch us straight into a new century and into a 
whole thousand-year epoch, the whole business 
takes on a kind of epic urgency: the only thing big- 
ger than the passage of centuries, millennia and eras 
is the firmament itself, whose stars have outlast- 
ed them all, and from which we try to learn what 
will become of us and how we should live. 

Apart from being perhaps the only metaphysi- 
cal impulse that most of the population will have 
embraced since the days of choir practice and Sun- 
day school astrology is also democratic. The stars 
that are common to all of us, that shone for both 
Julius Caesar and his chariot-minding slave, are the 
governing influences upon great and humble alike. 

If Mars and Pluto (which rule Scorpio with dyn- 
amic and power-crazed ruthlessness, and are the 
reason giris give Scorpio chaps a wide berth at par- 
ties) are both in Sagittarius next September playing 
hell with my capacity to make any money, though 
at least I can be comforted that the Prince of Wales 
(Scorpio, born 14 November) is in the same yacht. 
This accounts for the secondary phenomenon of 
eaifyJarmry-a rash of predictions of how the year 
will pan out for various “celebrities": how Zoe Ball 
will have a baby and Jerry Hall will win 
Continued on page 8 



Leaders and comment 


Obituaries v-W- 


Features 


Arts . 


Visual Arts 


Health 11-12 

Radio 17 

Media 13-14 

Satellite TV 17 


10 I Listings 













2/COMMENT AND LETTERS 


THE TUESDAY REVIEW 
The Independent 5 Janua} 1999 



A euro tactic for Tories 

Sin Steve Richards (Comment, 4 
January) makes a poor Macchiavelli if he 
thinks that it is in Labour's interest to 
avoid “mid-term electoral misfortunes" 
by holding a snap referendum on joining 
the euro. This would be a godsend for the 
Tories, irrespective of success or defeat. 

Defeat for the Government would be 
an obvious triumph against the odds for 
William Hague, but more importantly 
success would allow Conservatives of all 
stripes to unite under a new leader 
(Michael PbrtQIo?) with the message 
"We shouldn't have joined, but now 
there’s nothing we can do about it” 

The historic opportunity to push the 
Tories into third place has, I feat; been 
irretrievably lost; let us not start giving 

them a l eg-up. 

JEFFREY EGGER 
Paris 

Sir What is the influence” that 
Euroenthusiasts claim we would have if 
we joined EMU? It would be the 
“influence” of one state in the 15 of the 
United States of Europe. No influence 
over monetary policy. Little discretion in 
fiscal policy, as the Stability and Growth 
Pact takes a large chunk of fiscal policy 
to the European level One voice in 15 in 
setting taxes. I don’t remember voting 
for dear Oskar. And so on, even as far as 
foreign and defence policy, though they 
still operate through unanimity - so far 

Which is better, 1 00 per cent influence 
over one’s own country or 7 per cent 
influence over the United States of 
Europe? It seems pretty clear to me. 

The sheep-like call “Can we afford to 
stay out?" displays a large underlying 
dose of defeatism. I cannot see that a 
country with the fifth or sixth largest 
economy in the world is incapable of 
standing on its own two feet 

We should not join EMU. And, in the 
medium to long term, not joining EMU 
means not being in the EU, because our 
partners would not allow it It is time to 
leave. Shake hands with them, wish 
them well tell them we will stay in close 
contact hut set off into a new future. 
PETER GARDNER 
Oxford 

Sir Roy Je nkins (Saturday Essay, 2 
January) has a selective memory if he 
believes the “yes”, campaign in the 1975 
referendum made it clear that our EU 
membership was of a political rather 
than an economic nature. 

Doubters bad been assured by 
Edward Heath that our continual 
membership would involve “no question 
of any erosion of national sovereignty". 
During the referendum campaign the 
Wilson government issued a pamphlet to 
electors entitled Britain’s New Deal m 
Europe which stated that we would 
retain, “our freedom to pursue our own 
policies on taxation and on industry”. 
JOHN BARNETT 
East Grins tead, West Sussex 

Sin In reply to Jonathan DumbeU’s 
questions to Eurosceptics (letter, 30 
December). A single currenqr would 
expose companies and economies to 
market forces within Europe, and too 
rapidly to enable compensating 
mechanisms to be developed; result, Mr 
D umbel! foils over more beggars as he 
walks through London E15. Our 
continental cousins are notyet burdened 
with the “yoke of Brussels” in its mature 
phases, obviously; their present 
advantages cannot be ascribed to an 
institution that does not yet exist 

This century has seen quite enough of 
the “chill winds of Teutonic efficiency” - 
and history has some “pithy comments" 
on elements of that phenomenon, too. 

Pbrall that “Eurosceptics" are not 
sceptical about Europeans, or trade, or 
about learning from others' virtues We 
are sceptical only about the machinations 
of the power-hungry, British or foreign. 
HEQN STEVENSON 
Centre for Legal Studies 
University of Sussex 
Brighton 

Immoral artists 

Sir David Lister (“Can immoral artists 
produce great works?" 30 December) 
sees, in the decision made on behalf of 
female students to remove a bust of the 
alleged serial rapist Arthur KoestJen a 
slippery slope leading to “militant 
feminists” (who else?) demonstrating 
against Shakespeare and perhaps 
bunting books by artists who were not 
“nice". I am grateful for being alerted to 
the danger inherent in letting that 
monstrous regiment get its way, but I do 
have niggling doubts. 

First it seems to me that to be a 
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serial rapist is not to be “imperfect" or 
not “nice”, nor even to have affairs or to 
be involved in Cold War machinations 
(as the other artists mentioned were); it 
is not an aspect of one’s private life, any 
more than murders committed in 
secret are of interest to the murderer 
alone. 

The distinction between text and 
writer has never been as pure as Lister 
insists. If it were, there would never have 
been a bust of the man (not a copy of his 
books) on display in Edinburgh. Nothing 
that the Edinburgh authorities have 
done need suggest that Koes tier's texts 
should be shunned. It is just that this 
kind of personal honouring is 
inappropriate. 

I suggest that all artists dike all 
journalists) are immoral but some are 
more immoral than others, and that even 
“female students” can have a voice in 
discerning the distinction 
PATRICK MORROW 
York 


Temples of Mammon 

Sin Your headline “Church of Mammon”, 
above the letter from Mrs Alwyne Dean 
(31 December), about her experience of 
being asked to pay for admission to St 
Paul’s Cathedral, is entirely appropriate. 
Though not at all unusual among 
cathedrals, St Paul’s, located 
appropriately at the heart of the City of 
London, does reflect the 
mammonisation of the church in a 
particularly symbolic form. 

I would not recommend it as a place of 
prayer; certainly not for shy persons or 
those in distress. No doubt strong and 
secure Christians will insist on their right 
to pray to God without payment and will 
simply ignore the money-changers, but 
why should people have to go through 
this hassle to prove their credentials? It 
seems a kind of ecclesiastical equivalent 
of pas sport control. 

I would not recommend people who 
wish to pray in church to go to St Paul’s at 


afl. Westminster Roman Catholic 
Cathedral is more prayerful; it is taken 
for granted that this is what the cathedral 
is for; and nobodywili give jrou funny 
looks when you pray there. There is also 
St Vedast Church just across from St 
Paul's, which i s a very prayerful space. 
The Rev KENNETH LEECH 
StBotolph’s Church, Aldgate 
London EC3 

Pregnancy is no crime 

Sir. To represent teenage parents as 
“irresponsible and selfish chfldrerf 
Getter; 23 December) is not a method for 
reducing teenage pregnancies. It is, 
however an easyway to make teenage 
parents fed worthless and isolated. Mr 
Startup's comments are an unhelpful 
addition to the amount of prejudice they 
already face and are reminiscent of the 
attitude many Conservative MPs have 
notoriously taken towards single mothers. 

Unplanned teenage pregnancy is a 


social problem which needs to be 
addressed in a non-judgmental and 
realistic manner: With lower rates of 
teenage pregnancy than Britain, the 
secret of continental countries is surely 
not a moralising approach. How about 
more detailed sex education begun at an 
earlier age, or improved access to free 
contraception? Mr Startup would 
probably baulk at the suggestion that the 
morning-after pill might be available from 
Boots with a few words of advice from the 
pharmacist, but isn’t it workable? 

Investigating the influence of the 
consumer society the education system 
and the family situation and then 
proposing solutions based on information 
not ignorance would be much more 
fruitful than condemnation The dosing 
words of Mi* Startup's lettec “That might 
deter others,” are the most offensive. 
using Language that assumes that teenage 
pregnancy is a crime - and premeditated 
VICKY MILNES 

Stanford in the Vale, Oxfordshire 


IN BRIEF 


Sin The article by Miles Kington on 
the joke alphabet (29 December) has 
made me wonder why the letters of 
the alphabet are in the order we 
know them. They are not in order of 
frequency of use, nor grouped in any 
way (vowels, labials etc). To say that 
our alphabet is derived from the 
Latin or the Greek does not answer 
the question, as they do not appear to 
be in any logical order either. Is there 


an explanation for the order or is it 
as haphazard as it looks? 

J MICHAEL SHARMAN 
York 

Sin Whatever else Benjamin 
Franklin achieved, he certainly did 
not harness electricity to our needs 
(leading article. 30 December). We 
draw our electricity from generators, 
not from the skies. Have you not 


beard of Michael Faraday and 
Thomas Alva Edison? Nor should we 
forget the humble battery; a chemical 
source of electric current first 
devised by Franklin's friend 
Alessandro Vblta in 1800. 

NAVIN SULLIVAN 

London JV2 

Sin There is nothing new on the 
railways. Experts may regard the 


Virgin train running out of fuel as 
unprecedented (report, 4 January), 
bnt British Rail did it too. In the early 
1970s my evening train stopped 100 
yards short of Moreton-in-Marsh 
station for the same reason. A ftiel 
gauge had jammed and nobody 
noticed that the engine had not used 
any fbel between London and Oxford! 
TED FRYER 

Bishop’s Cleeve, Gloucestershire 


Mandelson’s project 

Sir Labour ministers attempting to ^ 
make capital out of Peter Mandefoon s 
resi gnati on should think again HUFs 
back Prescott over ‘old values’ ", 31 
December). The electorate voted for new 
Labour and new Labour is what they 
expect in government. 

Labour’s “old values" - statist, 
parternalist, macho, bureaucratic and 
dass-ridden - aredeeply unattractive 
and unwanted. Tony Blair’s project of 

modernising British sodetymustbe 

deepened in the coming year. Peter 
Mandelson’s contribution to it should not 
be rubbished for one error of judgement 
New Labour’s supporters must work 

with Itony Blair to complete four basic 
polities; democratising Britain through 
constitutional and electoral reform; 
strengthening the balance between 
enterprise and equality in the economy; 
a real ethical foreign policy Ino more 

colonialist talk about cages, and stop 
tailing the US) and completing the 
revolution in new Labour by breaking 
the links with the trade unions and 
cementing a radical alliance with the 
Liberal Democrats. 

Prescott and Co should remember that 
without new Labour they would not now 
be in government The British people 
deserve the new politics which Peter 
Mandelson espoused: a free-enterprise, 
fair L democratic and inclusive society. 
JOHN STRAWSON 
LondonN19 


Serbia’s lost war 

Sin Dr Michael Pravica, in his 
justification for repression in Kosovo 
(letter 29 December), fails to recognise 
that this is a situation brought about by 
Serb nationalism. 

It would have been possible to retain 
the autonomy allowed by Tito and to 
respect Albanian culture and la ng u ag e 
and to treat Kosovan Albanians as equal 
citizens in Yugoslavia. Then the present 
situation might not have arisen. 

Howeveq we are where we are. Serbia 
maybe aWe to maintain, for a time and at 
great cost, control in the urban areas and 
the main roads. But I doubt if there is any 
going back. Kosovo is effectively lost to 
Serbia - which has never had more than a 
tenuous grip on much of the countryside 

DrPravica’s solution is for the West to 
step back and allow Serbia to “combat 
Albanian terrorism” and at the same 
time to relax sanctions in the hope that 
the “irresponsible leaders who 
destroyed Yugoslavia” maybe replaced. 

I do not see how handing Milosevic a free 
hand will weaken his regime. 

Internal opposition to the present 
Serbian regime is growing There is 
reaction to the clampdowns in the media 
andin higher education. Vgvodina, winch, 
fifee Kosovo, had autonomy withdrawn, is 
restive and has large Croat and Hun garian 
minorities. Montenegro is taking an 
independent line. Neighbouring successor 
states such as Croatia and Macedonia are 
seen to be, by comparison, increasingly_ 
prosperous and open societies. 

Western governments have a variety 
of options, but these should not indude 
allowing Serbia to use the methods seen 
at VUbnvar and Srebrenica to suppress a 
legitimate desire for self-determination 
on the part of the Albanian majority. 
GRAHAM PERKINS 
Brxmiyard, Herefordshire 


Sir. “Not even Christmas can halt the 
bloodshed” in Kosovo, writes Rupert 
Cornwell (Comment, 28 December). 
Cornwell should be informed that for the 
Serbs, Christmas will foil - as always for 
the Orthodox- at the end of the first 
week of January. 

He adds that “monoethnic states - . . are 
the only bricks with which to build the new 
Balkans". Someone please show Cornwell 
an ethnic map of the Balkans. In former 
Yugoslavia, only Slovenia was (more or 


monoethnic boroughs in London Mmn 
monoethnic states in the Balkans (or 
anywhere in Europe outside Iceland) . 
Professor TOM PRIESTLY 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 


Stand by your words 

Sir. When Steve Richards writes, “They 
sat around the top table, uncertain 
where they stood", 1 must conclude that 1 

he has been over-indulgent during the 
festive season (Comment, l January). 

However; I am aware that he win not take 

these remarks of mine lying down. 
MICHAEL KILYON 
Shipley, West Yorkshire 


Poor Di - vanquished again by a remorseless Camilla 


YESTERDAY I brought you the 
results of my research into the 
favourite boys’ names of 1998 
(based on the frequency of their 
appearance in the year’s news 
headlines), and today we come to 
the most popular girls' names for 
the same period. 

As 1 ponder I99?’s winners, it 
strikes me that apart from the pre- 
dictable victoiy for Diana, there 
were several names which had 
never appeared on the list before 
- and probably never will again. 
One of these was Tiggy, and for a 
moment I couldn't even remember 
the derivation of this name. Then, 
suddenly, it all came back to me. 
This was, of course, the name pop- 
ularised by someone knows in full 
as Tiggy Legge-Bourke, and is the 
sort of name that it takes the upper 
classes several hundred years to 


develop, like a rare orchid. Or rare 
mushroom, perhaps. 

Now, Tiggy was quite happy 
moseying along out of the limelight 
as a nanny -or something like that 
- to Prince Harry and Prince 
William, and she only ever became 
famous because those bounders in 
the press liked to suggest that 
there was a rivalry for the princes’ 
affections between her and Diana. 
With Diana gone, of course, no 
more press interest in Tiggy 
Legge-Bourke. So, no more Tiggy 
In the top 10 names. 

There is a similar pattern with 
Louise, a name that was in the 
news last year only because its 
Owner another nanny by the name 
of Louise Woodward, was on trial 
for murder in America. Louise, 
along with Myra, has again sunk 
way below the top 10 (except, oddly 


enough, when used in conjunction 
with Thelma...) 

This has been the first year for 
a white that foe competition has not 
been dominated by Diana, or Poor 
Di, as she was latterly known. The 
name Harriet was a front-runner 
for a while, but that too has ebbed 
away, as have all the Spice Girls... 

However, that’s enough bitchy 
back-biting, girls, and let’s get on 
to the moment that you have all 
been waiting for the top 10 girls' 
names of 1998 (with 1997s position 
in brackets). 


1 C amilla 

2 Monica 
3Ffion 

4 Kate 
5Ftergie 
B Nicole 
7 Gaynor 


(3) 

»-> 

(-) 

(-) 

( 8 ) 

(-) 

(-) 



Miles 

Kington 

Strangely, the critics were 
bowled over by the sight 
of Nicole Kidman 
taking her clothes off 


8 Oprah 

9 Cherie 

10 Madeleine 


(-) 

(-) 

(-) 


The presence of Nicole in the top 
10 is due entirely to the strange suc- 
cess of Nicole Kidman (aka Mrs 
Tom Cruise) in an adaptation of 
Schnitzler’s La Ronde in the Wfest 
End, where she vanquished all 
critical doubts, apparently, by 
tairmg her dothes off We dwellers 
in the provinces were baffled by 
such unsophisticated behaviour; 
but if that’s what gives the simple 
folk of London their kicks, they’re 
welcome to it 

Incidentally, Nicole has only 
ever been in the top 1 0 once before, 
making an appearance thanks to a 
car commercial on television. I 
can’t remember what the make of 
car was. A Renault Nicole, per- 
haps? Perhaps not... 

Gaynor is an interesting case of 
a girl's name that sounds more like 
a boy’s name or, perhaps, a 


surname that has been recycled, 
such as MeryL Occasionally these 
names crop up on both sides of the 
sexual frontier. This yean for 
example, Fergie turned up on both 
sides of the divide, as in the Man- 
chester United manager and the 
wife of Prince Andrew... 

Kate owes its popularity not to 
any one person but to a whole 

plethora of Kates who have become 

big in showbiz, such as Kate Moss, 
Kate Winslet, Kate Bush... Indeed, 
I am convinced that Kate has 
replaced Emma as the all-purpose 
female showbusiness name. 

On television there is a fashion 
for more exotic names when it 
comes to women presenting chat 
shows; the only one that has got 
into the top 10 is Oprah, but bub- 
bling just below the surface there 
are other pseudo-exotic chat-show 


names, such as Vhnessa and 
Melinda and Zo£ and Ruby... 

Looking a bit further down, we 
come to some odd names such as 
Gitta, which has woo 35th position. 
This is the first name of Gitta 
Sereny, a person who writes books 
about murderers, and is. presum- 
ably, an abbreviation of Birgitta, a 
form of Bridget Bridget itself did 
well, coming in at number 13 -an 
effort that was based entirety on the 
success of Helen Fielding’s Bridget 
Jones’s Diary, the revelations of a 
young woman famous for her 
inability to cope. 

Finally, I think the two oddest 
girls' names of the year were 
Arundhati and D&va, both of which 
had thar best year yet. Indeed, both 
had their first year yet Good luck 
to them - and to everyone else - for 
the coming year. 
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Banishing a spin 
doctor will not cure 
Mr Blair’s troubles 


CHARLIE WHELAN'S resignation as aide to Gordon 
Brown casts doubt over the competence of the entire Blair 
administration. In a well run government, the fate of a 
press secretary should not make any difference to day- 
to-day business: actual policies, affecting the lives of 
every citizen, should dominate the minds of minis ters. 

The immediate cause of the resignation has been press 
speculation that he leaked the details of Peter Mandel- 
son’s loan from Geoffrey Robinson: but his departure is 
more significant than one official being caught out in the 
game of “spin”. Mr Whelan was not just a press secre- 
tary. He was the Chancellor’s general aide-de-camp and 
propagandist The Chancellor’s independent power base 
has become the problem, whether or not Mr Whelan has 
done wrong. There is a suspicion that the messenger is 
being shot albeit a rather maverick one. 

Coincidentally, correspondence between Mr Brown 
and Mr Man dels on has surfaced in the press, dating from 
the time of John Smith's death. Whatever its real source, 
the suspicion was bound to arise that Mr Brown or his 
staff had released it to damage Mr Mandelson. His well 
known hurt at not securing the Labour leadership means 
that whenever his rivals are damaged by media specula- 
tion, the finger of suspicion will inevitably point at him. 

Mr Brown can continue to nurse his desire to be prime 
minister. But if he is seen to be doing so with his own alter- 
native court centred around No 11, the damage to the Gov- 
ernment will increase. Mr Wb elan’s departure will not 
change this, since he would not have done anything 
major without permission from his boss; it was the Chan- 
cellor's wish to eliminate opposition that led to the quar- 
rel with Mr Mandelson in the first place. 

It is no good the Government complaining that the media 
has become “obsessed” with ministerial personalities. This 
is a real story. When the poison of bitter rivalry enters the 
Cabinet bloodstream, past experience shows that gov- 
ernment can disintegrate. Margaret Thatcher was even- 
tually brought down by the hatred she attracted by bullying 
ministers such as Geoffrey Howe and Nigel Lawson. 

Voters care about education, the economy and health 
care, not the minutiae of presentation, so New Labour's 
reliance on “spinners” was always going to land it in 
trouble. Everything that once seemed admirable about 
their media strategy is felling to pieces, with what seemed 
like skill now seen as m a ni p ulation. This is worse because 
Mr Blair and his advisers seem to rely on a network of 
old friends to do their work. There seems no sign that this 
will change; yesterday the Prime Minister appointed his 
old friend Lord Fblconer to oversee the Millennium Dome. 

Ideological differences have abated since the dark 
years of continual Labour feuding, but that very lack of 



divisive issues makes their rivalry all the more bitter. With 
no prospect of unilateral nuclear disarmament or natio- 
nalisation to argue over, Labour ministers are left to brief 
against each other's private lives. 

Mr Blair may believe that this storm will abate, and plan 
to promote young Blairites such as Stephen Byers to deny 
Mr Brown's hopes of succeeding to the leadership, or to 
divide and rule his Cabinet If so. he is mistaken. The time 
taken to establish credible leadership contenders would 
be spent in perpetual feuding. 

The Chancellor's performance itself is on the whole 
admirable, while Labour's high opinion poll ratings 
demonstrate that its economic policies are popular. But 
the personal relationship between a prime minister and 
chancellor is also vital This spin doctor's resignation raises 
hopes that Mr Brown may mend his ways, proving that 
he can act more responsibly. The hope must be that this 
is the first sign that the Government is turning away from 
“spin", and towards grown-up politics. 


The struggle to be the 
champion of football 

SEPP BLATTER, president of football's world governing 
body, Fife, has suggested that the World Cup should be held 
every two years. One immediate objection to this is that 
the idea is part of the struggle for power between Fife, the 
governor of global football and the different Continental 
authorities such as Uefe, the European governing body. 
Football rivalries are becoming more virulent as the 
amount of money involved increases: yesterday Jack Wise- 
man, for 15 years the chairman of the English Fbotball Asso- 
ciation, was forced to resign after being accused of trying 
to buy seats on Fife’s executive council 
We should look at the principles behind the proposal 
rather than focusing on the rivalries surrounding it There 
is nothing wrong in marketing football's most valuable prod- 


Please sir, may I take my children 
on holiday to the Seychelles? 
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TONY BLAIR’S children, as the whole 
world knows, return tonight from the 

Seychelles. Not fnxnboliday but from 

the SeycbeUes. These islands (“palm- 
fringed” to quote Nick Clarke of the 
BBC) are, one senses, thought to be 
too good for a Labour Prime Muns- 
ter’s family; they should be reserved 
for those professionals, whose status 
and hard weak qualifies them fora so- 
journ on powdery beaches, where they 
will drink mang o juice in their ham- 
mocks, served by equally palm-fringed 
Bounty giris. 

Now, either Charlie Whelan was up 
to his tricks again, or someone had 
been doing thefr sums, for it was very 

publicly discovered that the three 
Blairiings were skipping four whole 
days of school between them so as to 
complete their Seychelles vacati on . 
Not only that, but Mr John McIntosh, 
the head of the Oratory School which 
the Blair boys attend, seemed to cast 
doubt an whether TOay and Ctaerie had 
notified the school of the impending 
absence. He seemed quite put out, and 
was quoted, reminding the world: “1 
say to parents they must observe the 
three Hs - ‘haircuts, holidays and 
homework 5 .” 

Does he really say such silly 
tilings? As the did gag goes, most kids 
could observe homework all day -but 
what is it with the haircut fetish ? Per- 
haps Mr McIntosh stuffs cushions for 
the deprived with the locks of the for- 
tunate, who are selected to attend his 
school But 1 doubt it Not for the first 
time, I suspect, Mr Blair wfll be wish - 


nice discreet public schools where the 
head doesn't talk like Captain 


Mainwaring. Anyway, No 10 has since 
made it dear that Cherie, e&e-meme, 
wrote a note to the Oratory yonks ago, 
giving notice of the upcoming 
Seychelles adventure. 

What messed it up for the Blairs is 
that - as they disported themselves 
on the Seychelles (sorry, did I say, 
“Seychelles” again?) - the Secretary 
of State for Education, David Blunkett, 
let it be known that he was actively 
considering legislation to prevent 
parents from taking their children out 
of school for trips ahroad and suchlike. 
Mr Blunkett was responding to wor- 
ries expressed by David Hart the head 
of the Heads Union, and therefore, ed- 
ucationally; the capo di tutti capi. 

Alas, as soon as the Blair/Sey- 
cfoelles/ term-time holiday scandal 
broke, this alliance between govern- 
ment and educationalists fell apart, Mr 
Hart accused the Prime Minister of 
not setting “a good example" (yes, he 
really did. Unbelievable, isn’t it?). 
Our old friend, Nigel “Giggles" de 
Gruc hy, G eneral secretary of the 
NAS/TJWT thought it was a good ex- 
ample - but only of “why politicians 
should keep their mouths shut and not 
lecture other parents”. He went on, 
“They try to tell .teachers how to run 
schools and end up being embar- 
rassed themselves.” We all know, 
draft we, whose job Mr de Gruchy 
thinks it is to lecture parents and to 
run schools. It's his. 

What is interesting for me in this 
case (besides the unintentional com- 
edy) is that the issue behind it fies slap 
on the fault fine between my warring 
communitarian and libertarian incli- 
nations. In other words, what should 



David 

Aaronovitch 

It is daft to suggest 
that the young Blairs 
missing school today mil 
jeopardise their education 

I be rendering Caesar and what may 
I decide for myself, according to my 
own inclinations? Fbr parents, school 
provides one of the greatest tests of 
discerning the border between private 
and sodal behaviour. 

We resolved one key issue years 
ago, and it was in Caesar’s favour: par- 
ents are not permitted not to educate 
their children. That’s why there are 
no brochures and magazine articles 
advertising the best ways to bring your 
bids up feraHy. In addition to this one 
core restriction on parental freedom, 
we add many others smaller ones. And 
I am happy to go along with them. My 
children are almost never late, home- 
work is done on time, I would support 
the teacher where he or she was tak- 
ing action against buQying - even if this 
involved my own child; and (most ter- 
rible of all) I will spend hours, if 


requested to, making a huge, messy 
model of a bloody Egyptian shaduf, 
while simultaneously attempting to ex- 
plain to my daughter the principles of 
balance and leverage. 

I do all this partly because I can see 
what the soda! consequences would 
be if I didn't. Butin one respect I too 
am a sinner Like Tbny BLaic I will take 
the kids out of school for the odd day 
or two in order to go on holiday. Our 
household is also one where both 
parents work full time, in jobs whose 
rhythms are not determined by the 
changing of the seasons. Finding a 
dear period when neither of us is 
working is increasingly difficult But 
the times and durations of school 
holidays in Britain were set when 
there was still a harvest to be brought 
in, mother was still at home, the pat- 
terns of people's lives were roughly 
simil ar, and money - not time - was 
at a premium. 

Attitudes were different then, too. 
1 seem to feel a greater need to spend 
whatever time I do have with the chil- 
dren than my own father did (catch 
him struggling with a shadufl. So I 
have not, until now, felt guilty about 
taking the kids out of school if nec- 
essary. Quite the opposite. My children 
won’t miss out because we wfll ensure 
that they read, write, divide and - all 
else foiling - catch up, before going 
back to school. 

Besides, families like mine are not 
the problem. In London’s Tbwer Ham- 
lets, a generation of young Bengalis 
are having their education jeopardised 
by, among other things, returning to 
Bangladesh for long, tram-time holi- 
days. These kids are disadvantaged 


enough to begin with, without skipping 
important sections of the curricu- 
lum. It is dafUo suggest that the young 
Blairs missing school today is some- 
how on a par with this form of ab- 
senteeism. That was presumably one 
reason why No 10, when dealing with 
the story pointed out that Mr Blunkett 
had been talking only about longer 
absences from school. 

But No 10 was wrong. Increasing 
numbers of parents are doing what we 
do, because they face the same pres- 
sures (and are aware of the same 
savings to be made by booking out of 
season). And when everyone starts 
doing what previously only a few did, 
you begin to get problems. Teachers 
find themselves standing in front of 
half-empty classrooms, or repeating 
lessons; school plays, concerts, sports, 
and other events that require constant 
term-time commitment suffer. That's 
what Mr B was talking about 
Now of course we ClOpy and D can 
be confident in our own judgment 
about the few days our children are 
away, and can set that against the im- 
mense gain to our family lives. My lib- 
ertarian self says that this is realty the 
only judgment that counts. Yet if the 
sodal consequences of an aggregation 
of such behaviour (bear with me) are 
malign, then my communitarian self 
aigues for restrictions on my own free- 
dom of action. If there needs to be a 
rule, then 1 need to obey it 

If there needs to be. The corollary 
of this -the communitarian codicil if 
you like - is that when there doesn't 
need to be a rule, then for God’s sake 
don't make one - especially not about 
haircuts. The three Hs indeed! 


uct so that it makes maximum money for the game. A world 
game needs a world authority: Fife Is right to restrain 
regional empire-building. 

Commercialisation is a natural part of the improvements 
football has made over the last few years. Top-level foot- 
ball may now cost more to watch, but hooliganism has 
mostly been banished from a new generation of stadia 
bought with new advertising revenue. Eliminating the point- 
less “friendlies" that litter the season, and replacing them 
with meaningful qualifying games, could also be a bonus. 

Even so, football bosses should beware of devaluing their 
product. With the Champions League, the domestic 
League and Cup, regional qualifying competitions and the 
World Cup itself, top players could find themselves play- 
ing too many games. At that level of fitness, small injuries 
will never have time to heal Fbotball fens who instinctively 
warm to the idea of more football should remember that 
they may be forced to watch their heroes limp around the 
world, playing worse football the more they compete. 


Q uote of the Day 

“This obsession with being happy is one of 
the curses of Western civilisation." 
Glenda Jackson, 
politician and firmer actress 

T HOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

“The public weal requires that men should 
betray, and lie, and massacre.'’ 

Michel de Montaigne. 

French essayist 



TODAY, 11 currencies disap- 


euros begins. Gone are the 
powerful Deutschmark, the 
solid Dutch guilder, the often 
shaky Italian lira. And gone is 
, m the Irish pound- Should we re- 
. gret it? Anti-euro campaigners 
see a separate Irish current 
as a badge of independence. 
History says otherwise. Our 
currency could never be truty 

independent It had to be tied 

to one of the giants. When anti- 
euro campaigners call Irish 


entry ‘‘undemocratic’’, they are 
talking nonsense. We voted for 
it when we endorsed the Maas- 
tricht Treaty. we chose the fate 
ofour currencry and staked the 
future of our economy by de- 
mocratic decision. 

The Irish Independent 

THE EURO'S dream start must 
not lull us into a false sense of 
security. In contrast to the old 
D-Mark, the new currency has 
yet to establish the necessary 
trust, particularfyin the aware- 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
European press verdicts on 
the launch of the euro 


. ness of the public. The major- 
ity of German citizens remain 
V sceptical The euro is the pro- 
ject of political elites, and not 
of the corner groceries, the 
craftsmen or the pensioners. 


There is barely another area of 
European policy in which the 
gulf between politicians and 
voters appears so wide. 
SiuMetdsdwZe^ung, 
Germany 


THE INTRODUCTION of the 
euro is a revolution, an un- 
precedented voluntary sur- 
render of national sovereignty. 
We owe monetary union to the 
vision and the determination erf 
our leaders and central 
bankers. They have given us 
back some faith in politics. 

De Standamd, Belgium 

THE COMMON currency will 
not solve the problems of the in- 
ternational financial crisis or 
the misery of the third world. 


It's not even going to solve the 
problems of the European 
Union’s social coherence. Fur- 
thermore, it will not consti- 
tute a panacea for the Greek 
economy's problems. 

Let’s leave the other 
Europeans to celebrate joining 
the euro and let us take care 
in the two years to come to re- 
inforce our economy, to make 
our businesses more compet- 
itive and to emphasise social 
cohesion. 

Eleftherotipaa, Greece 
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Pandora 


WHAT NEXT for Charlie 
Whelan after the Chancellor's 
spin doctor put his head on 
the block yesterday? It is well 
known that Whelan has a 
passion for football and, it is 
said, would love to get 
involved with the Football 
Association. Conveniently, the 
FA is currently in upheaval 
after the resignations of chief 
executive Graham Kelly and 
chairman Keith Wiseman. 

One Blairite wag suggested to 
Pandora yesterday that, if 
Whelan were to become the 
FA's chief, why shouldn't 
Gordon Brown's other top 
advisee the aptly-named Ed 
Balls, accompany him - as 
the new FA chairman? 


THE LTD appears to have 
come off Transport Minister 
Glenda Jackson's long- 
rumoured campaign to be 
Mayor of London. Her 
battle to win her own 
party's nomination, followed 
by the votes of her fellow 
Londoners, began in 
earnest in yesterday’s Daily 
Mail with a foil page profile 
of the MP for Hampstead 
and Higfagate. Not long ago, 
the Mail’s sister publication 
at Associated Newspapers, 
the Evening Standard gave 
Glenda a rather poor 
"elec lability rating” as 
mayoral candidate, but 
yesterday she was said to 
"have achieved a great 
deal” and to be in "no mood 
to ease up on herself”. Of 
the Mayor’s office. Glenda 
was quoted as saying: "It’s a 
job I would love to do. but 
we’ll have to wait and see if 
anyone wants me to do it". 

A source close to Glenda 
told Pandora yesterday that 
the race was "all a question 
of timing; the successful 
candidate will be playing a 
long game”. 


PANDORA WAS surprised to 
hear Andrew Mam the 
political columnist, on Radio 
4's Today programme 
exclaim, regarding the launch 
of the new European single- 
currency: "Britain has butted 
out” Hailing the birth of the 
euro as "the most important 
political and economic event 
since the foiling of the Berlin 
Wall", Marr moaned: "Sadly, 
we have not been in there 
shaping this for our own 
national interests.” ✓ “ “ 

However. Pandora’s 
colleagues on this 
newspaper recall ‘ ** 

Marr taking a very l v . S, 

different line in the ^ 

past - including the 
period when he 
was editor of 
The 

Independent 
“So what 
should 
decent 
patriotic, but 
pro- 

European 
politicians 
do?" he 
wrote in 
December, 

1996. “The first 
thing is, to 
create time and 
space for serious 



thought about the options 
facing us.” More recently, in 
April 1997, Marr wrote that 
“Major has been proven right 
first in negotiating the single- 
currency opt-out, and second 
in sticking by his official line 
of 'negotiate, then decide’.” 
Aren’t these exactly the 
policies that the Government 
is taking, which Marr calls 
“butting out”? 


PANDORA HAS a suggestion 
for England’s batters as 
they face Australian spinner 
Shane Warue today in their 
bid to score 183 runs for 
victory. The Aussie player 
happens to be rather 
sensitive about his weight. 
At the opening of his own 
sports cafe in Melbourne 
earlier this year, when 
journalists questioned him 
about the fact that he 
seemed a bit hefty Warne 
visibly lost his composure. 

In view of the fact that it 
was the Australians who 
invented the art of 
“sledging” - that is, vocally 
abusing their opponents - 
surely it would be fair dues 
if the England team were to 
toss a few choice remarks at 
Mr Warne. 


WHICH MODERN American 
artist produced the largest 
body of religious art? Andy 
Warhol (pictured), according 
to Jane Daggett Dtllenberger, 
an art historian, left be hind 
more than 100 “sacred" 
works, most of them daubed 
in the months leading up to 
his death, 12 years ago. In her 
new book, The Religious Art 
of Andy Warhol, Dtllenberger 
reproduces previously unseen 
works, such as the painter's 
30ft-long version of Da Vinci’s 
The Last Supper, in which 
Christ and his disciples are 
accompanied by motorbikes, 
and another in which the holy 
feast is punctuated by the 
logo of a popular US brand of 
potato crisps. 


FANS OF Hollywood action 
films have been dreaming 
about this meeting for 
years, but when Jean 
Claude Van Damme came 
face to face with Steven 
Seagal for the first time, no 
bone-crashing kung fo 
kicks were launched - 
not a single karate 
Vi blow struck in 
anger. In fact, the 
meeting took place 
f . J ) on the Caribbean 
<= 3 ^/ island of St Bart’s 
last weekend, 
aboard the 
168ft yacht 
belonging 
to producer 
Keith 
Barish, 
and. 

according 
to ail 
reports, 
the two 
rival 
celluloid 
gladiators 
“got along 
fine". What 
a publicists’ 
nightmare! 


Crude, violent - but quite brilliant 


FOR MANY years, it has been an 
established fact of national life that 
anyone who has edited the humor- 
ous magazine Punch wUi himself 
lose his sense of humour It was 
Malcolm Muggeridge, a former 
Punch editm; who first idatfified this 
phenomenon in his essay "Dread 
sofoyforyou tread on rpyjokes” and 
subsequently exemplified it by 
becoming a grouchy, marginal 
figure forever grizzling on about the 
amount of sex people were having 
and how all he longed for was the 
day when he would meet bis Maker 
Tb judge by recent pronounce- 
ments, David Thomas, the man 
who presided over the death throes 
of Punch in 1992 fit was later revived 
as the Rayed house magazine), is no 
exertion to the rule. Ibis weekend, 
he excitedly seized upon a warning 
sent to p a r y nts nf a minor 


record "Chocolate Salty Balls” by 
Chef and of South Park, the televi- 
sion programme from which it was 
taken. Here was yet another case, 
Thomas argued, of TV producers 
peddling filth to theyoung. It was all 
part of the dangerous do wnward 



TERENCE 

Blacker 


Watching an unforgettable 
‘South Park', l realised 
it had some undeniably 
disgusting moments 

spiral to which drugged-up, ignorant 


media were contributing. Some- 
thing was going -altogether now - 
“terribly, terribly wrong”. 

There’s a danger of over-reaction 
here. Thomas’s sermon appeared in 
one of those middle-class tabloids in 
which the honest solid values of 
decent God-fearing folk are 


portrayed as being under siege 
from the forces of disorder and 
pPT TnrgCT Ptmess. As is traditional on 
these occasions, the writer was 

photographed with his krvely young 

family ; looking protective and con- 
cerned at the threat of Chef and his 
ap palling chocolate sally balls. 

I found ipysetf taking it per- 
sonally. As ft happens, I spent much 
of Christinas dinner discussing with 
my 15-year-old niece our favourite 
moments from (me of the most 
unforgettable South Park episodes, 
“Mr Hankey, the Christmas Poo”. 
There will be those who might 

argue that teenagers should be dis- 
couraged from watching a cartoon 
story in which a small, apparently 
dysfunctional, Jewish boy with 
something of a faecal bang-up is 
locked away in a mental home, only 
to be vindicated when his fantasy 
figure Mr Hankey (afestive tard) not 
only turns out to be real but also 
unites the parents at South Park 
School However as we enjoyed 
the episode on video later that 
afternoon, it seemed to me that, 

though hriTIianHy satirising parental 

anxiety, psychiatry and political 
correctness, it also had some 


undeniably disgusting moments 
ay niece was showing encourag- 
ingly good taste. After alL she could 
have been watching the bleary, 
sozzled sentimentality of Men 
Behaving Badly or even the smug, 
clever-dick sanctimoniousness of 
Bane l Got News Fbr You.? 

It is, I suppose, the incipient 
violence of programmes such as 
South Park that some people 
disapprove o£ They point in partic- 
ular to a running gag. repeated in 
almost every episode, involving the 
regular and ever-varying demise of 
a small, pathetic character called 
Kenny (who was spared, in a nice 
se asonal touch, for the Mr Hankey 
episode). Doubtless the same view- 
ers are inexplicably shocked by the 
regular, absurdly over- the- top 
violence contained in another clas- 
sic of modern television, Bottom. 

What all this genuinely 

puzzling is the fact that, in feature 
films, torture and death have not 
only become acceptable to audi- 
ences but, without the release of the 
cartoonish idiocy contained in South 
Park or Bottom, are presented as 
witty, ironic, cool parts of the 
entertainment When I first saw 


Reservoir Dogs, some tnembereof 

the audience actually whooped with 
delight with every new shooting and 

evisceration. And while, three years 
later I laughed along with everyone 
else at the scene in Pulp Fiction 
when John Travolta accidentally 
(and with hilarious consequences) 
blows out the brains of a passenger 
in a taxi it occurred to me that 
something sinister and depressing 
had happened In the past, violence 
had played a part in many of the 
great films -A Clockwork Orange, 
Apocalypse Now, Blue Velvet and so 
on -but now it was cue for a cyni- 
cal knowing laugh, a cheap thrffl. 

Anyone who doubts the dangers 
nf this trend might consider the case 
of the celebrity thug Vinnie Jones, 
a footballing bard man who has ex- 
ploited a reputation for brutality on 
and off the pitch to become a screen 
idol - specialising, of course, in 
violence. A real person, and role 
model for young football fans, 
becomes the toast of the town while 
headtea chers and former Punch 
editors fret about a well written and 
mor ally serious cartoon. It would 
make excellent material for a future 
episode of South Park. 
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Why should taxpayers prop 
up our inefficient farmers? 



Rolling farmland can still make good returns David Hughes 


IS the European Common Agri- 
cultural Policy; the notorious CAP on 
its way out? Our agriculture minis- 
ter. Nick Brown, has called a sum- 
mit of British fanners, food industry 
leaders, consumer groups and en- 
vironmentalists in London next 
week to discuss some very radical 
changes. This will be followed up in 
March by a meeting of afl the ELTs 
farm ministers, who, it is expected, 
will demolish a major pillar of the 
CAP namely, farm price support By 
tiie Spring, governments should 
have agreed to reforms that will 
force European grain and beef farm- 
ers to operate in future at world 
prices. This will mark a historic shift 
that will affect us alL 
This move will be welcomed by 
consumers and food processors. 
Less wdcome- 1 suspect I part com- 
pany with many farmers and their 
representatives - is the fanners’ de- 
mand that they receive compensa- 
tion for price cuts, and that public 
funds must be substituted for re- 
duced price support By holding 
prices above market-determined 
levels, the CAP has produced sur- 
pluses - disposal has become a 
major burden on public funds. 

Fanners are demanding com- 
pensation for the costs taxpayers 
have had to incur to protect high 
prices. Tb be fair; the European 
Commission has proposed that 
there should be ceilings placed on 
the total payments received by an in- 
dividual farm. In Eurospeak this is 
known as “modulation", and is sen- 
sible. But British fanners are fight- 
ing fiercely to prevent any change. 

farmers are concerned about 
the impact on their incomes. It is 
hardly surprising. Reform is being 
driven by a rapidly changing world: 
increasingly the freeing-up of world 
trade is bearing down ra agriculture. 
Farming, like all other industries, 
has to come to terms with the in- 



Sean Rickard 

The logic is inescapable. 
In order for some farms 
to expand, it is necessary 
for other farms to fold 


creasing competitive pressures in- 
volved in these changes. It must 
recognise that income subsidies 
are not only a misuse of taxpayers’ 
fends but are eventually self-de- 
feating, as they breed inefficiency 
and a reduced ability to compete. 

The more exposed farmers are to 
world markets, the greater the need 
for economic stability in their pro- 
duction costs. That is, rather than 
the rollercoaster ride of the last 20 
years, farmers desperately need 
currency stability, low inflation and 
low interest rates. In fact, they need 
the UK to join EMU sooner rather 


pound to fluctuate widely between 
the euro and dollar. 

Farmers, and their representa- 
tives. see incomes as the key in- 
fluence on the number and size 
distribution of farms. 

But there are more powerful 
forces at work. The farming indus- 
try just like any other industry, is dri- 
ven by two fundamental forces: 
technology; and knowledge. Over a 


period of time these forces combine 
to replace labour with capital and 
also steadily to increase the econ- 
omically viable size of farm enter- 
prises. Once this is recognised, it 
follows that policies designed to ar- 
rest the decline in the number of 
farms will compromise the indus- 
try's potential competitiveness. 

Over the coming years technology 
win raise yidds; ft wiD encourage far- 
ther substitution of capital ibriabour 
and will continue to increase the 
economically viable scale of pro- 
duction. Farms that are efficiently 
managed and have the scale and en- 
terprise to invest to meet ch anging 
condi tions face a more promising 
outlook than is represented by the 
“static” picture of taking last year’s 
fall in farm incomes as a measure 
of the industry’s prospects. 

Once the issue of reform is 
viewed from an industry perfective 
the question of individual farm size 
is thrown into relief. Some 75 per 
cent of UK agricultural production 
comes from just 25 per cent of 
farms. These are our efficient farms; 
they are, in practice, the farming in- 
dustry. SmaHer-scale farms should 
be no more a concern than small 
businesses in other sectors of the 
economy. If incomes are low because 


no logy-driven, trend towards larger; 
more capital-intensive farms. 

The logic is inescapable. In order 
for some farms to expand, it is also 
necessary for others to fold. 

This process of creative de- 
struction is not unique to farming; 
it is at the heart of economic devel- 
opment and rising living standards. 
The harsh truth is that an industry 


will never have the incentive to 
strive for more efficient, cheaper 
methods of production if its entre- 
preneurs are guaranteed a firing by 
the state. If all farms, large and 
small demand and receive com- 
pensation the cost to the taxpayers 
will be enormous and the end result 
must be attempts by the EU to 
slow down the pace of reform. 

This raises a paradox for the UK 
fanning industry. Its large-scale 
producers are highly efficient and 
brace potentially highly competitive. 
Yet they can fully exploit this ad- 
vantage only if the pace of reform 
quickens. World markets, despite 
last year’s setback in Asia, are de- 
veloping rapidly, and in order to gain 
reasonable shares of these fast- 
growing markets, the EU must 
speed up the pace of reform. 

Far from aiding competitiveness, 
government subsidies remove in- 
centives to be efficient In the case 
of larger farms, who do not need the 
subsidy these payments are chan- 
nelled into land and asset purchas- 
es, which increases the cost base. 

Providing s mailer-scale farms 


with full compensation will not im- 
prove their ability to compete but it 
will slow down their rate of exit from 
the industry. Many of these smaller 
scale farms are “managed” by a 
fanner who , in the vast majority of 
cases, will be leaving the industry 
overthe next 10 years. Onty a small 
proportion will be succeeded by 
their children. Rifl compensation for 
such farms may be justified as a soc- 
ial payment but it should not be used 
as an excuse for providing full com- 
pensation to larger farms. 

Confusing social issues withpro- 
duction has blighted British and Eur- 
opean farming alike for decades. 
Soon, though, the European Union 
may do the unthinkable and allow 
the industry to compete with world 
markets. Uncomfortable -for the in- 
efficient - it will be, but this is the 
only real security for future gener- 
ations of farmers. 

The author is a former chief econ- 
omist for the National Farmers 
Union; he is now director of the 
executive MBA at Cranfield School 
of Management 


than later. We can but hope that as 
the UK prepares for membership of 
EMU, the world's financial mar- 
kets are restrained from causing the 


these farms are too small to be 
viable, that is a social not an industry 
issue. The nuirfoexs of smaller farms 
have been steadily declining for 
many years; the CAP has slowed the 
rate of decline for these farms but 
it has proved unable to halt the tech- 



THE INDEPENDENT 


Bird Song Clock 


- £24.95 incp& 



Featuring the twelve most popular British common or garden birds, [hi? is o 
really delightful dock! As ibe clock reaches each hour, the bird that the hour 
hand points to wj|| give a beautiful rendition of its song and it won’t be long 
before you are familiar whb each bird's song. The Tawny Owl. Chaffinch, 
Cuckoo, Great Til Great Spoiled Woodpecker. Song Thrush. Bom Owl. Wren. 
Blackbird. Blue Til. Nightingale add Robin will serenade you throughout the 
day. Ar night, a clever sensor in the clack registers when it gels dark and turns 
the sound Off until morning. 

The British Bird Song Wall Clock measures 1 37“ (34cm) in diameter and has 
an eye pkasing malt hunter green surround. Accurately operated with a quartz 
movement, the dock requires 3 x AA batteries (not supplied) and costs just 
£24.95 including p&p. 

A SJp dntolkm Mill be made o ibc Royal Socks) for Bk Pmectiun of Birds for euh dock 
sold. RSPB registered Chanty No 317076. 

I Canto Syr Cm Stof.breta EJJ ML 


HOW TO ORDER 

Fill in the coupon and send together with 
cheque or postal oedetft. NO CASH please 
10- 

THE INDEPENDENT RSPB CLOCK 
OFFER. PO Box 9477. London E3 3SH 
Fon Acaeffi/VfcA osuexs, flease puusk 
•171 510 0191 

Or fve enquiries ptesse call 0171 S10QI93. 

We deliver m addresses in Che UK only. 
Plcue allow op O’ 28 cfayi for deti very froai 

receipt of fzrder. 

Return witfain 7 days (or refund if not com- 
phtdy satisfied. Offer subject to availability. 


Please send me 


RSPB dock/* 

& £24.95 each inc p£p 

I enclose a crossed cheque fori 

(address oq baefcj made payable lo: 
hNependem Newspapers (UK) Ltd INDS9 
or debit my AetaWisa account by 
this amount. My card number is: 


Expiry Date, 

Signaling 
NAME 


ADDRESS 


Post Code 

Seal IK 

THE ftrePEWSNT RSPB CLICK OFFER. 
PO &.TT <WT7. LflcdTO El tSH 

Rare ad to to* rf do n n bkw 

hare at fen Item Uqnda* 

IfKi LH .*<*■£>■*■ qvretel W 
bApenka Ne«was AIK) LaL imw 


□ 


The dangers of English chauvinism 


f THE UNITED Kingdom 
is embarking on a con- 
stitutional revolution. 
Virtually every aspect 
of bow we govern ourselves is 
being changed, in some cases 
fundamentally. And yet, there 
is a sense that the Govern- 
ment Jacking as it does a log- 
ical blueprint for reform, has 
embarked on a constitutional 
journey which has all the hall- 
marks of a mystery tain; to a 
destination unknown. 

The effect of the constitu- 
tional changes in Scotland, 
Wales, Northern Ireland and 
London will inevitably increase 
their political bargaining 
power with Westminster They 
will lobby hard to retain or in- 
crease the proportion of tax 
revenues which they enjoy. 
The consequence for the Eng- 
lish regions is that -without the 

political dout which regional 
government would give - they 
will lose out 

If we accept that there is a 
strong case for regional gov- 
ernment in the English 
regions, what form should it 
take, what powers should it 
have, and how should it fit in 
with other; existing levels of 
government? 

Wfe must begin by accepting 


that the UK's Constitution, 
even when reformed, will owe 
more to Heath Robinson than 
to a Jefferson or Hamilton. 

This Government has no 
coherent vision for a reformed 
constitution. It is almost proud 
of the fact And, in a sense, it 
is merely following a long 
British tradition of patch-and- 
mend pragmatism rather than 
logical or theoretical blue- 
prints. If we accept a rolling 
p mg rammp nf En glish regional 
government -as part of the 
patchwork quilt which forms 
the British constitution, what 
would regional government in 
England look like? 

The initial powers for re- 
gional assemblies would, I sug- 
gest have many similarities 
with those of the Welsh As- 
sembly, without the powers to 
make secondary legislation. 
They would have responsibility 
for health, education, housing, 
p lanning, transport, economic 
development, sport and the 
arts. This list immediately 
raises the question of tiie re- 
gion’s relationship with local 
government There is a poten- 
tial danger of conflict between 
the two, particularly if the Gov- 
ernment proceeds to enable 
local authorities to have pow- 



PODIUM 

DICK NEWBY 
From the Wainwright 
lecture by the Liberal 
Democrat peer to his 
party's Yorkshire and 
Humberside Conference 


erful elected mayors - and re- 
cent polling evidence gives 
strong support to this proposal 
But I see the role of the region 
essentially to be to set out a re- 
gional strategy in the policy 
areas for which it is respons- 
ible, and to take over from the 
unelected and barely account- 
able regional offices of gov- 
ernment departments the 
responsibility for ensuring that 
government expenditure is 
used to best effect This would 


permit greater flexibility to re- 
spond to regional needs. 

A regional assembly would 
of course be elected, and there 
are the usual compelling ar- 
guments for doing this by STV 
[single transferable vote] in 
multi-member constituencies. 
Should the assembly have tax- 
raising powers? The argu- 
ments for doing so are very 
strong. Tax-raising power is at 
the heart of all political power 
and, if regional assemblies 
really are going to have some 
degree of independence from 
Whitehall an ability to raise at 
least part of their revenue dir- 
ectly has great appeal. The 
range of taxes which could be 
deployed sensibly at regional 
level is, however quite limited. 

The Scottish Parliament will 
be up and running in six 
months' time. Belatedly, Eng- 
lish parliamentarians are scur- 
rying round trying to agree the 
response. The Conservatives 
are half proposing a separate 
English Parliament which 
would mirror the Scottish Par- 
liament. I would strongty 
oppose a new English Parlia- 
ment It would run the risk of 
becoming a depository of chau- 
vinistic English nationalism of 
the worst Wnd. 


Equally, I do not belli 
that it will be acceptable 
English MPs - or Lords - 
have Scottish parti cipatior 
debates and votes on Engl 
(or English and Welsh! lej 
lation. The resolution of t 
problem is, I believe, to 
found using the model wh 
Liberal Democrats use, Ei 
debate at conference is eitl 
a federal or an English debs 
When it is a Federal debi 
everyone can participate. In 
English debate, only Engl 
representatives can The sai 
procedure should be adoptee 
Westminster. 

How do we achieve regioi 
government? It will not coi 
without a struggle. This & 
eminent fa not committed to 
and the Tbries are opposed 
Some commentators a 
coming round. Jeremy ft 
man, in his book on the Engfii 
concludes: “New nationalism 
less likety to be based on fla 
and anthems. It is modest, i 
dwiduafistic, ironic, concern 
with cities and regions as wi 
counties and countries. In i 
age of decaying nation stat 
it might be the nation- 
alism of the future.” But 4 

then. Jeremy Pa tman io ^ 
a Yorkshireman! a 
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COMMENT/5 


The slow burn of the euro 



Hamish 

McRae 

Money is the strangest of 
commodities. Sometimes 
if moves fast; other times, 
with glacial slowness 

IT IS hard, on this occasion, not to 
agree with Charlie Whelan. 

The soon-to-depart press secre- 
tary of the Chancellor said yester- 
day that it “could not be right” that 
his own activities should attract 
more press attention than the 
launch of the euro. In 25 years' time 
the brief Whitehall career of a press 
officer will hardly warrant a footnote 
in the history of politics in the UK 

- it will get the footnote only if it 
becomes an early sign of the un- 
ravelling of what appeared to be a 
promising government 

The euro, on the other hand, will 
be a major feature in the history 
books for generations to come. At 
one extreme, children maybe learn- 
ing that the year 1999 was a key date 
in the creation of the United States 
of Europe, just as 1776 was a key 
date in the creation of the United 
States of America. At the other ex- 
treme, they may learn that this was 
the equivalent of the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles in 1919, a botched political de- 
cision that helped to push Europe 
along a slide to catastrophe. 

Or maybe (and this is my own ex- 
pectation) they will learn that it was 
an interesting monetary experi- 
ment like the Bretton Woods fixed 
exchange rate system of 1944, that 
worked for a while reasonably well 

- and then fen to bits after lasting 
less than a generation. 

Yesterday everyone involved 
with the euro was congratulating 
each other at its smooth launch. In 
feet there were only two things that 
might have gone wrong. One was 
some kind of technical failure as a 
result of loading a new currency on 
to the computers of the world’s 
banks. It didn’t, which is unsur- 
prising when you consider the con- 
siderable technical competence of 
big banks. They are terrific at the 
actual mechanics of banking- ft is 
in lending billions to Russia (or who- 
ever) that they screw up. 

The second was the possibility of 
some kind of speculative attack. Ebr 
example, the irrevocable locking to- 
gether of European currencies 
might encourage holders of one (say 
the Italian lira) to bad out and pile 
into another (say the German 
marie) on the grounds that the lockr- 
ing together might not be so irrev- 
ocable after alL Bui the fact that this, 
too, foiled to happen is also unsor- 



A Parisian artist joins in yesterday’s celebratory parade in the French capita! to mark the smooth launch of the euro 


prisin g , for there is no reason why 
it should happen now as opposed to 
in a year or two. 

Money is the strangest of com- 
modities. Sometimes it moves with 
astonishing speed: currency rates 
change, interest rates change, 
stock-market prices soar and 
plunge, giant projects are financed, 
countries default on their debts. All 
this can happen in a few minutes, 
occasionally in a few seconds. 

At other times it moves with 
glacial slowness. Those of us who 
were taught our economics in the 
Sixties were told that currencies 
were fixed together and also fixed 
to gold. That was the world system, 
a global agreement that had under- 
written the post-war recovery by 
giving international traders the 
currency stability that they needed 
to plan production, trade and so on. 
This was in contrast to the bad old 
days of the inter-war period when 
currencies Boated, countries de- 
valued to obtain a competitive ad- 
vantage, protectionism rose and 
trade collapsed 

Ttenaons within this system were 
evident almost immediately, for 
sterling was over-valued and had to 
be devalued in 1949. Strains in- 
creased during the Sixties and the 
system finally fell to bits in 1972. But 


the key lesson is that it took years 
for those pressures, which were ev- 
ident at the start, to break through. 
Political will can resist financial 
forces for a long time. 

So it is terribly important now to 
ignore both the hype and the hatred: 
that the euro project is bound to be 
a success because it has started so 
smoothly, or that it is bound to fail 
because the people at the European 
Central Bank are incompetent 

Both views are wrong. Even if it 
runs smoothly for many months, 
even years, that does not ensure its 
survival Howevec even if it were 
managed moderately incompet- 
ently, it could still last foryears. The 
economies of developed countries 
are pretty robust animals: you can 
throw quite a lot of incompetence 
at them and they still manage to 
survive. Look at the way they 
scrambled through the collapse of 
the fixed rate system and the great 
inflation of the Seventies and 
Eighties. 

So what should we think? Leave 
aside for the moment the con- 
tentious issue of whether Britain 
should join, which is really a separ- 
ate decision involving sovereignty 
as well as finance and economics. 
What we should try to do is to see 
this venture in a long historical con- 


text and then - in the months and 
years ahead - look for clues as to 
how the advantages it confers and 
the tensions within it will play out 

The euro represents a powerful 
unifying force in an area that has not 
had a single currency for some 1,500 
years -not since the Roman empire. 
The fact that the money is the 
same on different sides of a border 
inevitably binds the economies on 
each side more dosefy together So 
the continental European economy 
will inevitably become more closely 
integrated as the years go by. 

This inevitability stems from 
(sorry about the expression) price 
and wage transparency - the feet 
that both companies and individu- 
als win be able to see the differences 
in wages and prices in different 
parts of the Continent Sure, at the 
moment anyone with a calculator 
can work this out pretty fast, but not 
having to work it out at all really 
does change things. 

How will transparency affect 
Europe? Well, of course we have no 
folk memory of the Roman empire, 
but we can look back at the early 
Fifties here, before the surge of 
international trade changed our 
lives. Things we bought were made 
here: if you wanted a car or a TV set 
you bought a British one because 


that was the onfy sort available. Now 
it is impossible to buy either. 

But not all services are similariy 
traded. We still have bank accounts, 
mostly, in British banks. So conti- 
nental Europe will be faced with a 
wave of cross-border trade not just 
in goods but also in services. Com- 
panies that are uncompetitive (like 
our car makers) will gradually dis- 
appear. Companies that are good 
mil tend to take over. The single 
European market will make another 
leap forward, and though there will 
be winners and losers the overall ef- 
fidency of the European economy 
will undoubtedly rise as a result 

This will create tensions. Tb take 
another analogy, look at our local 
high streets. Stand in Inverness and 
you see the same stores as you do 
in Plymouth. That homogeneity 
has not yet happened on the Con- 
tinent but it wflL WiD Europeans feel 
comfortable about the practical 
aspects of economic integration, in 
particular the feet that local 
companies may fail as outsiders 
come in? 

People wQl move mare, too, as in- 
dividuals can compare wages more 
directly and companies can more 
easily scour a larger market for tal- 
ented staff Again, the overall econ- 
omic effect will be for more 


Posen/ Pavani/AFP 

efficiency, but will continental Eur- 
opeans feel comfortable about the 
migration that will result - “their" 
people losing jobs to outsiders? 

I suspect that in the early years 
of the euro, these practical tensions 
will prove more difficult to contain 
than the more abstruse concerns 
about an interest rate being set by 
a committee in Frankfort rather 
than bya local central bank or fin- 
ance ministry. Look 10 or more 
years forward and the pressure 
could become enormous. But if 
euroland does get through the next 
three years and succeed in ex- 
changing all the marks, francs, lire 
and so on for euros, then do not ex- 
pect the thing to break up swiftly 
thereafter. 

Money is only money. People do 
adapt surprisingly fast to having a 
different kind of the stuff in their 
pockets and their bank accounts. We 
have, after all, had to adapt to the 
feet that our money now is worth 
less than 10 per cent of what it was 
worth 30years ago. That is a much 
bigger adjustment than the shift 
from one currency to another. 

So what happens in the next few 
weeks is no guide, positive or neg- 
ative. to the future. Beware the 
euro-euphoria. Beware, too, the 
euro-sneers. 
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of Reply 

Hilary 

Wainwright 



The editor of 'Red 
Pepper’ replies to 
David Aaronovitch’s 

article on splits in 

the Government 

DAVID AARONOVITCH is 
wrong to assume that plotting 
and jostling for position are all 
that we'll see in the after- 
math of Peter Mandelson's 
resignation, and that Tony 
Blair's charisma will win 
through. 

Prescott's efforts to exploit 
a mood of disaffection with 
New Labour point to deeper 
political forces than be or 
other cabinet ministers can 
control. MPs. councillors, 
party members and trade 
unionists generally have 
gained a moral confidence to 
speak out where before they 
suffered in silent anxiety. 

This stems not only from 
Mandelson's fell but also from 
what his aspirations (and the 
Prime Minister's extravagant 
sympathy towards them) re- 
veal about New Labour. Man- 
delson's desire to live in 
swankyiand, a desire so strong 
that all his renowned acumen 
was thrown to the wind, is a 
striking metaphor for New 
Labour. With his half-million- 
pound house, Mandelson is 
saying: “Look, I'm one of you; 
I'm a Labour minis ter without 
any hang-ups about associat- 
ing with the filthy rich -in bet 
I prefer them to people who 
live dirt cheap." Meanwhile, 
the Government's policies are 
saying to the rich: “You’re all 
right with us." 

Charlie Whelan's efforts to 
make the Chancellor look like 
an all-year Father Christmas 
have provided a camouflage. 
But low renewals of party 
membership «even in Sedge- 
field, I hear) and opinion polls 
in Scotland and Wales, are 
signs that the camouflage is 
wearing thin. The Prescott- 
Brown alliance may be evok- 
ing the mantra of “traditional 
values" to advance its own 
position, and also provide 
cover fora government whose 
moral character is in question 
with its own supporters. But 
the sounds they give off as they 
jostle encourage more radical 
pressures for change. 
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A place of secrets and wives 


ITS NOT all jam being a man these 
days. Pilloried in the media fin: our 
risible shortcomings, we cant even 
respond by being strong and silent. 
Strong and sflent gets you no points 
any more. Sensitive and articulate is 
the thing - notour forte. But there is 
a consolation: for the first time, it is 
interesting to be a man (to men, at any 
rate). Being a man is now a profitable 
literary theme. Just ask Nick Hornby. 
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Tuesday book 

THE COUNTRY OF MARRIAGE 

BY ANTHONY GIARDINA. FLAMINGO. E1T.99 


would be wrong. This is not some 
fictional equivalent of Men are from 


Anthony Giardina’s The Country of Mars, Women are from Venus. These 


Marriage is a collection of stories 
offering the American take on this 
theme. The cover bears the shoutline 
(or mambJehne, perhaps) “the emo- 
tional silences of the married mart”. 


I imagine the reaction of most British 
reade rs would be the same But we 


stories offer no lists of things to do to 
improve your marriage overnight. 
They simply describe what being in- 
side a marriage is like, with elegant 
and often painful accuracy. 

There is considerable variation. 
Some stories are told in the first per- 
son, some in the third. One is narrat- 



The long hauh Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald 


Corbis 


ed by a woman. “The Second Act" 
imagines how Scott and Zelda’s 
Fitzgerald's marriage would have 
gone on if he had not died in 1940. “The 
Films of Richard Egan” charts Egan’s 
disappointing career and sees in it a 
symbol of lost dreams - the inevitable 
fading of that sense of “specialness" 
we have as children. 

Despite the variations, the nine 
stories share a strong family resem- 
blance. AD are written in the same icy, 
skilful prose. The same themes 
emerge: the secrets that even (espe- 
cially) the most intimate marriages are 
full of the acute (but fotOe) under- 
standing of migun dprs tonding Giar- 

dina’s men are self-aware but 
paralysed They smote cigarettes and 
look at the stars after their wives have 
gone to bed. They know precisely 
what’s going wrong but can’t lift a 
finger to change it 

His prose is foil of insights thatwill 
make men nod in rueful recognition. 
In place of the usual “My wife doesn’t 
understand me”, he has “She was 
quite certain she could see right 
through me... [but] what she was see- 
ing was onfy the mirror of herseK what 
such behaviour; if she were doing it, 
would certainly mean.’' 

Sometimes, there is understanding, 
but it leads onfy to the tiniest change. 
The longest and most representative 
story is The Secret Life". A man goes 
on an unsatisfactory camping week- 
end with his wife and daughter His 
secret is that be is having an affair, bat 
this is not the real secret The real 
secret is that he has never really met 
bis wife at the deepest level - “The 


large and fulsome emotional life she 
lived had not been his”- and it is tins 
secret that she penetrates during the 
weekend. 

She understands at last that she is 
alone; she resolves that she will stop 
asking for what she will never geL It 
is this “awful adjustment" that, para- 
doxically’ will allow them to stay to- 
gether Both understand this without 
a word being spoken. 

In the end, these stories offer a 
small, cold hope. Marriage is a perilous 
place but its perils can be known and 
accepted unlike those of the world out- 
side it Marriage is a refuge, a 
“bubble”. To stay in it scrupulous 
understanding and a continuing 
stoicism are needed. 

Compare this with recent British 
fiction on the subject of masculinity. 
We are not comfortable with such her- 
oic seriousness. We prefer a more 
jokey, blokey. okey-dokey approach. 
Take Robert Llewellyn’s The Man on 
Platform 5 (Hodden £14.99): a role- 
reversed version of Pygmalion in 
which two half-sisters, Gresham and 
Eupheme, make a wager when they 
spot a trainspotter at Milton Keynes 
station. Eupheme has seven weeks to 
transform this car-coated, video- 
recorder-carrying nerd into an at- 
tractive man that Gresham will fancy. 
If s a novel about surfaces - do they 
reflect, or affect what's underneath? 

I*m normally suspicious of novels 
by celebrity comedians (Llewellyn 
was Kryten in RedDwarf but this (me 
has plenty ofgood points. The dialogue 
is first-rate - particularly that of Ian 
Ringfold, the trainspotter. Yes, in- 
deedfy-doodfy. Blimey O'Reilly. Ring- 
fold comes to life so sympathetically 
that I not only believe in hfe existence, 
Fd like to meet him. And the plot, after 
taking us on a breathless ride, gives 
us a nice soft landing. 

This is an optimistic novel that pro- 
claims there’s hope for men yet It’s 
an enjoyable entertainment but 


Llewellyn does not go as deep as Giar- 
dina, and doesn't really try to. There 
is some seriousness here, but it has 
to be heavily sweetened with comedy 
to be acceptable to the British palate. 
Giardina's uncomfortable truths don't 
slip down quite so easily, but they offer 
more food for thought especially if 
you're a man - or a woman. 

BRANDON ROBSHAW 


TUESDAY 

POEM 

HEDGEHOG 

BY JO SHAPCOTT 

The road is slick 
in the rain 
and good slugs 
can be nuzzled 
out of shadows 
under hedgerows. 

I understand. 

It's plain 

you can’t hurry across 
even when those other lights 
come at you. 
preceding 

the hurtling moun tain. 

Our poems this week come 
from volumes shortlisted for 
this year's T S Eliot Prize, to 
be announced on 11 
January. Shortlisted authors 
will read at the Almeida 
Theatre. London N. 1 on 
Sunday 10 January ( box 
office: 0171-359 4A0A). Jo 
Shapcott's ‘My Life Asleep' is 
published by OUP (£6.99). 


PIANO 




For almost two hundred years : 
Chappell of Bond Street has been 
London's premier music store. Now. our 
January Sale offers remarkable reductions 
on our huge range of grand and upright models, 
selected from the world's finest pianos. 

Your new piano will be delivered anywhere in 
mainland Britain, and in true Chappell 
tradition, after settling, it will be Fne tuned 
and regulated free of charge. 

Freephone London 0800 542 1S27 
Freephone Milton Kevnes 0800 542 1811 



JS/f 

50, New Bond Street, London W1Y 9HA 
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Jerry Quarry 


JERRY QUARRY lived for the 
moment, in the boxing ring and 
out Sadly, his life style aged him 
before his time, and his demise 
was drawn out Before his decline 
set in with horrible finality in the 
1990s, he wrote what should be his 
epitaph: “I've been in the ring with 
the best of all men / Some say the 
best of all time / I gave my ail, 
round after round / And the world 
knows I tried / 1 fought with heart 
/ But needed much more f A 
bridesmaid but never a bride . . ." 

At his peak, as a top-class heavy- 
weight in the late 1960s and early 
1970s, Quarry fought Muhammad Ali 
twice and fought for two versions of 
the world championship against 
Jimmy Ellis and Joe Frazier. 

He boxed in Britain twice, knock- 
ing out the British heavyweight 
champion Jack Bodefl in 64 seconds 
at Wembley in November 1971. and 
the following year outpointing his 
fellow American Larry Middleton. 

When he fought BodelL the no- 
toriously unorthodox Derbyshire 
southpaw, pre-fight speculation 
hinged on how long it would take 
Quarry to solve the style of a man 
who had just trounced Joe Bugner 
over 15 rounds. “Did you find him 
awkward?" said an eager journalist 
in the dressing room inquest 
“Well,” said Quarry. “He sure fell 
awkward ..." He also twice defeat- 
ed the British heavyweight Brian 
London in California, in 1967 and 1969. 

After a 200-fight amateur career 
in California, Quarry turned pro- 
fessional just before his 20th birth- 
day, in 1965. He was unbeaten in his 
opening 21 contests, and the former 
heavyweight champion Rocky Mar- 
ciano went to see his 22nd, at the 
Olympic Auditorium in Los Angeles, 
with a view to taking over as his man- 
ager. Marciano was disappointed, 
however, and left before the end as 
Quarry was outbeaten by Eld die 
Maehen. a veteran contender known 
as “The Old Professor". 


When Muhammad Ali had his 
boxing licence withdrawn in 1267 for 
refusing to be drafted into the Viet- 
nam War, the World Boxing Associ- 
ation organised an elimination 
tournament to decide a new cham- 
pion. Quarry reached the final, by 
outpointing Floyd Patterson and 
then stopping the respected and 
hard-hitting Thad Spencer in the 
12th round. However, he reserved 
one of his worst performances for 
the final, a dreary 15-rounder won 
on points by the negative, counter- 
punching Jimmy Ellis from Ali’s 
home city of Louisville, Kentucky. 

By 1969, Quarry's hard left hook- 
ing had brought him back into con- 
tention and be was matched with Joe 


Frazier, who was recognised as 
champion in New York and several 
other American states. Quarry was 
pulled out on the advice of the doc- 
tor at the end of round seven. “They, 
never thought I had a heart till that 
fight," he remembered. “Damned 
shame I had to show 'em that way." 

His most famous night was in 
Atlanta, Georgia, in October 1970, 
when he was the “fall-guy” for 
Ali's comeback from his three- 
year exile. Quarry was stopped be- 
cause of a badly cut eye in the third 
round. It brought him his biggest 
payday $338,000. 

A rematch with Ali two years later 
ended in seven rounds, with Quar- 
ry admitting afterwards his con- 
centration was deeply affected by a 


chilling knockout suffered by his 
younger brother Mike in the previ- 
ous bout Mike was knocked un- 
conscious for 10 minutes by the 
world light-heavyweight champion 
Bob Pbster; and there were, initial- 
ly at least, serious fears for ins 
health. “I watched it on the monitor 
in the dressing room and it totally 
destroyed everything I wanted to do. 
I thought he had killed my brother” 
Quarry enjoyed a revival in 1973 
when he outpointed Ron Lyle, a for- 
mer long-term convict foam Denver; 
and knocked out the thunderous 
punching Earnie Shavers in one 
round. He was close to a shot at the 
winner of the Ali- George Foreman 
fight in Zaire, but instead fought Fra- 


den m New York, and was beaten in 
five rounds. The old champ Joe 
Louis refereed - and many felt he let 
it go on too long. 

Quarry retired in 1975, following 
a defeat by Ken Norton, and worked 
as a bodyguard for the pop group 
Three Dog Night returned with a 
win in 1977 and retired again for six 
years. The first fears for his health 
were voiced at this time by Cali- 
fornian doctors, who felt he showed 
the initial signs of brain damage. 
After his second fight of 1983, be 
needed 62 stitches in a gruesome 
network of cuts, yet he won. “It was 
fen, but that's enough, 1 ’ he said. The 
Californian Commission agreed. 

He took to selling mobile homes 


and been He once looked back at his 
tough upbringing and said: “I've 
led a Grapes cf Wrath life ..." He 
had been, articulate and fresh-faced 
in his youth, with a passion for po- 
etry and had said he wanted to move 
into boxing commentating when he 
retired from toe ring. Instead, he tost 
the estimated $2.1m he had earned 
from boxing as his life hit a down- 
ward spiral of divorce, drug and al- 
cohol abuse, and a sad refusal to 
accept that his youth had gone. 

“Wbuld I do it all over again?" he 
said in 1990. “When l started in 1965, 
I was changing Greyhound Bus 
tyres for a living, bringing home 
$99.50 a week. Ybu damned wefl know 
I'd go back into boxing. Yes, sir!” 

He was surely declining mental- 
ly when he fought for the last time, 
in a six-round dub fight in Col- 
orado in 1992, when he could no 
longer get a Ecence in California. He 
absorbed a pounding from a novice 
named Ron Cranmer. His purse 
was a fraction above $1,000, but the 
legacy was terrible. 

By 1995 he was in the care of his 
elder brother James and was offi- 
daily suffering from severe pugilis- 
tic dementia. James set up the 
Jerry Quarry Foundation, a non- 
profit charity to assist disabled for- 
mer boxers who need mare help 
than is provided fay the social ser- 
vices. Quarry was frequently con- 
fused and had difficulties carrying 

nut simple tasks likg shap in g nr tyin g 

shoe laces. ‘Jerry has 60 per cent 
short-term memory loss and the 
temperament of a 12-year-oid,” said 
his brother 

Quarry was taken into hospital 
with pneumonia last week in Tem- 
pleton, California, and dial following 
a heart attack. 

BOBMEE 

Jerry Quarry, boxer: born 15 
May 1945; three times married 
(three children); died Templeton, 
California 3 January 1999. 


* Would I do it all over again? 1 he said in 
1990. e When I started in 1965 , 1 was 
changing Greyhound Bus tyres for a 
living. You damned well know Vd go 
back into boxing. Yes s sir V 


zier again in Madison Square Gar- 



Quarry’s 1972 rematch against Muhammad AU fleft) ended in seven rounds 



‘Then it was my turn to cry!’ Hulton. Getty 


THE SAD thing about a career like 
Ruth Clifford's, which began at the 
dawn of the feature film, is that 
most of the films that made her 
reputation have been lost 

She was born in Pawtucket, 
Rhode Island, in 1900. As a child, she 
loved the early movies and she and 
her brother - allowed to go on Sat- 
urdays - would sit through the pro- 
grammes twice. She was particularly 
impressed by the Biograph films, di- 
rected by D.W. Griffith. “In those 
days," she told a researcher, Susan 
McConacfay “they didn't have names 
Cor the people - Mae Marsh, Lillian 
Gish - but we made up names for 
them. Later on, I had the privilege 
of working with Mae Marsh and we 
became very dose friends.” 

Her mother died when Ruth was 
11, and she and her sister were 
placed in St Mary's Seminary on 
Narragansett Bay. At 15, Ruth and 
her sister moved to California to live 
with an aunt who bad been a stage 
actress. She made her debut at the 
old Edison company as an extra. She 
visited the Universal company, was 
quickly hired by Henry MacRae 
and by 1917 had risen to become one 
of their most valuable leading ladies, 
playing opposite some of the most 
popular leading men of the time. 

The studio survived on its west- 
erns; it employed authentic cowboys 
who found pictures paid better than 
ranching. Clifford was taught riding 
and shooting by these men - expe- 
riences which came in useful years 
later when she worked with John 


Ruth Clifford 


Ford on films like She Warea Yellow 
Rtobon, Wagon-master and The 
Searchers. (Ford liked her because 
she played bridge.) 

At Universal, she became the 
favourite actress of toe director Ru- 
pert Julian - who later directed the 
Lon Chaney version of The Phantom 
of the Opera (1925). “I worked with 
him for twoyears. He wouldn't let me 
workwitb any other director, which 
was considered a privilege.” Julian 
- real name Perrival Hayes - came 
from New Zealand. “He was 
very dignified and looked extreme- 
ly severe. He wore a stunning 
little moustache, and was always 
beautifully groomed.” 

Oddly enough, he prided himself 
on bis resemblance to the Kaiser 
Julian directed Clifford in her 
most notorious film. The Kaiser, 
the Beast of Berlin (1918), with him- 
self in toe lead Audiences became 
so worked up they threw things at 
the screen and when a German 
soldier - about to rape Clifford - is 
strangled, huge cheers went up. 
The picture’s success brought 
Universal back from toe brink of 
bankruptcy. 

In 1919, while most of the East 
Coast studios were packing up and 
moving west Clifford went in the op- 
posite direction, and made pictures 
in New York for Charles Frobman 
and for David O. Selznick’s father 
Lewis. Locations for The Peak af 
Gold were shot in Puerto Rico. 

In 1923, she played in a Graustark 
story, Jerome Storm’s Truxlon King, 


opposite John Gilbert, soon to be the 
most romantic star of his generation. 
“My favourite leading man,” she 
said “Vfe were working together and 
playing love scenes. I enjoyed kiss- 
ing him bid when he took me out I 
wouldn’t let him kiss me goodnight! 
Isn't that silly? I guess I was a 
strange kid...” 

One of her finest roles fortu- 
nately still survives - albeit in only 
one American archive. Clarence 
Brown, lata: responsible for some of 
Garbo's best pictures like Flesh 
and the Devil (1926) and Anna 
Karenina (1935), directed Buttery 
in 1924. Clifford played Hffaiy Col- 
lier, who sacrifices her own career 
for the musical education of her tal- 
ented young sister (Laura la Plante). 

Silent film actresses have an un- 
fair reputation for overacting in 
emotional scenes; Brown taught 
her never to go too far. “Do not 
ay” he advised her “The audience 
wOI think it's self-pity. Keep a stone 
in your tiuoat - swallow hard - but 
don't shed a tear” Hilary is deeply 
in love with an older man. When 
her sister bursts into toe kitchen to 
tell her that he has proposed to 
hen Ruth Clifford responds with 
great stillness - and the scene is 
profoundly moving. 

At toe opening-night party Brown 
confessed to her that he had tried 
hard to cast the role with a more fa- 
mous star; but was glad he hadn’t 
"Then it was my turn to ay!" she 
said. “When you're young and 
haven't had experience in life, you 


depend on a good director -and an 
inspiration fike that” 

A more celebrated production 
came out the same year- Abraham 
Lincoln, Clifford’s favourite of all her 
films. It was the pipe-dream of two 
youngsters who wanted to break into 
pictures with a bang. A1 and Ray 
Rockett hired the great Frances 
Marion to write toe script and Phil 
Rosen to direct Alas, only two reels 
survive, and while the picture looks 
impressive, Clifford’s role of Ann 
Rutledge is cut to the bone. The film 
won critical plaudits, but like so 
many high-minded Hollywood pro- 
ductions it was a financial flop. 

In 1924, Clifford married James 
Cornelius, a real-estate agent who 
would develop much of Beverly 
Bills. They took a cruise to Hawaii 
for their honeymoon. 

“Fortunately, marriage has 
proved beneficial to my career," 
Ruth told a journalist in 1925, 
“though, if it hadn’t, toe career 
could go hang itself.” She turned 
down an offer to do a picture with 
Valentino because she and her hus- 
band had planned a fishing trip to 
their second home at June Lake. “I 
took my work too seriously, because 
I had so little else. I never had any 
fon. I didn’t know how.” Her mar- 
riage, she said, changed all that And 
to her surprise, her fan mail in- 
creased. She and Cornelius had one 
son, James Cornelius Jnr. 

Although her mother came from 
Manchester, Ruth Clifford was proud 
of her Irish background and, when 


an Abbey Players tour reached Los 
Angeles, she became a member of 
the company. Her career continued 
into television - she played in many 
episodes of Highway Patrol in the 
1950s. On toe screen, she worked with 
Spencer Tracy in Fbrd’s The Last 
Hurrah (1958), with Gregory Peck in 
The Keys of toe Kingdom a 944) 
and The Man in the Gray Flannel 
Suit <1956). 

In the Seventies she was ap- 
pearing in commercials - some for 
British television. In the late 1980s, 
she appeared in a documentary on 
Irish cinema and Irish stars for Ul- 
ster TV A Seat among toe Stars. She 
lived in Sherman Oaks outside Los 
Angeles until 1987, when she moved 
to the Motion Picture Home in 
Woodland Hills where she died 
“She was a remarkable person," 
said her friend toe film historian An- 
thony Slide. “She disliked being in- 
terviewed Sit her at dinner and she 

would regale you with stories, but put 

a tape recorder in front of her and 
she would clam up. Yet she enjoyed 
life so much - and was never stuck 
in the past She was very weB off and 
even in her nineties she loved to go 
on cruises to places Like Hawaii, 
dancing into the small hours.” 

Kevin Brownlow 

Ruth Clifford, actress: bom Paw- 
tucket, Rhode Island 17 February 
1900; married 1924 James Cor- 
nelius ( one son deceased); died 
Woodland Hills, California 30 
November 1998. 


Diana Mulgan 

such as Teresa Berganza and Nrco- 


FOR MORE than quarter of a 
century Diana Mulgan sought 
nurtured and developed talented 
singers, presenting them to 
increasingly eager audiences both 
in Britain and abroad Among her 
charges were such household 
names as the soprano Karita Mat- 
tfla, the mezzo-soprano Anne Sofie 
von Otter and toe baritone Olaf Ban 
But it was also in the politics of 
the classical music world that Diana 
Mulgan becamea force to be reck- 
oned with. In 1980, at the age of 32 
she, along with her colleague Robert 
Rattray, bought the classical musi- 
cians' agency they were working ftu; 
Lies Askonas Ltd 
Twelve years later she stunned 
both Rattray and the entire musical 
profession by jumping ship - to- 
gether with her partner Tom Gra- 
ham, who was then a singers' 
manager at toe Harrison Parrott 
agency - to join the big multi- 
national entertainers' management 
company, International Manage- 
ment Group (IMG). The couple took 
with them more than 100 singers, 
leaving their respective former 
agencies to almost start all over 
again. As the journalist Norman Le- 


brecht noted in his 1996 book on the 
destiny of the classical musk: pro- 
fession, When toe Music Stops, “be- 
tween them, the pair managed some 
of the sweetest voices in Europe". 

But that one extraordinary pro- 
fessional move aside - which six 
years later remains a highly sensi- 
tive subject in the industry -Diana 
Mulgan is remembered for her enor- 
mous energy, her ability to sniff out 
talent and her great attention to 
artists’ needs. 

Bom in 1948. to a father who was 
a professional oboist and conductoc 
Mulgan played the violin with the 
highly regarded Leicestershire 
Schools Symphony Orchestra and 
was an accomplished pianist She 
studied German at Nottingham Uni- 
versity although to hear her speak 
the language in the office was hi- 
larious as, while nevertheless getting 
her point across, she destroyed just 
about every rule of grammar that the 
Teutonic race had ever devised 

Mulgan began her career in 1972 
as a general dogsbody andfaetotum 
for a matriarchal musicians’ man- 
ager called Lies Askonas. A Vienna- 
born fencing mistress who had 
served on General Eisenhower’s 


staff during toe Normandy landings, 
Askonas had since 1953 built up a 
high-profile roster of singers and 
conductors including Birgit Nils- 
son, Hans Hotter; Zubin Mehta and 
Claudio Abbado from little more 
than a broom cupboard, opposite a 
Soho brothel But within a matter of 
months Mulgan was unceremoni- 
ously fired from her administration 
duties due to the frequency with 
which correspondence turned up in 
toe wrong files. 

This aft-related demotion gave 
Mulgan the opportunity to develop 
relationships with the firm’s artists. 
While the agency’s representation 
of such great names might some- 
times have only been for toe mae- 
stro’s annual token appearance in 
Britain, toe doors such friendships 
opened were very important. 
Throughout her career Mulgan was 
never slow to capitalise on her mu- 
sical contacts across the world 

Askonas took toe pretty, viva- 
cious and ambitious Diana Mulgan 
under her wing, ensuring the young 
protegee witnessed at first band con- 
ductors such as Istvan Kertesz or 
Carlo Maria Giulini with the Phil- 
harmonia and legendary singers 


lai Cyedda. The older woman also 
took an interest in Mulgatfs personal 
welfare, lending Diana her home in 
Minorca from time to time. 

Askonas, who died in 1996, sold 
the company to Mulgan and Robert 
Rattray in 1980. In that pre-fax, pre- 
desktop-computer age the pair of 
them devoted huge amounts of en- 
ergy to making it a highly respect- 
ed international force in an industry 
which then at least was as much pa- 
ternal as managerial Her devotion 
to duty saw Mulgan spend many Sat- 
urdays catching up on the book- 
keeping and on more than one 
occasion she prepared a lavish feast 
for singers and conductors from a 
poky little cloakroom at the back of 
the office. 

Although Mulgan could lay her 
hands on any piece of papa- that was 
needed, her desk remained a com- 
plete mystery to those who worked 
with her; but for her the real work 
was out on the road spotting talent 
encouraging performers and wit- 
nessing live concerts. 

To the dismay of her colleagues 
Mulgan returned from the first 
Walther Gnmer Lieder Competition 


in London salivating over the vocal 
talents of the winner; a 23-year-old 
baritone from Dresden - then a city 
behind the Iron Curtain - who would 
require much looking after and for 
whom visas and travel documents 
would be a constant and expensive 
nightmar e. But that singes Okf Ban 

is today one of the most sought-after 
vocalists of his generation and with- 
in twoyears of bis competition suc- 
cess had contracts with the Royal 
Opera, Covent Garden, La Scala in 
Milan, and EMI records. 

Mulgan wouldn't just spend time 
with toe big names. No matter how 
much or how tittle income an artist 
produced for the agency, if Mulgan 
believed in a performer she would 
welcome the musician at the airport 
proffer some ego-massaging before 
toe performance, and celebrate a 
hard-won ovation with her clients 
late into the night. 

She also had a respected intel- 
lectual capacity and came to realise 
that audiences, particularly on such 
hallowed turf as toe Wigmore Hall 
in London, demanded more than 
merely to hear and see a tradition- 
al recital. And so, with the help and 
bacbfog of the hall’s director Wffliam 


Lyne, Mulgan developed toe In- 
sight Series, a string of conceits 
where audiences were first taught 
about toe poetry within Lieder be- 
fore hearing the lieder itself: 

The early 1990s saw enormous 
changes in toe way classical musi- 
cians were managed in the United 
Kingdom. While one high-profile 
company went into liquidation, oth- 
ers amalgamated or altered the 
way they operated. IMG, famous for 
the high fees and total management 
packages it commanded for its 
clients, and already prominent in 
New York, took the opportunity to 
launch into toe European classical 
music market from its established 
sports offices in London. Big-name 
artists and bigger-name managers 
defected - with Mulgan and Tom 
Graham being among the most 
prominent of toe fatten 

As the dust settled on toe ensu- 
ing uproar; Mulgan continued to 
put enormous energy into the busi- 
ness, rounding off a full day at the 
office with a concert or opera per- 
formance followed by a reception or 
party before toe whole cycle began 
again just a few hours later. 

In what little free time she en- 



joyed, Diana Mulgan loved the great 
outdoors and in 1980 completed the 
coast-to-coast footpath from Bees 
Head in Cumbria to Ravenscar in 
North Yorkshire. 

She was diagnosed with cancer in 
1395 and almost immediately after 
that devastating news she and her 
long-term partner Tbm Graham 
were married. 

TDABULLAMORE 

Diana Marion Mulgan, classical 
musicians' manager; bom 6 April 
1948; married 1995 Tim Graham; 
died London 18 December 1998 . 
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THE COMPOSE K Rolf Liebermann 
was one of the most influential fig- 
ores of the post-warmusical scene, 
especially of opera, along with such 
luminaries as Walter Legge, Her- 
bert von Karajan and Sir Rudolf 

Bing, all of whom he outlived. It was 
as an opera administrator that he 
was best known, at the Hamburg 
Opera 1959-72, and as director of the 
Paris Opera from 1973 to 1980. 

Born in Zurich in 1910, Lieber- 
mann studied law at that universi- 
ty and music at the Jose Berr 
Conservatory, and went on to study 
composition in Budapest and Vien- 
na under Hermann Scherchen, to 
whom be became secretary and as- 
sistant in 1937-38. Scherchen was 
one of the foremost advocates of con- 
temporarymusic and bad conducted 
the premieres of mapy 20th-century 
masterpieces from Schonberg’s Pier- 
rot Lunaire to works of Berg, We- 
bern, Dallapiccola and Henze, and he 
remained a major influence ami friend 
ofliebermann until his death in 196& 

In 1938 Liebermann returned to 
Switzerland to become a music crit- 
ic and at the same time studied se- 
rial 12-tone technique with Wladmir 
VogeL Being Jewish he kepL out of 
Nazi-dominated countries until after 
the Second World Wan but a strong 
anti-Nazi message runs through the 
stage works he wrote then and later. 

He became a producer fix 1 Swiss 
radio in 1945 (until 1950} and for tbe 
Beromunster Radio Orchestra (until 
1957), often working with other Ger- 
man radio stations while composing 
for the stage and concert haL An dec- 
tic with b daring technique that in- 
corporated jazz and popular musical 
elements with erudite new musical 
techniques, Liebermann was con- 
sidered a leader among post-war 
composers, but had already proved 
himself to be an administrator of 
great competence and ima gina tion. 

When the Hamburg Opera - 
which, like other German musical in- 
stitutions, had been allowed to start 
again under the strict control of the 
occupying powers - was looking for 
a general manager; he was the ideal 
candidate. As he pointed out in his 
autobiography Operrgahre (1977), 
one tiling the candidate had to be 
was Jewish. 

liebermann took on Hamburg in 
1957 and made it not only the Euro- 
pean centre of excellence in musical 


standards, but tbe main venue for 
new operatic works. He promoted the 
early careers of Plaodo Domingo and 
Mirella Freni among many others. 
His repertory balanced modem and 
traditional works, reviving forgotten 
composers ami giving specialist con- 
ductors a chance to perform their in- 
dividual enthusiasms. During this 
time he virtually stopped composing. 

His most successful work was the 
1954 Concerto for Jazz Band and Or- 
chestra, which quickly acquired in- 
ternational notoriety and helped to 
create his reputation as an enfant 
terrible whose dignified and au- 
thoritative presence covered a deep 
vein of playful naughtiness. No mod- 
ern administrator has been able as 
easily as Liebermann to do exactly 
what he wanted, however contro- 
versial, with so little opposition. 

His principal operas, Lenore 40/45 
(first performed in Basel in 1952), 
Penelope (Salzburg 1954) and The 
School for Wives (Louisville, Ken- 
tucky 1955), were well received, but 
after doing the round of German 
opera houses, had few revivals. The 
reason was that Liebermann never 
diluted the energy he put into his cur- 
rent occupation, and without new 
output a career languishes. He knew 
he could return to composition 
whenever he wanted, but the at- 
tractions of being at the centre of the 
musical world were too seductive to 
be laid aside, even temporarily. 

In 1973 he was imited by President 
Pompidou to take over and reform the 
Paris Opera which had fallen on bad 



Theodore 
N ewhouse 


A dignified and authoritative presence hiding a deep vein of playful naughtiness 


the best artists, whatever their back- 
ground or nationality. 

He employed new producers, 
some like Joseph Losey from tbe 
cinema, others from theatres and 
opera houses in Germany, Britain, 
Italy and elsewhere. He widened the 
repertoire as he had done in Ham- 
burg, where he had introduced Pen- 
derecki, Krenek, Britten, Berg and 
Janacek. but now with more tradi- 
tional works, superbly well done. 


His most successful work , the 1954 
Concerto for Jazz Band and Orchestra , 
established him as an enfant terrible 


times with a poex-administratfon, low 
musical standards and a culture of 
constant strikes. At that time Covent 
Garden and the ENO between them 
offered a wide and adventurous 
repertoire at affordable prices. 
Liebermann took London as his 
model and imposed a benevolent but 
firm hand on the Parisian anarchy, 
retiring musicians and chorus mem- 
bers who should have been pen- 
sioned years earlier and engaging 


When attacked by Pierre Boulez 
for his new-found conservatism, he 
recruited him to conduct the world 
premiere of the complete three-act 
Lulu, which had just been made pos- 
sible by the death of Alban Berg's 
widow, who had blocked it all her Me. 

He persuaded Olivier Messiaen, 
the renowned religious composer and 
teacher of the French avant-garde, 
including Boulez, to write an opera 
in his final years. St Francois d'As- 


sise, a long, daringly conceived por- 
trait, had tittle dramatic action but 
much musical originality; at one 
point the angel of music descends 
from heaven to demonstrate what 
the music of heaven sounds like. 

Under Liebermann unequalled 
performances of OteUo. ParsifaL, 
Don Giovanni and Boris Godunov 
were given, but at great expense to 
the state. Some were filmed and he 
contended that the future of opera de- 
pended partly on finance from film 
versions; in this he was prophetic. 

He retired in I980^tthe age of 70, 
intending to return to composition. 
His first prqject was an operatic 
adaptation of Waiting for Godot by 
Samuel Beckett much of which had 
been completed before permission 
was asked from the author; who po- 
litely declined. Stoically Liebermann 
went on with other composition. He 
was, however; unable to resist in- 
volvement in live performance and 
accepted the presidency of the 
Salzburg Festival, while continuing 
to act as adviser elsewhere. 

In his Paris years, he made the 
opera more international, bringing 
in leading figures from all over the 
world. Hie avant-garde had its place 
in performance of work by Stock- 
hausen and Kagel for instance, but 


less prominently than in Hamburg. 
His pioneering spirit has survived 
him: Hugues Gall, in charge of the two 
leading state opera houses in Paris, 
was previously part of his team. 

As a composer Liebermann well 
merits a revival His varied style 1 
would be enjoyed by both tradition- 
ally minded and progressive audi- 
ences. He wrote superbly for the 
voice, and in his few late works the 
music is closer to tonal models and 
bel canto than earlier. One of his last 
major compositions. La Foret U987), 
has a libretto by his wife, Helene 
Vidal; another; Cosmopolitan Greet- 
ings (1988), is scored for jazz singers 
and symphony orchestra. 

Rolf Liebermann was a Beriiozian 
character; daring and with a giant vi- 
sion. Aside from his music, his his- 
torical reputation may be similar to 
Diaghflev’s, who was an inspirer of 
others. In addition to Operryo/ms and 
its French version, Actes et Enler- 
actes (1976), still unpublished in 
Britain, he made a sumptuous alhmn 
of the productions of his Paris years. 

JOHN CALDER 

Rolf Liebermann, composer and 
administrator: bom Zurich 14 Sep- 
temberl910:7narriedH&eneVidcil; 
died Paris 2 January 1999. 


THEODORE NEWHOUSE, who with 
his two brothers assembled one of 
America's biggest communications 
conglomerates, began a lifelong 
career in publishing as a manager 
of a family-owned newspaper; The 
Long Island Press. By the time he 
retired some seven decades later, 
the family holdings included 26 
newspapers; Conde Nast Publica- 
tions, which publishes The New 
Yorker , Vogue and Vanity Fhir, sub- 
stantial interests in cable television; 
and Random House publishers. 

Newhouse was one of eight 
children from a famil y of poor Jew- 
ish immigrants who came to the 
United States at the turn of the 
century: his father was Russian; his 
mother Austrian. As a child in Bay- 
onne, New Jersey, he helped the 
family by selling newspapers and 
scrounging for firewood. 

His eldest brother, Samuel I. 
Newhouse, got the family into the 
publishing business when a local 
lawyer-businessman gave him a 
try-out at no wages. In 1911, at the 
age of 16, Sam was put in charge of 
The Staten hlandAdoance, a news- 
paper that the lawyer had taken over 
in satisfaction of a bad debt. Ra™ 
made the paper a success and 
acquired it himself in 1922. 

Theodore Newhouse, then 19, 
was brought in to help out and get 
what he would later call “on-the-job 
training", which included duties as 
the paper’s music critic and over- 
seeing the publication's classified 
advertisements. A third brother; 
Norman, was also recruited, and 
moonlighted as a reporter Togeth- 
er, the brothers established a 
management style that came to 
characterise tbe Newhouse empire 
- fru g al, secretive, and controlled 
onjy by members of the family. Nor 
were they sentimental - when The 
Staten Island Advance became un- 
profitable a few years ago, it was 
quickly shut down. 

The brothers embarked on a 
policy of newspaper acquisitions, 
amassing the fourth largest news- 
paper empire in the United States, 
that includes the Newark Star- 
Ledger. tbe Cleveland Plain Deal- 
er, the Portland Oregonian and the 
New Orleans Times-Picayune. 

In 1932, Newhouse became gen- 
eral manager of a new acquisition, 
The Long Island Press, and soon 


after became the associate pub- 
lisher of all the Newhouse newspa- 
per holdings, an involvement he 
sustained until 12 years ago when his 
health began to fa£L 

Newhouse moved into a nursing 
home and the company is now di- 
vided into two parts, the glossy 
magazine holdings run by Sam 
Newhouse’s son S.L “Si" Newhouse 
and the more profitable newspaper 
and television holdings by Si's 
brother, Donald. 

The founding Newhouse brothers 
established both a punishing work 
ethic (at work before dawn) and an 
abstemious life style (they used 
public transport); however, they 
also devised a series of tax feints and 
dodges to keep the revenue services 
perplexed. After Sam Newhouse 's 
death in 1979, his heirs. Si and Don, 
filed a return the following year de- 
claring the taxable estate to be 
$9lm, on which $49m tax was owed. 
The IRS determined it worth $962m 
and the tax 8658m, the biggest tax 
bill in histoiy. Moreover; the IRS 
charged that the original return 
was so far off base as to constitute 
fraud and imposed a 50 per cent 
penalty of $305m on top. A jury 
found in favour of the family. 

Throughout his life, Theodore 
Newhouse maintained a strong 
interest in the arts. While he was 
working at the family's first news- 
papers, he took night classes at 
several New York City universities 
in opera, music and art and studied 
dance in the summers. In later life, 
he made donations to a wide variety 
of cultural groups, including the 
New York City Opera. ' 

Theodore Newhouse never lost 
sight of tiie fact that it was his elder 
brother who got the empire started. 
In the mid-1970s, the family gathered 
at his summer borne in Connecticut 
to celebrate his 20th wedding an- 
niversary. As the lunch progressed, 
Theodore rose to give the first toast 
and heads turned expectantly 
towards his wife, Caroline. But 
Theodore raised his glass and said 
simply, “To Sam". 

EDWARD HELMOKE 

Theodore Newhouse, publisher, 
bom Bayonne, New Jersey 19 July 
1903; twice married (one daughter 
deceased ); died New York 28 
November 1998. 
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ATHERTON: Vicfey formerly 
Church, died peacefully on 2 
January at Ripon Community 
Hospital. Dearty beloved wife of 
David, and mucb-loved mother 
of Nicholas. Katherine and 
Peten fUneral at St Andrew's 
Parish Church, Keighley, at 
120pm on Thursday 7 January 
and afterwards at Newsbohne 
Manor. Oakworth. Family 
request donations instead of 
Bowers to Dr T Perrin. Breast 
Cancer R e search, with cheques 
payable to St James's Hospital, 


BRAD BE Bertha Woodall, died 
on 2 January 1999, aged 84 
years. Her funeral service will 


be held on 14 January at Monk- 
ton Combe Church at 2pm. No 
Bowers but donations if desired 
to Unifem UR or UNA UK may 
be sent c/o Co-op Rxneral 
Service, Pulteney Road, Bath, 
telephone 01225 314304. 

DEACON: Karen Olga Marie, 
much-loved wife afJobn and 
mother of Timothy Paul, 
Christopher and Louise, peace- 
fully on 31 December at St 
Peter’s Hospital, Chertsey. 
Funeral 4^f0pm, Wednesday 6 
January at St Mary’s Oatia n ds. 
Family Sowurs only please. 

LEVI: On 4 January 1999, Alfred 

Jonathan (Jon), MD FRCP 
peacefully at home, after a long 
fight against pancreatic cancer, 
borne with exceptional courage 
and dignity, and surrounded by 
his beloved and lnving wife Mary 
and childr en David, Sophie, 
Carla and RacheL Rmersl ser- 
vice at the W»st London Syna- 
gogue, Upper Berkeley Street, 
London Wi, at LSOpm on 
Wednesday 6 January, followed 
by interment at approximately 
tom at Hoop Lane Jewish 
Cemetery Golders Green. Lon- 
don NWfL Prayers at home at 
ftnm that evening. At Jon's 
request there will be no memori- 
al service. No Sowers please, 
but donations may be sent to Dr 
David Cunningham’s Research 
Rind, Royal Marsden Hospital, 
Downs Rioad, Sutton, Surrey 
SM2 5PT 


Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
deaths (Births. Adoptions, 
Marriages, Deaths. Memorial 
services. Vfeddlng amdveijaiws 

In memoriam) are charged at 
£&50 a line (VAX extra). 


Birthdays 

King Juan Carlos of Spain, 
61; Jean, Grand Duke of 
Luxembourg, 78; Mr 
Mansur Ali Khan, Nawab of 
Pataudi, former Indian 
cricketer; 58; M Jean-Pierre 
Aumont, actor; 88; Mr Alfred 
BrendeL, concert pianist, 68; 
Mrs Jean Clark, former 
President, National Council 
of Women of Great Britain, 

64; Mr John Darby, former 
chairman. Ultramar: 69; Mr 
Terry Davis MP, 61; Mr 
Robert Duvall, actor; 68; Sir 
Alan Home, former Chair- 
man, Ancient Monuments 
Board, Scotland, 86; Miss 
Diane Keaton, actress, 53; 
Lord Kingsdown, former 
Governor of the Bank of 
England, Lord-Lieutenant of 
Kent, 72; Miss Jan Leeming, 
broadcaster, 57; Miss Sarah 
Lucas, radio presenter; 48; 
Mr Maurizio Pollini, pianist, 
57; Mqj-Gen Henry Quinlan, 
former Director of the Army 
Dental Service, 93; General 
Sir Michael Rose, Adjutant 
General, 59; General Sir 
John Stibbon, Chief Royal 
Engineer; 64. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Dr Beqjamin Rush, 
politician, 1745; Jean- 
Baptiste Say, political econo- 
mist, 1767; Stephen Decatur, 
naval commander; 1779; John 
Burke, genealogist, founder 
of Burke’s Peerage, 1787; . 
Kaspar Ett, organist and 
composer; 1788; Thomas 
Pringle, poet, 1789; Thomas 
Creswick, painter; 1811; 
William Smi th Rockstro 
(Rackstraw), organist and 
composer; 1823; Khristo 
Botev; poet and revolution- 
ary 1848; King Camp 
Gillette, inventor of the 
safety-razor; 1855; Sir William 
Newzam Prior Nicholson, 
painter and engraven 1872; 
Joseph Erlangen neuro- 
physiologist, 1874; Konrad ' 
Adenauer statesman, 1876; 
Nikolai Karlovich Medtnen 
composer; 1880; Humbert 
Wblfe, poet, 1885; Clifford 
Grey, actor, writer and lyri- . 


cist, 1887; Stella Dorothea 
Gibbons (Mrs Allan Bourne 
Webb), poet and novelist 
1902; Kathleen Mary 
Kenyon, archaeologist 1906; 
Jack Lovelock, athlete and 
surgeon, 1910. 

Deaths: St Edward the Con- 
fessor; 1066; Giambattista 
Moroni, portrait painter; 

1578; Catherine de Medici, 
Queen of France, 1589; Isaac 
Reed, Shakespearian scholar 
and editor; 1807; Sir George 
Prevost soldier and states- 
man, 1816; Sir William 
Hillary founder of the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution, 
1847; Joseph Gillott steel 
pen manufacturer; 1873; 
Anton Mauve, landscape 
painter, 1888; John Westland 
Marston, dramatic poet, 

1890; Sir Ernest Henry. 
Shackleton, explorer; 1922; 
John Calvin Coolidge, 30th 
US President, 1933; Humbert 
Wblfe, poet, 1940; Amy 
Johnson (Mollison), aviator, 
1941; George Washington 
Carver; scientist, 1943; 
Roberto Gerhard, composer, 
1970; Brian Alexander 
Johnston, broadcaster and 
cricket commentator, 1994. 

On this day: Charles the 
Bold of France was killed by 
the Swiss at the Battle of 
Nancy 1477; an attempt was 
made on the life of Louis XV 
of France by Robert- 
Franqois Damiens, 1757; 
Britain and Turkey conclud- 
ed the Treaty of the Dard- 
anelles. 1869; John Thurtell 
and Joseph- Hunt were tried 
for the murder of fellow- 
swindler WUham Weare, 

Hunt turning King's evi- 
dence, 1824; Gilbert and Sul- 
livan's opera Princess Ida 
was first performed, London, 
1884; the first demonstration 
of X-rays was given by Wil- 
helm Konrad Rfintgen, 1896; 
the National Socialist Party 
was formed in Munich by 
Anton Drexler, 1919; the 
Kingdom of Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes (Yugoslavia) 
was established. 1919; in the 
US, the first woman gover- 
nor; Mrs Nellie Tayioe Ross, 
was elected, 1925; King 


Alexander of Yugoslavia 1 
established himself as a dic- 
tator, 1929; FM radio was 
first demonstrated in the US 
by Major Edwin H. Arm- 
strong, 1940; Pope Paul VI 
and Patriarch Athenagoras I 
met in Jerusalem, the first 
meeting between leaders of 
the Roman Catholic and 
Orthodox churches for over 
500 years, 1964; President 
ValSry Giscard d’Estaing 
promulgated a law making 
the use of French compulso- 
ry in advertising, instruc- 
tions on consumer goods, 
etc, in France, 1976. 

Today is Wassail Eve 
(tonight is Twelfth Night) 
and the Hsast Day of St Apol- 
linaris, St Convoyon, St 
Dorotheus the Younger; St 
Geriac, St John Nepomucene 
Neumann, St Simeon Stylites 
and St Syndetica. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Norman 
Coady, “New Appearances 
(i): attributed to the Claris se 
Master, The Virgin and 
Child”, lpm. 

British Museum: Carolyn 
Perry, “Islamic Ceramics as 
Inspiration for the Arts and 
Crafts Movement”, ll.30am. 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Diana Perry 
Aldrich, “Early Renaissance 
Sculpture”, 2pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: 
Margaret Binnie, “Sir Robert 
Yyner and His Family", 
1.10pm. 


APPOINTMENTS 

Sir Ivan CaUan, to be 
Ambassador to the Sultanate 
of Oman. 

Mr Michael John Christie, 
to be Regional Chairman of 
the Mental Health Review 
Tribunal for the North Lon- 
don and East Region. 

Ms Rrigid Mary Kane, to 
be Regional Chairman of 
the Mental Health Review 
Tribunals for the South 
London and South and 
West Region. 


Church 

APPOINTMENTS 


The Ven Anthony Foottit, 
Archdeacon of Lynn 
(Norwich): to be Suffragan 
Bishop of Lynn. 

Canon Pieter Hull ah. 
Headmaster; Chetham's 
School of Music, and Hon- 
orary Canon of the Cathedral 
and Collegiate Church of St 
Mary, St Denys and St 
George (Manchester): to be 
Suffragan Bishop of Rams- 
bury (Salisbury). 

The Rev Kathleen Batte. NSM. 

Wilford Hill (SouihweUj; In be NSM 
Pries! -in- Charge. Cindertnll Christ 
Church (same <flocese>. 

Canon John Bearpark, Vicar, Bentham 
St Margaret and Rural Dean of Eve- 
cross 'Bradford!: to be also Priest-in- 
Charge, Benlhom St John the Baptist 
i same diocese i. 

The Rev Ricfaard Bcndinfi Vicar, 
Bncfeden, and Priest-in-Cbarge, Hail 
Weston (Ely): to be Priest-in -Charge, 
ThrringUm St John, TDney All Sain ts, 
TUney St Lawrence, Wigg e nhaU St Ger- 
mans and Islington, and Wiggenhall St 
Mary Magdalene (same diocese). 

Canon Carl Garner, Diocesan 
Mlsskmer (St Albansi: to be Priest-in- 
C barge, Dtgswefl Team Ministry, and 
Honorary Canon of St Albans Cathedral 
isame diocese). 

Tbe Rev Doris Goddard. NSM. Addle- 
Htooe iGufldford): to be Assistant 
Curate, BoUeys and lone and Long 
Cross (same diocese). 

The Rev Brian Hall. Vicar, Handsvorth 
St Mary (Birmingham): to be also Area 
Dean of Handsworth (same diocese). 
The Rev Christopher Hayes, Assistant 
Curate, Barton Fleming with Fhrdon, 
Grindale and Wold Newton (York): to be 
Priest-in-Charge. RflUnglon with 
Scampelnn, Wintringham and Thorpe 
Bassett (same diocese). 

The Rev John Hnllbrd. Team Vkan 
Shelf St Michael and Buuerahaw St 
Aldan (Bradford): to be half-time 
Priesl-m-Charge, Grnbsoy with Eastfay 
(same rfiocesei. 

Tbe Hev Nigel Johnson, Rector; Calow 
andSutton-cum-Duckmanton (Derby): 
to be also Rorai Dean of Bolsover and 
Stavdey (same diocese). 

Tbe Rev Brian Leathers, Vicar; 

Heachom (Norwich): to be Priest-in- 
Charge. Stnpenhill Immanuel (Derby). 
Tbe Rev Robin Martin, with per- 
mission to officiate (Lichfield j: to be 
NSM Priest-m-Chorge. Maasburv 
(same diocese). 


Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen's life Guard at 
Horse Guards, llam; 1st 
Battalion Welsh Guards 
mounts the Queen's Guard, 
at Buckingham Palace, 
11-SOam, band provided by 
the Scots Guards. 


HISTORICAL NOTES 

Peter berresford Ellis 

Did the ancient 
Celts really exist? 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


NEWSPAPERS LOVE “shock- 
horror!” headlines. But when 
the Financial Times Weekend 
section came out with a front- 
page banner “The Celts - it 
was all just a myth" quoting the 
opinions of a learned archaeol- 
ogist in the field, the dismay and 
bewilderment reverberated 
thro ugh a cademia and beyond. 

Since “Celtic Studies" began 
at degree level in the 19th 
century, Celtic scholars have 
taught, as unquestionable facts, 
that the Celts emerged at the 
start of the first millennium BC 
around the headwaters of the 
Rhine, the Rhbne and the 
Danube. At their greatest ex- 
pansion, in the third century 
BC, they stretched from Ireland 
in the west to the central plain 
of what is now Turkey in the 
east, and as far south as south- 
ern Spain and northern Italy 
down to Ancona. 

We know that Celtic armies 
captured the city of Rome in 390 
BC and sacked Delphi in 279 
BC. Although partially ahsorbed 
or constrained by the Roman 
Empire and then by the Ger- 
manic and Slavic expansions, 
descendants of the ancient 
Celts still survive today - the 
Irish, Manx and Scots, the 
Welsh, Cornish and Bretons. 
But only 15 million speak a 
Celtic language. 


AMERICAN CINEMAS are 
so loudly amplified that 
nobody except the stone- 
deaf could possibly hope 
for tbe “assistive hearing 
device” whose availability 
is announced - in writing - 
on the screen before every 
showing; Until now, the 
word had been so rare 
that tbe OED can mention 
only the medieval Latin 


Starting in the 1970s there 
has been a second “Celtic Re- 
vival’', the first being at the end 
of the last century. A veritable 
industry of Celtomania has 
been produced, not just in aca- 
demic studies but with all man- 
ner of esoterica. Celtic music 
has even entered the “pop” 
charts. Born-again “Druids” 
come tumbling out of their oak- 
groves, and the surviving Celts 
themselves have demanded 
cultural and political autonomy 
and begun to achieve it It sud- 
denly became “cool" to be 
Celtic! Even the Galicians in 
north-west Spain, who had not 
spoken a Celtic language in a 
thousand years, pronounced 
that thqy, too, were Celtic. 

In 1997 Dr Simon James, 
writing in the British Museum’s 
magazine, attacked the popular 
misconceptions growing round 
the subject Unfortunately his 
article caused the media to 
swing the opposite way causing 
even the FT to emerge with 
its “shock-horror!'’ revelation. 
There is now a new school of 
historical theorists arguing that 
the Celts never existed. 

What Dr James actually said 
was; “The ancient Celts are 
often conceived as one uni- 
form people ..." Having set op 
his own Aunt Salty, that some 
people thought the ancient 


Celts were the “first great na- 
tion north of the Alps", Dr 
James was quite happy de- 
molishing iL As no serious 
scholar argues such a concept, 
Dr James could not be cen- 
sured for dismissing it But 
the media, in misinterpreting, 
created a new problem. 

From the commencement of 
Celtic Studies, the Celts have 
been identified purely as a lin- 
guistic group; a branch of the 
Indo-European family, like the 
Germanic Romance, Slavonic, 
Ira nian and other linguistic 
groups. Celtic is a term used to 
identity peoples who spoke a 
particular language which had 
developed away from its Indo- 
European parent probabty two 
millennia BC and which had 
already developed into several 
dialects by the time they 
emerged into recorded history. 

There was certainty no sin- 
gle “Celtic nation" but several 
Celtic peoples, with a visually 
briUfant culture, a high-tech 
one from which the Romans 
borrowed much - albeit un- 
graciously. Had the ancient 
Celts not existed then Euro- 
pean culture would have been 
drastically the poorer 

Peter Berresford Ellis is 
author qf "The Ancient World 
of die Celts’ (Constable, £25) 


WORDS 

CHRISTOPHER 
HAWTREE 
assistive, adj. 

assistive mvlier, a kind of 
nun. One can only hope 
that this cumbersome 
coining does not cross the 
Atlantic and oust the con- 


cise, honest issuing of a 
hearing-aid. 

Such shirking of physical 
fact recalls the unfortunate 
incident when an English- 
man was told by a dfent that 

she had an “exceptional” 
child, upon which be congra- 
tulated her. But she looked 
askance. She had meant 
that her offspring had a 
mental affliction. 
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They’re rivals for parental attention, success and even each other’s men. It’s an impossible re l ationship- By M aureen. y 



W e’re sure Jackie 
would have loved it" 
This is what an 
eavesdropper over- 
heard Hilary du Pr6 
saying at a pre- 
premiere showing of Hilary and Jackie, 
the film versioa of her book about her sis- 
ter: But friends of the real Jacqueline say 
that’s nonsense. She would have taken the 
film in the vidous spirit in which it was 
intended There is little here of the joyous 
young virtuoso cellist who gave the world 
so much before being struck down by mul- 
tiple sclerosis at the age of 28. Instead we 
see a manipulative sibling whose aim in life 
is to seduce her sister’s husband. The por- 
trait is so twisted they say, that it should 
be renamed “Hilary’s Revenge". 

How could she commit such sacrilege 
and hope to get away with it? If s one thing 
to vent venom on your sister when you're 
still a girl, but a grown woman should at 
least keep her mouth shut There's a for- 
mula for dealing with intrusive questions. 
It goes like this: 

“Oh. Yes. Well. We used to hate each 
other when we were little. But now, thank 
God we're the best of friends" Ask any 
woman over 21 how she gets on with her 
sisters, and nine times out of ten that’s what 
she'll tell you. She’ll be vague on the de- 
tails, though. She'll claim not to remember 
how or why or even when things turned 
wonderful She'll say, “It must have been 
that dreary summer in Galway, when 
there was no one else to talk to." Or; “I sup- 
pose things got easier after I married both 
sisters off to Spaniards." 

Or she’ll shrug her shoulders and say 
it just happened and then express surprise 
at your surprise that an 18-year hate-fest 
could evolve into a mutual fan club with- 
out her even noticing. She'll go on to sug- 
gest that forgiving a sister for all the 
horrible things she did to you is a natural 
and inevitable part of grow in g 19. But don’t 
you believe it To start liking a sister you 
once hated is the greatest feat known to 
womankind It makes childbirth look easy, 
not to mention very short 
Even after you have your happy ending, 
even if your new relationship with your as- 
ter is so good that you start remembering 
the fun times you had together as children, 
and then conveniently forgot it’s still hor- 
rifying to count the ways in which the riv- 
alry has crippled you. In my case this was 
literal. My sister; who is two years younger 
than me, also happens to be taller than me. 
And so my jealousy condemned me to 
decades of stiletto heels and platform 
shoes. To complete the false impression I 
was in the habit of buying trousers longer 
than my legs. This meant that I couldn't 
just kick my shoes off when I happened to 
find myself on a shingle beach, or change 
into trainers to gohcnriing. So I was always 
tripping and twisting my ankle. 

Even in my late thirties I was still hav- 
ing palpitations at the very suggestion that 
I consider wearing flat shoes. I was still al- 
lergic to tennis and volleyball because she 
was so good at them, and still suffering 
flashes of fury at the very mention of the 
word “Stradivari us", because my parents 
had given her one when she was 12. 1 was 
still getting migraines on the nights before 
she came to visit, and had not yet bought 
her a birthday present My alibi was always 
the same: every time 2 March came 
around, I was in bed with a high fever. 

I had two children of my own before I 
made a connection between these fevers 
and the fever I was running the day my par- 
ents brought my sister back from the hos- 
pital My parents didn’t want the baby to 
catch it so they kept me in isolation until 
I got better But not before they had 
proudly displayed their dread bundle and 
said, “Look! We've bough tyou a present 1 " 
A tactless introduction. But they are not 
to be blamed for getting my sister and me 
off to a bad start As the psychotherapist 



JACKIE AND HILARY 

As the classical ce/iist Jacqueline du Pr£ rose to international fame, her 
sister Hilary was somewhat eclipsed. Until now, that is. Her biography of 
Jackie, now a film starring Emily Watson, is causing something of a 
furore, intense sibling rivalry being the central theme. Jackie is portrayed 
as a manipulative, arrogant and emotionally dangerous younger sibling. 
No surprises that Hilary’s portrayal of her younger sister may be slightly 
subjective. Considering that she was overshadowed sexually as well as 
musically, it seems, how could it be anything else? At one point in the 
film, Jackie declares that she wants to sleep with Hilary’s husband, Kiffer 
Hnzi. After she does just that she’s heard saying. ‘I feel a million dollars 
this morning - that was exactly what the doctor ordered’. 


MARGARET DRABBLE AND AS BYATT 

These two novelists have elevated sibling rivalry to an art form. Younger 
sister Drabble's first novel. 'A Summer Birdcage’, looked at the relation- 
ship between two clever, manipulative sisters, whereas Byatt’s 1967 
novel ‘The Game' examined the dynamics between, yup, two sisters, one 
an Oxford don, the other a novelist. Drabble has admitted, ’When we 
were little, we had just an ordinary sibling irritation. Things got worse 
when we became published writers.’ Byatt’s memory is more acidic. *i de- 
vised this technique of hitting her between the eyes on the rare occasions 
she banged the piano lid on my fingers.’ Adulthood hasn’t softened her 
instincts. ’At the last ditch. I’m sure we'd rush to each other's help/ Byact 
once said. ’But at the first ditch, not necessarily.' 



JACKIE AND JOAN COLUNS 

Neither seems overjoyed by the other's success in film or books. When 
Joan became a famous actress, younger sister Jackie decided to try her 
luck at writing, and carved out a highly profitable career in raunchy 
blockbusters; 'The World is Full of Married Men’, ’The Stud’, and ‘Holly- 
wood Wives'. It's when one sibling steps into the other's territory that 
the trouble seems to start - as when Joan decided to turn her hand to 
'bodice-rippers'. Jackie is rumoured to be less than happy at this sibling 
invasion. Still, there must have been a moment of furtive glee when poor 
Joan's literary attempts in ‘A Ruling Passion* were roundly blasted by Ran- 
dom House, ending up in a court case. The subject of the book? Two sis- 
ters vying for control of a small European island, naturally. 



ANNA AND JANE CAMPION 


‘It is rather galling/ says the actress-director Anna Campion of the 
success of her younger sister Jane, director of ‘The Piano’ and ’Portrait of 
a Lady’. Jane achieved more than her sister from an early stage, appear- 
ing to be a more accomplished actress in school drama, and a better 
rider and athlete. *lt was a real bore For everyone because she would win 
everything/ says Anna. In typical sibling style, Anna followed Jane into 
film-directing with her flawed debut ‘Loaded’. Anna said of Jane, 'I think 
she wanted it to be good but not mega.' Certainly no worries on that 
score. Anna is philosophical about her sister's superior directing achieve- 
ments. ‘1 tend to think Jane is six films ahead, and so 1 just wave goodbye 
and think Tm on Concorde and she's on the Shuttle.' 


Leah Potts once said, most parents don't 
have the faintest idea how to “help sisters 
be sisters". 

When I think of the awful, awful things 
I did, I cant understand how my sister ever 
forgave me. She was not a saint, mind you. 
She was always stealing my clothes and 
ruining them, then having the gall to pre- 
tend it was nothing to do with her She often 
pretended I bad hit hei; just so that my par- 
ents would punish me. But let’s put this in 
perspective. When I was three I filled her 
pram with dirt, ostensibly so that I could 
plant a flower on her face. When I was five, 
I figured out how to cheat at Candyfand, 
and didn’t let her win once all summec I 
can still remember her bewildered tears, 
and my simmering satisfaction. And the 


taller she grew, the greater the pleasure 
I took in watching her suffer When I was 
a very small 12. and my sister a tall 10, 1 
got even by exptoitingher weakness for rice 
puddings. What I did was give her all my 
pocket money, so that she could double her 
intake and change before my eyes from a 
thin and pretty child into a balloon. 

According to a friend who has suffered 
all her life under the thumb of a sister like 
me, Larkin had it all wrong. “It wasn't my 
parents who fucked me up,” she says. “It 
was Amanda." It stffl goes on, even though 
both women are now grandmothers. They 
still cannot meet without things getting 
ugly. My friend will be sitting there, trying 
to make polite conversation. And Amanda 
will insinuate herself into the group with 


a simpering smile an d take advantage of 
the first pause in the conversation to say 
“Have you been to High grove?” When my 
friend snaps, “No you know I haven't, why 
are you asking me?" Amanda sighs and 
says, “Because it’s such a pity you've not 
been asked. It’s so lovely..." 

Their most recent argument concerned 
the disposal of their mother’s ashes. Ac- 
cording to the w3L this had to happen at 
a specific place in the wilds of Scotland. 
Amanda was having trouble fitting this 
inconvenient duty into her social whirl and 
so she decided that my friend should go on 
her own. “But it was the way she put it that 
made my skin crawL Instead of being 
honest, and saying she had been invited to 
Highgrove, she said, T think the best 


thing would be if you took care of this on 
your own. You'd be so good at it* I felt like 
saying to her; ‘Oh yes, I'm sure I will be. 
nibetm get a medal’." 

My friend got even with Amanda at a 
cocktail party a few weeks later. This 
time, when Amanda asked her the High- 
grove Question, as always in front of a lot 
of very important people, my friend said 
that she had never been there, and that 
chances were she never would. “Time is 
running out, you see. After aLL, I am 60." 

Which should sound like a very mild 
statement - unless you know that every- 
one present knew that Amanda was the 
elder aster: and so could not possibly be 
52, as she had been pre tending for so many 
years. “I derided the time had come to blow 


the whistle on her;" myfrimd told me, The 
dramas played out by rival sisters arenrll 
of such twists - which, of course, is what 
makes them so addictive and so treach- 
erous As Elizab eth Fischel points out m 
her book. Sisters . the balance of power be- 
tween sisters is “in constant flux: attunes, 
a relationship of equals, at times, anyone 
or the other may take control. .. 

When Kate Millett had a manic episode 
in 1973, her elder sister tricked her into vis- 
iting an asylum and then had her com- 
mitted FbDowing another episode m 1980. 
her younger sister tried to do the same 
thing To put all this in perspective, it may 
be useful to bear in mind that Kate herself 
once said that half her female lovers re- 
minded her of the older sister, while the 
other half reminded her of the younger. 

What a thought! It’s little wonder that 
so many sisters seek protection from each 
other by deliberately setting out to be dif- 
ferent Take Gloria Steinem's sistec She's 
a suburban housewife and mother and she 
claims she and Gloria get along because 
neither craves the other's turf The Milford 
sisters came to a similar truce - Jessica, 
you will remember became a Communist 
while Diana married Britain's leading 
Fascist Both Margaret Mead and Simone 
de Beauvoir were able to have happy, fruit- 
ful relationships with their much younger 
sisters by “playing mother". But what if 
your lives and your ambitions are too dose? 
What does Jackie Co llins think of Joan? 
How does Lucy Simon the other half of the 
original double act feel about her sister 
Carly's solo success, and how does Mar- 
garet Drabble really feel about being 
eclipsed by her sister? 

What to mate of my friend Susan's 
dile mma? She has tracked her estranged 
sister to the intensive care ward of a hos- 
pital in Australia. The sister is soon to die 
unless she has a bone marrow trans- 
plant My friend Susan has offered her sis- 
ter her bone marrow. But her sister so 
hates the thought of such a gift from her 
sister that she has refused it 
Her quarrel with my friend has to do 
with their mother's estate. Any outsider can 
see that there’s more than enough to go 
round. But of course, it’s not the money 
that counts in these things. It’s the mem- 
ory of how your sister made that adorable 
little face, played that stinking game, and 
twisted your parents around her little fin- 
ger to get more than her fair share of love 
and attention. Elizabeth Fischel calls this 
problem “limited resources", and you can 
find it at the core of just about every griev- 
ance a sister harbours against her sistec 
’fete my friend Janine, who was furious 
when her mother and sister drove 500 miles 
to see her; only to go into the next room to 
have a private giggle. How was she to know 
that they were planning a surprise party? 
As she said iud i g n an tly afterwards, “They 
should have told me!" It didn't even mat- 
ter that their intentions were excellent It 
still made her wild with anger to see her 
sister get something she wasn’t getting. I 
know how she feds because once, when my 
sistec then about 25, woke me up to teQ me 
that I was going to have my coffee black, 
as she had drunk all the milk, I sprang out 
of bed and tried to strangle her. 

All that’s in the past now. When I got di- 
vorced 10 years ago and my life fell apart 
I sort of lost my authority as elder sister. 
And so my sister took over. She turned out 
to be much better at it She’s so kind to me. 
So wise. So much fun. So generous! I can’t 
believe my good fortune. But it makes 
sense, too, that we enjoy each other's coot 

pany as much as we do. After alt we have 

so much more in common with each other 
.than we do with anyone else. It’s been 10 
years since we had anything approaching 
an argument This is the most stable fe- 
male friendship I’ve ever had, and I'm sure 
it will get even better as we get older. 

But if she ever; ever; gets up earlier than 
me again and drinks ah the milk 


What planet are we on? 


Continued from page 1 
a huge divorce settlement against 
Mick Jagger (says the Sunday 
People), how Ann Wlddecombe and 
Peter Mandelson, both Librans, will 
be transformed “from villains to 
heroes”, and the entire cast of 
Friends (mostly Leas, spookfly) will 
come unstuck, according to Shelley 
von Struncfcelm The Sunday Times. 

The Eocpress and the Daily Mail 
are currently in the midst of a sooth- 
sayer battle for readers. TheMofl of- 
fers “Jonathan earner’s Millennium 
Countdown” an this week (yesterday 
Love, today Wfealth) and a “fferson- 
al Horoscope" special free offer. 
The Express has the sainted Ms 
Qrr’s Tour Stars for 1999" running 
all week, with an eight-page pullout 
guide in colour. The Express offer 
was flagged, last weekend, by a TV 
commercial featuring Ms On; a 
grand, duchess-like figure, explain- 
ing why she is a good astrologer to 
a snappish, disembodied telephone 
price, presumably The Express’s 
-brasive editrix Rosie Boycott 

-No it wasn’t me,” said Boycott, 
all fiction. But the reason why 



we do it is because horoscopes sell 
papers. At this time of the year we 
expect to add as many as 80,000 to 
toe sales figures." At what cost of in- 
vestment? “It's done on newsprint, 
and it’s written by the staff astrolo- 
gist, so it doesn’t cost us much - in 
toe region of £12,000". 

Did a sophisticated rationalist 
like herself believe in star signs? “Ib 
an extent I think horoscopes are 
good if they can nudge you psycho- 
logically towards something you’ve 
been half-thinking, and crystallise 
the thought It’s all about language. 
The good ones write welL” 

The language issue is not one that 
springs to mind. Mischa O’Connor 
in today’s Daily Star advises, “Bor* 
rowan item instead of buying it and 
you’ll save some much-needed 
cash"; Gemini Jane in The Sun 
suggests, “It is a great time to ren- 
ovate or decorate your home." 

Justin Tbper in The Mirror, a man 
who fatalfy resembles a Glitter Band 
roadie area 1972, goes for a more dir- 
ect and positive approach ~ yester- 
day he promised Leos that 
“something wonderful is about to 


take place” and Scorpios “You are 
about to enjoy a whole new way of 
fife". But then Mr Toper lives on Par- 
adise Island in the Bahamas, and is 
entitled to a little euphoria. 

A more teasing note is struck by 

Jonathan Cainer in the Mail, 
“Things have to be different in 
1999, "he announces boldly. “You al- 
ready know, Pm sure, the things to 
which I refer. Why then, does this 
send shock waves down your spine? 
Don't you trust toe sky to take care 
of all your emotional needs?" 

Then, petoaps fearing he is being 
over-deterministic, he writes, “Are 
you worrying about going from fry- 
ing-pan to fire?" and we're back with 
the essence of horoscope writing: 
- blandness, holding steady, walking 
your own path, playing a strategic 
game, finding the middle way. The 

trick is to make toe seething neurotic 
mass of horoscope readers feel con- 
gratulated on their indecision, feted 
for their selfishness, praised for al- 
lowing forces outside themselves to 
run their lives. No wonder it* s been 
a potent tool with which to quieten 
the proletariat for 4,000 years. 


The Joys of Modern Life 


27. Zappers by Oliver Bennett 


COULD IT be that things were so 
much more complicated then? 
Did we really pull ourselves 
dean out of our chairs, walk 
over to the TV set and - risking 
all kinds of cardiovascular 
complications - man ually press 
a button to change the channel? 
I can practically hear the 
mocking, tinny laughter of toe 
Smash robots echoing up from 
TV Hell. 

Thank God for the TV zapper 
- once an item of unadulterated 
luxury, it now comes with even 
the lowliest TV set They have 
been democratised, and zapping 
has become a right not a 
privilege. How do they work? 
Who cares? like butters, 
zappers are discreet And they 
are reliable: treat your zapper 
welt Seed it the occasional 
battery, and it will reward you 
for years. Rarely do zappers go 
wrong. They are the unsung 
special agents of home 
entertainment Little effort 
is put into malting them look 
good, for zappers are mere 


functionaries. Of course, zappers 
can be irritating. Like gloves, 
umbrellas and matchboxes, they 
are good at getting lost - 
children are particularly good at 
finding them obscure new 
homes. For this reason, 
households circumscribe a 
zapper home-turf, usually atop 
the TV set while hotels often 
have them on a bendy wire like a 
telephone receiver - oddly, 
people like to nick them even 
though they are nothing 
without a host TV Such is their 
near-erotic allure. 

The classic zapper hiding- 
place is under a sofa cushion. 

But sometimes they elude us for 
longer; and we are thrown back 
into the dark age of manual 
channel-changing - making us 
love the zapper even more when 
it re-emerges. 

Zappers have even helped 
change home entertainment. No 
longer does the family have to 
commit itself to one stodgy 
programme.Wito zappers. / 
television consumption is a 


promiscuous search for instant 
gratification. And frankly, this 
model suits the medium much 
better than the patrician fallacy 
of “instructive" TV. 

Zappers have carved their 
own special role in small group 
interaction. Command the 
zapper, and you are the king of 
infinite televisual space. Lose 
the zapper, and you are at the 
mercy of the tribe leader. People 
get over this by taking 
turns with it, or 
throwing it from chair 
to chair in informal 
rotas. But as TV 
watching is 
increasingly 
a single 
person’s 
activity, this 
is not too 
great a 
problem. 
Zappers 
have also 
introduced 
interesting new 
body language 



variations. Some aim a zapper 
like a gun, putting their whole 
bodies behind it. Others have a 
more quizzical, circular 
approach. Zappers can even 
offer a substitute for language- a 
kind of semaphore. A friend’s 
elderly relative had suffered a 
stroke, causing chronic 
dysphasia. Rather than attempt 
to speak, his emotions were 
conveyed via zapper-fire - rapid 
staccato channel changes 
expressed anger; sprightly 
hopping showed a lively interest; 
smooth, considered channel 
surfing meant that calm reigned. 

Zappers are finding new 
applications daily. Many already 
have zappers for their stereos; 
some have them for their 
curtains. Advocates of “smart" 
domesticity suggest that 
households will soon sport a 
mega-rapper for everything: 
kettle-boiling, window-opening - 
possibly even toilet-flushing, But 
somehow it is the combination of 
the TV set and zapper that 
achieves true symbiosis. 
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1 th in k I’ll go and eat worms 


i Joan Hegley never seems to be in the frame 
vhen there’s a prize to be won. In fact, some would 
ardly dass him as a ‘poet’ at all. All the more reason 
I to m|ake him Poet Laureate. By Judith Palmer 
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used to enby spitting on life 
I tlebitsof^sueandfliddng 
I them atiother children 
I much more than I enjoyed 
ft poetry,” admits John Heg- 
-ey. “But I always loved hav- 
ing 1 lgt on my breath, saying dib 
dib c b, lob dob deb, or reciting the 
Litai f. Blessed b* God. Blessed be 
His 1 oV Name’ -rinsisssstent, re- 
lentljssss language," he surges 
catei heroically; unleashing this 
bam Q of sibilants as vigorously as 
gobfc :b of Kleends from a warrior- 
scho boy’s ruleij 
“I i as soon as you call some- 
thing jpetry, you’re in trouble. It's 
alien ted from our lives. Maybe the 
worq*petry* is abit worn out,” he 
suggms. “Would people be less 
snottyf it were tailed bingo? Or 
pingo^oetringo) Lingo? Would it 
changi things ?'’ he demands, the 
frenzid rhymes ringin g through 
his cofee-spoon to his saucer. 
“The logo Laureate! Doesn't that 
sound rflliant?” 1 

Linp King or Poet Laureate, 
whateer|you choose to call it, 
Williai Hil has been offering odds 
of 14- for Hegley to succeed Ted 
Hughs to he royal butt of sack. An 
unBayde iskm perhaps, but the 45- 
year-ld raparet poet would be a Ear 
fronunpopplar choice. Last October 
BBQudieices voted Begley’s scat 
olojsal liiierick about Miserable 
Mal&kn’s jmally stoppered Rott- 
weiepf nurpber two in the poll for 

S avourite comic poem. 

ssions, Radio 4 series, 
ippearances, a long- 
ue in The Guardian 
preprinted volumes, 
by years of tireless 
made Hegley as fam- 
ea tings of the public 
et is likely to become, 
y, London's Almeida 
host to a night of read- 
writers shortlisted for 
^try Prize, this year 
pifcbglhd Hughes against an est- 
inphlmast Indudmg Jo Shapcott, 
Rith hdel, Jackie Kay and Paul 
Mjildoa. You worft find Hegley 
mnongheir number; yet inmirally, 
ydu wi find him filling the same 
Afmeia auditorium every other 
night tis week, as he embarks on 
an amtious run of solo perform- 
ances ised on his new collection, 
EteyonOur KenrieL 

Doe it worry Hegley that the 
world ! mainstream poetry con- 
sistent fails to pick him to play on 
their ton? 

- I case to worry,” he sighs. 


“Dannie Abse once wrote in a jour- 
nal that my stuff wouldn't endure, 
and I (fid then actually go up to him 
after a reading to show him a poem 
I thought was (me of ray best I don't 
think he was overiy impressed. 
Pair enough. If he thinks it's not po- 
etry, fair enough. I know I'm 
making myself vulnerable by say- 
ing I want to go round with my 
poems like this, but there's nothing 
wrong with being vulnerable, 
is there?” be asks, with an ac- 
cusatory yet imploring stare. 

Pre-emptively self-deprecatory, 
on-stage and off. Hegley is an ob- 
sessively hard worker and inveter- 
ate worrier. Peering out from those 
Elvis Costello-issue NHS specs, 
chin jutting, Adam's apple bobbling, 
he’s edgy, anxious, gawkOy angular 
inside his skinny dark suits. His 

I Mental Health 1 
Poem 1 

by John Hegley | 

When he went our oF his mind B 
we helped him find I 

the key to get back in. H 

It was behind D 

che dustbin. | 

The one that had it in For him 1 


poetic world is unremittingly Eng- 
lish and nostalgic, elegising train- 
spotters and low-budget camping, 
bungalows, dogs, glasses, and Luton 
Town FC - a world of unfulfilled 
yearnings, of everyday banalities 
punctuated by tra uma and guilt 
Moral crises abound: how to enter 
a newsagent with a paper you've 
bought elsewhere, whether it’s a sin 
to dodge buying a bus ticket if you've 
alreatfy paid for a travel card teit lost 
it; the vegetarian ethical tiflamma of 
continuing to buy cheese from the 
butcher “even though I know/ that 
cheese money and meat money/ are 
not separated in the ttlL” 
Idiosyncratic, uproariously funny 
(only occasionally squibbfly off- 
target), Hegley^sjioems are near- 
ly always^ underpinned by a 
wrenchingly - uncomfortable 
poignancy. The boy Hegley tor- 
ments his younger sister, and 
frames her for his own petty calum- 
nies, such as scrilfoling over his cub 
scout diary. In return, Hegley pdre 
, foams at the mouth and flexes his 
belt: *T didn’t understand his need 
to wallop me so muchV Except 
that it kept us in touch.” He writes 
about his father; “He was one of the 


strangers he warned me about/ but 
without the sweets ” 

Now a father himself. Hegley 
finds the memory of this antagonistic 
relationship still causes flash-points 
of anger but Beyond Our Kennel 
(dedicated “for my old dad”) finally 
allows some redemptive healing. 
"Die poem “Mything my Father” gen- 
tly lays to rest the guilt of missing 
his father's death (nearly 20 years 
ago), when he unexpectedly finds 
himself lighting a requiem candle on 
a recent holiday to Greece. 

“I know a lot of what Ido is verse,” 
he says, “but here in Beyond Our 
Kennel is the beginning of something 
more poetic. I tis my entrance to “the 
guild' - what was once called the 
masterpiece' - 1 could submit this, 
and they can say, *you can come in', 
or you cannot come in’.” 

Hegley started as a busker, 
singing in shopping centres in the 
late Seventies, accompanying his 
' then girlfriend as she travelled the 
country working at flea markets. In 
the early Eighties be hooked up with 
rival buskers to form The Poptiaans, 
then started to make a name at the 
Comedy Store. “Ifl do an hour- and- 
a-half show, there's still easily 20 
minutes you could do on a stand-up 
stage,” he says. “But I don’t want to 
just make people laugh all the time; 
they’d be short-changed. In the last 
few weeks Fve also started writing 
songs again, and I find they’re more 
dose to poems than any of the 
verse stuff I've ever written. There’s 
more ambiguity.” 

Ambiguity, though, Hegley be- 
lieves, can be taken too far. “I feel 
disenfranchised from a lot of con- 
temporary poetry;” he says. “Some- 
times the drunken facility helps, but 
usually I don't understand a word of 
it... I don't think the people at the 
Luton Town Supporters Club are 
going to go for it, but maybe those 
writers don’t care. I like the [Higgling 
aspect of poetry but I want my 
work to be understood.” 

He's unduly defensive. Maybe 
be shares more points of contact . 
wilh other poets than he appnpriates. . . 

“A man came up to me at a gig 
recency waving acrossword puzzle,” 
he recalls. “Poet, six letters, 
H_G_E_. He’d put me and got the 
answer wrong. Hegley and Hughes,” 
he laughs. “Who would have thought 
we met so nearly?" 

TSeycmd Our Kermd’ is published by 
Methuen, £839. John Hegley is at the 
Almeida Theatre, London Nl, to 9 
January (0171-359 -M04J 



The poet at his unease: T know a lot of what I do is verse, but this is the beginning of something more poetic’ 


Glyn Griffiths 
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THBAUPN Quartet was bom 
in cj)lognas long ago as 198L 
Althpughthey’re well trav- 
elled, I ett remember them 
visiting tis country before 
Saturday phen they gave a 
concert athe Wigmore Hall 
with theunerican pianist 
Pfeter Orth Naumburg Com- 
petition pcewinnei; like our 
m own Stephi Hough- 

Last ycr Orth and the 
Auryn Quiet released an 
impressiveD of Eaure’s two 
piano quints, and they to-* 
chided the send on Saturday 
What emend was how deci- 
sively Ortheemed to deter- 
mine the laracter of the 
perform ane. 

He’s a wastrong, even wil- 
ful, player; ai quickly assert- 
ed an expisive way of 
phrasing in ts devdto{«nieiit of 
the first movnen t of Mozart’s 
G minor Pia) Quartet In the 
Rondo then* of the finale be 
teased out tl rhythm slightly 
delaying ctato notes -just 
enough to b distinctive, but 
not so muds to seem artifi- 
cial It certafy didn't cause 
disunity withis partners. 

to any casMazartis pianist 
is nothameed to the string 
players qui so tightly as 
Eaurt's, and Fhurd’s Second 
Piano Quint the possibili- 
ties of even screet indepen- 
dence are ptty limited For 
much of theme, the pianist 
is doing prty well just to 
ijf play all the »tes. 

With its urcurial Scherzo 
and, to the her three move- 
ments, stage, exploratory 
modulation there’s an ele- 
ment of wtaess - though 
tempered 1 stoicism - which 
produces toost unusual and 
amhigi i roitmotiflnal climate. 
Despite tJ radiant C major 


CLASSICAL 

AURYN QUARTET AND 
PETER ORTH 

WIGMORE HALL 
LONDON 

conclusion, which arrives 
rather sooner than expected 
(because the finale is so 
concise), the prevalent emo- 
tions are something like sad- 
ness and resignation. But one 
of the many wonderful thing s 
about this music is that you 
cant be sure. 

There was nothing uncer- 
tain, though, in the assurance 
and power of Saturday’s per- 
formance. The musicians 
sounded as if they had really 
lived a long time with the 
music, and the Scherzo was 
breathtaking I pitied Orth’s 
hapless page-turner 
Eaurt* was unique in writing 
two masterpieces for a com- 
paratively rare and rather 
problematic meffiiim. But 
probably the best known of all 
piano quintets is the one by 
Brahms -although, ironically; 
he took a long time to decide 
exactly^ which instruments he 
was writing it foe 
These players gave the first 
movement a feeling of deep 
emotional struggle, dramatis- 
ing its adventures at some ex- 
pense of line, so that the total 
effect was distinctly storm- 
tossed. I'm not really com- 
plaining: the playing was so 
committed, and the slowly 
rocking motion of the second 
movement was most artfully 
tilted, first by Orth, then by the 
strings, as if beguiling us into 
slumber: No bolds barred, 
either to the Scherzo and final 
movement 

ADRIAN JACK 


FREDERICK ASHTON’S La 
FtHe Mai Gardde is surely the 
best, most enjoyable foil- 
evening ballet created this 
century: full of sunshine and 
happiness. It has everything: 
a good stozy about interesting _ 
characters, invented by Jean ’ 
Dauberval in 1789 and enjoyed 
ever since; it has comedy, 
love and, just beneath the bal- 
letic conventions, a great truth 
of real fife. 

John Lanchbery’s arrange- 
ment and extension of the early 
saxes mflkas an irresistibly at- 
tractive base, and Lanchbery 
himself is conducting most per- 
formances in this rerival. 
Osbert Lancaster's designs, 
although cramped and 
makeshift, evoke a wonderful 
rural setting. And, above all, 
there is choreography of sheer 
genius: full of virtuosity, but so 
lightly done that what you see 
is always the natural expression 
of situation and character 

That is why F&e is a plea- 
sure to watch, even in a less 
than ideal performance, and I 
have to report that standards 


Dance 

LA FILLE MAL GARDEE 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 
LONDON 

have varied a lot over the past 
week. So many years have 
elapsed since the Royal Ballet 
last gave it that almost all 
the dancers are new to their 
roles, and perversely the man- 
agement decided to pitch no 
fewer than six new casts on 
stage in only five days. 

I watched them all, but some 
are better passed over in sil- 
ence, whether through mis- 
casting, or misconceived or 
insufficient preparation. Let 
me concentrate chi the best- al- 
though the worst also demands 
comment: Ashley Page's play- 
ing of Widow Simone on open- 
ing ni gh t was dreadful, foil of 
inappropriate facial mugging, 
poor rhythm in the famous dog 
dance, and not the slightest 
touch of femininity anywhere. 

The best performance of the 
heroine, Lise, who manages to 
escape her mother’s vain pre- 


cautions against true love, 
came from MByako Yoshida: 
dancing that was musical and 
spirited. But she had done it be- 
fore, in the Birmingham pro- 
duction, so let's single out the 
youngest of the newcomers, 
Mara Galeazzi, for the fresh- 
ness and truth of her debuL 
Much promise, too, from Be- 
linda Hatley and Sarah WQdor, 
especially if they wifl both calm 
down a little in their acting. 

Wildor had Bruce Sansom as 
her elegant, charming lover 
Colas. Hatley’s Colas was the 
company's new principal 
dancer, Carlos Acosta. The 
strength and smoothness of 
his dancing ^ were everything we 
had hoped and expected (al- 
though he needs to work on the 
one-handed lifts); the big sur- 
prise was the detail and con- 
viction of his acting. 

The most rewarding d^iut in 
the other roles was Jonathan 
Howells as Colas's rich but 
simple-minded rival, Alain: a 
notably individual portrait, ex- 
cellently danced. Alastair Mar- 
riott was the best new Simone 





Irek Mukhamedov: one Colas among a small host 


(he and Yoshida brought alive 
the love between mother and 
daughter), with Luke Heydon 
the most hopeful of the others. 


At every performance the 
dancing of the corps de baUet, 
especially the women, had a joy- 
ful animation that was a delight 


BiU Cooper 

to see. What a pleasure for 
them to have so much lively 
dancing to do - and it shows. 

John Ptekcival 


No chuddies please, we’re British 


ON SUNDAYatthe Queen Efea- 
bethHaD, SanjeevBhaskfir had 
no intention of pandering to any 
groupies with catchphrases 
from his hit BBC2 sketch show 
- goodness gracious me, no. 
The first words of his solo live 
act The Spiceman Cometh, 
were: “Good evening, hello. 
-Innit cheque please, kiss my 
chuddies. Good, now we've got 
that out of the way." 

to the ensuing two-and-a- 
half hours, he made not a single 
•reference to the characters 
from Goodness Gracious Me. 
Fans of the sbowi he seemed to 


imply could kiss my chuddies. 

For all that his strongest 
material mined the same rich 
seam as the television pro- 
gramme: the sometimes con- 
fusing experience of being 
British-Asian. As in Goodness 
Gracious Me, Bhasker was 
able to exploit his dual identity 
and make jokes both about 
Asians, and British percep- 
tions of them. 

He recalled the difficulties he 
had at a predominantly white 
school. “I realty, realty wanted 
to be white, because you had to 
put up with all those ridiculous 


COMEDY 

SANJEEV BHASKER 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL 
LONDON 

questions: “Do you eat curry for 
hreakfest? Why doyou smell so 
funny?’ In the end, I had to say 
■Look, you’re the teacher. Ybu 
should know’.” 

School Nativity plays also 
posed a problem. “No matter 
what part I auditioned for, 1 
shall give you a rendition of my 
kindergarten verson of Timmy 
Porter in Lock Back in Anger 1 , 


it was always, ‘Yes, go and 
stand with Mohammed and 
WhangL You're one of the 
Three Wise Men’." 

Bhasker went on to recall 
how, when he was young, it was 
impossible to go to the cinema 
in a group of fewer than 25 
people. “AD children under five 
would then be wound up and 
made to run up and down the 
aisle for the entire duration of 
the film... and not one of them 
became a bloody athlete.” 

That’s not to say that every- 
thing went smoothly for 
Bhasker The show seemed 


over-long and, often reading 
from notes, he admitted that 
some of the material was “work 
in progress". On many of his 
songs - he was surrounded on 
stage by instruments - he 
showed great musicianship, 
but neglected to he fumy. And 
was the Queen Elizabeth Hall 
realty the best choice of venue 
for comedy? Great acoustics, 
shame about the formality. 

Those quibbles aside, it was 
a pleasingly original evening of 
stand-up comedy. Technically, 
Bhasber's is a rather conserv- 
ative form of observational “do 


you remember?" humour But 
his comedy of shared exper- 
ience has a freshness about it, 
because his particular exper- 
ience has so rarety been shared 
before on the circuit 

How often have you seen a 
comedian sign off with a 
double-edged gag about Asian 
stereotypes? “Td like to say a 
thank you to the members of 
my extended family who are 
here tonight -and to the other 
three people who got in." 

As Bhasker never said: 
wicked, innit 

James Hampton 
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What’s the best way to make sense of a cluttered world? If you’re Tomoko Takahashi, it’s obvious. Sculpt in junk- By KateM] t- 

Rubbish. Absolute rubbish 



■afl-to-walljiink. 
Well, that’s 
what it looks 
like. Rusty bro- 
ken, yellowed 
objects strewn 
in all directions, and in the comer 
three figures huddled in intense 
conversation - d i scus sin g their plan 
to bring order to the chaos. 

The sculptor Tbmoko Takahashi 
and her helpers have spent weeks 
gathering this mass of material for 
the forthcoming Saatchi exhibition. 
Neurotic Realism, and it is going to 
take a further two weeks to trans- 
form the odds and Kids into an amb- 
itious, knock-out art installation. 

Standing at just over 5ft, 
Japanese-born Thkahashi is dressed 
for comfort and work. She wears a 
large red shirt, baggy shorts over 
thick tights and black, rectangular- 
foamed specs, and has her hair cas- 
ually tied back. 1 describe her 
because you're unlikely to catch a 
glimpse ofberTb say that Tfekahasbi 
is extremely m adia shy is an. under- 
statement The artist has consis- 
tently refused to have her 
photograph taken - she wants her 
art to speak for itself - and in the 
artists’ biographies put together by 
the gallery she has (Aosen. to be rep- 
resented by a clock face rather than 
the usual photographic portrait. 

Takahashi breaks away from the 
group and picks her way across the 
gallery toward me. “mi treating this 
space as a blank, white canvas," she 
says, before disappearing to un- 
earth a packet of cigarettes and 
lighter; no easy task in a warehouse 
galleiy that conjures up an image of 
your local scrap merchant and 
refuse dump all rolled into one. 

Cigarette in hand, she is warm 
and friendly, her broken English 
falling out in a rush as she tries to 
explain the mechanics and thought 
processes behind the task before her 
Somehow, she will bringa satisfying 
order to the jumble surrounding us. 
She will tidy up the mayhem, and 
make sense of it alL 
I, too, would like to bring some 
order to the mind-scrambling clut- 
ter of old cookers, radiators and fil- 
ing cabinets, but my only answer 
would be to hire half a dozen skips 
and fill them. Takahashi’s approach 
is a touch more purposeful. 

However, it's early days, and 
Takahashi admits that she stfflonfy 
has a hazy idea of what the end re- 
sult is going to be. There will be 
bundles of cables hanging down 
from the beams and narrow paths 
weaving through debris attached to 
the floor; and it will be dimly lit but 
any more than that she can't say. "I 
don't have an aim. It’s more like an 
improvisation. With this type of 
work, I just gather the things that I 
like and then I play around with it" 
Takahashi, who, conveniently, 
lives above a junk shop in north 
London, has always worked with 
electrical gadgets and office para- 
phernalia, imposing artistic control 
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Main picture: Tomoko Takahashi’s ‘Clockwork at Hales’(1998); below: a photograph of the dock face she has nominated to stand in for her portrait 


on an indecipherable mess. One of 
the hardest things, she says, is 
simply remembering all the fhipgs 
that are at her disposaL 

The motley collection of dilap- 
idated computers, domestic appli- 
ances and well-used gadge try is, I 
was surprised to learn, not just a 
mass of discarded rubbish. A lot of 
the things are on loan and have 
homes to go to, once the exhibition 
comes to an end. Takahashi likes the 
idea that the objects have owners 
and are of value to someone. And by 
taking them away from their owners, 
she sees herself as giving them a 
new lease of life, particularly the 
electrical equipment, much of which 
has not been plugged in for years. 

As far as Takahashi fa concerned, 
it’s all valuable “historical evidence" 


which, she says, is “a bit life ar- 
chaeology”, a ‘lost civilisation” that 
has, until now, been stashed away in 
various sheds and cupboards. 

Some items were scavenged from 
skips - a leftover from art school 
days, when money was short and the 
use of bricolage a financial neces- 
sity - while other pieces were 
mapped up at car boot sales. And the 
winner of the 1997 East International 
award has also recycled two of her 
earlier installations, Beaconsfidd 
and Clockwork, both of which are 
cow owned by the Saatchi Gallery. 
A dose inspedion reveals that some 
of the hammers, nails, and even old 
shop receipts, carry silver tags 
marking them as Saatchi property. 

Just visible under the carpet of 
tangled wires, old TV sets, electri- 



cal gadgets and rusty bits and 
pieces, lines of black and silver 
sticky tape sweep can mall (Erections 
marking out a basic floor plan. 
These took five days to map out, but 
without them, Takahashi says, she 
could never have got to grips with 
the huge gallery space: “They gave 
me a sense of the space, so as I did 


it, I got to know how big it was. Now 
I am vsy familiar with it and not too 
scared. It’s just guidelines and has 
made it manageable. The compos- 
ition itself win go on top, so wffi 
ignore these fines.” 

Tacked to one side,ascrunched- 
up steeping bag, surrounded by car- 
toons of fruit juice and mince pies, 
marks out Takahashi’s sleeping 
quarters; the artist’s total self- 
immersion in her works means that 
she often sleeps on site, working 
through the night and sleeping in the 
morning. “The night is the best” she 
says. “The most manic time is after 
midnig ht until seven o'dock in the 
morning.” Oft a- tell-tale signs of fife 
dotted around the vast, echoing 30- 
by-18-metre gallery include over- 
flowing ashtrays, a half-eaten loaf of 


bread, and a miniature pool table. 

Takahashi is not one to analyse 
her own work: “T do not think if s rel- 
evant,” she explains. Tt would be like 
analysing your birthmark, which 
Fm not that keen to do.” She cannot 
say who she is influenced by or what 
her goals are. Instead she worts in- 
stinctively. only coming to ■under- 
stand her works sometimes months 
after they are first put together 

“It’s all subconscious. I really 
don’t know what Fm doing I blow 
the direction, like a painter. It’s a tra- 
ditional way of working and tabes a 
lot of control.. . yes," she erupts with 
laughter; “Tm the control freak." 

Takahashi has described her 
work as "visual music”. “It’s quite 
an abstract collection,” sbe says, 
“which is why I think of music. 


which is quite abstract and net Fn 
at the stage when I'm compotog” 

And there will be music, ofzbort, 
which will come from whaever 
sounds the machines can maage. 
“Everything will be plugged iand 
working in some sort ofstranavay 
It’s going to be fun.” 

And when it's ail over? It \ I be 
photographed, filmed and drav the 
objects will be packed up, ent 
home, or put in storage, ar the 
gallery will revert to a blank c vas 
- enough to make even the tid ;t of 
minds cry out for a return to i ttle 
controlled chaos and confusi . 
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Starling in next Monday's Review, 
a weekly guide to the men and 
women set to become movers and 
shakers in the 21st century 
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THE INDEPENDENT COLLECTOR 

JOHN WINDSOR'S GUIDE TO COLLECTING CONTEMPORARY ART 
THIS WEEK: DAVID PAGE 


DAVID PAGE’S Witty 
illuminated plants, up to six 
feet tall flourish in the 
fertile territory between 
fine art and decorative art. 
That might sound like an 
academic point but it fa 
basic to their appeal - and 
to their popularity among 
Brits, who are unsure of 
their taste but eager to buy 
art for the home. 

Their maximum 
illumination of only 20 watts 
classifies them as light 
sculpture rather than light 
fittings; they exude a soft 
glow rather than lighting up 
the room. And the wire that 
supports the tissue-paper 
skin is modelled in much 
the same way as the 
armature of a clay 
sculpture. The difference is 
that it remains visible. 

“They are an extension 
of drawing," says Page. “I 
feel I am drawing not with a 
pencil bnt with wire.” 

Page, who is 33, studied 
fine art at the University of 
East London with the 
notorious Jake Chapman 
and Sam Taylor-Wood, 
whose work lacks Page’s 
homely touch. He says that 
people often leave his 
sculptures permanently 
switched on, so that they 
are something welcoming 
to come home to. He also 
makes illuminated dogs, 
pigs and cattle. 

The plants, some of them 
like giant, floor-standing 
leeks from another planet, 
were inspired by the 
observation that most 
house plants soon end up 
unwatered and dead. 

“These don’t need water;" . 



he says. “Ybu just plug in 
for instant greenery” 

The semi-translucent 
tissue is sturdy, hand-made 
stuff from Tibet - fireproof, 
of course. The adhesive is 
wallpaper paste, plus a 
secret additive. 

Two Christmases ago. 
The Conran Shop in 
London’s Flilham Road 
commissioned 120 of Page’s 


fight sculptures, including 
two life-size human figures. 
Having brought a seasonal 
golden glow to the shop, 
they were all sold. 

Since then. Page has had 
three successful shows at 
the Rebecca Hossack 
Gallery, in Fitzrovia, central 
London, and has branched 
out into illuminated 
handbags, which can either 


be put on the floor or hung 
on pegs. 

The gallery is certainly 
impressed, saying: “David 
has broken a tradition of 
over-precious tissue-and- 
wire fighting. No home 
should be without one.” 

Prices range from £39-£250; 
Rebecca Hossack Gallery, 
0171436 4899 
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Sometimes, 

art 

is an act of 

survival 


300 paintings which capture 
a short, extraordinary life. 

LIFE?or theatre? 

THE WORK OF CHARLOTTE SALOMC 


Royal Academy of Arts 

Piccadilly, London 
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Teaching Alexander Swimming relies on the principle that if you stop trying so hard to get things right, a new skill will come naturally 


Andrew Buurman 


Lie back and learn to crawl 
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ver-eating, over- 
drinking over-every- 
thing in recent days? 
It's that time of year 
a gain, when the 
nation collectively 
heaves into guilt mode, and feels that 
it shmild do something Healthy and 
Senrible in the coining months. 

If you’re going to do something 
healthy and sensible, it is not a had 
starting-point to choose something 
that might have a chance of being 
satisfying and fun. Until recently, I 
had reconciled rnyself to accepting 
that my swimming was doomed 
Suddenly I have found that I can 
swim more or less properly, instead 


You’ve got the determination, the Speedo bathing-suit and the anti-chlorine shampoo, but despite years 
of practice at the local pool you still swim like a dog. Just relax and go with the flow, says Steve Crawshaw 


We went to the beach a couple of 
times a week; we learnt enough to 
swim from A to B. But it wasn’t ex- 
actly fancy stuff. School tests involved 
swimming (a) 10 yards (paddle fur- 
iously) (b) 25 yards (paddle more fur- 
iously) and (c) 50 yards (bravo!). 
Once you had completed the 50-yard 
test, you were deemed to be fully 
competent Technique? Ebrget it 
ta common with millions of others, 
my swimming involved my head 


everybody else seemed to swim 
so elegantly. In addition, head-in- 
the-air lengths were desperately 
tedious. I remained the swimmers’ 
equivalent of a rusty old bicycle, 
while everyone around me per- 


And to do it I do not even have to try. 

The improvement I should add, 
is not because I have turned into a 
natural bom swimmer. The due was 
a few sessions of something called 
Alexander Swimming - based on the 


straight back, and you also end up 
in pain. Find a relaxed straightness 
- avoid what Aiexanderers call 
“endgaining", where you think so 
hard about the result that you never 
achieve it - and you may be lucky. 


Put your head in the water, stop trying - and that's it. Can 
learning to swim really he that easy ? Apparently so 


then go for it In his words: “'frad- 
itionaUy the emphasis is on making 
an effort Our emphasis is on letting 
go. It’s more like learning t’ai-chi, a 
sequence of moves, than covering a 
certain amount of lengths in a cer- 
tain time." In past years. I had tried 
conventional swimming lessons in 
order to cure the difficulties, with 
little success. I decided that if you 
fail to leam these things properly as 
a child, then you have missed the 
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mess. Surprises don't come much 
bigger than that 

I blame my poor swimming an the 
geography of my upbringing. I was 
born and grew up by the seaside. 
Consequently, like most of my 
classmates, I never learnt to swim. 

dog. All attempts to try anything dif- 
ferent turned me into a spluttering 
mess. I assumed this was a perma- 
nent comfifion, the conjugation of my 
life: I swam tike a dog, I swim lite a 
dog, I will always swim like a dog. 

When I visited the local pool 

formed an aquatic Tour de France. 

And now, all of a sudden, I inhabit 
a different world. I keep pace with 
all those macho swimmers at the 
pool who make such a demon- 
strative fuss about Swimming Ehst 

tried and tested Alexander Tech- 
nique. The original Alexander Tech- 
nique is based on the principle that 
you should stop trying so hard to get 
things right Slouch, and you end up 
in pain; try too hard to keep a 

Steven Shaw, a trained Alexander 
teacher and former competitive 
swimmer, has. together with his 
wife Limor, also an Alexander 
teacher extended the same princi- 
ple to swimming. Take it easy, and 

Now. however, I discover that I 
was mistaken. My breast stroke is 
Definitely Not Bad -at least by com- 
parison with some of those who 
dearly think of themselves as the 
aquatic bee's knees. And as for the 
crawl - 1 hesitate to make any great 


claims, lest you run into me at the 
pool and say: “Ha! How could you 
describe that as a decent crawl?" 
But if you had seen what passed for 
my version of the crawl before, you 
would be as astonished by the im- 
provement as I have been. 

Put your head in the water stop 
trying -and that’s it Can it really be 
that easy? Apparently so. Shaw’s 
method has some impressive advo- 
cates. including the former Olympic 
swimmer David Wilkie. 

Meanwhile, for perfect happi- 
ness, all I now need is to learn to 
(five. I’ve wanted to dive since I was 
10 years old. Thirty years later 
seems as good a time to learn as any. 
So. if you see somebody at the pool 
doing superbly supple somersaults 
culminating in an oh-so-elegantdive 
- it is sure to be me. 

Shaw Method of Swimming, 27 
Greenway Close, London N 20 8BS; 
0181-446 9442 



A finger on fungus 


MY TOENAILS and finger- 
nails are turning opaque and 
agty How can this be treated? 
There are two common causes 
of this - psoriasis, and fungal in- 
fection of the nails. Psoriasis is 
usually thought of as a skin con- 
dition, but it can also affect the 
wails, causing them to become 
deformed, with white, tiny pits 
on the surface. It is possible to 
have very minor skin psoriasis 
and quite bad nail psoriasis. 
Ringal infections of the nai l s 
are more common on the toe- 
nails. Thqy are caused by a var- 
iety of organisms and the only 
way to be sure of the cause is 
for your doctor to send a 
sample of the nail off to the 
microbiology laboratory. 

Psor iasis of the nails is dif- 
ficult to treat, but the same 
creams that are used on skin 
psoriasis can be used around 
the "ails. firngal infections of 
the nails can be treated with 

anti-fimgal tablets -terfenacfine 

is the most effective. But you 
have to take the tablets for 
many months and there are 
potentially serious side effects. 
I often think the treatment for 
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DR FRED KAVAL1ER 


fungal naC infections is worse 
than the disease, and I dis- 
courage patients from using 
these tablets unless the infec- 
tion is severe. Another unusual 
cause of ugly nails is yellow nail 
Syndrome, winch makes the 
npila thick and yellow. Vi tamin 
E seems to help this. 


I AM going to be travelling for 
a year in South America and 
I would like to find out my 
bkiod group, but my GP re- 
fuses to test me on the 


ts that it fe a waste of 
ow can I persuade him 
ige his mind? 
ospital laboratories now 
dood-grouping requests 
ellers because they be- 
is of no practical use. 
idical facility, no matter 
note, that is capable of 
l blood transfusion, will 
i able to check blood 
and, more importantly 
ur blood against the 
f a potential donor to 
ure there is not a mis- 
Even if you did know 


your own blood group, you 
would have no way of knowing 
the blood group of a potential 
donor, unless you were travel- 
ling with a companion whose 
blood group was also known to 
be compatible with your own. 
(tee simple and altruistic way 
of discovering your blood group 
is by becoming a blood donor. 

To find out the name of your 
nearest donor centre, ring 0345 
711711. If you are travelling to 
remote areas with poor medical 
facilities there is a risk of he- 
patitis B or HIV infection from 
unsterile needles. Tate a pack 
of sterile needles and syringes. 
These can be purchased from 
travel medical centres. 

2 FIND injections and blood 
tests terribly painful. I have 
beard of a cream that numbs 
the skin. Does it work? 
There are two creamy Ame top 

and Fmla (hat anaes thetise the 

skin before an in jection or blood 
test Both are local anaesthet- 
ics that have to be applied be- 
fore the injection and covered 
with a special plaster. They 
are routinely used in children's 
wards, but there is no reason 
why an adult could not use 
them. Ametop is available from 
chemists without a prescrip- 
tion, but Emla requires a doc- 
tors prescription. 

Send questions to A Question 
qfHedtBu The Independent, 1 
Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf London Eli SDL; fax 
0171-293 2182; or e-mail to 
healduqindependentca'uk. Dr 
Kavalier cannot respond per- 
sonally to questions 



Why won’t he take his Viagra? 

Some men go to great lengths to get their pills, then simply don’t use them. By David Delvin 


JONATHAN, AGED 35, has been, 
as he puts it “plagued with 
impotence" throughout his 10- 
year marriage to Sue. 

In the spring of 1998 he man- 
aged to find his way to one of 
the few clinics that were offer- 
ing Viagra. He paid a great deal 
of money far a consultation, and 
then went home to Sue, proud- 
ly bearing a supply of the dia- 
mond-shaped bhie pills. 

E5ght months later he hasn't 
taken any of them. Every few 
weeks he rings up the dinic to 
postpone his next appointment 
"So sony 1 " he says. “I just 
haven’t had tune to try the Vi- 
agra yet Very busy you see." 

During the last year or so. 
I’ve seen at least a dozen pa- 
tients like him: men who jump 
through hoops to find a doctor 
who will prescribe Viagra for 
them, and then don’t take it 
Why? They tend to shy away 
from the question and say 
things such as, “The opportu- 
nity hasn't reafiy come along" 
My own impression is that 
for many of these men, the 
whole object of the exercise is 
simply to get hold of the tablets. 
After that, they feel that they 
need do nothing more. 

Pablo -a thrice-married ex- 
ecutive of 43 - begged me to see 
him. He claim ed he had to 
have Viagra NOW ‘Tibu see," he 
said, “my wife will be ovulating 
tomorrow. We’re desperate to 
have a child. So I need to take 
the stuff tonight," 

1 saw him, examined him 


and gave him the blue pills. Six 
months later, they’re still un- 
touched. Why? Well, according 
to him, he’s not realty sure that 
his wife has ovulated yet Still 
he says with some pride, “Tve 
earned a lot of Brownie points 
from her by going out and get- 
ting than. I am the hunter-gath- 
erer of the family, you know." 

I’m not alone in having seen 
so many patients who never get 
round to taking their Viagra. 
Consultant urologist Mr Colin 
Kennedy of Bury St Edmunds 
recently told a doctors’ meet- 
ing: “Some men just get the 
pills and put them in their hip 
pocket and that's that It's as if 
they’re saying: ‘Oh, Fm not 
impotent It's just that I don't 
choose to take the tablets.’” 

I think that in a few cases, 
the men who don’t use their ex- 
pensive little pais are afraid to 
take them because of fear of 
side effects. Fair enough: there 
is still quite a question mark 



over whether Viagra causes 
heart deaths- though the man- 
ufacturers Haim that no link 
has been established. 

Butin maqy other instances, 
the reason why the man doesn't 
use his “blue diamonds" is to 
do with his own sexuality. 

Last summer, Trevor, a 
Welsh schoolmaster, was 
dragged along to see me by his 
wife. In November, his packet 
of four pills was stiD intact, and 
I eventually realised why: 
Trevor is actually gay. and has 
no real interest in having sex 
with Mrs Trevor. He is not im- 
potent when he is with men. 

Similarly, a urologist Mend 
of mine encountered a patient 
who never takes his pills be- 
cause he, too, doesn't want to 
make love with his wife. The 
reason? He has a perfectly 
good mistress in Shropshire - 
and he’s not impotent with her. 

Then there are couples who 
don't use Viagra because the 
man’s impotence has become 
“part of the relationship”. It 
sounds like Pseuds’ Comer 
jargon, but any psychiatrist 
will tell you there are mar- 
riages that only function if the 
husband remains impotent. 

Steffen is a 38-year-old lec- 
turer whose marriage had 
never been consummated be- 
cause he couldn’t get much of 
an erection. He wistfully men- 
tioned to his doctor that he 
would lite a son, so the GP sent 
him to me with a note saying, 
“Please do something about 


this man’s erectile dysfunc- 
tion." There were no contra-in- 
dications, so 1 gave him the 
medication. Steffen took one of 
his tablets, but his wife was so 
horrified at the resulting erec- 
tion that she walked out on him, 
and didn’t come back for a fort- 
night So he definitely won’t be 
using the rest of them. 

It's important to realise that 
this much-hyped drug isn’t a 
“magic bullet" which will cure 
all bedtime ills. Sure: it works 


well fora lot of males with erec- 
tile dysfunction. Indeed, many 
men are enormously grateful 
that this drug has given them 
back their virility. But for some 
couples, the emotional corn- 
plenties of their relationships 
are far, far too tangled to be un- 
ravelled by a mere pill 

David Delvin is a doctor spe- 
cialising in psycho-sexual 
prcfolems.Mnameshavebeeri 
altered 
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Parents worried about their children’s eating habits could now be reassured. By Annabel Ferriman 


Fat is an infantile issue 


M y child doesn't 
eat” is a com- 
mon complaint 
that doctors 
hear from par- 
ents, many of 
whom worry that that their children 
are abnormally thin. Now, there is 
a tool that parents can use to judge 
whether thefr children reafiy are ^ 
nifimittyiaidmva^orjustQntiie 
slim side. It also tells them whether 
their child is obese. 

The Child Growth Foundation, a 
charity set up to publicise the im- 
portance of monitoring growth, has 
published charts, recording the 
Body Mass Index CBMD for boys 
and girls in the UK, showing what 
is average, what is obese and what 
is significantly underweight. 

While many adults know their 
own BM1, because they want to dis- 
cover whether they are thinner or 
fatter than average, few people 
know their children's index. And if 
they do know it it has not been 
much use, because there has been 
no way of comparing it with that of 
other children of the same age. 

Parents have been able only to 
consult height and weight charts, to 
see how their children measure up. 
These charts can be difficult to in- 
terpret if your child is in different 
positions on the two different 
graphs. If, for example, your son is 
much taller than most boys (among 
the top 90 per cent for his age), but 
about average for his weight, does 
that indicate that he is not eating 
enough? Not eating the right 
things? Or failing to absorb the food 
properly? Should you take him to 
see a doctor? 

Now such a parent can measure 
their child’s BMI (see box) and see 
whether he or she is within the 
range of normality; between, the 
bottom 2 per cent of the population 
and the top 2 per cent Tam Fry hon- 
orary chairman of the Child Growth 
Fbundation, thinks the charts will be 
particularly useful in identifying 
obesity. “Obesity among children in 
this country is growing by 6per cent 
every five years." he says. 

“It is often possible for doctors to 
spot the warning signs early on. The 
usual pattern of development in 
children is for them to put on a lot 
of weight in the first nine months, 
to lose it as they come outof infancy 
and then to pick it up again in early 
or mid-childhood (about the age of 
six). That is known as adiposity re- 
bound. Research shows that those 
children who start to pick it up again 
early tat the age of four or five), are 
likely to end up obese. 

“Our charts enable doctors to 
spot this early, and warn parents 
that they should encourage their 
cbildren to eat more healthily," Mr 
Fry says. 

He thinks that parents are going 
to have to monitor their children 
more closely in future, because 
many health authorities are cutting 
back on health visitors and school 
nurses, or insisting that health vis- 
itors concentrate on those families 
most in need of help. 

“Cambridge and Huntingdon 
Health Commission, for example, 



Body Mass Index charts will help parents to tell if their children, like Nathan and Max Satin, really are seriously underweight or overweight Neville Elder 


has said that they are not going to 
monitor children's growth after the 
age of two. which I think is criminal," 
he says. 

“We are trying to find ways of 
making these charts more parent- 
friendly, and making them available 
through the Internet, or through a 
home computer package. We would 
like to design a package which 
could do some of the suras for par- 
ents, so that they could wort: out 
their children's BMI without too 
much difficulty” 

The new charts were created 
using date from several UK surveys, 
covering almost 15,000 children. Dr 
Tun Cole, senior statistician at the 
Institute of Child Health. London, 
who led the team that devised 
them, thinks they are useful for 
international comparisons and for 
tracking trends over time. He also 
thinks they could be useful diag- 
nostically, alerting professionals if 
a child's BMI changes suddenly rel- 
ative to his peers. 

“If a child's BMI starts crossing 
from one centile line to another; 
either upwards or downwards, it 
would be useful for doctors to be 
aware of it” he says. 

For example, if a child's BMI had 


been going along the 50th centile for 
several years -which means about 
half the population is fetter than him 
and about half thinner - and then 
fell to the 2nd centile -which means 
98 per cent of the peculation is fet- 
ter ^ - it could mean that the child was 
developing a problem. 

A parent who knows what it is to 
have children, of very different 
shapes is Jill Satin, of Tufoell Bark, 


north London. Her eight-year-old 
son, Max, has a BMI of 17.7, which 
is on tiie 75th centile for his age - 
which means that three-quarters of 
the children of his age are thinner 
- while her four-year-old son, 
Nathan, has a BMI of only 13.2, 
which is on the 2nd centile for his 
age -meaning that less than 2 per 
cent of children his age are thinner 
“I think these charts could be 


HOW TO WORK OUT BMI 


BODY MASS INDEX 


Body moss index For boys 
(those For girls are very similar) 
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To discover your Body Mass 
Index, measure your weight and 
height in kilos and metres then 
divide your weight by your height 
squared. 

FOr example. if you weigh 82kg 
and you are 1.82m taD, the cal- 
culation is 82 divided by 1.82 
squared (3.31) which conies to 
24.77. 

Fbr adults, the ideal BMI is be- 
tween 18.5 and 24.9, between 25 
and 29.9 means pre-obesity, and 
over 30 is obese. 

Fbr cbfldren. see chart left, be- 
tween the ages of two and 17, the 
ideal figures range between 
about 13 and 27, according to age. 


useful, as long as they are not used 
tty professionals to make parents . 
feel gufity," says Jill Satin. “I had a 
health visitor once who asked me 
whether I knew how to cook when 
she discovered how light Nathan 
was. I was insulted because I know 
a great deal about food and nutri- 
tion, and take a great deal of trouble 
about ray children's diets. 

“I know that Nathan is very light 
Friends pick him up and say that he 
is lighter than their two-year-olds, 
but that has always been the case. 
Both my boys have asthma and see 
a paediatrician every three months, 
so they are well monitored." 

Not all doctors think that these 
charts will be useful as a diagnostic 
tool, however Dr David Jewell, a GP 
and consultant senior lecturer in pri- 
mary health care at Bristol Uni- 
versity, says: “You can usually tell 
if a child is overweight or under- 
weight just tty looking at him or her 

“The difficulty is not diagnosing 
the problem, but knowing what 
to do about it If a child is over- 
weight it is often because the par- 
ents are over-feeding him or her and 
it is usually difficult to persuade 
them to do otherwise. Anyone who 
has tried to lose weight knows 


that it involves hunger and denial 
Parents usually do not want to see 
their children go through that They 
find it difficult to refuse their 
children food. 

“With children who are thin and 
eat little, I can usually be reassur- 
ing. Some children are naturaHy thin 
and they are lucky because they are 
never likely to be overweight 

“It is common for children not to 
eat much, and I encourage parents 
not to turn it into an issue. Children 
seem able to live on relatively little 
food, possibly for evolutionary rea- 
sons. When we were hunter- 
gatherers, children probably had to 
survive on scraps from about the 
age of two, when breast-feeding 
stopped, to about 14 or 15, when they 
could find their own food." 

Dr Jewell admits, however; that 
such charts could be useful for 
epidemiological reasons (for plotting 
population changes), and for par- 
ents confused hy the feet that their 
children are in different positions on 
the height and weight charts. 

“You could wort out a child's 
BMI, and then see whether it was 
within the normal range. If it was, 
that could be reassuring to parents," 
he says. 


A pain that’s hard to stomach 


Many women suffering pelvic pain find it hard to get a diagnosis, let alone suitable treatment. By Barbara Rowlands 


TRACEY EVERSFIELD, 31. Spent an 
entire day with her back jammed up 
against her wardrobe, hugging her 
knees to her chest It was the only 
position that gave her relief from fire 
pain that sears through her ab- 
domen for two weeks out of every 
month, pain so severe she some- 
times has difficulty standing. 

About 15 per cent of women of re- 
productive age suffer from pelvic 
pain. Many are forced to take sev- 
eral days off sick every month; it is 
estimated that the National Health 
S®vice spends around a60m a year 
' on tests, manyof them mc«niduswe, 
to find the root of the problem. 

There is a growing interest in 
pelvic pain, and attho' -gii research 
indicates it may be more common 
than back pain, u*cre is ignorance 
cm the subject among the public and 
a general lack of interest in medical 
circles. GPs often dismiss it as 
period pain, to be endured 

Chronic pelvic pain is notor- 
iously difficult to diagnose and 
many women find themselves ping- 
ponged from one specialist to an- 
other with little or no diagnosis, let 
alone remedy in sight Ffew gynae- 
cologists will counsel a woman on 
how to deal with her pain. 

“The common story you hear is 
rfsomecoe who goestoherGIJ year 
after yen; before she is taken ser- 
iously", says Dr Jane Moore, a 
gynaecologist and Searie Training 
Ftellow in Pelvic Pain Studies at Ox- 


ford's John Radcliffe Hospital. 
“Then she has a tale of different 
diagnoses given to her before, 
eventually, someone alights on the 
correct diagnosis and she actually 
gets some relief” 

Over the past eight years, since 
the birth of her second daughter 
Mrs Eversfield has been in and out 
of hospital seen six gynaecologists 
and has had a clutch of diagnoses 
from endometriosis to an over- 
production of progesterone. She 
has had a laparoscopy - an ex- 
ploratory operation done under 
general anaesthetic - and has done 
the round of hormones, painkillers, 
anti-inflammatory medication, even 
Prozac She is about to undergo spe- 
cial physiotherapy. 

“I felt I was being passed about 
from anyone to anyone,'’ says Mrs 
Eversfield, who works as a chet “I 
could cope with three or four days 
out of every month, but for two 
weeks to be taken out of every 
month, when you've got to go to 
work and manage your children, is 
not acceptable. Pelvic pain is very 
draining. I don't think anyone real- 
ises how it can affect you.” 

Now, Mrs Eversfield attends the 
only multidisciplinary clinic in 
Britain for pelvic pain, at Leicester 
General Hospital one of a few cen- 
tres which offer psychological treat- 
ment and pain coping strategies, as 
well as surgery and drug therapy. 

The pain can severely affect a 


woman’s life; she may have to take 
time off work and it can make sex 
so painful that many women with 
pelvic pain rarely, if ever, sleep 
with their partners. “The emotional 
cost within relationships is severe. 
Pelvic pain can wreck marriages 
and doctors in general aren't good 
at hearing that,” says Dr Moore. 

Pelvic pain is defined as any 
pain in the lower abdomen or pelvis 
that has lasted for sis months or 
longer; and is not linked with men- 
struation or sexual intercourse. It 
is difficult to diagnose because it 


the most common cause of pelvic 
pain. Of 100 women with pelvic 
pain, between 40 and 60 will have 
endometriosis. A rarer condition is 
adenomyosis. a form of en- 
dometriosis where the lining of the 
womb invades the womb itself, 
bleeding into the uterine muscle . 

Then there is irritable bowel 
syndrome QBS) , which affects one 
in five young women. One study has 
shown that half the women re- 
ferred to a gynaecological clinic for 
pelvic pain have symptoms of IBS. 
Adhesions, scarring from infec- 


There is a general lack of interest in medical 
circles - many GPs dismiss it as period pain 


could be a sign of conditions asso- 
ciated with any of the organs in the 
abdomen (the womb, ovaries and 
vulva; gut and bowel bladder or ap- 
pendix; the muscles, nerves or 
bones), even the abdominal cavity 
itself! The problem is compounded 
fcy the fact that hospital consultants 
specialise in one discipline, so that 
a gynaecologist will have little in- 
terest in any adjacent organs. 

Endometriosis, where the lining 
of the womb grows outside the 
uterus and bleeds every month, is 


tions or surgery, are another cause 
of pain, as is interstitial or chronic 
cystitis, an inflammation of the 
bladder wall once believed rare, but 
now thought to be quite common. 

Pelvic inflammatory disease, 
often triggered tty one of the most 
common sexually transmitted dis- 
eases, chlamydia, can cause ex- 
cruciating pain, as can a pelvis 
damaged tty childbirth, or muscles 
and nerves trapped in scar tissue 
after a Caesarean. 

Consultations between women 


with pelvic pain and their gynae- 
cologists can be miserable affairs. 
Dr William Stones, a consultant gy- 
naecologist at Southampton Gen- 
eral Hospital has conducted a 
study of women referred by GPs to 
gynaecologists for chronic pelvic 
pain, and found that these consid- 
erations were often very negative. 

“Women go along not expecting 
the doctor to achieve much, and 
conversely the doctor doesn’t expect 
to achieve very much either." 

Most women will undergo a lap- 
aroscopy whereby needle-thin in- 
struments and a fibre optic tube are 

inserted into the pelvis through 
tiny incisions, and the abdomen is 
viewed by the specialist. Frustrat- 
ingly, this will not always pinpoint 
the cause of the pain. Eight out of 
10 women undergoing a lapar- 
oscopy for pelvic pain turn out to 
have a “normal" pelvis. 

“A lot of women with pelvic pain 
don’t have any obvious abnormality 
when you do a laparoscopy, and at 
least half of women with endo- 
metriosis don't have pain," explains 
Mr Philip Reginald, a consultant 
gynaecologist at Vfexham Park Hos- 
pital Slough. 

To make absolutely certain the 
abnormal tissue mi the screen is the 
cause of the pain, Mr Reginald has 
pioneered the use of“consrious pain 
mapping” a practice increasingly 
common in the US. This a lapar- 
oscopy done under local rather than 


general anaesthetic, so the woman 
can give the doctor instant feedback. 

Tweaking the viscera sounds un- 
bearably painful but Mr Reginald 
has carried out the operation on 30 
women and not one asked him to 
abandon the procedure. Mr Regi- 
nald is one of a handful of gynae- 
cologists practicing this technique, 
and it allows for accurate diagnosis. 

Professor Richard Beard, a con- 
sultant gynaecologist at North wick 
Park Hospital, Harrow, and 
Britain's teadingspedalist in pelvic 
pain, has suggested that pelvic 
congestion - chronic dilation of the 
pehde veins - leads to a build-up of 
blood around the pelvis and conse- 
quent pain. Professor Beard be- 
lieves the condition, mainly in 
women in their reproductive years, 
is caused by poorly functioning 
ovaries, which is linked to stress. 
Treatment is with hormones to sup- 
press ovarian activity and a course 
of stress and pain management 

When nothing else works, a gyn- 
aecologist will reluctantly suggest 
a hysterectomy. Adenomyosis, for 
instance, can be diagnosed only by 
examining the womb alter removal 
Fbr three-quarters of women a hys- 
terectomy does the trick, but a 
quarter are still left with their pain. 


The National Endometriosis Soc- 
iety, 50 Westminster Palace Gar- 
den s, 1-7 Artillery Row. London. 
SWAP 1RL; call 0171-222 2776 
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I AM not a great believer m 
bribery but I did make one 
exception. As soon as my two 
sons were old enough to 
understand the cost of a copy* of 
The Beano and a Kinder Egg, I 
promised them £500 when they 
were 21 if they didn’t smoke. In 
exactly one year’s time I expect 
to be paying out to the eldest 
and I am convinced it is the 
best investment I will ever 
make in my family’s health. 

I am therefore out of 
sympathy with the Australian 
public who have, according to a 
report in the British Medical 
Journal, taken against Shane 
Warne, die cricketer, for 
accepting the admittedly rather 
more generous bribe of $200,000 
Australian dollars (£77 ,000) to 
try to give up smoking using 
Nicorette chewing gum. 

It is not, apparently, the sum 
involved that has angered 
ordinary Australians but the 
principle of bribing someone to 
do something that they should 
be doing anyway. Callers to 
radio stations have pointed out 
that promoting hair 
transplants, as former Test 
cricketer Greg Matthews did, is 
one thin g but taking money to 
quit smoking is quite another. 

All very odd. but it may be 
that in Britain we take a less 
self-righteous line. A New Year 
survey by the makers of 
NiQuitin CQ nicotine patches 
found that most people would 
be in favour of small bribes paid 
by companies to employees 
who tried to give up. The bonus 
for the employers would 
come in the form of lower 
sickness absence among 
their workforce. 

Whatever the effect of a 
small bribe on an adult it 
cannot possibly match that of a 



Bribe a youth not to smoke 


large bribe on a child. In 
offering my sons £500 a piece, 

I was continuing a family 
tradition (my father's offer to 
my brother and sister and I was 
£100). My own belief is that its 
maximum impact on my 
children was between the ages 
of about seven and u, when the 
prospect of an unimaginably 
large sum of money served to 
anchor anti-smoking messages 
being served up at school. 

Primary school children 
share a universal commitment 
to environmentalism and 
against toxic contaminants of 
all kinds, and the money meant 
that tobacco stood out as the 
most noxious substance of alL 
I do, it is true, have a few 
bard questions to ask of the 
eldest about the long white 
cylinder stuck behind his ear in 
a photo he brought home from 
■ university this Christmas. 
Perhaps it is tightly rolled crib 
notes on Plato, a joint, a white 
pen top, or a device fbr snorting 
cocaine. I was not so foolish as 
to believe that my bribe would 
eliminate all experimentation. 
Experimentation is inevitable - 
necessary, even - and parenting 
is the art of the possible. As a 
friend once said to me, 
teenagers will always do 
everything at the equivalent of 
100 miles an hour and the best 
you can hope for is to stop them 
doing it at 150 miles an hour 
In its recent white paper, 
Smoking Kills, the Government 
committed £50m over three 
years to anti-smoking 
advertising to persuade young 
people to desist from the habit, 
a huge increase on the £3m a 
year currently spent It would, it 
is true, cost a great deal more 
to offer a realistic bribe to every 
teenager who resisted the lure 
of the weed - plus the cost of 
random urine tests to check 
the veracity of claimants - but 
what better investment in 
health could we make? Like the 
World Health Organisation’s 
campaign to eliminate polio, we 
might wipe out smoking in 
a generation. 
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Are these six men the most 
influential journalists in Britain? 


Life as an MP gives ex-hack Martin Linton 
a new perspective on the power of the press 


1 am instinctively sceptical about any 
kind of awards to journalists. Some 
might say it is because I have never 
received one - but I would say it is 
because it is not possible to define 
what makes a “good" journalist 
Perhaps I should be even more sceptical 
about the idea or nominating the six most 
influential journalists in this country’, but 
that is what I have just done. Let me first 
explain why. 

I recently gave up a career as a jour- 
nalist to become a Member of Parlia- 
ment This prompted a few radio chat 
shows, and more recently the UK Press 
Gazette, to take a look at journalistic 
hacks who become political hacks. The 
tenorof their questions was: why on earth 
did you give up all the power and influence 
of a job on a national newspaper for a job 
that is notoriously devoid of any power - 
namely, that of a backbencher? 

My standard response was to say it was 
an arrogance for Individual journalists to 
believe they had any power or influence 
over government None of them had power 
and I couldn't name more than half a dozen 
who had what I would call influence. 

I did not have any particular half dozen 
in mind, but I’ve been asked to nominate 
six and Fm happy to do so, although I do 
it in order to emphasise how few rather 
than how many journalists can be called 
“influential”. 

It would be easy to add to the list be- 
cause all journalists can influence events 
if they can bring new insights or informa- 
tion to the public debate. But I am not talk- 
ing of the consequences that an article may 
have. I am talking more narrowly about 
whether any journalists can influence 
go v ern m ent in any kind of systematic 
way through the articles they write. 

The obvious place to look for this kind 
of influence is on the editorial pages of the 
national newspapers, the “facing" or edi- 
torial opinion pages, and the in-house 
columnists and outside contributors who 
appear on them. The first point to make 
is that articles from outside contributors 
are often more powerful than anything in- 
house. A well argued article by an expert 
in the field has the best chance of influ- 
encing policy-makers but it's tempting to 
rely on a stable of regular columnists who 
can write well and can come up with 900 
words on the subject of the day by 230pm. 

In any case there are some influential 
columnists on my list, including Don Mac- 
in tyre from The Independent, Hugo Young 
from The Guardian and Peter Riddell from 
The Times. There are others who are ex- 
pert enough on their own subjects to 
write really powerful columns. I coifld men- 
tion Melanie Phillips in the Sunday Times 
and Polly Toynbee in The Guardian. 

It is more hair-raising for editors to find 


outside experts. They may not write as viv- 
idly. They may not be able to bend to the 
pressures of deadlines. But they are far 
more likely - to borrow an old advertise- 
ment for The Times - to know their onions. 

This is an area where I am happy to ac- 
knowledge - I don't think I'm being paid 
for this article - that the facing page of The 
Independent often scores over others by 
finding good outside writers. The Express 
and the Daily Mail are also good at com- 
missioning outside, whereas The 
Guardian, for example, relics almost en- 
tirely on its own columnists. There was a 
time generally in newspapers when spe- 
cialist journalists were often called on to 
write in greater depth about the issues in 
the news on the facing page, but they seem 
to have gone out of fashion. 

On the right subject on the right day they 
are usually far more effective than the over- 
marketed “vivid writers". I have included 
one example on my list, Nick Timmins, who 
is not only an expert on social services but 
has also written the definitive history of the 
welfare state, The Five Giants. 

My other two nominees are the editors 
of The Sun and The Mirror, who wield lit- 
tle positive influence, but a great deal of 
potential negative influence - for the 
wounding of reputations, rather than for 
the winning of arguments. Negative influ- 
ence, like negative campaigning, can be 
devastating. You have to remember - as 
I'm sure Tbny Blair does - that The Sun 
was read by a fifth ofvoters at its peak and, 
more important a third of “don't knows”. 

However, Downing Street is far more 
likely to try to influence journalists than 
to be influenced by them. This is not be- 
cause of the arrogance of politicians, but 
because journalists don't focus on policy 
issues in the way that politicians do. Just 
as p ol iti cians underestimate journalists, so 
journalists give too little credit to the fact 
that politics is a serious business. Its 
practitioners need to develop particular 
skills. Policy-making is perhaps the most 
important 

I don’t pretend for one moment that my 
job as a Government backbencher gives me 
any great influence. But at least I feel I've 
tuned in to the debate. And having been 
on both ends of the politician-journalist re- 
lationship, I begin to understand how peo- 
ple must feel when they have been through 
a sex-change operation. 

Politics looks very different from the in- 
side, and so does journalism. But the two 
need to meet And if newspapers are the 
forum in which public debate takes place, 
the crucible in which policies are cast and 
recast then a lot of them are not exerting 
as much influence as they might 

Martin Linton, Labour MPjbr Battersea, 
worked on ‘The Guardian’ from 1 981 -1997 



Donald Macintyre Hugo Young Peter Riddell 

The Independent The Guardian The Times 


The Independent’s Donald Macintyre, who is currently 
finishing a biography of Peter Mandelson, has a subtle po- 
litical brain and is the kind of journalist ministers see as 
well worth flying to influence- though it’s not easily done. 



Nick Timmins 

Financial Times 


Nick Timmins, formerly of The Independent but now 
the public policy editor of the Financial Times, is the 
prototype of the specialist journalist whose influence 
stems from his knowledge. 


Hugo Young, a columnist for my Alma Mater. The 
Guardian, can be a devastatingly powerful ally to have 
on your side. He is widely respected, and on the right 
day and with the right subject, he oozes gra vitas. 



David Yelland 

The Sun 


The editor of The Sun, David Yelland. I nominate not so 
much for the articles he runs - two recent ones, on 
gays and on the euro, have blown up in his face - but 
for strike power on politicians' personal reputations. 


Peter Riddell of The Times, has a brain like a giant 
sponge which soaks up millions of facts before he ex- 
presses an opinion. His articles are always very well 
argued, although that doesn't always make them right 



Piers Morgan 

The Mirror 


Fbr similar reasons, the editor of The Mirror, Piers 
Morgan, again not for the articles he runs - certainly 
not for those on Prince Harry - but for the articles he, . . . 
usually, restrains his reporters from writing. 


A contract for justice 

Since 1992, Channel 4’s Trial and Error team has overturned 20 cases of miscarriage 
of justice. Now their success has won them a new contract. By Paul McCann 


BEING A good guy can be good 
for you. Just Television, the in- 
vestigative production com- 
pany set up by David Jessel and 
the old Rough Justice team in 
1992, has had the kind of 1998 
that most other independents 
can only dream of. Channel 4 
has signed a contract with Just 
Television - which currently 
makes Trial and Error- for the 
company’s team of journalists 
and researchers to provide 
Channel 4 News with 10 inves- 
tigations a yean 

This follows a deal Just Tele- 
vision signed with Dispatches 
in September to become its in- 
house investigative team. Dis- 
patches is made by a large 
number of production compa- 
nies on contracts that rarely 
last more than three months; 
get ting a long-term deal to un- 
cover stories is a coup that has 

made the world of investigative 
television journalism quite 
green with envy. 

But the company’s position 
as Channel 4’s favourite blood- 
hounds would seem to be de- 
served. Last month one of Trial 

and Error’skey campaigns was 

vindicated when Danny Me- 

Namee had his appeal against 

conviction for the IRA Hyde 
Park bombing upheld. Since 
setting up in 1992, Just Televi- 
sion has managed to get 20 con- 
victions quashed. 

David Jessel denies that he 
and his partners, Stephen 



David Jessel denies profiting from miscarriages of justices Neville Elder 


Phelps and Steve Haywood, 
are making a killing from mis- 
carriages of justice: “The con- 
tracts from Channel 4 allow us 
to support on-going investiga- 
tions and we have what you 
could call ourpro bono arm. Ebr 
example, there is the case now 
of Tbny Dickinson, a alcoholic 
who was convicted of setting 
fire to a house in which two 
people died. Now, we haven't 
made a programme about him, 
but we have disagreed with 
the Criminal Cases Review 


Commission’s decision to reject 
his case. So, we are taking it to 
judicial review, but we’ve not 
made a programme about him. 

Jessel Phelps and Haywood 
walked out of the BBC as a 
group to join Channel 4 when 
the BBC was refusing to make 
more than a few episodes of 
Rough Justice a yean The walk- 
out was not just because of lack 
of work: “You can't very wefl say 
to people, sorry you have to 
stew in jail another year to fit 
in with the BBC's scheduling 


plans,” Jessel points out. 

Jessel bad joined Rough 
Justice in 1985 after a career 
mainly in BBC radio and on the 
precursor to Newmight, 24 
Hours. Once on Rough Justice 
he realised he had found his 
niche: “There is definitely 3 self- 
ish sort of satisfaction attached 
to the job. Better journalists 
than us reveal huge famines or 
corruption, whereas we focus 
on just one tragedy, although it 
is a heightened tragedy be- 
cause being imprisoned for 


something you haven't done is 
like being tortured for inform- 
ation you don’t have." 

Jessel believes that the re- 
search skills perfected on Trial 
and Error - “We have our 
homework marked by the 
Court of Appeal so it has to be 
pretty good" - won them the 
Channel 4 contracts. Just Tele- 
vision has already branched out 
into other current affairs topics 
- including the Monica Lewin- 
sky case and, this week, an ex- 
amination of the evidence in the 
Lockerbie bombing. 

Some in the industry see 
Just Television's Dispatches 
and Channel 4 News contracts 
as evidence that the production 
company is a kind of conscience 
for Channel 4. "When Dis- 
patches was cut back to half an- 
hour and Dorothy Byrne was 
brought in from The Big Story 
there were worries that the pro- 
gramme would go down-mar- 
ket," says a rival producer. “If 
20/20, who do The Big Story for 
Carlton, had won that contract, 
it would have been a bad sign. 

“Just Television is a very 
solid, respectable face for 
Channel 4. But the admiration 
fbr Jessel and his team is 
tinged with jealousy. “They 
have the best people because 
the Trial and Error contract 
allows them to keep them,” 
says the rival “Trial and Error 
has been used as a base to 
make the company strong.” 
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The Word On The Street 


ONE DAY on the discard 
pile and already a tasty job 
proposition for Charlie 
Whelan, Gordon Brown’s 
erstwhile leg spinner now 
in the market for “an 
appropriate opportunity”. 
The DTI is looking for a 
new Head of News. “You 
will have considerable 
experience of handling the 
media," the ad begins 
hopefully, "have a dean 
strong, written style and 
the ability to use it 
effectively (and) will be 
able to demonstrate a 
strong news sense." 
Sounds promising. “You 
will be able to command 
the respect and confidence 
of Ministers, senior 
officials and media 
contacts," it continues. So 
what’s the catch, apart 
from having to sweep up 
after his old foe Peter 
Mandelson? Ah yes, the 
salary - a miserly £63,490 
which, for Mr Whelan, 
would represent around a 
£15,000 pay cut 


A NEW broom on the sixth 
floor of Saatchi & Saatchi’s * 
Charlotte Street offices in 
London. Or, to be more 
precise, a new mallet - 
happily wielded by the 
agency's international 
chairman Alan Bishop. The 
object of Bishop's 
hammerings is a wall 
erected by Maurice 
Saatchi. “He didn't like 
mixing with the underclass 
when he was here last," 
says an agency 
spokesexecutive, “so he 
blocked off his corner of 



the building." Bishop 
confirms that his 
handiwork marks the first 
recorded example of an 
adman “empire 
destroying”. 

1 

CHANNEL 5's robust 
response to changes that 
there is far too much sex in 
its output? A gritty, ground- 
breaking current affairs 
series tailed Pom Flakes. 


tike A dose of gastric flu, 
that wallopingly pricey TV 
ad from New Millennium 
Experience Company was 
han! to miss over the 
Christmas break. And, like 
the said lurgy, it brought on 
similar feelings of nausea. 
Hie NMEC’s media buyers 
secured what looked like a 
choice ad break for the 
commercial on Sunday 
evening - during a riveting 
Channel 4 documentary 
about the dawn of the new 
millenni um. One of the 
programme's chief 
conclusions? That the new 


millennium in fact dawned 
four years ago and that the 
beano down on that barren 
stretch of Greenwich 
wasteland makes about 
as much sense as 
celebrating the October 
Revolution in March. 

♦ 

LIKE SPROUTS, sausage 
meat and Emva Cream, 
seasonal versions of 
regular programmes are a 
staple of Chris tmas (and 
frankly about as 
appetising). This year we 
had Christmases from 
Hell, Christmas with the 
Clampers and umpteen 
yuletide editions of 

everything from 
Coronation Street to the 
weather. One rather 
surprising omission from 
the canon was a glimpse of 
how the season was being 
celebrated at the Lakeside 
'shopping centre in 
Thurrock, made famous by 
the acclaimed BBC 1 docu- 
soap Lokesiders. The 
production company Hart 
Ryan was desperate to 
film it, the BBC keen to 
screen it, the shopping 
centre every bit as anxious 
to feature in it So why 
no show? Over to Walt 
Disnqy for an outpouring of 
seasonal goodwill. 

The company had 
sponsored the Lakeside's 
Christmas decorations and 
was not prepared to have 
even one drop of wax from 
Mickey Mouse's ear in 
shot “It's brand 
management gone 
bonkers,” says a 
company source. 
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The Scots love their newspapers. But are they passionate enough for another Sunday title? By Ma rv Braid and Paul_McC!ann 





Andrew Neil is editor-in-chief of 'The 
Scotsman*, which, along with the 
‘Edinburgh Evening News’ and 
‘Scotland on Sunday*, is part of the 
Scotsman Publications group owned 
by the Barclay Brothers 


Andrew Jaspan is working on the launch of a 
new Sunday title for the Scottish Media Group 
which owns the T>a3y Herald’, the ‘Evening 
limes’ and Caledonian Magazines. SMG also 
owns Scottish Television and Grampian 
Television and STV Enterprises, the 
production arm of STV 



Tartan: it’s the colour of money 


\ 


I n the good old Fifties, as 
myth now has it competition 
between newspapers in 
Scotland was so keen that 
rival reporters would slash 
each others tyres to steal a 
yard in the pursuit of a hot stoiy or 
to ensure that they were first back 
to the office with their copy. 

In recent years that cut-throat 
sense of competition has returned 
to the Scottish media scene, hostil- 
ities between rivai titles deteriorat- 
ing virtually into all-out war 
Things began to hot up in the mid- 
Eighties when The Sun became the 
first London-based paper to set up 
a separate operation in Glasgow. 
Relations between it and the Scot- 
tish Daily Record - whose virtual 
monopoly of the marketplace had 
made it fat and complacent -quickly 
turned ugly. 

Rivai editors traded insults; The 
Sun even had its logo projected on 
to the wall of the Record's head- 
quarters. There was no end to The 
Sun's zeal in its battle to win Scot- 


tish hearts. This brave defender of 
British sovereignty against an evil 
Europe even came out for Scottish 
independence just before the 
country's devolution vote. 

The Daily Mail Express and 
Mirror have all fallowed The Sun 
north to exploit a marketplace 
which, strangely, continues to flour- 
ish while sales of newspapers south 
of the border shrivel And now the 
temperature is set to rise again with 
the coming of Scotland’s own par- 
liament in May, the launch of a new 
home-grown newspaper - the Sun- 
day Herald - and the beefing-up of 
the Scottish operations of English- 
based papers, including The Tele- 
graph, Times, Guardian and 
Independent as well as the tabloids. 

These are dizzy, breathless times. 
The question now is whether the 
new investments - particularly the 
substantial sums being sunk into the 
Sunday Herald by the Scottish 
Media Group - will bear fruit 

The early investments were less 
risky The Sun and those who fol- 


lowed it north wanted a slice of the 
UK’s only booming med ia market 
While 61 per cent of British people 
buy a Sunday papec the Scottish fig- 
ure is 76 per cent Fbr dailies the fig- 
ures are 55 per cent for the UK and 
65 percent for Scotland. 

Views differ as to why Scots con- 
tinue to buy more papers. “People 
just read more," says Alf Young, 
deputy editor of the Glasgow-based 
Herald, soon to launch a sister Sun- 
day. “It’s a cultural thing and has 
been for as long as I can remember” 
Jim Seaton, the former editor of 
the Edinburgh-based Scotsman, 
suspects it is to do with the endur- 
ing Scottish forth in education; oth- 
ers say that a better education 
system has produced a more liter- 
ate population and one with a 
greater interest in politics than the 
others that make up the UK 
Scottish media analysts are less 
romantic. “There are a number of 
reasons, but the primary one is a fa- 
natical attachment to sport - par- 
ticularly football,” says Barbara 


Moyses, of the Edinburgh-based 
media buying agency. Feather 
Brooksbank “On Sundays and Mon- 
days Scottish men often buy more 
than one paper to get different 
views of their teams." 

Ms Moyses also points out that 


The Scottish market 
flourishes while sales 
of papers south of the 
border shrivel 


Scotland is “not one culture and the 
broadsheets here have always re- 
flected that There is a west coast 
culture - outgoing, glitzy and left- 
wing. Then there is an east coast cul- 
ture, more restrained and 
middle-class. Then there is the cul- 
ture of the northern cities and the 
Highlands..." The upshot is multi- 
ple buying on a daily basis. 


Whatever the reasons - Robin 
Jack, of Faulds advertising agency, 
suggests that Scottish media con- 
sumption may have everything to do 
with the appalling weather - the 
post-parliamentary expansion now 
being banked on is less certain than 
the rae that went before. 

“The nature of the beast will 
change.” says Ian McLaren, deputy 
editor of the Scottish Daily Mad, 
who, like every other editor; is 
recruiting for the expected boom as 
a new politics takes hold. 

“At present we have appointed a 
political editor tor Scotland and a 
political correspondent but we wiD 
probably need more as the agenda 
from the Scottish parliament 
develops. There wiD be less and less 
coming out of Westminster that is of 
interest to Scottish readers.” 

The reality is that all the Engjish- 
based titles that have fought hard 
over the last decade for their slice 
of the Scottish market will have to 
provide for the new Scottish public 
interest or face losing their place. 


But is this realty the time to 
launch a new home-grown title? 
There has been no shortage of dark 
mutterings and dour predictions 
about the Glasgow-based Scottish 
Media Group's announcement last 
year that it would launch the Sun- 
day Herald this year. 

Some say it is a massive miscal- 
culation, particularly as its main 
rival the Edinburgh-based Scots- 
man Publication’s Scotland an Sun- 
day, is selling more than its most 
optimistic founders would have pre- 
dicted at its launch more than a 
decade ago; in the last period for 
which figures are available -^July to 
December 1998 - the average sale 
was 125JJ21, compared to 122,816 for 
January to Jana 

Ironically, Andrew Jaspan, who 
can take most of the credit fbr Scot- 
land on Slmdas/’s success, has been 
recruited as the Sunday Herald 
editor. However, some analysts 
believe that his creation has grown 
too strong to topple. 

“It’s a strange decision to launch 


the Sunday Herald ," says Mr 
Seaton. “It's very late for the Scot- 
tish Media Group to launch a rival 
to Scotland on Sunday ; which is now 
firmly established and extremely 
successful And it's very strange to 
announce it well in advance and give 
the opposition so much warning." 

The greatest irony, says Mr 
Seaton, is that Mr Jaspan’s biggest 
achievement with Scotland on Sun- 
day was, perhaps, to shatter the tra- 
ditional east coast/west coast divide. 
Under him, the Edinburgh title also 
became popular in Glasgow. The 
Sunday Herald is up against a rival 
not just popular on the opposite 
coast but in its own backyard. 

One observer is more optimistic. 
The new paper might still find a 
place in ttie buoyant market, he says, 
particularly if it is younger more 
fashionable, and more arty than its 
rival as Mr Jaspan has promised. 
A market that bucks the national 
trend has already managed to 
accommodate so many newcomers. 
Why not this one? 


APPOINTMENTS: MEDIA, MARKETING, GENERAL 



Pros' ra ni me A d m i nis 1 ru tor 


Salary: 14.8 - 17k 

Celebrating 20 yean in 1999. Kokunta is at the forefrootof 
developments in Contemporary African Caribbean dance in 
the UK. The company has restructured and is looking to 
appoint a dynamic individual to implement, maintain and 
monitor administrative procedures and systems which 
support Kokuma’s policy and artistic vision. 

Applicants should haw at least three yean experience and 
a successful track record as an Am Administrator or a 
qualification in Arts Administration. An interest in Dance is 
essential and experience of performing arts touring would 
be a bonus. The post requires good verbal and written 
communication skills: Proven project management and 
organisational skills: Computer literacy and knowledge of 
the UK funding system. 

To obtain an appficadon pack call Anita on 9121 <M8 
7744 or send an A4 addressed envelope to Koknma 
Dance Theatre Company, 418-419 The Costard Factory, 
Gibb Street, Digbeth, Birmingham B9 4AA. Deadline 
for applications is Friday 22nd J anuary 1999. 


THE WILDLIFE TRUSTS 

1 am looking for fund raise rs/membership recruiters 
in the following counties: 

Beds. Berks. Btrm, Bucks. Cambs. Cumbria. 
Derbyshire. Dorset, Clone, Gwent, Kent, Lancs, 
Lines, Norfolk, Northants, Notts. N. Wales, Oxftn. 
Staffs, Suffolk, Surrey, W Midlands and Wares. 


Full training will be given. Evening work. 

Earnings c£2O0 1 
For details send ! 


ci-SX) per wcek. 

S-A.E. to Gabe Munition 


13 Mill Street, Cbagford. Devon TQ13 8AW 



Putting wiUUifc on the map 


CAP JAPAN INTERNATIONAL Pic 


Gaprapan latenuuiofuj Pic is responsible lor (he nEKfcctiqe and 
dhtribulioaafuver&i imUGncsnuis of deciduous. citnNaxia sub- 
tropical frail in 4rt European anuunes. under die well known 
Cape. Ouispan and Bella Nm brand names. 

We art eun'tntly xtrking & rteraa an 

4IDU [t€DlO HAH 40EC 

io mmnift: existing faainen • a tugb volume of whk* is sourceJ 
[torn South Africa - in addition to developing new and ‘ucarwjul 
pmnirewnl strategies 

Bawd ai our European Headquarters in Farnbam Royal, 
applicants should have 2-.1 years’ produce Humticb experience, 
tnpriher wilh ihc desire and ambition to develop rapidly In product 
management and infeinalnmal procuiemetn. 

Substantial experience of mtenwlioiwf *mianc and supplier 
uoxunt nunagcmenl is aim wared. 

If yoo feel wu are able to fulfil itw atxm requirements phase 
forward vorir CV. giving details of exjhrienre to dam, and Ament 
salary, liv.- 

Mr* V. StKfca; CAFESPAN INTERNATIONAL Pic 
Fmkam House. Bnkin Royal. Swrth Bucks SU JRQ 


Sales and Import 
Developer, Co-ordinator 
for Balkan States 


A kaKfing manufacturer of Sue cutlery for die quality market seeks to develop and expand 
its foreign market in the Balkan States and beyond, and to establish commercial finks with 
Croatian manufacturers of Holtowware to compliment their existing products and so 
expand tbeir market at home and abroad. 


Based for a three year period in England yon will during that period develop and 
consolidate your knowledge of the nature and requirements of the cutlery and 
boOowware marker with a view to establufaing a permanent base in Croatia ftotn the end 
of three years. 


You will be responsible directly to the Chairman and Managing Director and will work 
closely with him. 


You wiD identify and train a candidate from our resident workforce to act as ycmr 
counterpart in rids country once the Croatia base is established. 


You need to be: 


• Fluent and expert in Croatian and 
Balkan and rebred languages and English. 


hoDowwnre trade and industry, as weD as 
import and export regulation requirements. 


* Culturally sensitive to needs of the 
potential Balkan market and developing 
English matte:. 


■ Capable of the management skills 
required io expetfiie large scale onfcra. 


- Have design flair and ability to give 
creative input to development of products 
for new and developing markets. 


* Willing and able to awsi is identifying 
your eventual repla ce ment in the British 
base: 


• Abie to develop a co mp r eh ensive grasp 
of all aspects of (be cutlery and 


• Remuneration package £20kpj_ 
plus negotiable benefits. 



Apply in writing to lire Chairman at: 


Sheffield Metal Company Ltd, 
' The Nickel Banks Group, 
Snow Lane. Sheffield, S3 7 AL 


marketing 

and 


media 


* Intensive 15 & 24 
weak Diplomas 

♦ International 1 year 
Diploma 

4 Computer training 
4 Superb facilities 
Exciting jobs 



Sales Executive 
London W1 


( I cr.'.i cr- ’T .V.'.'.r :•> 


To advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
MEDIA team on 

0171 293 2691. 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER tor tfisl Special 
data, 1642-199 most Mm mZ- 
Mte. Ideal WrtfxJay gift. Remem- 
ber W hen. T M: 0181.688 6383. Or 
CALL FTB 0500 520 000. 


Brill’s lack of style could be 
the downfall of his content 


The magazine pitched as the watchdog of the American media seems to 


be chasing its own tail to oblivion. By Andrew Marshall in Washington 


IT HIT the newsstands like a 
cornet, burning its way on to vir- 
tually every front page and 
television news programme 
across the country. But Brill’s 
Content, the media m a g azi n e 
launched to enormous public- 
ity earlier this year in the US, 
has apparently burned out 
Steven Brill the media en- 
trepreneur ■ wbo launched 
American Lawyer magazine 
and Court TV, looked as if he 
had hit gold once again when 
the magazine hit the news- 
stands. The first issue featured 
a lengthy look at media cover- 
age of the Monica Lewinsky 
case. Mr Brill was all over the 

talk shows, pitching not just the 

product but its philosophy. It is 
there as a media watchdog, to 
maintain standards, investi- 
gate wrongdoing and brush up 
the sloppy practices that persist 
in the American press, he said. 

The problem with the US 
media is “a lack of systemat- 
ised, independent accountabil- 
ity” he told Mother Jones 
magazine. “We will be a con- 
sumer guide for people to 
choose reliable, responsible in- 
formation. Ws will use tbe mar- 
ketplace to help journalists do 
the right thing," he told the Na- 
tional Press Club last year 
There has been a slew of sto- 
ries about poor journalism 
practices, plagiarism and over- 
active imagina tions. Steven 
Glass, a young reporter at the 
NewRepublic.'was revealed to 



Steven Brill and his troubled title Media Magazine 


have made up wholesale his 
stories; two columnists de- 
parted from the Boston Globe 
after some of their quotes and 
characters were questioned; 
CNN came under heavy fire 
over its report into Operation 
Tailwind, a Vietnam -era 
episode where CNN claimed 
the US had used nerve gas, and 
the Pentagon said it hadn’t 
Brill tapped into this, laying 
into all the sacred cows of the 
American media, from ABC 
News and Dateline NBC to 
Time magazine. It didn’t make 
Mr Brill many friends in the 
mainstream media. *T will pre- 
dict frs going to be a bumpy ride 
as journalists... have to get 
used to the feet that. .. in terms 
of no longer being accountable 
to the consumers in an organ- 
ised way, the jig is up- The 
people utio are your customers 
are our constituency." 


But who, exactly, are those 
customers? Mr Brill said that 
the first edition sold out Its 
250,000 initial run, and a second 
printing of 75.000. Subsequent 
sales, however; have not been 
quite so exciting. 

“We’ve had a ton of cancel- 
lations from the people on the 
Right because of the first issue 
(which attacked Kenneth 
Starr]. “And 1 promise you that 
the second issue or the third 
issue, well geta ton of cancel- 
lations from people on the left," 
he said to Mother Jones. 

Last month, the editor-in- 
chief, Michael Kramer; stepped 
down. “It’s an unhappy cir- 
cumstance," said Mr BrilL “It 

has to do with. .. an internal per- 
sonnel issue." 

But, not surprisingly, there 
was widespread speculation 
that the magazine might be in 
fora rethink Alot of it is mind- 


numbing statistics; and the 

focus on accuracy can be a little 

deadening after a while. A lot 
of media writing is flossy and 
celebrity-focused: while Brdl's 
Content goes to the other ex- 
treme - a bit of fluff might not 
come amiss. 

There has been other criti- 
cism. The media had been “cor- 
rupted to its core” by Mr Starr 

and his investigation, Mr Brill 
said in the first issue. Wfefl, 
hadn’t Mr Brill himself given 
$2,000 (£1,300) to the Clinton 
election campaign? And ft he 

was so hot on professional stan- 
dards, why hadn’t he recorded 
the interview with Mr Starr that 
formed the basis for his article? 

It is the magazine' s narrow 
focus, however that has prob- 
ably done it most harm. 
“There's more to truth than 
fects." says Salon Magazine, an 
online service that deals with 
media Issues. “By churning 


anothec it is effectively telling 
editors that if you follow Dr 
Brill's Patented System for 
Quality Journalism, you will 
produce a boring magazine.'’ 

To some extent Mr Brill is 
the victim of deflated expecta- 
tions. The media loves to build 
up and then knock down. Matt 
Drudge, the Internet jour nal^ 
who has also been scathing 
about traditional journalism. 

had advice for Mr Brifl after his 
PR offensive. “Ffeed the hungry 
machine slowly," he said. 
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tHE ACID HOUSE 08) 

OftBCtor-P^MdaUigan 
StprrtaffStephen McCoJe, Kevin McKidd, 

Ewren Braroner ' 

A trio of interrelated shorts culled from the 
stories of Jreine TO&h, ffte/iciitfouseplgysout 

in fhe.down-and-dirty landscape of some of 
Edujixugb’s less salubrious areas and darts 
with brio between a range of moods and tones. 
Story number one, “The Granted Star Cause”, 
is a playful riff on Kafka's Metamorphosis as 
layabout wastrel Boab (McCole) gets coloured 
into a fly by the vengeful boozing God (Maurice 
Rofeves) whom be meets down the pub. 

Story two, “A Soft Touch", comes on as a kind 
of social-realist Special Brew opera, as its 
affable, emasculated hero (the brilliant Kevin 
McKidd) finds himself cheated on by his missus 
and menaced by the tattooed thug who lives 
upstairs. Story three, ‘"The Arid House", is both 
the most ambitious and the least coherent, an 
mdiscriroinate what-if scenario which has Ewen 
Bremner’s rave kid switching places with a 
newborn bairn. In it, the revelations of an acid- 
trip are cross-cat to the trauma of birth, yet a 
clever conceit stays unfulfilled, buried under a 
ton of showy hafludnogenics. Overall though, 
debut director Paul McGcdgan (who trained as 
a stills photographer) turns The Add House into 
a bit of a triumph; adapting his style well to the 
shift i ng landscape of Welsh's tales and rustling 
up a film that's less poised and populist than 
Trainspotting, but more earthy, edgy and 
intense, too. A cracker, all told 
West End- Gate Notting Hid, Odeon Camden 
Tenon, Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, Virgin Fulham 
Road, Virgin Haymarket. Warner Village 
West End 

SITCOM (18) 

Director: Frangois Ozon 

Starring: Evetyne Dantiry, Frangois Marthourei, 

Marina de Van 

Someone ought to introduce Frangois Ozon to a 
good etfitoc The debuting French film-maker is 


dearly a man of talent, but in Sitcom be lets his 
ideas maraud madly off the leash. This scatter- 
gun satire on middle-dass mores takes abundant 
pleasure in dismantling a standard nuclear 
family (mere, pere,jHsetfill£!)- setting a rat loose 
in the home and interjecting an implicitly queer 
and subversive vein to the increasingly fraught 
shenanigans. The result is sharp, tunny and 
savage one moment, over-heated and indulgent 
the next, and arrives heavily touched by the 
influence of Luis Bunuel and John Waters. 
Patefe still, formal framing strikes a nice balance 
with the craziness contained inside. 

West End Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture 
House. Curzon Soho, Virgin Chelsea 

STAR TREK: INSURRECTION CFG) 

Director: Jonathan Frakes 
Starring: Patrick Stewart 
A belated Christmas gift for Tfefchies the land 
over, Insurrection hits the cinemas stuffed with 
in-th e-kncrw gags, ribboned and bowed with 
reliably cheesy art-design and effects work, and 
wrapped up in rather more comball romance 
than we're used to. 

The yarn is nominally about Patrick Stewart's 
do-gooding captain tangling with villainous F 
Murray Abraham, who has hatched a scheme to 
take over an Eden -like planet of perpetual 
youth. The trouble is that the whole Star Trek 
phenomenon has become less a story now 
than a series of self-reflective gestures. 
Insurrection takes no real risks with the format; 
it simply navel-gazes for a while, gives floorspace 
to the regulars and idles its way along to the 
climactic explosion. 

West End ABC Baker Street, ABC 7b ttenham 
Court Road. Elephant & Castle Coronet, Empire 
Leicester Square, Hammersmith Virgin. Odeon 
Camden Timm, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss CottaQe, Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road 
Virgin Trocadero 

Xan Brooks 


General Release 
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ANTZ (PG). 

See The Independent Recommends , above. 
West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, Rio 
Cinema , UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea. 
Virgin Trocadero 

THE APPLE (SIB) CPG) 

Seventeen-year-old S amir ah Makhmalbaf's 
precocious debut stages a true-hfe recreation of 
the fortunes of Iran’s Naderi sisters. A luminous 
and extraordinary missive from a burgeoning 
Iranian film scene. West End: Metro, Renoir 

BABE: PIG IN THE CITY OJ) 

The follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless “sheep 
pig" into the midst of the city where he becomes 
the unBkeJy saviour of a bunch of assorted wai&. 
West End : Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Suriss Cottage, Plaza, UCI 
Whiteleys, Wrg*n Trocadero . . 

DANCING AT LUGHNASA (PG) 
PatO’Comior’sTrdaDd-setsagapiiqxarilstheebb 
and flow of an eccentric Catholic family in 
DonegaL What gives it backbone is Meryl Strap’s 
regal performance as the brood’s eldest sister; 
plus the ever watchabteMkdiael Gambon as the 
homecoming brothec West End: Curzon Mayfair 


|HE DREAM UFE OF ANGELS (18) 

™ee The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End: ABC Swiss Centre 

ELIZABETH (15) 

Shf4rhar Kapur's follow-up to'Bandfl Queen is the 
story of another female figurehead - this time it’s 
QtK^D Elizabeth I- struggling to gain purchase 
in a male world. West End: ABC Ponton Street, 
Curzon Soho , Curzon Minema, Odeon 
Mezzanine, Phoenix Cinema, Rio Cinema, 
Virgin Fulham Rood 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Win Smith's fell-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman' s pensioned-off Pentagon warhorse, to 
probe a political cover-up and gets embroiled in 
an manner of Big Brother-type trouble. West End: 
ABC. Tottenham Court Road, Clapham Picture 

Hmise, Hammersmith Virgin, Netting Httl Coro- 
net, Odeon Camden Ibum, Odeon Kensington, 
OdeonMarbleArch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon 
West -End, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker 
Street, Screen on the Green, UCI Whiteleys, Vir- 
/jjf girt Chelsea, Virgin FuBumRoad 

THE MASK OF ZORRO CPG) 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallops at full-speed 
through 19th-century California in the company 
of Antonio Banderas’s authentically Hispanic 
do-gooder A bite-sized history lesson on West 
Coast potties jostles for purchase amid clattering 
action set-pieces. West End: Clapham Picture 

Hrwse 3 Odeon(kxmdenTbwTi,OdeonKensi7igtD7i, 

. Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon .Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, uci 
Wfottefej/s, Virgin Fulham Road 

THE MIGHTY <JPG) J ‘ 

Peter Chelsom's The Mighty treads through 
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outcast Kds lone fat, the other sickly) m a 
storybook CSnannatL It’s all a bit stoBd and a 
tad preffictaWe, though there’s a * 

soul Showing through- Sharon Stone and The Xr 

"2fe(SfaAiKiersQflC(^weninwhatbasical^ 

amount to supporting roles. West End: Screen on 

MY NAME IS JOE (15) 

West End: ABC Ponton Street, Curzon Soho, 
VbghiHagmailset 

NEGOTIATOR (15) 

..id L *dcson and Kfevfn Sp^ygJ a 

head in Gray's thrilling drama. The 
preflteetidn for Junk-headed sw^ing^^ 
sounds uneasy in the mouths of such 
Peribrm^Z^ Brut UCI VWirteJs»*. 
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OUT OF SIGHT 05) 


Leieestzr Square, Odeon 


Kensington. Odeon Swiss Cottage, Phoenix 
Cinema, Rio Cinema, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero 

THE PARENT TRAP (PG) 

The Parent Trap catches Disney re-heating its 
1961 Hayley MiDs heart-warmer as this spry; cross- 
cultural caper starring Lindsay Lohan as the 
separated-at-birth twin sisters (one British, one 
American) trying to get their parents (Natasha 
Richardson, Dermis Quaid) back together: West 
End : Clapham Picture House, Hammersmith 
Virgin, Odeon Camden Jbwn, Odeon Kensington, 
OdeonMarbleArch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon 
West End, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea 

A PERFECT MURDER (15) 

With Hollywood awash with dumb re-makes, the 
news that Hitchcock’s dassicDialMjbrMvrder 
was to be rehashed did not bode welL But this is 
not bad at afL Michael Douglas stars as the 
cuckolded city shark who blackmails an artist into 
killing his heiress wife, Gwyneth Paltrow. This is 
gold-plated trash: the sort of thing Hollywood does 
better than anyone else. West End: Warner 
Village West End 

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY CU) 

Sublime cinema. It's a fast-talking romantic 
comedy of course, but there’s nothing saBy or 
trivial aboutiL George Cukor’s movfe has a strange 
rad melancholy heart and Katharine Hepburn's 
unsatisfied heiress sheds real tears. West End: 
Curzon Mayfair, Renoir 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT OJ) 

In planning his cartoon Bfe of Mo6es, DreamWorks 
honcho Jeffrey Katzoiberg envisaged it 1 "painted 
by Claude Monet and photographed by David 
Lean”. The end result winds up as The Ten 
Commandments by way of Joseph and his 
Tfeeftn&otor Dreamcoat. West End: ABC Baker 
Street, ABC Tottenham Court Road, Clapham 
Picture House, Elephant & Castle Coronet, 
Empire Leicester Square, Hammersmith Virgin, 
Odeon Camden Ibum, OdeonKensington. Odeon 
MartleArcto, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin 
Trocadero 

RONIN (15) 

Rather than adding value, John Frantamheimer’s 
40 years as a feature director lend an air of 
knackered resignation to his latest movie, which 
stars Robert De Niro. ThriB-an-hour stuff West 
End Odeon Mezzanine, Virgin Trocadero 

RUSH HOUR 05) 

Jackie Chan and Chris Tucker's star in this hit- 
and-miss affair West End: Hammersmith Virgin, 
OdeonKensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whitdeys, Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village 
West End 

THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY (15) 
Ben Staler; Cameron Diaz and Matt Dillon star 
in the latest comedy from the paihofogicaHy 
tastdesswritewfirector team of Peter and Bobby 
Fhrrelly (previous repulsive but shamefully funny 
crimes a^n^huo^^.DumbcmdDiardierBXid 
Kingpin). The film is basically a soft-centred 
romantic comedy of tbe kind which drifts out of 
Hollywood an a regular basis. The gags never 
amount to more than vulgar icing on an 
unexceptionaKy bland cake. West End: ABC 
Piccadilly, Odeon Mezzanine 

THE TRUMAN SHOW (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, obooe. 
mst End: Plaza, \^rgm Trocadero 

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME 09 

Along comes Christmas and out comes What 
Dreams May Come. Robin Williams perfects a 
lopsided simper as the dead chappie who lights 
outtoa cod-impressionist heaven, before jetting 
southward to rescue his suicide bride. West End: 
ABC Baker Street, ABC Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Clapham Picture House, Odeon Camden Town, 
Odeon Haymarket, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village Hfest End 



The Independent Recommends 


The Five best films 

The Truman Show (15) 

Peter Weir's ingenious and unsettling fantasy is. 
in the end. an escape movie - in the case of 
Jim Carrey’s Truman Burbank, it is breaking 
out of the round-the-clock TV docu-soap that 
is his own life. 

Out of Sight {1 5) 

This tale of love on opposite sides of the Jaw from 
director Steven Soderbergh manages to knock spots 
off every previous Elmore Leonard adaptation, and 
boasts in George Clooney and Jennifer Lopez the 
most romantic pairing of the cinema Lie year. 

Antz (PG) 

Computer-animated 
comedy (right) voiced 
by a stellar cast and 
starring Woody Allen 
as a worker ant 
who becomes an 
opponent of the 
colony's totalitarian 
regime. Allen's best 
work in a while. 

My Name is Joe (1 5) 

Ail lhat one would expect from a Ken Loach film 
- humour, indignation, emotional sympathy - 
driven by Peter Mullan’s scary, intense performance 
as a recovering alcoholic. 

The Z>ream Life of Angels ( 18 ) 

Erick Zonca's remarkable debut draws its 
strength from the contrasting personalities of Isa 
(Eiodie Boucfacz) and Marie (Naiacha Regnier), 
whose friendship comes alive amid the drab 
environs of Lilie. 

ANTHONY QlUNN 


The Five Best plays 

Mr Puntila and His Man Matti 

Albery Theatre 

A well-deserved transfer for this Almeida hit. 
Comedy duo Tbe Right Sire are inspired casting 
for Brechts witty fable about a split -personality 
landowner. To 9 Jan 

Love Upon the 
Throne 

Comedy Theatre 

The Charles and 
Diana sioiy (well, 
up to the divorce) 
presented by the 
National Theatre 
of Brent (right). 

Hilarious and oddly 
touching. To 31 Jan 

Martin Guerre 

West Yorkshire 
Playhouse, Leeds 
It’s third time lucky for this much-rewritten 
Boubil/Scboaberg musical. In Canal! Morrison’s 
starkly involving production, it finally emerges as a 
lighter magnificent show, la 13 Feb 

Angela Carter Cinderella 

Lyric, Hammersmith 

This feast of inspired seasonal silliness and visual 
magic by Angela Carter has lashings of drag and 
double entendres, plus the best mice to be found 
anywhere on a West End stage. To 9 Jan 

A Month in the Country 

Swan Theatre, Stratford 

Ireland’s finest living dramatist, Brian Friel, adapts 
Turgenev's proto-Chekhovian comedy. To 20 FA 

Paul Taylor 


THE FIVE BEST SHOWS 

Charlotte Salomon 

Royal Academy 

“Life? Or Theatre?", Salomon’s life in pictures. 
Her 405 raw gouaches tell die story of the German 
Jewish girl’s haste before Auschwitz - an 
exprcssionislk operetta in three colours. To 10 Jan 

Grinling Gibbons 

Victoria & Albert Museum 
Fruit, flowers and foliage - the best chisel-work of 
the great 17tb-ccntuiy En glish woodcarver, who 
made intricacy and the abundance of nature his 
trademark. 7b 24 Jan 

Chris Of Hi 

Whitworth Gallery, 

Manchester 
This 1998 lUmer Prize- 
winner (right) is an 
upbeat original, his 
surfaces dense and 
decorative, with swirls of 
dots, Afros and black 
icons, and incorporating 
elephant dung. 7o 24 Jan 

Goya: The Disparates 

Maidstone Museum & Art Gallery 

Goya was deaf, ill and in his seventies when he 
produced his last series of etchings. Mysterious in 
intention, it is a void world: life is folly, men fly off 
on wings into darkness. 7b 23 Jan 

Edward Burne-Jones 

Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery 
Centenary exhibition gathers together many 
favourites illustrating Burne-Jones’s romantic and 
medievalist nether world. To 17 Jan 

Tom Lubbock 





Cinema 

WEST END 

ABC BAKER STREET 
(0870-902 0418] O Baker Street 
The Prince of Egypt 1.40pm, 4pm 
Scar Trek; Insurrection 1.20pm, 
3.40pm. 6pm. 8.30pm What 
Dreams May Come 6.05pm. 
8.35pm 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) Piccadilly 
Circus Elizabeth 2.10pm. 5.10pm. 
8.10pm The Last Days of Disco 
1.10pm. 3.40pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 
Lock. Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels 1.10pm, 3.35pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm My Name is Joe 1.10pm, 
3.35pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 

ABC PfCCADfLUT 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm) 
O Piccadilly Circus Hamam: The 
Turkish Bath 1 .25pm. 3.50pm, 
6,10pm. 8.35pm There’s 

Something About Mary 1.05pm. 
3.30pm. 6pm, 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) «• Leicester 
Square Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
1.40pm. 4.10pm, 8.55pm What 
Dreams May Come 1.05pm. 
3.40pm. 6.05pm, 8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403] O Leicester 
Square/Ptecadilly Circus Buffalo 
66 3.40pm, 8.40pm The Eel 
1.10pm. 335pm, 6.05pm, 

8.30pm The Governess 130pm. 
3.55pm. 6.15pm, 8.35pm It's a 
Wonderful Life 1.05pm, 6.05pm 
La Vie Revie des Anges 1.15 pm, 
3.35pm. 5.55pm. 8.T5pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) «■ Tottenham 
Court Road Antz 4.45pm, 9.45pm 
Enemy of The State 1.05pm. 
3.45pm. 635pm. 9.10pm The 
Prince of Egypt 2pm. 7.55pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 130pm, 
4pm. 6.50pm. 9.35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 
(0171-638 8891) O Barbican The 
Mighty 6.15pm, 8.40pm Sitcom 
6.1 5pm, 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

. (0171-351 3742) O Sloane Square 
On Connate la Chanson 1pm, 
3.30pm, 6pm, 8.35pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) •& Clapham 
Common Enemy of The State 
6.20pm, 9pm The Mask of Zorro 
1.15pm. 4pm The Parent Trap 
3.45pm The Prince of Egypt 
1.30pm. 3.30pm Sitcom 530prn, 
7.30pm, 9.30pm What Dreams 
May Come 6.45pm. 9.1 Spm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) ■©• Green Park 
Dancing at Lugjhnasa 4.15pm, 
9pm The Philadelphia Story 2pm. 
630pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12pm-6pm) 

9 Leicester Square Casablanca 
1.45pm. 6.45pm Elizabeth 4pm, 
9pm The Mighty 1pm, 5.15pm, 
7.15pm My Name is Joe 3pm. 
9.15pm Sitcom 130pm. 3.30pm, 
530pm, 7.30pm, 9.30pm 

elephant and castle 

CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) «■ Elephant & 
Casde The Prince of Egypt 4.10pm, 
6.30pm. 835pm Star TMc 

Insurrection 4pm, 630pm. 8.40pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) «■ Leicester 

Square Out of Sight 12.10pm, 
Z.55pfii, 5.50pm. 8.35pm The 
Prince of Egypt 10.45am. 1pm, 
3.30pm, 6pm, 8.30pm Star Trek: 
buwmxdon llpm, 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. 9pm 

GATE NOTTING HILL 
(0171-727 4043) O Notting Hffl 
Gate The Add House 1.1 5pm, 
3.45pm, 6.15pm, 850pm 

HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718) O- Ravenscourt 
PaiVHammersrnith Enemy of the 
State 3pm. 6.10pm. 9.10pm the 
Prince of Egypt 12n00n. 2.10pm, 
4.20pm. 630pm Rush Hour 
8.40pm Star Ttek: Insurrection 
lpm, 3,30pm, 630pm, 8.50pm 

|CA CINEMA 

(0171-930 3647) O- Charing Cross 
SenAJfe bi LA 5pm. 7pm. 9pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) Piccadilly 
Greus The Apple (Sib) 3pm. 5pm, 
7pm, 9pm The Boys 4,15pm, 
8.45pm Fire 2pm. 6.30pm 


CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) O Hyde Park 
Comer/Knightsbridge Elizabeth 
2.20pm, 6.40pm Fire 4.35pm. 
9pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) ■©■ Notting Hill 
Gate Enemy of the State 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) O Camden Town 
The Add House 11.50am. 
2.05pm. 4.20pm, 6.35pm. 

8.55pm Enemy of the State 
12.05pm. 2.45pm. 5.30pm. 

8.30pm The Mask of Zorro 
3.30pm, 8.35pm The Prince of 
Egypt 11.45am. 1.55pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 12.15pm, 

2.25pm, 4.35pm. 6.45pm. 

9.10pm What Dreams May Come 
4pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) e PiccadBly 
Circus What Dreams May Come 

I. 1 Opm. 3.35pm. 6.05pm. 

8.40pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) -O High 5treet 
Kensington Babe: Pig ia the Oty 
12.10pm Enemy of the State 
12.05pm, 3.10pm, 6.15pm, 

9_20pm The Mask of Zorro 
2.25pm. 5.40pm, 8.55pm Out of 
Sight 6.20pm, 9.20pm The 

Parent Trap 12.50pm. 3.35pm 
The Prince of Egypt I2.45pm, 
3pm, 5.15pm, 7.30pm Rush Hour 
9.50pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2pm. 4.35pm, 7.10pm, 9.45pm 
What Dreams May Come 1 .30pm, 
4.15pm. 7pm, 9.45pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 
(08705-050007) o Leicester 
Square The Mask of Zorro 

II. 40am. 2.30pm. 5.25pm. 

8.20pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) O- Marble Arch 
Enemy of the State 12 noon, 
3.05pm, 6.05pm. 9.05pm The 
Mask of Zorro 11.45am, 2J>0pm. 
5.55pm. 9.05pm The Parent TTap 
12.15pm, 3.15pm The Prince of 
Egypt 11.55am. 2.15pm, 4.30pm. 
6.45pm Rush Hour 9pm Star 
Tefc: Insurrection 1 pm, 3.35pm. 
6.10pm. 8.55pm What Dreams 
May Come 6pm, 8.50pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Elizabeth 12.35pm, 
3.05pm. 5.35pm. 8.20pm Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels 
1-25pm. 3.55pm. 6.20pm. 

8.45pm Les Miserable* 3.30pm. 
8.30pm Mulan 1.40pm. 3.50pm 
Ron in 5.55pm, 8.25pm Snake 
Eyes 1.05pm, 6pm . There's 
Something About Mary 12.45pm. 
3.1 5pm. 5.45pm. 8.20pm 

OLSON SWISS COTTAGE 
(08705-050007) O Swiss Cottage 
Babe: Pig bi the City 12.10pm 
Enemy of the State 12.10pm. 
2.50pm, 5.35pm, 8.20pm The 
Mask of Zorro 2.15pm. 5.15pm, 
8.15pm Out of Sight 8.25pm The 
Parent Trap 1.15pm The Prince 
oT Egypt 1pm, 3.25pm. 5.55pm 
Rush Hour 4pm, 6.30pm, 8.50pm 
Star Itek: Insurrection 12.45pm, 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm What 
Dreams May Come 12.30pm, 
3.15pm. 5.45pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) ■& Leicester 

Square Enemy of the State 
12.30pm, 3.20pm, 530pm, 

6.15pm, 835pm. 9.10pm The 
Parent hrap 12.05pm, 2.45pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) -0- Piccadilly 
Cirrus Everest 12.35pm. 2.40pm. 
4.45pm. 7pm. 9.05pm T-Rbc 
B ack to the Cretaceous (3-D) 
11.30am. 1.35pm, 3.40pm, 

5.45 pm. 8 pm, 10.05pm 

PHOENIX ONEMA 

(0JSI-444 6789) O Bsc Finchley 
Elizabeth 6.15pm Left Luggage 
1.45pm. 4pm Out of aghe 
835pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) ■» Piccadilly Circus 
The Add House 1230pm. 
3.20pm, 6.10pm. 9pm Babe: Pig 
in the City '12,45pm. 3.10pffl. 
5.30pm Rush Hour 2.30pm. 4pm, 
6.30pm, 9pm Saving Private 
Ryan 7.50pm The Truman Show 
3.35pm, 8.40pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) O Russell 

Square The Apple (Sib) I pm. 
2.55pm, . 4,30pm. 6.45pm, 

8.45pm On Connalt la Chanson 
3.45pm. 8.35pm The Philadelphia 
Story 1.25pm. 6.1 5pm 


RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229] BR/O Brixron 
The Add House 1.45pm. 4.15pm. 
6.45pm, 9.15pm Enemy of the 
State 12.55pm. 3.30pm. 6.50pm. 
9.25pm The Mask of Zorro 
12.50pm. 3.35pm. 6.25pm Out of 
Sight 6.35pm. 9pm The Prince of 
Egypt 4.30pm Rush Hour 9.10pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 2.30pm. 
4.45pm. 7pm, 9.20pm The 
Umbrellas of Cherbourg 2.20pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) « Baker Street 
Enemy of the State 2.40pm, 
5.30pm. 8.20pm Left Luggage 
2.30pm. 4.40pm, 6.50pm, 9pm 

SCREEN ON THE QtEEN 

(0171-226 3520) O Angel Enemy 
of the State 2.40pm. 5.30pm. 
8.20pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) e Belsize Park 
Left Luggage 4.40pm The Mighty 
2.40pm. 6.50pm. 9pm 

LK3 WHITELEYS 
(0870-603 4567) -B 

Bayswa ter/Queensway Antz 

2.50pm Babe: Pig in the Oty 
3.30pm Enemy of the State 
3.40pm, 6pm, 6.30pm. 8.50pm, 
9.2 Opm The Mask of Zorro phone 
for details The Negotiator phone 
for details Out of Sight phone for 
details The Parent trap phone for 
details The Prince of Egypt phone 
for details Rush Hour 5.10pm, 
7.30pm, 9.50pm Star Trek: 

Insurrection 4.40pm, 7.10pm. 

9.40pm What Dreams May Come 
4.10pm, 6.40pm. 9.10pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) & Shane 

Squane/South Kensington Enemy 
of the State 2.15pm, 5pm. 
8.45pm Out of Sight 2.45pm. 
6pm, 8.30pm Sitcom 2.30pm. 
5pm, 7pm. 9.30pm What Dreams 
May Come 1 .30pm. 4pm, 6.30pm. 
Spm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) & South 

Kensington The Add House 
1.10pm, 3.45pm. 6.50pm. 

9.30pm Elizabeth 9pm Enemy of 
the State 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 
6pm. 9.20pm The Mask of Zorro 
12.20pm, 3.10pm. 6.10pm. 

9.10pm The Mighty 1pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm The Prince of 
Egypt 12.10pm. 2.15pm. 4.25pm, 
6.40pm Star Trek: insurrection 
1pm. 3.30pm. 5.45pm. 8.30pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) & Piccadilly 
Circus The Add House 2.40pm, 
5.25pm, 8.10pm (+ Shore Jump 
Boy) The . Mighty 12.40pm. 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.25pm My 
Name Is Joe 12.55pm, 3.30pm, 
6.10pm, 8.45pm 

VmGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) «• PtoadBIy 
arcus Antz 1220pm, 2.10pm. 
4.05pm, 6.10pm The Negotiator 
3.30pm Out of Sight l2nooo, 
2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8-3 Opm The 
Prince of Egypt 12.50pm. 
3.20pm, 5.50pm. 8.10pm Rental 
Spm Rush Hour 12. 10pm. 
225pm, 4.40pm. 7pm. 9.20pm 
Star Ttfc Insurrection 12 noon. 
2.20pm, 4.40pm, 7pm, 9.15pm 
The Truman Show lpm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm What Dreams May Come 
12.30pm. 3.10pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) O Leicester 
Square The Add House 1.30pm. 
4pm, 6.40pm. 9.30pm Blade 

1.40pm. 4.10pm, 7pm. 9.35pm 
The Bwrcfet (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 9pm Lethal Weapon 4 
1230pm, 3.30pm, 6pm Lock, 
Stock 6 Two Smoking Bands 
330pm. 8.30pm Mulan 11.45pm. 
1.55pm The Negotiator 11.40am, 
2.40pm. 5.40pm. 8.40pm A 

Perfect Murder 1.10pm, 3.40pm, 
620pm, 9.10pm Rush Hour 

1.20pm. 3.55pm. 6.10pm, 8.50pm 
What Dreams May Come 
1230pm. 130pm. 3pm. 4.20pm, 
5.30pm, 650pm, 8.20pm, 9.20pm. 

CINEMA 

London Locals 


ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) OPark Royal Antz 

5.40pm, 7.40pm Babe: Pig in the 
Oty 1 1am. 1 .20pm. 3.30pm Blade 
9.30pm Enemy of the State 
11.30am. 12.40pm. 2.40pm, 
3.40pm, 5.40pm, 6.40pm. 8.40pm. 
9.40pm The Mask of zorro 
1 1.20am. 2.20pm, 5.20pm, 820pm 
Mulan 12.20pm The Parent 
Trap 12.10pm, 3pm. 6pm 


The Prince of Egypt 10.50am. 1pm. 
3.20pm. 5.30pm. 7.40pm, 10pm 
Rush Hour 2.30pm. 5.05pm, 
7.20pm, 9.10pm, 9.50pm Small 
Soldiers 10.40am Star Trek: 
Insurrection 11.10am, 1.30pm. 
4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm What Dreams 
May Come 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 
6.10pm. 8.50pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) G- High 
Barnet Babe: Pig in the City 
12noon Enemy of the State 
12.15pm, 3pm. 3.45pm, 8.30pm 
The Mask of Zorro 2.15pm, 
5.15pm, 8pm The Parent Ttap 
1pm. 3pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.30pm. 3pm, 6pm Rush Hour 
9pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
12.45pm, 3.1 5pm. 6.30pm, 8.45pm 
What Dreams May Come 5.30pm, 
8.15pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction Babe: Pig In the City 
12.40pm Enemy of the State 
5.40pm. 8.25pm The Ruent Trap 
2.55pm The Prince of Egypt 

I. 25pm. 3.40pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 1.30pm, 3.55pm. 6.20pm. 
B.45pm What Dreams May Come 
5.55pm, 8.30pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

ONEWORLD (0181-303 1550) BR- 
Bedeyheath Antz 11 .1 0am, 1 .10pm 
Babe: Pig in the City 11.20am 
Enemy of the State 12.20pm. 
3pm, 5,50pm, 6.55pm. 8.30pm. 
9.35pm The Mask oF Zorro 1pm, 
3.45pm, 6.30pm, 9.20pm The 
Mighty 7pm. 3.30pm, 5.40pm, 
730pm, 9.55pm The Parent Thap 
11am. 1.30pm. 4.1 Opm The Prince 
of Egypt 11am, 1.10pm, 3.20pm, 
5.20pm. 7.25pm, 9.40pm Rush 
Hour 3.10pm. 5.20pm, 7.40pm, 
10pm Sear Trek: Insurrection 

II. 45am, 7.30pm. 2.15pm, 

335pm, 4.45pm, 6.30pm, 7.1 5pm. 
9pm. 9.45pm What Dreams May 
Come 2.15pm, 4.40pm, 7.10pm, 
9.40pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR 
Bromley North/Bromley South 
Enemy of The State 2.50pm. 
5.40pm. 8.30pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 1.45pm. 5.05pm. 8.20pm The 
Parent Trap 12.15pm The Prince 
of Egypt 1.15pm. 3.50pm Rush 
Hour 6.15pm. 9pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection lpm. 3.45pm. 630pm. 
8.55pm 

CA3TORD 

ABC (01 81 -698 3306) BR: Catford 
Babe: Pig in the Oty 1.1 Spm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 3.30pm, 6pm, 
B.40pm What Dreams May Come 
5.45pm. 8.30pm 

CROYDON 

CIOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR Croydon West/East Babe: Pig 
In the Gty 2pm The Mighty 4pm, 
6.15pm. 8.30pm 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) BR West 
Croydon. The Parent Trap 12.10pm, 
2.45pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
12 noon. 3pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-660 
8090) BR: East Croydon Antz 
5.10pm, 7.10pm Babe: Pig in the 
City 12.25pm, 2.50pm Blade 
9.40pm Enemy oF the State 
12.40pm, 3.40pm, 630pm. 9.30pm 
The Mask of Zorro 12.05pm, 
3.20pm, 6.20pm. 9.20pm Mulan 
1 0.35am The Parent Trap 1230pm, 
3,50pm, 6.50pm The Prince of 
Egypt 11am, 1.30pm, 4 pm. 
6.45pm. 9,10pm Rush Hour 
2.35pm, 5pm, 7.20pm, 9.50pm 
Small Soldiers 12noon Star 
irek: Insurrection 1pm. 3,30pm. 
6.10pm. 8.55pm What Dreams 
May Come 12.35pm, 3.10pm. 
S.SOpm. 8.40pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0781-592 
2020) Dagenham Heathway Antz 
5.40pm. 7.40pm Babe: Pig In the 
Oty 3.30pm Blade 9.40pm Enemy 
of the State 3.20pm. 3.50pm. 
6.10pm, 6.40pm, 9pm, 9.30pm 
The Mask of Zorro 3pm. 5.50pm, 
8.40pm The Parent Trap 3.40pm, 
6.30pm The Prince of Egypt 2pm, 
4.20pm. 6.40pm, 8.5upm Rush 
Hour 3pm, 5.20pm, 7.40pm, 
9.20pm. 10pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 2.10pm, 4.30pm, 6.50pm. 
9.10pm What Dreams May Come 
2.20pm, 4.50pm, 7.20pm, 9.50pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR/0 Ealing Broadway 
Enemy of die State 12. 30pm, 
3.20pm, 6pm. 8.40pm The Mask of 
Zorro 8.30pm The Prince of Egypt 
1.10pm, 3.40pm. 6.20pm Star 
Drek: insurrection 1 2.45pm, 
3.30pm, 6.10pm. 8.45pm 


EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
888990) ■©• Tottenham Hale Antz 
phone for details Babe: Pig in the 
Oty phone for details Blade phone 
for details Doli Sa)ake Rakhna 
phone for derails Enemy of the 
State phone for derails Kueh Kuch 
Hota Hal phone for derails The 
Mask of ZOrro phone for derails The 
Mighty phone for details Mulan 
phone for details The Negotiator 
phone For derails The Parent Trap 
phone for derails The Player's 
Gub phone for derails The Prince 
of Egypt phone for derails Rush 
Hour phone for details Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan phone for derails Small 
Solders phone for derails Star Trek: 
Insurrection phone for derails What 
Dreams May Come phone For de- 
rails 

FELTHAM 

ONEWORLD THE MOVIES (01 81- 
867 0555} BR Feltham Antz 1 lam. 
1pm. 3pm Babe: Pig In the Oty 
11.45am. 2.10pm, 4.30pm Blade 
1 0pm Enemy of the State 
12.30pm. 3.15pm, 6.15pm. 7pm, 
9.10pm, 9.50pm Jhoole Bole 
Kauuva Kaate 3.15pm, 9.50pm 
Kucli Kuch Hota Hai 11.10am, 
2.40pm, 6.10pm, 9.40pm Kudrat 
2.30pm. 9,30pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 12 noon, 3pm. 6pm, Spm The 
Mighty 5pm, 7.10pm, 9.25pm 
Mother 1 1 ,05am. 6.05pm N a s e eb 
2.55pm, 9.45pm out of Sight 
6.50pm. 9.35 pm The Parent Trap 
11am. 1 .50pm, 4.30pm The Prince 
of Egypt 11.20am, 1.30pm, 
3.40pm. 5.50pm. Spm Rush Hour 
11.50am. 2.05pm, 4.25pm, 

6.45pm, 9.10pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 11am, 12noon. 1.30pm. 
2.15pm. 3.55pm. 4.45pm, 6.30pm, 
7.10pm, 8.50pm, 9.35pm Mbjood 
11.35am, 6.25pm What Dreams 
May Come 11.05am. 1.40pm. 
4.10pm. 6.55pm. 9.30pm Zaktim 
11.25am, 620pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) O East Finchley/Finchley 
Central Antz 4.10pm, 7pm Babe: 
Pig bi the Oty 10.50am, 1 ,20pm 
Enemy OF the State 11.20am, 
2.45pm. 6.10pm. 9.10pm The 
Mask of Zorro 12.30pm, 3.30pm, 
6.25pm. 9.20pm Mulan 10.40am 
The Negotiator 9.25pm The Par- 
ent Trap 10.15am. 1.15pm. 
2.30pm. 630pm The Prince of 
Egypt 10.20am. 12.50pm. 3.10pm, 
5.50pm, 8.40pm Rush Hour 
11.15am. 1.25pm, 3.40pm, 6pm, 
8.30pm Small SoMiers 10.25am 
Star Trek: Insurrection 11am, 

1 .30pm. 4pm 6.40pm. 9pm What 
Dreams May Come 12.45pm, 
3.20pm, 6.50pm. 9.35pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (OT 71-604 
3110) «• Finchley Road Ana 
1 2 -2 Opm. 2.30pm. 4.45pm, 6.45 pm 
Babe: Pig in The Gty 12.30pm. 
2.50pm Enemy of the State 
12 .20pm. 3.10pm, 6.10pm 9.10pm 
The Mask of Zorro 12.40pm. 
3.40pm, 6.40pm, 9.40pm Mulan 
1 1am The Negotiator 9.50pm Out 
of Sight 7.05pm The Parent Tap 

I . 2 0pm. 4.10pm The Prince of 
Egypt If. 20am, 1.40pm. 4pm. 
6,20pm, 8.40pm Rush Hour 5.10pm. 
7.30pm, 10pm Small Soldiers 

II. 10am Star Trek: Insurrection 
11.45am. 2.05pm, 4.35pm. 7pm, 
9.30pm What Dreams May Come 
1pm. 3.35pm, 6.10pm. 8.55pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1 724) ■©■ Golders 
Green Star Trek: Insurrection 

I , 45pm. 4.05pm. 6.25pm, 8.45pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) G- Belaze 
Rark Enemy of the State 5.25pm. 
8.10pm The Parent Trap 2 JOpm 
The Prince oF Egypt 1.25pm, 
3.45pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
3.30pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm What 
Dreams May Crane 6pm, 8.30pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI (0181-426 0303) ^ Har- 
row & Wealds tone China Gate 
f '5pm Doll Sajake Rakhna Spm 
i 'is 8.45pm The Soldier (Man 
Film) 1,30pm, 5pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) «■ Harrow on the Hill Antz 
5.50pm, 7.50pmk Babe: Pig In the 
acyl. 05pm, 330pm Enemy of die 
State 9.20am, 12.10pm, 1235pm. 
3pm, 3.50pm, 6pm, 6.40pm, 9pm, 
9.25pm The Mask of Zorro 

I I. 25am, 235pm, 5.25pm, 8.30pm 
The Parent Trap 1 .20pm. 4.1 Opm. 
6.55pm The Prince of Egypt 
11.50am, 2.05pm, 4.35pm, 
6.50pm, 9.15pm Rush Hour 
12noon. 2.15pm, 4.45pm. 7.05pm, 
9.35pm. 10pm Star Trek; Insur- 
rection 1.15pm. 3.40pm. 6.10pm, 
8.45pm What Dreams May Come 
1.30pm, 4pm, 6.30pm, 9.05pm 
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HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) G Hol- 
kivvay Road/Archway Antz 12. 10pm 
Babe: Pig in die Gty 12.10pm En- 
emy of the State 1 2 noon. 2.20pm. 
2.45pm. 5.10pm. 5.35pm, 8pm. 
8.35pm The Mask of Zorro 
2.05pm, 5.10pm. 8.25pm out Of 
Sight 5.50pm, B.35pm The Parent 
Trap J2.25pm. 3.05pm The Prince 
Of Egypt 12.10pm, 2.20pm, 
4.35pm, 6.50pm Rush Hour 
3,55pm. 6.25pm. 8.25pm. 9.05pm 
Scar Trek: insurrection 1.15pm, 
3.45pm. 6.20pm, 8.50pm What 
Dreams May Come 12.40pm, 
3.05pm, 5.45pm. 8.50pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) G Gants 
Hill Babe: Pig in the Gty 1 2.05pm 
Enemy of the State 12noon. 
2.40pm, 5.30pm. 8.20pm The 
Mask of Zorro 2.15pm, 5.15pm, 
8.10pm The Parent Trap 12. 10pm. 
3pm The Prince of Egypt 1 .50pm. 
4.10pm Rush Hour 6.20pm, 
8.40pm 5 tar Trek: Insurrection 
1 40pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm 
What Dreams May Come 5.50pm. 
8.30pm 

KILBURN 

TRICYCLE THEATRE (0171-328 
1 000) G KUbum Enemy of the State 
6.20pm. 8.55pm 

KINGSTON UPON THAMES 
ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston Babe: Pig In the City 
12.15pm Enemy of Che State 
5. 1 5pm. 8.05pm The Parent Trap 
2.25pm The Prince of Egypt 

I. 15pm. 3.30pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 1.15pm. 3.40pm, 6.05pm, 
8.30pm 

MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705 050007) G High- 
gate Enemy of Che State 2.50pm. 
5.45pm. 8.25pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 5- 1 5pm, 8.1 5pm The ftrent Trap 
12.15pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.50pm. 3pm Star Tirek: Insur- 
rection 1 1 ,40am. 1 ,50pm. 4.15pm, 
6.35pm. 8.50pm 

PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Peckham Rye Antz 1 ,50pm Babe: 
Pig in the Gty 1 2 noon Enemy of 
the State 12.35pm, 3.20pm. 
6.05pm. 8.50pm. 1 1. 35pm (Fri) The 
Mask of Zorro 3.30pm, 6.15pm, 
9pm The Mighty 1 ,55pm. 4. 1 0pm, 
6.20pm. 8.30pm The Parent Trap 

II. 45am, 2.10pm The Prince of 
Egypt 2.35pm Rush Hour 2.45pm, 
5pm. 7.15pm, 9.30pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 4.40pm, 7.05pm. 
9.20pm What Dreams May Come 
4.35pm. 7pm. 9.25pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Purley 
Babe: Pig in the Gty 1 2.05pm En- 
emy of the State 4.55pm. 8pm The 
Parent Trap 2.20pm Star Trek: In- 
surrection 1 2.55pm, 3.20pm, 
6.20pm. 8.30pm What Dreams 
May Come 5.50pm. 8.20pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401) G Putney 
Bridge. BR- Putney Babe: Pig in the 
Gty 1 .1 5pm Enemy Of the State 
5.15pm. 8.15pm The Parent Trap 
2.15pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm What 
Dreams May Come 5.45pm, 
8.25pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/G 
Richmond Enemy of The State 
12.10pm. 3pm. 6pm, 9pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.50pm. 9.30pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/G Richmond Antz 1pm. 3pm 
Babe: Pig in the Gty 1 .30pm Out 
of Sight 6.30pm, 9.20pm The Par- 
ent Trap 1.10pm. 3.50pm The 
Prince of Egypt 12noon, 2.10pm. 
4.20pm Rush Hour 5pm. 7.20pm. 
9.40pm What Dreams May Come 
3.40pm. 6.50pm, 9.20pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
Babe: Pig in the Gty 1 2.30pm En- 
emy of the State 5.20pm. 8.10pm 
The Parent Trap 2.40pm The Prince 
of Egypt 12.55pm. 3.05pm Star 
"Bek: Insurrection I -20pm. 3.45pm, 
6.10pm. 8.35pm What Dreams 
May Come 5.40pm, 8.20pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 

050007) BR: Romford Antz 1 2 noon 
Babe: Pig In the Gty 12.1 5pm. 
2.20pm. 4.30pm. 6.30pm Enemy 
of the State 12.905pm. 2.45pm, 
5.30pm, 8.1 5pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 2.20pm. 5.20pm. 8.20pm The 
Mighty 9pm Mu lan 12.30pm out 
of Sight 8.30pm The Parent Trap 
12.45pm, 3.30pm. 6.15pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.45pm. 4pm. 
6.15pm. 8.30pm Rush Hour 
2.15pm. 4.30pm, 6.45pm. 9pm 
Small Soldiers 12.10pm Scar Trek: 
Insurrection 1 ,30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8.50pm What Dreams May Come 
1 .35pm. 4pm, 6.20pm. 8.45pm 


Out of Sight 8.40pm The ftirenc 
Hap 3pm. 5.50pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3.30pm, 5 pm, 7.30pm Rush 
Hour 7.30pm. 9.50pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 3.50pm, 4.15pm. 
6.30pm, 7pm, 9pm, 9.30pm What 
Dreams May Come 3.40pm. 
6.20pm, 9.10pm 


SUTTON 
UQ 6 (0990-868990) BR: Sut- 
ton/G Worden Ana phone for de 
tails Babe: Pig in the Gty phone 
for details Enemy of the State 
phone for details The Mask of Zor- 
ro phone for details Out of Sight 
phone for details The Parent Hap 
phone for details The Prince of 
Egypt phone for details Rush Hour 
phone for Petals Star nek: insur- 
rection phone For details What 
Dreams May Come phone for de- 
tails 


TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (0181-888 2519) 
G Turnpike Lane. Enemy of the 
State 3pm. 5.45pm, 8.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 4. 1 0pm. 6.30pm. 
8.35pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) G 
Uxbridge Dr Dolitele 1 1.40am En- 
emy of the State 2. 1 0pm. 5.20pm. 
8.15pm The Prince of Egypt 
12noon Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 ,25pm, 3.50pm. 6. T 5pm, 8.40pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) G Waltham- 
stow Central Babe: Pig in the Gty 
12.45pm Enemy of the State 
5.20pm. 8pm The Parent Trap 
2.45pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.20pm, 3.40pm, 6pm. 8.20pm 
What Dreams May Come 5.55pm, 
8.20pm 

WAJLTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01932- 
252825) BR: Walton on Thames En- 
emy of The State 5.25pm. 8. 1 0pm 
The Parent Trap 2.35pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 4.1Spm, 6.30pm, 
8.45pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/G 
Wimbledon Antz 1 1 .30am Babe: Pig 
in the Gty 11.45am Enemy of the 
State 1 1 .45am, 2.30pm. 5.25pm. 
8.20pm The Mask of Zorro 
l.55pm. 5pm, 8.10pm The Parent 
Trap 1 .20pm, 3.55pm Rush Hour 
6.30pm, 8.45pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 12.25pm, 3.10pm, 5.55pm. 
8.45pm What Dreams May Come 
6pm. 8.35pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) G South 
Woodford Babe: Pig In the Gty 
12.30pm Enemy of the State 
5.30pm. 8.10pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1 pm. 3. 1 0pm Star Trek: In- 
surrection 1 ,20pm. 3.40pm, 

6.10pm. 8.40pm What Dreams 
May Come 5.40pm, 8.20pm 


Theatre 

West end 


Cinema 

Repertory 


SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sidcup 
Babe: Pig in The Oty 1 .1 5pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1pm. 3.20pm 
Star H-ek: Insurrection 3,30pm. 
6pm, 8.40pm What Dreams May 
Come 5.45pm. 8.30pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR: Crick- 
lewoc^. Enemy of The State 
12.15pm. 3.1 5pm. 6.1 5pm. 9.1 0pm 
The Mask Of Zorro 1 2 noon. 3pm, 
6pm. 9pm The Mighty 8.30pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 2.30pm. 2.30pm. 
4.30pm, 6.30pm Rush Hour 3pm, 
6.40pm. 9.1 5pm Star Ikefc Insur- 
rection l pm. 3.25pm. 6.30pm, 
9pm What Dreams May Come 
2.30pm, 5.35pm, 8.15pm 

STKEATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streacham Hill Ann 1 ,50pm Babe: 
Pig In the City 1 ,45pm The Mighty 
4.20pm, 6.20pm, 8.45pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 .40pm, 3.45pm 
Star Trek: insurrection 3.50pm. 
6.15pm. 8.40pm What Dreams 
May Come 6pm, 8.30pm 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Stneatham Hffl Babe: Pig In the Gty 
1 .1 Opm Blade 8.40pm Enemy of the 
State 12.10pm. 2.55pm, 5.40pm, 
8.25pm The Mask of Zorro 
12.20pm, 3pm The Parent Hap 
12-2 Opm, 3pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.15pm, 2.20pm. 430pm. 635pm 
Rush Hour 3.30pm. 5.50pm, 
8.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.30pm, 3.50pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm 

STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/G 
Stratford East Babe: Pig In the Gty 
1 ,45pm The Mask or Zorro 
12.10pm, 3pm, 5.50pm, 8.35pm 
The Parent Trap 1 2.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt T2noon, 2.05pm. 
4.30pm, 6.45pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 3.45pm, 6.15pm, 9.10pm 
What Dreams May Come 9pm 

SURREY QUAYS 
UCI (0990 888990) G Surrey 
Quays Babe: Pto in the Gty 3.20pm 
Enemy of the Stare 3.40pm, 6pm, 
6.40pm. 8.50pm, 9.45pm The 
Mask of Zorro 3.10pm. 6.10pm. 
9,20pm Mulan 1 0.20am The 
Negotiator 10pm 


LONDON 

NFT South Bank SE1 (0171-928 
3232) British Broadcasting from 
1 939-1 960: First Tuesday Lecture 
(NQ T pm Saving Private Ryan (15) 
2pm & 6pm Dead End (NC) 630pm 
Doctor Who: The Dalek Invasion 
of Earth (Parts 1-6): Television 
(NQ 7.30pm High Sierra (NQ 9pm 
Rio Das Mortes: Fassbinder (NQ 
9.10pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 (01 71-437 8181) Love is the 
Devil (i 8) 1 pm Year of the Horse 
(15) 3.30pm Rounders (15) 
6.15pm Armageddon (12) 8.45pm 

RIO Kingdand High Street E8 (01 71 - 
254 6677) Lock, Stock & Ttoo 
Smoking Barrels (18) 2pm Antz 
(PG| 4.1 5pm The Spanish Prison- 
er (PG) 6.1 5pm The Big Lebows- 
kl (18) 8.45pm 

RIVERSIDE STUD! OS Crisp Road 
W6 (0171-420 0100) The Com- 
mitments (15) 6.30pm + Still 
Crazy 3.50pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford. Middlesex (0181 - 
568 1 1 76) If Only (1 5) 5pm Danc- 
ing at Lughnasa (PG) 9pm 

BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S (0 1 273-602503) 
Henry Fool (1 8) 1 .30pm. 6.30pm My 
Name is Joe (1 5) 4.1 5pm, 9.1 5pm 

BRISTOL 
WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) On 
Connait la Chanson (PG) 5.45pm. 
8.20pm The Land Girts (12) 6pm, 
8.30pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
My Name is Joe (15) 12.30pm. 
7.1 5pm The Eel (18) 3pm. 9.20pm 
The Truman Show (PG) 5.10pm 


CARDIFF 
CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) P4 p£ le Moko (15) 
7.30pm Year of the Horse (1 5) 8pm 

CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Kiindun (12) 3.30pm The 
Knowledge or Healing- (PG) 
6.30pm Still Crazy (15) 8.45pm 

IPSWICH 

FILM THEATRE (01473-215544) 
La Vie Revie des Anges (18) 
2.30pm. 6pm. 8.15pm Elizabeth 
(1 5) 6pm, 8.30pm 

CINEMA 

COUNTRYWIDE 

ALDERSHOT 

ABC (01 252-320355): Babe: Pig in 
the Gty (U): Enemy of the State 
(15): The Parent Trap (PG); The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Scar todc In- 
surrection (PG): What Dreams 
May Come (15) 

CARDIFF 

ABC (0541-555178); Antz. (PG); 
Babe: Pig In the Gty (U); Blade 
(18): The Prince of Egypt (U): tosh 
Hour (15) 

CAPITOL ODEON (08705-050007); 
Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); Enemy 

of theState( ' 

no (PG): The 
Rush Hour (15); 
reetion (PG): What Dreams May 
Come (15) 

ODEON (08705-050007); Antz 
(PG): The Mighty (PG); Out of Sight 
(15); The Parent Trap (PG) 

Ua 12 (0990-888990): Antz (PG); 
Babe: Hg in the Gty (U); Bade 
Miyan Chote Mjyan (NO: Blade 
(18): Enemy of the State (15): Kuril 
Kirch Hota Hal (PG): Lock, Stock 
6 two Smoking Barrels (18): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG); Mulan (U); The 
Negotiator (15); Out of Sight 
(15): The Parent Trap (PG); The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Rush Hour 
(1 5): Small Soldiers (PG); Sear Trek: 
Insurrection (PG): There's Some- 
thing About Mary (15): What 
Dreams May Come (15) 


Ticket availability details are for to- 
day: times and pices for the week: 
running times include intervals. • 
— Seats at all prices I — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — (l): Sun. [3J: Tue. [4j: 
Wed, (5J: Thur, (6J-. Fri. (7J: Sat 

I ALARMS * EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn’s new comedy about 
a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars 
Peikaty Kendal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(01 71-494 5065) Picc Grc. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, (51(71 3pm. £19.50- 
£27.50- 130 mins. 

• AMADEUS David Sucbet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s ac- 
claimed drama based on the life of 
Mozart. Old Vic The Cut, SE1 (0171- 
928 761 6/cc 420 0000) BR/G Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. J4) 
2.30pm. (71 3pm, E7.50-C30. 
180 mins. 

» ANNIE Ragi to riches stay of the 
optimistic orphan and her band of 
dancing chums. Victoria Palace Vic- 
toria Street, SW1 (0171-834 1317) 
BR/G Victoria. Tue-Sat 7.30pm, 
I4)(71 2.30pm, [1] 4pm. £7.50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 

k ART Larry Lamb. Jack Dee, Tim 
Heajy in 'fc&mina Reza’s comedy 
about art and friendship. Wynd- 
ham’s Charing Cross Road, WC2 
(0171-369 1736/cc 0171-867 
1 1 1 1 ) G Leic Sq. Tue-Sat 8.00pm. 
(4) 3.00pm. (7)11) 5.00pm, £9.50- 
£27.50. 90 mins. 

I BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on Disney’s 
cartoon verson of the favourite ferny 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
RoacLWI (0171-656 1888)GTott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (5J(7J 
2.30pm. £18.5Q-£35. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS TODyRus- 
selTs long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama about twins who are 
separated at birth. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (01 71-369 1 733) 
G Leic Sq/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (Sf 3.00pm, [7] 4.00pm. 
£1 1 .50- £32.50. 165 mins. 

• BOOGIE NIGHTS Shane Richie 
stare in a brand new 1970s muskaL 
Savoy Strand. WC2 (0171-836 
8888/cc 01 7 1 -836 0479) G Char- 
ing X/Embankment. Mon-Thu 8pm, 
Fri-Sat 8.30pm, (6] 5.30pm. (7) 
5pm. ends 9 Jan, E1T-E28.50. 150 
mins. 

• BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly. 
Strand AJdwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) G Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tu e-Thu 8.00pm. Fri 5.30pm & 
8.30pm. Sat 5.00pm & 8.30pm. 
mats [I] 4pm. £10-£27. half price 
Friday matinees. 160 mins. 

9 CATS Lloyd Wsbber’s muscal ver- 
sion of TS Eliot's poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (01 7 1 -405 
0072/cc 0171-404 4079) G Covent 
Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sac 7.45pm. 
(3|[7J 3.00pm. £12.50-£35. 165 
mins. 

O CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical Adelphi Maiden Lane. 
WC2 (0171-344 0055) G Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 141(7] 3pm. £16- 
£36 (inc booking fee). 1 30 mins. 

• THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (ABRIDGED) Reduced 
Shakespeare Company’s keenly- 
paced theatrical history lesson. Cri- 
terion Piccadilly Circus. Wl 
(01 71 -369 1 747) G Picc Grc. Tue 
8-00pm. £6-£25. 1 20 mins. 

• DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmkh Queen Caroline Street. W6 
(0171-416 6022) G Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm, (4)17) 2.30pm, 

£1 0-E32.50. 150 mins. 

• FAME THE MUSICAL Bjgb-oc- 
tane stage version of the TV series 
charting the highs and lows of a class 
of young showbiz hopefuls. Prince of 
Wales Coventry Street. Wl (0171- 
839 5972) G Leic Sq/Pice Ore Mon- 
Thu 8pm, Fri 5.30pm & 8.30pm. Sat 
4pm & 8pm, ends 16 Jan. E15-E30. 

3 FILUMENA Judi Dench and 
Michael Pennington star in Umber- 
lake Wertenbaker’s new translation 
of Eduardo de Filippo's play. Pic- 
cadilly Denman Street. Wl (0171- 
369 1734) G Picc Grc. In rep 
tonight 8pm. ends 27 Feb. £12-£30. 

1 20 mins. 

9 GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film. Cambridge Eariham 
Street, WC2 (0171-494 5080) G 
Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4J[71 3.00pm. E10-E30. 150 mins. 


• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah Ybrk 
in Peter Hall's acclaimed production 
of Wilde’s comedy. Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue, Wl (0171-494 5045) G 
Picc Clrc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [4( 
3pm. [7J 4pm. £8.50-£29.50. 165 
mins. 


• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's whodunnit St Martin's 
West Street. WC2 (01 71-836 1 443) 
O leic Sq. Mon-Sac 8.00pm, [3] 
2.45pm, (7| 5.00pm. EI0-E24.50. 
135 mins. 

• MR PUNTHA AND HIS MAN 

IWTTISeanFbteyaiidHamishMc- 
CoU star in a new versicai of Brecht's 
comedy satire. Albery 5c Martin’s 
Lane, WC2 (0171-369 1 730) -G Le- 
fc Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (5JI71 3pm. 
ends 9 Jan, £5-£22.50. 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
Gothic musical. Her Majesty's Hay- 
market. SW1 (0171-494 5400/ce 
01 71-344 4444) GPkxGrc. Mon- 
5ac 7.45pm, (4](7) 3.00pm. £10- 
£35. 1 50 mins. 

• RENT Musical inspired by La Bo- 
heme and set in modem day New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue, WC2 (07000-211221) G Hoi - 
bom/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
14)17) 3pm. £12. 50-02.50. 160 
mins. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

• OLIVIER: Peter Pan Stephen Oliv- 
er’s music accompanies the tale of 
the Boy Who Would Not Grow Up. 
with Michael Bryant as the Story- 
teller In rep tonight 7s 1 5pm. ends 
20 Feb. 

• IYTTHJON: deo. Camping. Env 
manueRe And DldcTfeny Johnson'S 
new play looks at the Cany On ac- 
tors and r ecreates Sd James, Een- 
neih WQfiams and Babs Windsor on 
stage, in rep tonight 7.30pm, ends 
16 Jan. 120 mins. 

• COTTESLOE: Haroun And The 
Sea OF Stories Tim Supple's stage 
adaptation of Saimnn Rushdie’s ac- 
claimed novel In rep coday 2.30pm 
fr 7.30pm. ends 6 Jan. Olivier & Lyt- 
telton: £8-£27. Cotcesloe: £12- 
£18. NT2000: £4. cones £3. Day 
seats from 10am. South Bank. SE1 
(0171-452 3000). BR/G Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 

• THE BARBICAN: The Tempest 
Adrian Noble directs Shakespeare's 
romance drama. In rep tornght 7pm. 
165 mins. 

• THE PIT: The Two Gentlemen 
Of Verona Shakespeare's witty com- 
edy is directed ty Edward HalL In rep 
tonight 7.1 5pm. ends 28 Jan. Bar- 
bican Theatre: £5- £26. The Pit £1 1- 
£18.50. Barbican Centre, EC2 
(0171-638 8891). BR/G Barbi- 
can/Moorgate. 

» SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London ftriJadnun Ar- 
gyll Street, Wl (01 7 1 -494 5020) G 
Oxford Grc. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 141(71 
2.30pm. £10-£32.50. 135 mins. 

I THE SNOWMAN Award-winning 
production of Raymond Brigj^’ con- 
temporary dassic. Sadler's Wells At 
The Peacock Portugal Street. WC2 
(01 71-863 8222) G HolbonvTem- 
ple. Tonight 7.30pm, ends 30 Jan. 
£7.50- £32.50. 

• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's hi-tech roller-musi- 
cal. Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SW1 (0171-416 6070) BR/G Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (31(71 
3.00pm. E12.50-C30. 150 mins. 

I THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
linda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn's 
comedy. Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/cc 0171- 
344 4444) G Coven c Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. |51(71 3pm. ends 23 
Jan. £1 5-E27-50. 140 mins. 

» THE WEIR Conor McPherson’s 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 
York’s) St Martin's Lane, WC2 
(01 71-565 5000) G Leic Sq/Char- 
fng X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4l(7( 
3.30pm. £5-E25. 90 mins. 

» WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein's classic 
muscal, attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince Edward Old Compton Street 
Wl (01 71 -447 5400) G Leic StyTotC 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (51(71 
3pm, £15- £3 5. 160 mins. 

O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Uqyd Webber’s new musical based 
on the film of the same name. Aid- 
wych AJdwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6000/cc 0171-836 2428) G Hd- 
bom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [51(71 3pm. 
£10-£32.50. 120 mins. 


first Cali r last Call 


First Can ' _ ■ . 

S ti ff LITTLE FINGERS definitive lyrical tales about 
1970s BeJfast ware so evocative that their fens left in 
droves when they moved from punk politics to pop 
pastures. They disbanded in the mid-1980s, but in a 
. career similar to that takes by Madness, their 
reunion gigs have been more popular than their 
original outings. And it appears that their sell-out 
shows are now not just seeing the return of die-hard 
fare? but the appearance of new, younger ones. 

The Forum, London NW5 (0181-963 (840) 12 Ifor 

Last Call 

IT SEEMS to many that Aten Davies frt^O has modi 
to- be happy about. There’s an acclaimed televirion 
show and a lucrative line in advertising. TCsnen describe 
him as attractive, but approachable while men seem 
to appreciate his disarming easy going character Fast 
ticket sales for his stand-up show suggest Davies may 
sur vive the over-exposure which has been the downfall 
of many other stand-up comedians, if only for the fact 
his show is so good-hearted and appealing that it 
almost defies criticism. 

The Civic Hall, North Street, Wolverhampton WV1 
( 01902-552121 ) 4 Ffeb 


CANTERBURY 

MARLOWE THEATRE Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs Ex-Blue Fil- 
ter presenter Tim Vincent gets fes- 
tive. Today 2.30pm & 7pm. ends T 7 
Jan. £8-£1 5, cones availkfe. The Fri- 
ars (01227-787787) 

CARDIFF 

SHERMAN THEATRE The Secret 
Seven Save the World New adven- 
ture, courtesy of Enid B Won, and set 
in 1999. 5-8 Jan. 2pm. 5-7 Jan. 10am. 
3 & 9 Jan. 7pm. £6-E 10. cones avail- 
able. Senghenydd Road (01222- 
230451) 

EXETER 

NORTHCOTT THEATRE Dick Whit- 
tington Fblkrw the penniless beroas 
be searches for tie stre et s paved 
with gold. Tonight 7.30pm, ends 16 
Jan. £7-£1 5 fam £28. Stocker Road 
(01 392-4934 93) 

HIGH WYCOMBE 
WYCOMBE SWAN Jack and the 
Beanstalk Jean Bobt, Mfrhaoi El- 
pluck. Peter Duncan and Bonnie 
Langford star Tonight 7pm. ends 1 7 
Jan. £8.50-£1 5.50. Sc Mare's Street 
(01494-512000) 

TOWN HALL Almost Romeo and 
Juliet Musical panto for adults. 5-9 
Jan. 7.45pm. £9. Victoria Street 
(01494-512000) 

IPSWICH 

SIR JOHN MILLS THEATRE Ferry 
Cross the Waveney Saties story of 



Exhibitions classical 


AB ER Y S T W YTH 
ABERYSTWYTH ARTS CENTRE 
Here to Stay: Arts Conned Collec- 
tion Purchases of The 1990s 
Contemporary art inspired by 
domesticity aim everyday objects. 
Mon-Sat 9am- 5pm. ends 30 Jan. 
free. Penglais (01970-623232) 

BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Maquettes: Henry Moore 
Ma queries, working models and 
J. graphics pvhihiKnn Mon, Tue. Tftur- 
Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 2pm-5pm. 
ends 10 Jan. free. Church Street 
(01273-290900) 

BRISTOL 

ARNOLHN1 Secret Victorians A 
vision of the iSth-centuiy presented 
by 20th century artists. Mon-Sat 
1 0am-7pm. Sun 1 2 noon -6pm. ends 
31 Jan. free. Narrow Guay (01 IT- 
929 91911 

WATERSHED Wingwalkers: 
Rebecca Goddard and Michelle 
Henning Computer animation, video 
and sound pieces. Mon-Sun 9am- 
11pm, ends 4 Jan. free. Canon's 
Road (01 17-925 3845) 

CAMBRIDGE 

FTTZW1LUAM MUSEUM British 
Watercolours from the Oppe 

Collection Including works by 

a Lowestoft fishmonger who has I Ttireerand Constable. Ends 24 Jan. 

“ ‘ ■ The Society of Three: Whistler. 

Fantin-Latour and Alphonse Legros 
Exhibition of d raw ing and prints ex- 

drnJn'i ,)S ~ PP Common £T yfiQfTT- ^n*fi nnH 

of the three artists. Tue-Sat 10am- 
5pm. Sun 2. j 5pm-5pni. ends 14 
Feb. free. Trurr.sington Street 
(01223-332900J ' 


LONDON 

PURCELL ROOM Marais Ensemble 
Cantemparaiy works from the young 
wind quintet Tonight 6pm. £4.50- 
£7.50. 

Catherine Beynon/Danld BeO/Huw 
Watkins Modern works for violin, 
harp and piano. Tonight 7.30pm. 
£5.50-£9.50. South Bank. SET 
(01 71-960 4242J BRG Waterloo. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL 
Whitehall Chotr/Herrick With foe 
London Baroque Soloists in Bach's 
Christmas Oratorio. Tonight 7.45pm. 
£6-£l5. South Bank Centre. SE1 
(0171-960 4242} BR/G Waterloo. 


Events 


AYLESBURY 

CHOCOLATE Danger and subver- 
sion-. An exhibition of contemporary 
ar t w o rk inspired by and made from 
i*hnmia(f Buckinghamshire Coun- 
ty Museum Church Street (01 296- 
33144!) Mon-Sat 1 0am- 5pm. Sun 
2pm-5pm. ends 31 Jan, £3.50. 
children (3-6yrs) £2. 


dreams of knocking The Beatles out 
of the charts. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
ends 16 Jan. £7. 75- £9. 50. cones 
available. Gatacre Road (01473- 
211498) 

WOL5EY THEATRE A Christmas 
Carol The Wolsey Theatre offers 
Dickens's tale of greed in Victorian 
London as an alternative to pan- 
tomime. 5-9 Jan. 7pm. 6. 7, 9 Jan. 
2pm. £5-£l 5, cones available. Civic 
Drive (01473-253725) 


OPERA 


LONDON 

QUEEN’S THEATRE The Rrates of 
Penzance New DOyly Carte Opera 
production of Gilbert and Sullivan 
directed bv Stuart Maunder: Today 
2.30pm 6 7.30pm. £1 5,50-£29.50. 
Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(0171-494 5040) G Piccadilly 
Grc us. 

SADLER'S WELLS The Bartered 
Bride Smetana's classic opera in a 
new Royal Opera staging tfireeted by 
Francesca Zambeflo. Tonight 7pm. 
£7.50-£60. Rosebery Avenue. EC1 
(0171-863 8000/cc 0171-863 
8000) G Angel. 


DANCE 


NEWBURY 

WATERMILL THEATRE The Wizard 
of Oz R)Uow Dorothy down the Yel- 
low Brick Road. Today 10.30am 6 
2.30pm, ends 16 Jan. E9.50-E14 
cones available. Bagnor (01635- 
46044) 

NORTHAMPTON 
THE DERNGATE Aladdin’s Cave of 
Entertainment Exciting fempy enter- 
tainment starring BQly Pearce as Al- 
addin and Victor Spinetti as Abanaza. 
5-7 Jan, 2pm & 7pm. 8 Jan, 4.30pm, 
7.30pm. EI2-E1 5, cones available 
Guildhall Road (01604-62481 T) 

OXFORD 
PLAYHOUSE THEATRE Cinderetia 
Fondly panto with ptenty of songs and 
audience participation for the dream 
ing spires. Today 2pm 6 5 Jan, 
5.30pm. ends 17 Jan. £6-£16.50, 
Beaumont Street (01865-798600) 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Su- 
san BUTs dnDmg ghost story Fortune 
Russell Street:. WC2 (0171-836 
2238/<x0171 -344 4444)GCovent 
Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sat 8pm, [31 
3pm. [7] 4pm, E8.50-E23.50. 110 
mins. 


• AN MSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
□awry’s widely-acclaimed produc- 
tjonofJBPriertfey'sttmBenGarrick 
Charing Cross Road. VO (0171-494 
5085) G Ldc Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm, 
Sat 8.15pm. [4( 2.30pm, 17) 
5.00pm. E10.50-E25. 1 10 mins. 

I INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine's acclaimed musical 
based on the dark side of fairy tales. 
Donmar Warehouse Eariham Street, 
WC2 (0171-369 1732) G Covent 
Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4]|7] 
2.30pm. £15- £27.50. 

»THE (NVBVriON OF LOVE Ibtn 
ord’s play about the life of po- 
et A E Houseman, author of The 
Shropshire Lad. -Theatre Royal. 
Haymarfcet Haymarkec. SW1 (0171- 

930 8800) G- Pkx Grc Tue-Sat 
7.30pm, [4|[7] 2.30pm. £10- 

£32.50. 

• JESUS, MY BOY Ibm Conti stars 
in John Dowie’s alternative Christ- 
mas show Apollo Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. Wl (01 7 1 -494 5070) G Picc 
Circ. Tue-Fri 8pm. Sat 5pm 6 8pm, 
■1] 3pm 6 5pm, £5.50-£1 8.S0. 

• LOVE UPON THE THRONE 

Tasttfui look at the Charles and 
Diana marriage. Comedy 
F&ncon Street. SWl (0171-3691731) 
O- Picc Gre/Ldc Sq. Mon-Sar 8pm, 
ends 9 Jan, 


Theatre 

BEYOND THE WEST END 


ARTS THEATR E Krapp's Last 

Samuel BeckatrtmetoidvSfepiece. 
Mon-Sat 8pm, mats Fri S Sac 
5.30pm. ends 6 Feb. £8-£1 2. Great 
Newport .Street. WC2 (0171-836 
3334) G Leicester Square. 

HACKNEY EMPIRE Dick Whit- 
tington and His Cat Anita Dobson 
and Paul Moriarty star 5-9 Jan. 
7.30pm. macs 5-10 Jan. 2.30pm. 
E5.50-E15.50. Mare Street. E8 
(01 81 -985 2424) BR: Hackney Cen- 
tral. 

KING'S HEAD. ISLINGTON Song 
at Twilight Noel Coward’s dark au- 
tobiographical play is directed by 
Sheridan Morfey and stars Conn 
Redgrave: Tonight 8pm. ends 24 Jan. 
£!2-£13. cones £7. Upper Street. 
N1 (01 71 -226 1 91 6) G AngeWjgh- 
bury 6 Islington. 


Theatre 

Countrywide 


14)17] 3pm. 
E7.50-E25. 


I LES MIS STABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo’s maa- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Wl (0171-434 0909) G Picc Ore. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5|f71 2.30pm. 
£7-£35. 195 mms. 

• MISS SAIGON Musical which 
resets the Madam Bvtt&fiy tragedy 
to Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street, WC2 
(0171-494 5060) GCorent Garifen. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. I4)[7] 3.00pm. 
E5.75-E35. 165 mins. 


BASINGSTOKE 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Canterbury 
Tales Join the Wife of Bath and 
Chaucer's other characters in 
Herne Olde England. Tonight 
7.45pm. £ 1 0.50-E 1 6. 50, cones 
available. Wote Street (01256- 
465566) 

BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and the 
Beanstalk Paul Bradley from Ex- 
tenders stars alongode Only Fbols 
and Horses’ John ChaDis. Tonight 
2pm & 7pm, ends 24 Jan. E6-E16. 
cones available. Sawdose (01 225- 
448844) 

BRISTOL 

NEW VIC STUDIO Freeblrt Jon 
bay's black comedy about three 
motorcyle couriers on a dodgy 
mission to Cornwall. From 6 Jan. 
Mon-Wed 7.30pm, Thur-Sat 8pm. 
mat Sat 2.30pm. ends 30 Jan. £9, 
cones £6. King Street (0117-987 
7877) 


POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE Aladdin 
Dora Bryan stars as the Slave of the 
Ring alongside TYacey Childs and 
HoDyoaks's David McAlister. Today 
2.30pm & 7pm. ends 1 6 Jan. £5.90- 
£1 1 .90. cones available. Klngland 
Road (01202-685222) 

READING 
THE HEXAGON The Wizard of Oz 
Michaels Strachan goes over the 
rainbow. 5-7, 9 Jan. 2pm. 5-7, 9 Jan, 
7pm. 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 8 & 10 Jan. 
4.15pm. £T0.50-£15, cones avail- 
able. Queens Walk (01 1 8-960 6060) 

THE NULL AT SONNING Worm's 
Eye View Comedy about a wartime 
landlady forced to house airmen and 
protect her daughter tom their at- 
tentions. Tue-Sat 8.15pm. mat Sac 
2. 1 5pm. ends 9 Jan. £2 1 .95- £32.95. 
ind meal. Sonnihg Eye (0118-969 
8000) 

SALISBURY 
SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE Aladdin 
Magic carpet ride to Peking and the 
land of Emperor Foo Wifi Ping. 
Tonight 7.15pm. ends 16 Jan. £8- 
£12.50, cones available. Mai chouse 
Lane (01 722-320333) . 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Winter’s Tale Seasonal tale of 
obsessive jealousy directed by Gre- 
gory Doran. Tonight 7.30pm, ends 
4 Mar. £7-£30. Waterside (01789- 
295623) 

SWAN THEATRE A Month in die 

Country Brian FrieVs adaptation <rf 
Ihrgenev-’s portrait of aD-consuming 


sexual desire. Tonight 7.30pm ends 
20 Feb. £5-£30. Waterside (01 789- 
295623} 

SWINDON 

WYVERN THEATRE Jack And The 
Beanstalk Exciting family pan- 
tomime with stars from TVs Ram- 
bow and Doctor Who. Today 2pm 6 
7pm. ends 1 6 Jan. £1 1 .50-El 2.50. 
cones available. Theatre Square 
(01793-524481) 

TEWKESBURY 

ROSES THEATRE Cinderella The 
Roses present their traditional fem- 
3y pantomime. 5-7 Jan. 1 .30pm. 5- 
9 Jan, 7pm. 9 Jan, 2pm. £7-£10. 
cones £5-£8. Sun Street (0T684- 
295074) 

WATFORD 

PALACE THEATRE Jack and die 
Beanstalk Roy Hudtf s family pan- 
to. 5-7 Jan, 2pm & 6.45pm, 8 & 9 
Jan. 2.30pm & 7.30pm. £5-£ 13- 
Clarendon Road (01923-225671) 


CARDIFF 

CARDIFF BAY ARTS TRUST Josef 
Koudelka Photographic images in a 
major exhibition spread across four 
galleries. Tue-Fri 1 0am-5pm. ends 
76 Jan. free. Bute Street (01222- 
488772). 

LONDON 

BARBICAN ART GALLERY Native 
Nations: Journeys in American 
Photography Over 500 works de- 
picting Native North Americans. 
Mon. Thur- Sac 1 0am-6.45pm. Tue 
10am-5.45pm. Wed 10am-7.45pm. 
Sun i 2noon-6.45pm, ends 10 Jan. 
£5. cones £3. Silk Street. EC2 
(0171-638 4141) G Barbican. 

ICA GALLERY Die Young Stay 
Pretty Sculpture, collage, paintings 
and cut outs by U. young artsts. Mon- 
Sun 12noon-7.30pm. ends 10 Jan. 
£1.50. cones £1. Sat-Sun £2.50. 
cones £1.50. The Mall. SWl (0171- 
930 3647} G Charing Cross. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Life? 
°r Theatre?: The Work of Charlotte 
Salomon Powerful painting made 
between 1940 and 1942. Mon-Thur. Sat 
fiSun 10am-6pm. Fri 1 Qam-8.30pm 
ends 17 Jan. £5.50. UB40/OAP 
£4.50. NUS £4. child 12-18 £2.50. 
child 8-11 £1. Burlington House. 
Piccadilly. Wl (0171-300 8000/cc 
413 1717) G Green Park. 

SERPENTINE GALLERY Louise 
Bourgeois Sculpture and installation 
by the major French artist. Mon-Sun 
1 0am-6pm. ends 1 0 Jan. free. Kens- 
ington Gardens. W2 (0171-402 
6075) G South Kensington/Lan- 
caster Gate. 

TATE GALLERY Turner Prize 1 998 
Work by Chris Ofili, Cathy De Mon- 
cfaaux. Tacita Dean and Sam Tayior- 
Wbod. Ends 10 Jan. £1.50. 

John Singer Sargent Comprehen- 
sive exhibition devoted to the paint- 
ings of the 19th-century artist Ends 
17 Jan. £6. cones £4. 

Art Now 16: Something is Miss- 
ing - Jean-Marc Bustamante In- 
stallation exploring cities in 
photographs. Ends 31 Jan, free, 
ltimer In the Alps Kbrks on paper 
made on Turner’s Erst Alpine trip in 
1802. Ends 14 Feb. free. 

In Celebration: The Art of The 
Country House Paintings and 
sculpture, including work by Canalet- 
to, Stubbs and Holbein. Mon-Sun 
10am-5.50pm, ends 28 Feb, free. 
Miilbank. SWl (0171-887 8000) 

G Pimlico. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
Aubrey Beardsley The illustrator’s 
life and work explored in 200 draw- 
ings and prints. Ends 10 Jan. 

Grinling Gibbons and the Art of 
Carving Work by the 17th-century 
woodcarver. Ends 24 Jan, 
Mon 12noon-5.45pm. Tue-Sun 
10am-5.45pm, ends 31 Jul. £5. 
cones £3. disabled/U84Q/rnem^af- 
ter 4.30pm free. Cromwell Road, 
SW7 (0171-938 8441) G South 
Kensington. 


CARDIFF 

ST DAVID'S HALL Moscow Gty 
Ballet: Cinderella The timeless 
fairy tale With Tfchaikovs^r’s glorious 
score. Today 2.30pm & 7.30pm. 
E19.50-E26.50. The Hayes (01222- 
878444) 

LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM English Na- 
tional Ballet: The Nutcracker 
Dere k Deane’s new staging of 
favourite with IfchaihDvsfy’s familiar 
score. Tonlgh 7.30pm (Pono- 
marenko/Armand/McHroy). £2.50- 
£39.50. St. Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-632 8300) G Leicester 
Square/Charmg Cross. 

PLACE THEATRE Resolution! Over 
100 up and coining choreograph ere' 
work in London's important annual 
platform season. Mon-Sat. 8pm. 
ends 13 Feb, 8pm. £8, cones £6. 
Duke s Road. WC1 (0171-387 0031) 
GEuston. 


ONE HUNDRED YEAR JOURNEY 
Exhibition documenting the wotfc of 
Maxine Hall to help children ex- 
plore their family histories whilst im- 
proving their visual literacy and IT 
skill*- Derby Museum And Art 
Gallery The Strand (01332-716 
659) Mon 11am-5pm. Tue-Sat 
10am-5pm. ends 9 Jan, free. 

GLOUCESTER 

MODERN TIN TOYS FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD Wide se- 
lection of tin toys from 1960s mnranfe. 
Gloucester Folk Museum Westgate 
Street (01 452-526467) 10am- 5pm. 
ends 6 Feb. £2. cones £1. Glouester 
residents/child free. 

LONDON 

WINTER WONDERLAND ART 
CAMP (AGES 4-14): CHILDREN’S 
EVENT Art activities fiifi of festive in- 
spiration from around the world. 
The Art Workshop Rcsemont Road 
NW3 (0171-431 5696) G Finchley 
Road. Mon-Fri, ends B Jan, £120 per 
week or £30 per day. 

THE GREAT CHALLENGE 1 998 In- 
ternational political cartoon exhfoi- 
tioo. in aid of Amnesty International, 
Index on Oenaonbto and the Cartoon 
Art UusL The Gallery; Oxo Tower 
Wharf ground Root Bargehouse 
Street 5E1 (01 71-928 6193) G Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sun 10am-6phi, ends 
1 0 Jan, free (donations welcomed). 

SHOW BUSINESS EXHIBITION 
Original designs iSnstrating theatre, 
opera, baHet and film. NatfonafTbe- 
atre: Lyttelton South Bank SE1 
(0171-452 3000) BR/G Waterloo. 
Mon-Sac 10am- 11 pm. free. 

SX ALBANS 

THE REALLY SENSIBLE SHOW A 
touring exhibition exploring the five 
senses. Museum of St A! tuns Hat- 
field Road (01 727-819340) Mon-Sar 
1 0am-5pm. Sun 2pm-5pm, ends 1 7 
Jan. free. 


MUSIC 


POP 


Literature 


LONDON 

JOHN HEGLEY Innovative comic 
poet Almeida Theatre Almeida 
Street NT (0171-359 4404) G 
Angel. Tonight 7.30pm. £12.50. 
cones £10. 

SPR INGB OARD: THE STEAM 
INDUSTRY A week of verse play 
reading from the award winning 
production company. Fm bo rough 
Theatre Fin borough Arms, Rnbor- 
ough Road SWl 0 (01 71 -373 3842) 
G Earl’s Court. Tonight 8pm, ends 
9 Jan. £5, cones. 


Comedy 


LONDON 

THE COMEDY STORE The Cutting 
Edge with Steve Grib bin, Paul 
Thorne, Sean Meo, Mar tin Coyote, 
Lee Hurst, plus one other 
TBC. Tonight 8pm. Oxendon Street, 
SWl (01426-914433) GPtetadflly 
arcus, Eli. cones £7. 

HERSTERICS COMEDY CLUB AT 
TUT *N’ SHIVE Shefagh Mn ytin, 
Amanda Bakes Ishla, Joy Twenty; Jo 

Williams, MC Ali Jay. Tonight 
8.45pm. Upper Street. N1 (0171- 
359 7719) G Angel. £4, cones £3. 

ROMFORD 

THE STANDING OVATION COME- 
DY CLUB AT CITY LIMITS Matthew 
Hardy, Geoff Boyz, MC Simon Fox. 
Tonight 9pm. Collier Row Road 
(01245-381300) £7. mems £6. 


LEICESTER 

COOKIE, CAMERON HINES Alter- 
native acoustic pop from the up and 
coming cult duo headliners. The 
Shed Yeoman Street (0446- 
2622255) Tonight 9pm. £3-£4. 

LONDON 

RAINDOG. WIDE ANGLE. 
LEONARD Ix>odan quartet Leonard 
plays the My Mouse Baby single 
which has been spun by Peel and 
Geidot Barfly at the Falcon Royal 
College Street NW1 (0171-482 
4808) G Camden Town. Tonight 
8.30pm, £5. 

GENO WASHINGTON So nhnan of 
the 1960s immortafised by Deays 
Midnight Runners. Jazz Cafe Rark- 
way NW1 (0171-916 6060) 
G Camden Town. Tonight 8pm, 
£7.50-10. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 
ILLEGAL EAGLES Eagles tribute 
band. Club Riga London Road 
(01702-348020) Tonight 8.30pm, 


Music 

Jazz, World, folk 


Clubs 


STIVES 

St IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Partnerships and Practice 
Paintings and ceramics from the 
second half of the century 
Engfish Roots: Eric Cameron Layers 
tf paint surrounding organic objects. 
Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St 
Ives with Montserrat la the west 
Indies. Mon-Sat 11am-7pm. Sun 
11am-5pm. ends 11 Apr. £3.50. 
cones £2. Rorthmeor Beach (01 736- 
796226) 

WELL5-NEXT-TH E-SEA 
SCHOOL HOUSE GALLERY Christ- 
mas Exhibition Seasonal show 
including work by Tessa Newcomb 
and Sula Rubens. Tue-Sun 1 1 30am- 
pm. ends 10 Jan. free. (01328- 
820457) 


BRIGHTON 

SUSST AT THE HONEY CLUB 
Indie old and new. tonight 10pm- 
2am . free- King's Road Arches 
(01273-202807) 

LOND ON 

FEET RRST AT CAMDEN PALACE 
Big mcBe session with five music. 
Tonight 10pm-2am. Camden High 
Street. NW1 (0171-387 0428) G 
Camden town, £5, concs/NUS £3. 

ORGANIC AT ION Geny faseigfat 

fGLR) plays global grooves. Tonight 

8pm- 12am, Ladbroke Grove. W10 

(0181-960 1702) GLadbroke Grave. 

free. 

FORGERY AT DOGSTAR Patrick 
Forge and Richard Welch spin jazzy 
sounds, including bits of cUsct 
drum'n’bass, Latin and deep bouse! 
Tonight 9pm-2.30am. Coldharbour 
Line. 5W9 (01 71-733 751 5) BR/G 
Brbcton. free. 


BRBVTTMOOD 

bobby WORTH Leafing hfe the hig 

5-(L Hermit Club Shen field Road 
(01277-218897) tonight 8.30pm, 
£7, mems £5. 

LONDON 

SIMON PURCELL. PHIL PESKETT 
Modern piano trio double bffl. 606 
Chib Lots Road SW10 (0171-352 
5953) G Fulham Broadway/Earls 
Court Tonight 9.30pm & 12mld- 
nlght £4.95. 

RAY GELATO GIANTS Las Vfems 

style swing band. Pizza on die Park 
Kmghtsbrtdge 5W1 (0171-235 
.ffryde Park Corner. 
Tonight 9.15pm & 11.15pm, £18, 
t)o adv. 

CAraaOi BRADKKffi/TIM GAR- 


aarapbooBt Ronnie Scott's Frith 
Street Wl (Q171-439 0747) 
f Leicester Square, tonight 9pm, 

^)L £< flfc^nwr). £20. 

mems £8 (Fri-Sat). 

HLLY JENKINS' BUJES COLEEC- 

tonat with hb mavenck take tm the 
blues. Vortex Stoke Newl 


ton 


SMS®™ 16 < 01 71 "254 651 6) 
9.15pm?£7 NeW ‘ ngton - Toni Sht 

RAWTENSWLL 

gEOFFStMtONS Alto leads modem 
jaa quartet Rhythm Station Sta- 
tion C^rt (01 706-214039) tonight 
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RADIO 1 

(976-99BMHZ FM ) 

6-30 Zoe Bad 9.00 Simon Maya 

12.00 Kevin Greening. 240 
Mark Radcfiffe. 4.00 Chris 
Moyies. 640 Dave Pearce. 840 
Steve Lamacp - the Evening Ses- 
sion. 1040 Digital Update. 10 JO 
John PeeL 1240 The Breeze- 
block. 240 Oivs Warren. 440 - 
640 Scott MSs. 

RADIO 2 

(86-90.2 MHz FM } 

640 Alex Lester The Dawn Pa- 
trol: news, views and music, plus 
»■ a review of the morning's papers. 

(hcfejding 6.15 Pause for Thought 
V* 740 Sarah Kennedy. 9.30 Ken 
Bruce. 1240 Jimmy Young: Talk- 
ing to the people who make the 
news. Phone the comment line on 
0500 288291 Lines open from 
1130am to 1.15pm. 240 Ed Stew- 
art 545 Johnnie Walker. 740 
Aten Freeman: Their Greatest Bits. 
840 Nigel Ogden. 940 Tablets 
of Stone. 1040 Susan Jeffreys 
Says Make It a Double. 1040 
Richard AUJnson. 1240 Lynn Par- 
sons. 340 - 440 Mo Durta. 
RADIO 3 
(902-92.4 MHz FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

940 Masterworks. 

10.30 Artist of the Week. 

1140 Sound Stories 

1240 Composer of the Week: 
Poulenc. 

140 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert (R) 

2.00 The BBC Orchestras. 

440 Voices. 

4.45 Music Machine. 

540 In Tune. 

740 Performance on a Handel's 
oratorio based on the story of Su- 
sanna and the Elders in the Apoc- 
rypha, given in concert during last 
year's London Handel Festival. 
Emma Kirkby, soprano (Susanna), 
James Bowman, countertenor 
(Joadm), London Handel Choir 
and Orchestra/Denys Darlow. 
10.20 Postscript Five specially 
commissioned dramatic mono- 
logues that combine fiction and a 
news story. 2: 'Come the Day’. By 
Fraser Harrison. (R) 

1045 Night Waives. Richard 
Coles considers Erica Jongls 
'What Do Women Want?', her lat- 
est pronouncement on the state of 


PICK OF THE DAY 


THE ABSORBING feature 
dedicated to personal accounts 
of disability. No Triumph, No 
Tragedy (9am R4>, returns for 
a second series, with Peter 
White going Stateside to meet 
Christopher Reeve bright), The 
actor who achieved fame as 
Superman discusses his feelings 
about the riding accident that 
left him paralysed from the neck 
down, and his awe-inspiring 


comeback, in the recent US TV 
remake of Rear Window. 

In True Colours (8pm R4). 
the BBC’s former South Africa 
correspondent, Allan Little, 
assesses how successful the 
country has been in overcoming 
the legacy of apartheid. Here 
he revisits Cape Ttown to hear 
what the Rainbow Nation means 
to its citizens now. 

Dominic Cavendish 





feminism 25 years after her 
groundbreaking collection of es- 
says ‘Fear of Flying’. Tonight'S stu- 
dio guest is Bernard Donoghue, 
who reads from his new collection 
of poems, 'Here Nor There'. 

1140 Jazz Notes. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Saint-Saens. (R) 

140 - 6.00 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 
(92.4-945 MHz FM ) 

640 Today. 

9.00 NEWS; No Triumph, No 
Tragedy. See Pick of the Day. 

9.30 Lean Times. 

9.45 Serial: The Vanished Wbrld 
1040 NEWS; Woman's Hour. 
1140 NEWS; Nature: insight 

11.30 The Galton and Simpson 
Radio Playhouse. 

1240 NEWS; You and Yours. 
12.57 Weather. 

140 The World at One. 

140 Full Orchestra 
240 NEWS; The Archers. 

2J5 Afternoon Play. Elemental 
Tales. 

340 NEWS; The Exchange: 0870 
010 0444. 

340 The Melting Pot 

3.45 This Sceptred Isla 
440 NEWS: A Good Read. 

4.30 Shop Talk. 

540 PM. 

547 Weather. 

640 Six OCIock News. 

640 The Cheese Shop Presents. 
740 NEWS; The Archers. 

7J5 Front Row. Francine Stock 
with the arts programme, includ- 
ing the verdict on Gus Van Sant's 
remake of Hitchcock'S 'Psycho' - 


homage to a past master, or a 
symptom of Hollywood's lack of 
new ideas? 

7.45 Under One Roof. The last of 
three five-part dramatisations from 
the Michele Hanson stories, with 
Janet Maw, Edna Dore and Luisa 
Bradshaw-White (2/51 

8.00 NEWS; True Colours - 
South Africa Today. 'Cape Town 
and the Western Cape'. Five 
years after South Africans first 
democratic elections, Allan Little, 
the BBC^ former South Africa 
correspondent investigates 
multicultural harmony today. See 
Pick of the Day . 

8.40 In Touch. Peter White with 
news for visually impaired people. 

9.00 NEWS: Case Notes Special. 
'No Issue'. Tracey Logan asks 
what science can do to help infer- 
tile couples and what issues this 
provokes for society. 

9.30 No Triumph, No Tragedy. 

The first of six programmes in 
which disabled achievers in the 
United States talk frankly to Peter 
White about how disability has af- 
fected their lives. 1: Christopher 
Reeve. At his home in New York, 
the actor talks movingly about his 
life since the riding accident in 
which he broke his neck. 

1040 The World Tonight. With 
Justin Webb. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Nana. 
Juliet Stevenson reads Emile Zo- 
la’s colourful novel of the Parisian 
demi-monde, a powerful evocation 
of the corrupt world of the Second 
French Empire (2/5). 

11.00 The Patrick and Maureen 


Maybe Music Experience. Patrick 
Barlow and Imelda Staunton team 
up again, this time as unhappily 
married Patrick and Maureen who 
are meant to be presenting a clas- 
sical music show but just cannot 
stop bickering With Peter Jones. 
Stella Gonet and special guest 
Jack Davenport. Written by Patrick 
Barlow. 

11.30 Talking Pictures. 

12.00 News. 

1240 The Late Book: The Re- 
straint of Beasts. 

12.46 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As World Service. 

5.30 World News. 

5.35 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast. 

5.45 Prayer for the Day. 

5.47 • 640 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

9.45 - 1040 Daily Service. 

1240 - 1244 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast. 5.54 - 547 
Shipping Forecast 1240 • 7.00 
Test Match Special. 

RADIO 5 LIVE 
(69a 909kHz MW ) 

640 Breakfast 

9.00 Nicky CampbelL 
1240 The Midday News. 

140 Ruscoe and Co. 

4.00 Drive. 

740 News Extra. 

740 The Tuesday Match. After 
UEFA's revamp of its European 
ctub competitions, Russell Fuller 
and his guests discuss the future 
of football in Britain and in Eu- 
rope. is this the solution the clubs 


have been seeking or does the 
possibiGty of a European super- 
league for the elite still overshad- 
ow the domestic game? 

9.00 Park Life. Mark O'Donnell 
discovers how Ron Noades runs 
Brentford Football Chib. (R) 

1040 Late Night Live. The day's 
big stories with Nick Robinson. In- 
cluding 1030 a full sports round- 
up. 1150 News and finance. And 
between 1130 and 100 a sharp 
and spirited late-night topical dis- 
cussion. 

140 Up AD Night 
540 - 640 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
(1005-1019MHZ FM ) 

6.00 Nick Bailey. 8.00 Henry 
Kelly: Including 900 A selection 
from the Hall of Fame. Plus Hen- 
ry's High Flyer: a racing tip and 
Record of the Week. 1240 Re- 
quests. 2.00 Concerto: CPE 
Bach: Oboe Concerto in B flat 
Wql64. Heinz Holliger, Camerata 
Bern.. 340 Jamie Crick. 640 
Newsnight 7.00 Smooth Classics 
at Seven. 9.00 Evening Concert: 
New York Philharmonic. Suppe: 
Overture 'Light Cavalry*. Conduc- 
tor Leonard Bernstein. Brahms: Vi- 
olin Concerto in D. Conductor Kurt 
Masur, Anne-Sophie Mutter (vio- 
lin). Bizet: L'ariesienne Suite No 2. 
Beethoven: Symphony No 4 in B 
flat Conductor Leonard Bernstein. 
1140 Alan Mann. 2.00 Concerto 
340 - 6.00 Mark Griffiths. 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215 H97-l260kHz MW 1058MHz FM ) 
6.30 Chris Evans. 940 Bobby 
Hain. 140 Nick Abbot 440 Har- 
riet Scott 7.30 Mark Forrest 
1040 Janey Lee Grace. 140 
James Merritt 440 Jeremy Clark. 
WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW ) 

1.00 Newsdesk. 1.30 Discovery. 

2.00 Newsday. 240 Meridian 
(Live). 340 World News. 3.05 
World Business Report 3J5 
Sports Roundup. 340 One Plan- 
et 440 - 740 The World Today. 
TALK RADIO 

6.00 Bill Overton and Sally Meen. 

9.00 Scott Chisholm 1240 Lor- 
raine Kelly. 2.00 Anna Raeburn. 

4.00 Peter Deeiey. 540 The 
Sports Zona 840 James Whale 
140-640 Creatures of the Night 


Satellite and Cable 
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SKY PREMIER 

630 Picture Perfect (1995] (B2203VJ3) 
7-45 Moby Dick (1997) (52258230). KM5 
The Long VWak Homs (©90) (947308; 
1245 The Directors (840501; 145 Holy- 
WMd Buzz (9177389) 130 The Fifth Bte- 
merrt (1997) (73607389; 3^5 Picture 
Perfect (1995) (431872). 530 Moby Dick 
(1907) (434037; 830 The Fifth Etement 
(1997) (25940; 104)0 Never Talk to 
Strangers (1995) (193292; 1U3 Another 
48 Hrs (199(9 (343056; 145 Stood and 
Wine (097) (465099; 34» Carriers 
(1997) (20SSM) 445 Directors (5976167; 

SKY MOVKMAX 

7-00 3 WOrnen (1977) {70037; 940 
Reckless Nights (1997) (46582; 1140 
For Hope (1997) (39414 V 1.00 The Kid 
**-(1997) (57688; 340 Reckless MghtS 
■ (1997) (54872; 54)0 3 Woman (1977) 
(55679). 7.00 The Kid (1997) (01389; 

9.00 Rattled (1996) (33869; tLOO Fast 
Money (©95) (453211) 1235 The Fi- 
ance (1997) (545902; 240 Fandango 
(©84) (6125308; 3-40 See No Eva. 

Hear No Eva (©89) (B32490; 535 - 

7.00 For Hope (©97) ©09104©; 

SKY CINEMA 

400 310 Tb Yuma (©57) (8285476) 630 
Buck Privates Coma Hama f®47) 
(7663389) 830 The Strange Affair of 
Unde Harry (1945) (7668834) 10470 ©0 
Year&_ 100 Movies (8894389; 10J55 
Dirty Mary, Crazy Lany (®W) (75044582) 
1230 The Bghth Day (1996) (3562728) 
230 The Two-Headed Spy (©5© 
(9494032) 4.05 Days d Gtory (©44) 

, (68820122) 530 Ctosa 
F1LUFOUR 

6410 Boudu Saved from Drowning (©32) 
(7548563) BJOO Brassed Off (1996) 
(7550308) See Pick of the Day. 1030 
The Crow (©94) (9979921) 1200 Le Pe- 
ttt Sofctat (1960) (5195885) 135 Nefl 
(©94) (2226506) 330 - 6450 Blue Sky 
(©94) (8272273) 

« DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
, 4JD0 Rex Hurt's Fishing Adventures 
(T12S495) 430 Wa&artJ World (H21679) 
5450 Connections 2 by James Burke 
(©683 H?l 530 JUrasstea fm525S) 04>O 
Animal Doctor (1135872) 630 Hurtere - 
Tooth and Claw (2522582) 730 Beyond 
2000 (ft22308) S4>0 Great Escapes 
(©97872) See Ptak of the Day. 830 
Quantum: Southern Ocean Survival 
P683679) 94» Tractors (9501650) 
10410 Antarctica (95TXJ37) tLOO Fire- 
power 2000 (6583873) 1230 Titanic 


PICK OF THE DAY 


THE FULL MONTY garnered 
more column-inches - to say 
nothing of more money at the 
box office - but in many ways 
Mark Herman's Brassed Off 
(8pm FilmJFbur; is the more 
substantial film. It brings real 
bite to the issue of what happens 
to whole communities when 
their main industry is closed 
down. The Full Monty men 
turn to stripping, while the 
former miners find solace in 
their brass band. Among many 


strong performers Stephen 
Tompkinson stands out as the 
ex-pitman forced to dress up 
as a down in an attempt to make 
ends meet 

“Volcano of Death,” this 
week's Great Escapes (8pm 
Discovery), focuses on the 
six -man British expedition in 
1976 to scale Mount- Sangay in 
Ecuador, thought to be the 
most threatening volcano in 
the world. 

JAMES HAMPTON 



Discovered (3115525) 14)0 Connections 2 
by James Buka (4397544) 130-230 
Ancient Warriors (9882235) 

SKY ONE 

7.00 Count Duckuta (89785) 730 The 
Chris Evans Breakfast Show (82414) 030 
Hotywood Squares (BT23C0. 94)0 Sally 
Jessy Raphael $5389) 104M) The Oprah 
Winfrey Show (64476) tLOO Gtdtyl 
(77940) 1230 Jenny Jones (86037) 

130 Mad about You (88056) 130 Jeop- 
ardy (99501) 230 Saty Jessy Raphael 
(42766) 330 Jenny Jones ©6835) 430 
Gufltyl (87292) 530 Star Trek: Deep 
Space Ntoe (6389) 630 Married with 
Chicken (3921) 630 Dream Team (7501) 
7430 The Simpsons (7018) 730 The 
Simpsons (3785) BJOO Rescue Medcs 
(6766) 830 Coppers (B501) 930 
Worlds Wildest Police Videos (16650) 
1030 Greece Uncovered (28037) TLOO 
Dream Team (BS923) 1130 Earth: Final 
ConfSct (50056) 1230 Hollander 
(18148) 130 - ZOO Long Ray (5262544) 
SKY SPORTS 1 

730 Sky Sports Centre (444948S) 745 
V-Max ©42134) 735 H2C (344495) 845 
Sky Sports Centre (4591380) 830 Rac- 
ing News (30969) 930 Aerobics - Oz 
Style (14921) 930 Ybute on Sky Spots 
(65143) 1030 Footbal League Review 
(79196) 1130 Max Power (©940) 1230 
Aerobics - Oz Style (34785) 1230 V-Max 
(76259) LOO FbotbaS (48768) 2-30 
Spanish Footbafl (20037) 430 World 
VWrtdaurflng (8018) 530 World Wresting 


Federation Live Wire (4327) 630 Sky 
Sports Centre (22T1) 630 Inside Scottish 
Footbal (90747) 730 Fastrax (9W7) 

830 Greyhound Racing (74230) 1030 
Sky Sports Centre (577059) You're 
on Sky Sports ©13259) 1035 Inside 
Scottish Football (363037) TL45 Sky 
Sports Centre (465940) 1230 VbuTe on 
Sky Sports (42419) 1230 Showjumping 
(84780) 230 Sky Sports Centre 
(B820457) 235 Ctosa 
SKY SPORTS 2 

730 Aerobics - 0% Style (9985650) 730 
Sky Sports Centre (9489834) MS Rac- 
ing News (8549940) 0.15 Wbrld Wind- 
surfing (8227853) 8-45 Sky Sports 
Centre (9304327) 930 International 
Cricket South Africa vs Wtest Indtee 
(2714327) 1130 International Cricket 
Australia v England (2006292) 1130 In- 
ternational Cricket South Africa vs West 
lodes (4984853) 430 international 
Cricket Austrata v England (2602124) 

630 international Cricket South Africa vs 
West Indies (4980105) 030 International 
Cricket Austraia v England (7148281) 
1130 Fastrax (2021501) 1130 Interna- 
tional Cricket Australia vs England 
(3751292) 230 Second Innings 
(2024849) 230 - 730 Cricket Australia 
vs England (9250490) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1230 World Wtestfing Federation Live 
Wire (68344056) 130 Fish TV - Tony 
Dean Outdoors (66544969) 130 Fish TV 
(68324292) 230 Dickie Davies’s Sporting 


Heroes Gareth Edwards (13125211) 330 
TotaJsport (19865056) 330 World Motor- 
sport (41092495) 630 Sports Unttrrited 
(11353834) 730 Fish TV The Ultimate 
Fishing Show (42912766) 030 
Showjumping (40317785) 1030 Super- 
bouts Argueflo v Escatera (40396292) 
TLOO Olympic Series Road to Nagano 
(62452259) 1130 Ctosa 

EUROSPORT 

730 RaSy (95360) 630 Cross-Couitry 
Sking (89921) 930 Alpine Sking 
(2035327) 10.15 Cross-Country Skfing 
(343306) 1145 Alpine Sking (8111582) 
1230 Alpine Skiing (40834) 130 Ski 
Jumping (90476) 230 Cross-Country 
Sking (15105*, 430 Alpine Sking (48308) 
530 Ski Jumping (22056) 730 Bcwlng 
(413330) 930 Raly (41563) 1030 FPot- 
bai (41414) 1230-1230 Raly (60815) 
UK GOLD 

730 Crossroads (6783871) 730 Ne&i- 
bours (9308230) 735 EastEnders 
(1246389) 830 The BB (8697940) 930 
The Bi (8688292) 930 The House of 
ElOtt (2637495) 1030 Angels (8684476) 
1-LOO Dallas (6002211) 1135 Neighbours 
(98898259) 1225 EastEnders (7705563) 
130 Juliet Bravo (4177124) 230 Dalas 
(1217872) 255 The B9 (1737389) 225 
The Bn (6957056) 335 EastEnders 
(3651259) 430 Angels (1123037) 530 
Al Creatures Great and Small (©89853) 
830 Dynasty (4157360) 730 The Com- 
edy Alternative: May to December 
(9931582) 730 The Comedy Alternative: 


It Ain't Half Hot Mum (1030230) 830 
The Comedy Alternative: Yes, Minister 
(3820292) 930 Red Dwarf IV (4944037) 
930 This Ufa (4917921) 1035 NYPD 
Btoe (27558292) 1130 The Bil (t140312) 
1240 The Bil (1956167) 1230 Spender 
(7315998) 130 Backup (3161885) 235 
Uve at Jongleus (32605167) 330 - 730 
Shopping with Screenshop (2931896) 

LIVING 

630 Tiny and Crew (49987969) 630 
Phawt the Frog (29863056) 630 John- 
son and Friends (6466©72) 635 Ttoy 
Tales (T7095389) 630 Polka Dot Shorts 
(1700958^.730 Practical Parenting 
(5369124) 735 Professor Bubble 
(534310*5) 730 CaHou (5273698) 735 
Bug Alert (6313834) 735 Practical Par- 
enting (6887650) 830 Barney and 
Friends (2085679) 830 Try Tates 
(7503650) 835 Tiny and Crew 
(8954360) 830 Practical Parenting 
(9463650) 830 Diet Show (2091230) 
930 The Roseanne Show (30050©) 
1030 The Jerry Springer Show 
(6853563) 1030 Maury Povich 
(5500230) 1140 Brookside (56401872) 
1240 Animal Rescue (71602037) 1230 
Rescue Em (13710W) 140 Special Babies 
(23078563) 140 Beyond Beief: Factor 
Fiction (79643834) 240 LA Law 
(3699259) 340 Jerry Springer (7518940) 
430 Michael Cole (41t2563) 430 Roton- 
da (2300637) 530 Ready, Steady, Cook 
(7846230) 645 The Jerry Springer Show 
(1041250) 735 Rescue 9T1 (4231969) 

735 Animal Rescue (9614389) 04X1 Mur- 
der CaB (7655360) 930 FUm: Choices 
of Ihe Heart (1963) (7865W7) 1130 Sex 
Life Down Under (3718360) 1230 Close. 
TNT 

930 36 Hours (©6*9 (36088834) 1145 
The Asphalt Jungle (1950) (77706940) 
130 The Biggest BuxSe of Them All 
(1968) (67368964) 330 The Petrified 
Forest (836) (84160603) 530 Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

730 Clueless (3698) 730 Desmond* 
(7389) 830 Roseanne (9018). 830 Just 
Shoot Me (T853) 930 Cybfl (30308) 
930 Seinfeld (54037) 1030 Frasier 
(33056) 1030 Cheers (©476) 1130 
Festival of Fun I (35853) 1130 The Lar- 
ry Sanders Show (96501) 1230 Late 
Mght with David Letterman (33902) 

130 Taxi (16728) 130 The Critic 
(20419) 230 Dr KstZ (25525). 230 
Soap (51772) 330 Wings (96964) 330 
Nigh [stand (28612) 430 Ckisa 
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BBC1 N BRELAND 

As RBC1 London except! 630 

Nawstina &30 (921) 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 London except: 235 

Dotaman (3922679) 340 Docftaidh Mor 
(Oakey Dote) (9264360. 6.00 News 
(969) 630 Reporting Scotland (921) 
1030 FrorrtSne Scotland (32637) 

1030 The New Year Storms - a 999 
Special (856853) H40 Crystal Balls 
{906582) H50 FUm: Seduced by Ev3 
(587056) 120 BBC News 24 (47222186) 

BBC1 WALES ^ _ 

As BBC1 London excep t; 63 0 

wales Today (921) 1030 Eastern 
Promise (346766) 1035 The New Year 
Storms - a 999 Special (85^24)1145 
Crystal Bate (905653) tlSS Film: Se- 
duced by Evfl (556211). WSram: 

Death of a Cheerleader (B12983) 230 
JOffiS BBC News 24 (48341148) 

ANGLIA 

An Carlton except: 1230 Anflila 
News and Waathar (62752TI) .100 Up- 
shot (24834) 130 

, 230 The Jeny Springer Shew 
330 AngSa News and 

^(2283853) 540 Shortland 

Street (6360762) 630 Home and Away 


(648899) 6.25 Anglia News (953037) 
1030 AngSa News and Weather 
1160698)1140 Film; The Chtoa Syn- 
drome ©2169327) 230- The Haunted 
Ftshtenk (18612) 230 Hkjhtandar 

335 Wish You Were Hera..? 
. 335 Nationwide Football 
Extra (8444612) 430 I TV 
Njghtsereen (8882831) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 1230 Central 
News and Weather (62752t1) 130 
HeadSners (24834) 330 Central News 
(2283853) 540 Shortland Street 
(6380762) 030 Home and Away 
(648899) 635 Central News and 
Weather (953037) 1030 Central News 
and Weather (160698) 435 Jobflnder 
(1077877) 5.20 Asian Eye (4519877) 

NTV WALES 

As Carlton except: 1U.25 This 
Morning (82861259) 1245 HTV News 
(9659563) 130 Snortfend Street 
(3*834) 130 Home ar*d Away (B625S) 
230 The Jerry Springer Show 
(2106969) 3L20 HTV News (2283853) 
540 A Country Practice (6380782) 
830 Home and Away (848899) 8.25 
wales Tonight ©53037) 1030 HTV 
News (160698) 1130 FUm: The China 


Syndrome (92169327) 230 The Haunt- 
ed Flshtar* (18612) 230 Highlander 
(8357525) 335 Wish YDu V*re Hara-? 
(83194380) 3.55 Nationwide Football 
League Extra (8444612) 4.50 (TV 
Nghtscreen (6682631). 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 635 HTV 

West WPather (348105) 630 The West 
Tonight (389) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 1035 TKs 

Morning (62861259) 1245 Meridian 
News and weather ©659563) 100 
Shortland Street (34834). 130 Home 
and Away (66259) 2L00 The Jerry 
Springer Show ©106969) 330 Meridian 
News and Weather (2283853) 540 
Home and Away (6380762) 537 Three 
Mutes (725105) 630 Meridian Tonight 
(227) 630 Grass Roots Special (389) 
1030 Meridian News and WPathar 
(160698)1140 FUm: The China Syn- 
drome (92169327) 230 The Haunted 
Fshtank (18612) 230 Highlander 
(8357525) 335 Wish You Ware Hera..? 
(83194380) 335 Nationwide FootbaB 
League Extra (8444612) 430 ITV 
Mghtscreen (54758952) 5*4)0 Free- 
screen (57544) 


WESTCOUNTKY 
As Carlton except: 1035 This 
Morning (62861250) 1245 Westeountry 
News (9659563) 1237 Wumiriatione 
(6283230) 100 Emmerdale (24834) 
330 Westeountry News (2283853) 
630 Westeountry Uve (42679) 1030 
Westeountry News (1606B8) H40 
Ften: The China Syndrome (92168327) 
230 The Haunted Ftehtank (18612) 
230 Highlander (8357525) 335 Wish 
You ware Hera-? (B31 94380) 335 Na- 
tionwide Footbal League Extra 
(8444 612) 4J50 Mghtscreen (6582631) 

YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except: 12.20 Calendar 
News Headlines (6275211) 130 Home 
and Away (24634) 245 Coronation 
Street (522308). 330 Calendar News 
HeadSnes (2283853) 630 Calendar 
(227) 630 Tonight (389) 1030 Calen- 
dar News and Weather (160698) 4.45 
Jobfinder (5780099) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 1230 North 
East News and Weather (6275211) 3.20 
North East News Heatines (2283853). 
5.40 News: Weather (578871) 535 
North East Weather (745969) 630 
North East Tonight (42679) 1030 North 


East News and W&ather (160698) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 930 The 
Cosby Show (16850360) 930 FUm: 
HeflO Doily (52158766) 1235 Here* 

Or© I Made Earlier (36393209) 1230 
Sesame Street (38672688) 130 Planed 
Plant (47292501) 130 FUm: The Thief 
of Baghdad (99239679) 430 Fifteen to 
One (56564940) 430 Ricki Lake 
(56560124) 530 Planed Rant: Uned 5 
(87282394). 530 Countdown 
(565SW76) 6.00 Newydelon 
(69430766) 6J0 Ha no (95132563) 730 
Pobol y Cwm (75704650) 730 Newyd- 
dion (56561853) 8.00 YSioe GeH 
(81882358) 830 Pengeffl (7S704605) 
1030 Brookside: Katie and Radiol con- 
vince themselves of the Identity of the 
rapist. Jacqtfs day only gets worse as 
she carries the weight of the world on 
her shoulders. And Joey appears in 
cart but wffl Benny continue to cause 
him trouble? (5432978 6) 1035 Mayday 
(36616056) 1135 The Body Story 
(69037230) 12.05 The Real Hofldsy 
Show (57491051) 1235 The Mini Job - 
the Making of the Italian Job (66024506) 
135 Mini Man (71473273) 235 Mini 
Years (21510235) 235 Close. 


Independent pursuits 
Chess 

JON SPEELMAN 


THE BOSNIAN Ivan Sokolov pro- 
pelled himself into the sole lead of 
the Hastings Premier on Sunday 
with a victory against the 15-year- 
old Ukrainian Ruslan Ponomariov. 
With 4/5, Sokolov was half-a-point 
clear of Matthew Sadler; who beat 
Mihail Saltaev to go second by him- 
self on 3.5. 

MeanwhQe the erstwhile leader 
Sergei Shipov lost first to Ivan Sok- 
olov as White in a fearsomely theor- 
etical Grunfeld Defence, and then 
this ferocious game., to slip back to 
3/5 ahead of the pack of Ponomar- 
iov. Emms and myself on 2.5. 

In the opening. Black more often 
plays 7... b5. Instead they reached 
a fairly normal looking Schevenin- 
gen variation with the big difference 
that the bishop was on a2 rather 
than e 2 , say. 

Black had a reasonable game and 
could, for example, exchange 11 ... 
Nxd4 12 Qxd4, but went astray 
when be rnanoevred the knight to 



the apparently active square c4. 

15... RfiB? was wrong: instead be 
should try 15... Qc5. In the diagram, 
16 g4! is immensely strong because 
Blacks pieces are badly placed tore- 
treat in an orderly fashion. 

Black could toy 16.. . h6 but after 
17g5hxg518£xg5Nh7l9Qh5seem$ 
to win. If then a) 19. .. g6 20 Qh4 Ne5 
21 Rd3! Nxd3 22 Rxf7 NE+ 23 Kg2 
Kxf7 lor 23... Nfo 24 Rxe7) 24 
Qxh7+ Kffi 25 Nxe6+ Bxefi 26 Bxe6 
BxgS 27 Qg8+ Ke7 26 Qf7 is mate. 
b> Instead 19. . . Ne5 at once is more 
confusing but 20 Rd3 Nxd3 21 Rxf7 
still works since the threats of 22 g6 
and 22 Nxe6 are too strong. 

Shipov had intended 18... b5 
missing the decisive 19 £xe6 fxe6 20 
Q£2l. Instead 18... e5 was hopeless. 
At the end White will mate in just a 
few more moves. 

White: John Emms 
Black: Sergei Shipov 
Hastings, 1999 (Round 5) 
Sicilian Najdorf 
1 e4 c5 14 Radi Nc4 

2Nf3d6 15 Bel Rfd8?l 

3 d4 cxd4 ‘ (see diagram) 

4 Nxd4 Nffi 16g4(!Qc5 

5 Nc3 a6 17 g5 Ne8 

6 Bc4 e6 18 S ea 

7 0-0 Be? 19 Nd5 BfB 

8 34 Nc6 20 b4 Qa7 

9 Be3 0-0 21 Bxc4 exd4 

10 Khl Bd7 22 g6 Kh8 

1 1 f 4 Rc8 23 gxf7 Nc? 

12 Ba2 Qc7 24 Nf4 1-0 

13 Qe2 Na5?> 


CREATIVITY 


LOKI 


PUZZLED READERS, wondering 
what the challenge was last week, 
need to know that the instructions 
were inadvertently omitted. 
Whoops! So you have another week 
to do it in, and the challenge is 
restated below. Only Susan Tomes 
e-mailed me to ask what was 
missing but now you all know my 
address is Lokj.Valhaliaiabt 
internet com, you could do that too! 

Another gremlin delayed your 
New Year Resolutions mail so 
instead we seek feedback on sug- 
gested challenges. Please feel free 
to explain why some kinds of task 
appeal but others do not If music 
be the food of love, what feeds your 
Creativity? Share this self-know- 
ledge, and we will play on and give 
you excess of it. No prizes though, 
just for casting a vote. 

The traditional “think of unusu- 
al uses for..." task was popular, 
with Post Office rubber bands, col- 
lapsible umbrellas, earwax, cold 
compresses, sausage rolls, a wet 
Wednesday afternoon, yesterday's 
idols. General Pinochet, virtual 
pets, black squares in crosswords, 
an integrated transport policy and 
unwanted Christmas presents ail 
having their advocates. 

Literary tasks proposed includ- 
ed devising rude nicknames for 
famous people or irreverent 
acronyms for organisations: or 
writing a whole novella in one sen- 
tence, or more improbable East- 
Enders storylines, or caustic 
one-line play reviews; or making up 
new words with Iheir dictionary 
definitions, or revealing what it 


was the actress said to the bishop; 
or clumsy instructions for foreign 
goods in appalling Etoglish. 

Miscellaneous ideas involved 
inventing a religion, nominating 
Seven Wonders of the Modern 
World, and quotations Oscar Wflde 
might yet write for the next edition 
of Chambers Dictionary of 
Quotations. 

Scientific topics envisaged were 
strange inventions for ^tomorrow's 
World, redesigning the human 
body. 88d what to do when the 
aliens land in Aylesbury <duck?>. 
And there were imaginative “What 
If...?" scenarios, exploring the con- 
sequences if “cannabis were 
legalised tomorrow", “money grew 
on trees", “lead could be turned into 
gold" and “immortality proved pos- 
sible". And it is an “Explore the 
Consequences” challenge we 
restate for this week's competition 
(the first four words got dropped on 
the cutting-room Boor): Imagine 
the unforeseen consequences of a 
“leap second" being added at mid- 
night on 31 December. We know the 
last minute of 1998 was 61 seconds 
long; that ail the major docks in the 
world stopped for exactly one sec- 
ond; that time stood stifi; and there 
were seven radio pips not six - but 
what else happened? or could have 
happened? 

Write to Creativity. The Inde- 
pendent. l Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf; London Ei4 5DL by 14 Jan- 
uary for publication on 19 January. 
Three prizes of Chambers Diction- 
ary of Quotations for the most 
imagina tive. 


Concise crossword 


No 38 11 Tuesday 5 January 



ACROSS 

I Gloss (5) 

4 Bored reaction (4) 

8 Cocktail (7) 

9 Social division (5) 

10 Labour (4) 

II Oratory ( 8 ) 

12 Consumer survey, e# (13) 

13 Worship of false gods (8) 
17 Ethnic group (4) 

20 Stringed instrument (5) 

21 Musical toy (7) 

22 Nimble (4) 

23 Evade (5) 


DOWN 


Conjecture (7) 

Long poem, e.g. (4) 
District (13) 

Mexican peninsula (7) 

5 More sensible (5) 

6 Leave out (4) 

7 Save (6) 

12 Fruit (6) 

13 Insulating device (3-4) 

14 Fancy (7) 

16 Flower (5) 

18 Academic hurdle (4) 

19 Character (4) 


ACROSS: 1 Shipping, 


Solution to yesterday's Con rise Crossword*. 


r ing. 5 Dale I Chippendale 1. 9 Arson, It 

Wicket-keepers, lb Churchgoer. 20 Panacea. 21 Onion. 22 Note. 23 Escapade. DOWN: 1 
Sparrows, 2 Instance. 3 Pansy, A Norfolk Broads. 6 Acre. 7 East. 8 Scheme, 12 Semolina, 
lJ Estrange, IS Eihic& 17 Hoo-bo. 18 Span, 19 Gnat. 


10 Records. 11 Ready money. 14 








